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Jiy PILGRIMAGE TO THE WISE 
MEN OF THE EAST 


PROLEGOMENA 

A mid tlio fantastic Apocryplml fables one poetic talo 
bos found Its wny Into tbo Arabic Gospel of tbo 
Infancy. 

“ And it came to pass when Jesus tbo Lord was born 
at Betblclicm of Judab, In tbo time of Herod tbo lung*, 
bebold 'Wise Men came from tbo East to Jerusalem, as 
Zoroaster bad predicted : and they bad witb them gifts, 
gold, Incense, and inyrrb ; and they worshipped bim and 
offered unto him their gifts. Then lady Mary took one 
of Ills swaddling bands and garo It to them ns a littlo 
reward, and they received it from her witb great Jjonour. 
And tbo same hour tbero appeared unto them an angel in 
the form of tbo star wluch bad been tlio guide of their way 
before ; and following tbo leading of its light they departed 
into their own countrj'. 

And there the kings and their princes came to them 
asking what they bad seen or done, bow they bad gone 
and returned, what they bad brought with them. And 
they showed them the swaddling band which lady Mary 
had given them ; wherefore they celebrated a festival, and 
kindled firo according to their custom and worshipped it, 
and cast the swaddling band into it, and tbo fire seized it 
and absorbed it into itself. But when tbo fire went out, 
they drew forth tbo swaddling band just as it was at first, 
as if tbo fire bad not touched it. Therefore they began to 
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kiss it, and to place it on tlieir heads and eyes, saying, 
Verily this is undoubted truth ; it is indeed a great thing 
that the fire could not burn nor destroy it. They took it 
thence and with the greatest honour deposited it among 
their treasures.” 

It is evident from the context that this little tale has 
been inserted from some foreign source. The next sen- 
tence begins, “ Now when Herod saw that the Wise Men 
had departed and not returned to him,” but nothing is 
said of their having seen Herod at all. Their star-angel 
is Zoroaster himself, who shines through this legend of 
primitive pilgrims from Persia treasuring even the small- 
est new truth which their flame could absorb but not con- 
sume. 

I have dreamed of missionaries travelling to the East 
as if returning this visit of the Wise Men : they say, 
“ Show us, 0 elder brothers, the swaddling band your 
fire could not consume, that we may press it to our eyes 
and lips ; for the bands borne west are consumed ! ” 

It was in studying the Oriental books in my youth that 

1 learned that in all the earth were growing the flowers 
and fruits of the human heart, concerning which one Wise 
Man said, “Keep thy heart above all that thou guardest; 
for out of it are the issues of life.” 

On May 1, 1859, I preached in Cincinnati a discourse 
on “ East and West,” my text being, “ The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand ; let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.” 
It was at the first assembling of the congregation after 
nearly half of them had left us to found a new Unitarian 
society, “The Church of the Redeemer.” .A.long with 
my personal distress at parting with so many friends who 
could not follow me in my repudiation of Supernatural- 
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i'?m, I *t»ll felt n Bort of relief in having no further need 
for compromUc with the PabJ, All the mlmualMti of the 
city had crowdctl to tny ildej and in iho enthusiasm of a 
crlsli I said 

“TJ)e sun of clvilLralion rose in t)ic Kail, and ever 
journey* ^Vc1twarTl. And it i» not a fancy, hut n fact, 
Uiat I lumauity, m ntucli a* the earth, i% ili'r jdetl into night 
and day — historically. Hast and West. What i< the dif 
fcrcncc of night and day r One i« the lime for df\‘am», 
the other for realities; ono ha* vision#, the other actual 
itics, Ixil us not tindcrraluo the Night out of which our 
race has cmcrgesl; it was a healthful and beautiful slum- 
Iwr which it found there, and by which it was made 
utrong for Uie day of toil which awaitcsl it. Sciolist* 
»iy*ak of (he ‘dark ages,* a* if darbies* were the iwle 
characteristic of those times. I tell yon glorious *tani 
ihonc, and nidcndid world* rollesl on their orbits of light, 
in that primal darkness. It w.Tia lime of dreams, imlecil, 
but (bey were dreams wldeli the J'arlb exl'l* and toils to 
carve into reality. It was the mission of that Oricnt.al 
world to dream, and it fulfdb'tl its mission grandly: it 
drcametl out an ICslcn, a Golden Age; it caught the jK!r* 
feel vision which is b<y|ucathed to our Day under (he 
name of Christianity. We may n.afcly judge this child- 
hooil of the world by Ibo plicnoincna of our own indi- 
vidtial childhood ; you know that in our childhood we 
arc not practical, hut build air castles, yet a truo man- 
hooil will follow youth** s'isions. So (he Orient achieved 
no great practical worlt*; its Ivslcns and Ages of Gohl 
fade into poem* under the Bnalysis of history. These 
grandeurs were the rearing of that skilful nrchitocl, Im- 
agination, out of very insignincaot materials. Ilut there 
came a time of waning. Visions and speculations grew 
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fainter and fainter ; the moon and the stars were paling 
in the sky. No prophet could add another tint to the lunar 
rainbow, which hovered with mystic light over the young 
world, but could only teU of golden treasures which the 
future was to find at the rainbow’s end. The East had 
given its message to the world, and must retire.” 

The doctrinaire provincialism of that discourse is ex- 
cusable in part by my youth, which was disproportionate 
to my twenty-seven years, but still more by the exaltation 
in which American reformers were all living before War 
came to show that our idealized New World wds to repeat 
and intensify the brutal r%ime of Europe. After the 
terrible decade I published (1870} “The Earthward Pil- 
grimage.” I allowed the work to go out of print, when it 
was having a fair sale, because some of its statements 
no longer satisfied me. At the request of the Rationalist 
Press Association in London I recently revised the vol- 
ume to find if the publication might not be made with 
supplementary notes, but conclude that the task is im- 
possible. 

In reporting “ how I left the world to come for that 
which is,” my criticisms on the abandoned dogmas and 
delusions do not seem unfair, but the world into which I 
entreated people to follow me is not “ that which is,” but 
a mirage of the “ Celestial City ” thrown by Transcen- 
dentalism on the horizon of the world, hlillennial dreams 
survive in my necessitarian “ progress,” my deity is still 
dynamic and external, the “ collectivist ” superstition of 
some divinity in masses of men lingers ; and, worst of aU, 
there pervades the book the fatal fallacy that evil is good 
in the making. 

There are indeed many pages which in an empirical 
way, or by implication, are inconsistent with the errors, as 
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I now deem them ; and I am reminded by tlio first ebap- 
tcr of “ The Earthward Pilgrimage ” of my consciousness 
of being far from any shrine in the direction I was travel- 
ling. “ There came to mo one who spoke with a voice not 
to be disobeyed. Ho laid on me a burden, and gave mo 
a shield called Truth, and said: ‘Henceforth thou shalt 
ho a pilgrim. From a world believing in the incredible, 
adoring whore it should abhor, thou shalt depart never 
to return. TT7u7Aer, shall bo opened to thee ns tliou shalt 
journey; tcAence, is already plain.’” The concluding 
pages of that first chapter, Avritten on the threshold of my 
new world, m.ay fairly preface tho present work, originally 
prepared as a part of my Aiitohiography : — 

“Tho Intcrjirctcr lit his candlo and said: ‘Do you 
remember tho picture I formerly simwed you, in a private 
room, of a very grave person?* *I do, indeed,* I said; 
‘and this was tho fashion of it; it had eyes lifted up to 
heaven, tho best of books in its liand, tho l.iw of truth 
was ^rritten upon its lips, tho world was behind its hack, 
it 6too<1 as if it pleaded with men, and a crown of gold 
did hang over its head.’ * That picture,’ ho said, * gradu- 
ally became so dingy, that once, when an old artist came 
hither, I accepted his offer to clean and retouch it ; you 
shall see it as ho left it.* On entering tho wcll-lcnouTi 
room, I saw that tho portrait had been changed in several 
particulars. Tho grave person’s eyes now looked down- 
ward ; tho book, partially closed, was placed on one side ; 
and tho world, which had been behind, was now immedi- 
ately under his eyes, and covered with inscriptions ; tho 
crown of gold suspended over his head had changed to 
luminous dust. When I asked the meaning of this change, 
the Interpreter said : ‘ I will show you a new scene com- 
manded by this house, which will unfold the significance 
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of tlie picture/ Thereupon, he took me to the top of the 
house, from which could he seen the two rival cities. What 
was my surprise to see a dark cloud gathered over the 
City of Otherworldliness, with lightnings flashing from it, 
while over the so-called City of Destruction shone a beau- 
tiful rainbow ! ‘ Thus,’ said the Interpreter, ‘ that which 
exalteth itself must be abased, and that which humbleth 
itself shall be exalted. The cily which, from being the 
domain of the lowly friend of man, the carpenter’s son, 
has been given over to those who care more for bishoprics 
and fine livings than for mankind, has become the City of 
Destruction ; while that which has cared rather for man 
whom it can, than for God whom it cannot, benefit, has 
become the City of Humanity, which shall endure for 
ever.’ 

“ The Interpreter then said that, as there were unhap- 
pily few pilgrims as yet going in my direction, he would 'be 
able to accompany me on a part of the way. I was not so 
near, he said, as I might suppose. ‘ That great metropolis 
which you see is not the city you seek ; it is Bothworlds- 
burg, and, though commercially connected with the City 
of Humanity, owns allegiance to the Prince of Otherworld- 
liness, whose powerful agencies therein are marked by its 
spires. Its inhabitants pass six sevenths of their time in 
this world, and during the other seventh pray to their 
Prince, and protest louldly against taking any thought at 
all for this life. The confines of Bothworldsburg blend 
with those of the City of Humanity, which you can hardly 
trace out from here, and, indeed, may have some difficulty 
in finding. You must go through the tedious paths of 
Study, Reality, and Devotion, and when you arrive at the 
suburbs you will still have to be a pilgrim amid many 
nights and days before you reach the heart of the city. 
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After arriving tlicro, you vrill bo left a good deal to your 
o\\'n guidance : tlic inhabitants arc very busy ; they do not 
sit on pnrido clouds blowing golden tnimpcts. Tho only 
prayer to the Lord of that city is work ; tho only praiso 
is virtue. Its treasures are not obvious, but in hard ores. 
You will find the pavements golden only when you can 
transmute them to gold ; and only if you have found a pearl 
to carry in your own breast will its gates become pearl.' " 

■When a mind starts out under the impulse of a religious 
sentiment in a direction radically different from that in 
which it had been trained, it is not a revolution but an 
evolution that is begun. The important thing is not this 
or that incident of experience, but the new w.ay of looking 
nt things. Assuming that such a mind would not break 
with its Past, its circle of sympathies and friendships, 
except for loyaltj' to truth, and consequently not bend tho 
commanding facts to suit personal prejudices or interests, 
it can hardly fail to find that it undergoes a new birth. It 
then follows steadily that its whole mental environment 
must become new, — even as an early apostle discovered 
that in Clirist neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
av.ailed anything, but a new creation. Thus my whole 
little world of conceptions must ho revised from a new 
standpoint. 

How m.any books aro to bo found which deal with tho 
mental and moral facts of human lifo without prejudice 
and without estimating them by some traditional stand- 
ard or authority? How many travellers have told mo 
about Eastern and Oriental religions, — about Catholics, 
Slormons, Jews, or “ Pagan ” systems, — without merely 
measuring them by their remoteness from or proximity to 
their own particular beliefs? How many can tell me, — • 
without any thought whatever about what they think good 



8 


PILGRIMAGE 


for those foreign “ souls,” — exactly what fruits of simple 
human happiness those trees are hearing for individual 
hearts and homes ? 

When one ceases to regard mankind as masses rushing 
into preternatural heavens and hells, the torments or 
joys of human beings in this world become of supreme 
importance. 

Intellectually we aU necessarily stand on the shoulders 
of the Past, but here too the revision must determine 
whether our stand is on real or unreal shoulders. With 
far less learning than the great writers on Buddha, Zoro- 
aster, Solomon, Jesus, I was compelled to bring on them 
the searchlight of my simple earthly point of view, apart 
from all academic or theological interpretations, whether 
of their worshippers or their antagonists. 

In 1882 an invitation was received by me to give lee- 
tures in Australia. Two eminent gentlemen of Melbourne, 
Robert J. J effray and Henry G. Turner, who on occasional 
visits to London had attended my chapel, volunteered to 
make arrangements for the lectures; my South Place 
people were content that after nearly twenty years in 
their service I should enjoy a voyage round the world, 
lecturers being at hand to take my place ; my wife, whose 
mother (beloved of all who knew her) was able to stay 
with her, decided that I should go ; and so, after being 
honoured by our fellow-villagers of Bedford Park with 
a dinner, I found myself — J uly 21, 1883 — on the ship 
Arizona bound for Hew York. 

I have always been healthy and happy at sea, but on 
that beautiful July day when we passed out of land there 
rolled from my shoulders a burden of which I had been 
hardly more conscious than of the weight of the atmos- 
phere. Since my youth a public teacher, in the stormy 
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life-voyage of more than thirty years I had been as one of 
the crew always under orders, and with but few intervals 
wherein I could enjoy the easy chair of a passenger and 
be myself a learner instead of a preacher. And now at 
fifty, having reached the conscious need of revising my 
beliefs and taking stock of my ideas, — lo, here shone 
my splendour of opportunity ! 

In one of my early years I became curious about the 
infinitesimal world, and, providing myself with a micro- 
scope and some books on that study, was sufficiently 
interested to beg^u an essay which I called “ The Circum- 
navigation of a Dew-drop.” But I did not get far. The 
dew-drop was too deep for me. Out of it swarmed surmises 
about the origin of life, the development of forms, and the 
moral mysteries of infusorial combats and cannibalism. 
For such problems I had no competency; and as for the 
physical revelations of the microscope, I could only recite 
the discoveries of scientific investigators. And in the great 
globe which I was to circumnavigate, how little had I seen 
except through the eyes and lenses of others 1 

So it might continue in matters of large import, — the 
physical, political, commercial conditions of the countries 
through which I was to travel. Grateful am I to sit at the 
feet of any master, and nothing could give me more hap- 
piness than to find a master in the field to which the en- 
ergies of my life have been given, — religion and religions. 

But herein my researches and experiences gradually 
developed eyes of my own, Whether they are strong or 
feeble, exact or inexact, they are my own organically, my 
only ones ; and if they cannot weigh the full value of 
what they see there is always the hope that others will 
derive from a truthful report some contribution to know- 
ledge, — if only an example of visual perversity ! 
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A company of gentlemen travelling in a far country — 
savants, artists, writers — casually met together after 
they had travelled over the same road, and talked about 
what they had observed. One had added some rare spe- 
cimens to his collection of butterflies, but could not recall 
the exquisite landscapes of which an artist had sketches ; 
nor had either noticed the peasants photographed by the 
anthropologist ; and none of those remembered seeing a 
wondrous mirage which had been observed by another 
of the company. While they were exchanging their in- 
teresting observations, in no case the same, a child passed 
by with a fragment of yellow-tinted stone in its hand ; a 
geologist present examined the stone, saw gold in it, was 
guided by the child to the spot where it was found, and 
the company formed themselves into a syndicate to buy 
up a new' gold district. 

Each of us has his own experiences, his particular train- 
ing of cares and trials, a personal history combined with 
his individuality ; each of us sees really only what he has 
a mind (of his own) to see. Even impressions that some 
thought childish have proved to be of equal importance 
with the most imposing phenomena. 

I sat on the deck of the Arizona and read a wonderful 
work — “The Undiscovered Country,” by W. D. How- 
ells. It would have brought joy to Shakespeare had he 
foreseen that words of his own would make the title of a 
book so veined with poetry and wisdom. “ Wisdom” is 
a word one connects with a man or a book less frequently 
as one grows older 5 but it is surely a secret of Wisdom 
to see the romance of our time while it is passing. It is 
easy to recognize the fairyland of our childhood when it 
is irrevocably lost, easy to recognize the romance of fore- 
going generations when it has written itself in events and 
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accompllslied actress, Georgie Cayvan, without warning 
her that on the stage she was charming crowds to ‘hell. 
A Baltimore Doctor of Divinity, aware of my heresies, 
conversed with me without the least “ holier-than-thou ” 
accent. In a vision I saw the Catholic Monseigneur leap 
at the J ew’s throat, and the Doctor of Divinity preparing 
a stake — the evangelist bringing faggots and fire — for 
my poor heretical self. But Steam is a comrade of Lati- 
tudinarianism. The ancient persecutors never experienced 
long voyages away from their conventicles, with non-elect 
companies and schismatics, through fogs, near icebergs, 
amid ocean wastes, with only a thin partition separating 
them and their opponents from a common abyss. 

Goethe said to a friend that he believed in immortality 
but did not wish to enjoy it with the people who believe in 
it here. Could we all content ourselves with one world at 
a time we could fraternize on our planet as on a larger 
ship floating through space, its passengers races and 
nations, all eager to get at each other’s wit and wisdom ; 
even as at an entertainment on the Arizona, our orthodox 
Doctor of Divinity, in presiding, invited the Jew, the 
Catholic, the actress, and the heretic to amuse the com- 
pany, — invited us with a cordiality which gave mystical 
significance to his opening words : “ We feel secure on 
this ship, thanks to the heavenly Father; but on some 
other ships people are not so safe ! ” 

Ah, if this amiable Doctor of Divinity could only attain 
to the idea of a heavenly Father watching as vigilantly 
and lovingly over the Buddhist ship, — the Brahman, 
Moslem, Parsi, Confucian ships, — as over the “ Ship of 
Zion ” bearing him and his co-religionists I the sun to rise 
on them, the winds to waft, the waves to support them ! 
It seems that Protestantism, the religion of the most 
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powerful race, has hccomo the only one that excludes any 
human being from tho paternal care of its deity. Tho 
Roman Catholic Church has so universalized its Purga- 
tory that the doctrino of an eternal hell has virtually 
diminished into an antiquated phrase. Parsism even in 
tho time of Zoroaster prophesied tho conversion of 
Ahriman, as Judaism did that of Leviathan. Educated 
Christians do not believe in tho old hell, nor in tho eter- 
nity of any kind of misery, but tho tenacity with which 
they maintain tho old terroTS in catechism and creed 
proves that their “ religion ” docs not aim or hopo for a 
happy earth. Happiness is reserved for another world. 

But has not this world as much right to happiness as 
any other? Unhappiness is tho root of all evil. From it 
springs meanness, vice, crime, bitterness, injustice. Hap- 
piness is tho sacred spirit, tho mother of virtues. What 
imaginable function has religion except to promote human 
liappincss? If there bo a universal Heart it suffers from 
every human sigh and tear, it bleeds with everj' falling 
sparrow, it “answereth man in the joy of his heart.” 
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A S wc were entering New Yorlc liarltoiir one of the 
wealthiest Anicrlcnns came out on his fine Etcam* 
yacht anil carnod off hU rclurnlug son. This joung 
man had been such a genial and unpretending comrade 
on our VO} age that It was only when we were approaching 
the flgrtrc of Liberty that her torch enlightened us ns to 
her remoteness from Equnlltyt the lesson being further 
impressed upon us — the mlUionlcss and yaehtlcss— -by 
our slow progress through the Customs. 

But the inequality created by pecuniary conditions is 
not all to the adsantago of the millionaire. The com* 
paratiscly impecunious are sure to Iincst him, without 
respect to his merits or demerits, with an unplcasing 
reputation. I never met this miUiouaiTC, but was told by 
honourable and w’cll -in formed business men that ho was 
an irreproachable domestic character, not luxurious or 
self-indxdgcnt, forbearing and generous towards those 
with whom he had dealings, and that like Dives in tho 
parable he was popularly consigned to a bad place simply 
because ho was rich. 

In New York my two sons, who had settled there, had 
made pleasant plans for me, and 1 remained long enough 
to meet eminent men; among them John Jay, Cyrus 
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Field, ■\Yilliam and Joseph Choate, 'Whitelavr Reid, 
Evarts, Stcdman, Youmans, Godldn, Gilder, CJjarles A. 
Dana, Randolph Robinson, Horace "White. I found them 
all optimists in their view of public affairs. Yorth and 
South were now hand in hand, they said, and municipal 
con-uption in New York nearly at an end. 

At that time the Jingo did not exfst in America : in 
Europe one might occasional!}' meet countrA'nicn who paid 
tribute for passing most of their time abroad by loud 
encomiums of everything in America and disparagement 
of “the Old World.” One of these, a cultured gentleman 
from ^lassachusctts, a bachelor of some wealth, passed 
his time with literary men and artists in Europe. Once 
when we wore dining together in Paris he broke out with 
denunciations of Europe as a century behind America, 
and I said, “I^Iy friend, I have been meeting you, and 
always gladly, for twenty-five years, but never in America. 
It is always in London, Paris, or in Rome. Even when I 
have been occasion.ally in Boston and have imjuired for 
you, they have reported you in Europe. How can you 
bear to absent yourself from that perfect country?” 
After a few moments he whispered : “The fault is not 
in America, but in me ; I am not good enough to live in 
America ! ” 

For myself, it was at a moment when T was not warlike 
enough for America, as related in my Autobiography, that 
r w.as transjdanted to London. Always retaining my 
American eitir-enship, I yet could not conceive of a coutitry 
as lov.abh' .apart from the people in it. There survives in 
»is the instinct that leads a bird to brood on its eggs; but 
as it is not suptjosnbli* that the bird has any matf'rnal 
.sentiment towards an egt:, it .seems hardly naturrd that 
nnv enthusiasm .should arise in a nation for the inanimate 
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materials out of which its population is produced. In early 
youth I was possessed hy a passionate lovo of Virginia 
because the State was personified as the fair “ Mother of 
States and of Statesmen,** and was denounced by North, 
cm people because of Slavery, — which had become our 
now religion. Vlicn I gave up that religion I was able to 
analyze “patriotism,” and rccognu-o that it was largely a 
cult. An ancient Persian said, “Diversities of religion 
have divided the world into seventy-two nations.” Our 
proslavcry religion endeavoured to add another. So soon 
as the gods mingle in human discussions soul is sundered 
from soul. The story of Babel loolcs like a poetic fablo 
by which some primitive sceptic conveyed his theory that 
mankind worked together harmoniously to build up civ. 
ilizatioD, but when they reached a point where disputes 
about gods arose they could no longer understand each 
other, and all their achievement went to ruin. Each 
builder surrounded his god with some “ sacred soil ” and 
defensive frontiers, and when ho had persuaded or tempted 
others to join Iiim, and others had been compelled to 
come in, tlio cult of “ patriotism*’ arose. All enthusiasm 
for one’s country not based on tho wise and just men and 
women in it, and tbo freedom and happiness of its inhab* 
itants, is of artificial cultivation. And for that very reason 
patriotism, in tins egoistic sense, is able to overpower 
natural instincts and emotions; just as a religious cult 
in all time has shown its power to train men to worship 
and fight for cruel deities whom their unsophisticated 
sentiment would abhor. 

Tho natural evolution of patriotism would bo to consider 
it as tho expansion of the family sentiment. It is not an 
egoistic but an unselfish feeling which causes us to ho 
especially concerned with that which is within our reach, 
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and for whicli we are to some extent responsible. A child 
run over at my door, or a murder near my residence, pro- 
duces a more profound emotion in me than the destruction 
of multitudes in some distant land. It is an artificial 
patriotism which leads men to national expansions dic- 
tated by pride, and it is also a subversive patriotism when 
it leads to aggressions for the sake of any national interest. 
The gentlemen whom I have mentioned as having met in 
New York, some of my early friends, had like myself 
memories of the years when as boys we lit patriotic bon- 
fires for our country’s criminal victories over Mexico ; we 
remembered well the glories gained by our flag by the 
massacres of our poor aborigines ; and how patriotism had 
summoned us to run with the bloodhounds to hunt men 
and women escaping from slavery and return them to 
bondage. It could not occur to any of them that in a 
few years that same kind of patriotism would summon 
us to rejoice in a repetition on Spain of the outrage on 
Mexico, or to be elated when, after freeing four millions 
of coloured people, we should proceed to purchase ten mil- 
lions of them, and slay and torture them into submission. 
Still less could any of us imagine that the artificial cultiva- 
tion and cult of flag-worship could blind our nation as a 
whole to the monstrous absurdity that we should assume 
control over any foreign — especially any coloured — race 
when we are unable to protect our own negro citizens 
from being freely slain and even burned alive. 

It was inevitable that an old student of literature and 
art should estimate a country by its great men and 
women, — thinkers, writers, artists, — to whom he could 
look up. Many of those at whose feet I had sat in 
America were dead, and American art was to such an ex- 
tent transplanted to Europe that it was difficult to set 
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ray native land above Englaml and Franco ; but it seemed 
a suHicicnt compensation for the loss of tbo bigb peaks if 
Uio plains vfcrc smiling with fine harvests. I as assured 
by good obscn'crs that the American people srero receiving 
better wages and living in happier homes than tbo masses 
of any otlicr country, that they were being educated, and 
tlierc must spring up n race of tliinb'cni greater than our 
lost masters. 

It was n stage in ray pilgrimage to visit in Ids band- 
some mansion in Xcw York a man wbo bad for some 
time nppcare<l to mo tbo most striking fignre in religious 
Amcric.!, — Robert G. Ingersoll. Many years before a 
j'oung relative of my wife, WilHam Jcnckcs, bad sent me 
to London a book on *‘Tbo Gods,” apparently made up 
of occasional addresses by Ingersoll. lie was then styled 
Colonel Ingersoll l>ocause of his services in ibo Union 
War, and bo bad also been a member of Congress. In one 
of these lectures bo bad said, “An boncst Go<l is tbo no- 
blest work of man,” \^irtch became a sort of Western ])ro- 
verb. In 1881, being on a visit to Boston, ray wife and I 
found ourselves in tbc Parker llouso with the Ingcrsolls, 
and went over to Charlestown to bear him lecture. Ills 
subject was “The Mistakes of Moses,” and it was a mein- 
orablo experience. Our lost leaders,— Emerson, Tliorcau, 
Theodore Parker, — wbo bad rc.ally spoken to disciples 
ratbet tban to lUo naUotk> sccuied. to Imo eontribulcd 
sometbing to form tins organ by which their voice could 
reach tbc people. Every variety of power was in this ora- 
tor, — logic and poetry, humour and imagination, sim- 
plicity and dramatic art, moral earnestness and bound- 
less sympathy. Tbo wonderful power which Wasbii^gton’s 
attorney-general, Edmund Randolph, ascribed to Tliomas 
Paine of insinuating bis ideas equally into learned and 
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unlearned had passed from Paine’s pen to Ingersoll’s 
tongue. The effect on the people was indescribable. The 
large theatre was crowded from pit to dome. The people 
were carried from plaudits of his argument to loud laugh- 
ter at his humorous sentences, and his flexible voice carried 
the sympathies of the assembly with it, at times moving 
them to tears by his pathos. 

That which especially attracted me in Ingersoll’s lec- 
tures and pamphlets was that his affirmations were con- 
veyed by negations. My friend and relative, Moncure 
Robinson, Sr., of Philadelphia, recognized the great power 
of Ingersoll, but deplored its being used to pull down 
without building up. Blit I found that what my venerable 
friend was thinking of was not the destruction of dogmas 
or of creeds, but his feeling that churches were valuable in- 
stitutions, and tliat Ingersoll did not even attempt to found 
any institution that could assist in the spiritual culture 
and charities of which families had need. But I felt that 
this was the only kind of work that could be done really 
by free thought. Were it to build up any institution it 
might be founded on scientific doctrines necessarily tran- 
sient, and imitate the pious habit by fortifying and de- 
fending some particular form of unbelief. 

The perfect freedom of Ingersoll’s mind was often 
illustrated in his lecture; as for instance, after having 
cited from the Bible some narrative of terrible cruelty 
ascribed to the command of Jehovah, he paused for nearly a 
minute, then lifting his hand and looking upward he said 
solemnly, “ I trust that God, if there be a God, will take 
notice that I am down here on earth denouncing this libel 
on his character.” 

The country was full of incidents and anecdotes relat- 
ing to these marvellous lectures. Once when he was lectur- 
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ing at San Francisco on a Sunday c^cnlng in a crowded 
tlicatrc, some man in the audience cried, “ Do j ou bclios c 
in baptism ? ” Ingcrsoll replied good naturcdlj , “ Yes, — 
cspociall) TMth soap I'* 

Dong before Ins reputation as a free tliiiibcr was made 
be \ns noted in the "West for Ins great ability in defend 
ing persons in danger of injustice George Iloadl), for 
mer governor of Obio, told mo that on one occasion he 
defended an hlimblo man charged v\ith manslaughter, 
which had occurred in some broii Ingcrsoll came into 
court and after listening to the prosecution arose and said, 
“On raj nay to this room I stopped at the house of a 
poor woman She had been confined uhilo her husband 
was m prison — the prisoner at the bar The woman laj 
on her bed with the infant beside her, nnduitli tears m 
her eyes she said to me, * Send mo bacK ni) husband , ho 
IS a good husband, a good father, an industrious man 
Oh, send mo hacK my husband I * *’ There u as a moment s 
silence after Ingcrsoll said tins in his tender aoice, and 
then one of the jury cried out, “ 13y God, Bob, i\c ’ll do 
it' ’’ 

Ingcrsoll never started out in life to be a leader of free 
thought lie was a very able lanjer, and by his profes 
Sion gained reputation and wealth , Ins religious icono 
clasm was incidental In lus experience m manj States 
he saw mucb of the provincial naTro^vncss and intolerance 
arising from what he considered superstition, and now 
and then in the interialsof the court sittings he would 
speak to small clubs of secularists or admirers of Thomas 
Paine , these addresses found their waj to the public and 
excited pulpit denunciations, and as bo was always ready 
to answer, Ins audiences swelled until it was difficult to 
get a scat in the always crowded theatres 
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There was nothing of the scoffer about IngersoU ; he did 
not fling epithets, but argued his case before the crowd as 
if they were judges and jurymen. In all the lectures of 
his which I have heard I remarked the chastity of his 
mind and speech. Even at the cost of a strong point he 
would avoid dwelling on biblical details which he thought 
obscene. Of course he did not fail to assert that there 
were such passages, and in answer to clergymen contend- 
ing that morality depended on the Biblfe, IngersoU said, 
“ I will give any respectable clergyman a thousand dollars 
if he will read to his congregation on Sunday every word 
of a chapter I shall select from the Bible.” This chaUenge 
was of course not accepted, and it was a blow all the more 
effective because of the orator’s always unblemished per- 
sonal character and his charities. 

There were several months during which an ailment of 
the throat prevented IngersoU from speaking in public. 
Curiosity and interest in the South led me to an assembly 
in Brooklyn met to welcome a Southern revivalist, — 
Rev. Sam Jones, — who said in his address, “The only 
way with infidels is to stop their talking ; a touch on the 
throat of IngersoU” — a burst of laughter from the 
preachers present ended the sentence. It was something 
like the scene in Lucian where the gods descend to attend 
invisibly a debate on their own existence between two 
Athenians. The atheist getting the better of the argu- 
ment, the champion of the gods breaks out with personal 
vituperation, much to the delight of Zeus, who says, “ Tliat 
is the way ! when you try to argue you are dumb as a 
fish I ” There being no possibility of personal abuse in 
IngersoU’s case, this re\dvalist suggests to Jupiter the 
only method by which the great lawyer’s arguments could 
be met, — strangulation. But nieimwhilc IngersoU in his 
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enforced repose was prepanng, and was presently deliver- 
ing, lectures more formidal>Io than ever. 

I was somewhat amused by Mrs. Farrell, who in her 
boundless devotion to her brother confided to mo that she 
had remarked that “every public speaker who had de- 
famed Robert had somehow come to a bad end.” Ko doubt 
this lady, a very sjnritueUe and attractive freethinker, has 
in her mind some chain of cause and effect in the pheno- 
mena, — of which she mentioned several examples, — but 
it recalled the widespread feeling of Thomas Paine’s com- 
rades, that his many escapes from imminent death were 
somehow providential. But there is no doubt whatever 
about the special providence that surrounded Ingcrsoll in 
his own home. As at Harvard Divinity School wo used 
the title of Professor Andrews Norton’s book and described 
his daughters as the “Evidences of Oiristianity,” the 
happy faces of those lovely ladies, — wife, daughters, sister, 
~-and the domestic happiness of Ingcrsoll himself, wero 
widely felt as evidences of the benign influences of free- 
thought. Indeed, it could not fail to bo remarked in how 
many tender and touching passages in liis lectures w*cro 
reflected the family affections of this largcdicartcd orator. 

On Ingcrsoll’s last visit to 'Walt Whitman, — to whom 
he was bountiful, — ho said, “Walt, the mistake of your 
life was that you did not marry. Thero ought to he a 
woman here,” he added, looking around at the poor cha- 
otic room. (Ingersoll’s address at the funeral of Walt 
Whitman was the grandest and most impressive utterance 
of that kind which I have ever he.ard.) 

One very intimate in the family told mo that whenever 
one of them applied for money, Ingcrsoll never asked 
how much, or what it was for, hut pointed to a drawer 
and said, “There it is; help yourself.” 
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I Lave gone far aLead of tLe year when I first talked 
•with Ingersoll in Lis own Lome. My call Lad no purpose 
except to pay some Lomage to tLe ablest freetLinker 
America Las produced. I remember notbing of our con- 
versation except tLat Le surprised me by Lis tLorougL 
knowledge of SLakespeare. He interested me also by some 
of Lis conjectures ; for instance, tLat tLe Labit of closing 
tLe eyes in prayer may Lave originated in prayers to tLe 
dazzling sun. I did not agree witL some of IngersoU’s 
opinions, but I Lad recognized tLe Latred swelling against 
a man of genius, — more religious in my sense tLan tLe 
old preacLer, Lis fatLer, — and I knew tLat Le was leading 
an insurrection of Luman Learts against tLe inLumanities 
of tLe Bible and tLe cruelties of dogmatic propagandism. 
I did not, Lowever, tLen imagine it possible tLat ortLodox 
Latred could ever so override tLe old traditions of reli- 
gious liberty in America as to compel Ingersoll to resign 
tLe nomination as minister to Germany, conferred on Lim 
by President Hayes. 

At WasLington I took a long look at tLe original 
draft of tLe Declaration of Independence, and es2Decially 
noted tLe long black mark of Jefferson’s pen cancelling 
tLe paragrapL denouncing negro slavery. TLat mark, 
dictated by SoutL Carolina and Georgia, widened in less 
tlian three generations into tLe vast battlefield where 
from SoutL Carolina was fired the first gun. TLe chief 
centre of that battlefield was the region of Virginia I was 
about to visit. I found there that the people Lad no longer 
any Latred of the North, and that the whites and blacks 
were dwelling together peaceably and kindly. TLe plague 
of lynching Lad not yet broken out even in the far South 
(and indeed it Las ne%"er ravaged Virginia). On my 
two previous ^^sits since the war its traces on the country 
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were XQoro Tisible Iban in 1883; tlio fieWs -wero now raore 
smiling. But somcliow tho desolation of tbo iuliabitants 
appeared greater. Old age seemed to have ovcrswiftlj 
come upon them. Gcorgo Sand’s grandmother, speaking 
of her husband, twice her age, said ho never got old. “ In 
tbosG days French gentlemen never got old ; it was the 
Revolution that brought old ago into France.” 

The personal events that strike deepest in a man work 
out their effects slowly. Tho tree whose root lightning 
has touched may seem unscathed, but after some months 
tho foliage loses tho old freshness, and in another season 
it stands bare amid the flourishing grove. The mysterious 
and indefinable lightning that touched tho innermost life 
in me w.as tho virtual outlawry I suffered in 18G3 for hav- 
ing proposed to abandon the war against tho Confederates 
on condition of a guaranteed emancipation of all their 
slaves. There were just two voices that came to me from 
America declaring that I was right, — that of my wife 
and that of tho Hon. Martin F. Conway, who had just 
lost his seat in Congress for opposing the war in the in- 
terest of justice to both black and white. Those whoso 
friendship I valued much were not unfriendly. “ We 
know you are sincere and your heart right, but wo have 
a country now, we glory in the Union wo once wished to 
dissolve, we worship what wo had burned, and we see 
that you aro following a delusion I” Such in substance 
was what my old anti-slavery comrades said. That I had 
committed a mistake in supposing that they would not sup- 
port a war merely for the sake of a political or territorial 
Union it was easy to confess. For the sake of my family 
I bent before the storm. But the work of the lurid flash 
that came out of me could not be undone. I was driven 
— yes, driven — by every force of mind and heart into 
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myself. I was compelled to the painful and humiliating 
certainty that the whole world was wrong, hty heart and 
mind had no relation to a Union that required a half mil- 
lion human sacrifices for its continuance. My country 
then was not of this world, nor yet of any heavenly world. 

What then could I do but set me down in London and 
from “ the little chapel in my own mind ” preach to the 
large chapel of reasoning and humane men and women 
who desired my ministry ? 

There little by little the hope — almost the faith — 
grew that the peaceful and happy country was forming 
on earth. But along with this came an awakened interest 
in the Past, in the dreams that led the old voyagers, as 
sung by Tennyson in “ Ulysses,” the colonists who built 
up happy communities before the revolutionary demon 
had taken possession of the world. My own native State, 
Virginia, was a land of old romances, one of which in- 
spired me to imagine the tale which opens my Christmas 
volume, “ A Necldace of Stories ” (1880). The tale entitled 
“The Invisible Queen” relates to the lost Virginia col- 
ony (1587-1591), and to Virginia Dare, the first Englisli 
child born in America (August 18, 1587). Seven English 
youths yachting in that region are led blindfold by 
' merry Indian maidens from their yacht, The Fancy, 
to the interior of an island, — “Croatan,” — and find 
there an ideal city founded by Eleanor Dare and her 
daughter Virginia, — the only persons (according to my 
talc) preserved by the Indians when tlicy destroyed 
the colony of 1589.’ Tlie letters CKO (supposed to 
mean Croatan) carved on a post, bad been the only sign 
left in the perished English settlement nearly three huu' 

* nip coinciftcnce of tny plot niul Bomo tlotails TTith ^fr. Kidrr Ifa^jifnrtra 
.VAf (ISSO) is close enongli to coastituto ono of the curiosities of literature. 
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(Irod anti fifty years before tbo seven youths were led to 
tbo beautiful city of the same name. They lived there 
for a time in perfect happiness, but duties carried them 
back. The years bring them family and fame, but in each 
household, and each heart of and child, there is a 
legend and dream of the happy island. And finally tbo 
coast-steamer, Tlio Iron City, starts out from Baltimore 
with an English party — tho seven and their wives and 
children — to visit Croatan. For days they explore island 
after island, hut tho poor and ragged people on them 
never heard of any Croatan and B.ay thoro have been no 
Indians in that region for a hundred years. 

Some excursionists in tho Yellowstone Park remarked 
a Catholic abh6 who w.as an indefatigable sigbt-scer, 
and attracted every one by his sociability and intelligence. 
Sir ls^onn.aii Lockycr, I think, was along, and expressed 
his pleasure at meeting an abb($ so obscmint and joy- 
ous. Tho Catholic conCdcd to him a curious dream : ho 
had died, and fonnd himself at the gato of heaven; when 
about to ask admission tbo sad reflection camo to him 
that ho had lianlly seen anything of the countiy* in which 
he had been living. Tho thought awakcued him, aud ho 
at onco packed his trunk. 

ily own reflection, on the eve of visiting other hemi- 
spheres, was that even naturally observant eyes can see 
in youth but littlo of what is around them, because they 
are set to study dead langua^s and nations, and set to 
dreaming of tho gates of Heaven, "When I first met 
Sir Charles Lycll and said something about coming to 
SCO t!io Old "World, bo said it might yet bo shown that 
America is tho oldest world. Ho meant geologically, but 
in after years, reading traditions of tho Vilcings and Vin- 
land, and tho letters of Columbus, I queried whether 
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Eden, so far as actual, was not veritably in my native 
region where my tale had fixed the Indian Utopia. Eor 
Eden is where love and innocency and peace are. The 
natives whom Columbus found were, as he wrote, “ a lov- 
ing uncovetous people, so docile in all things that I as- 
sure your Highness that I believe in all the world there 
is not a better people or a better country ; they love their 
neighbours as themselves, and they have the sweetest and 
gentlest way of talking in the world, and always with a 
smile.” This in Hispaniola. At San Salvador “ they had 
much friendship for us,” “ they neither carried arms nor 
understood such things,” “ they are of good understand- 
ing.” At the Bio de Mares the houses “ made of palm 
branches were very beautiful,” “ and within were very 
clean, and their fittings in good taste.” Elsewhere — 
“These Indians are very gentle, without knowing what 
evil is, neither killing nor stealing.” 

“ I believe,” writes Columbus again, “ they would eas- 
ily be converted to Christianity, for it appeared to me 
they had no creed.” But, alas, Columbus had no idea of 
judging trees by their moral fruits. He was seeking the 
enchanted land of Prester John — Presb3d:er John, i. e. 
aged John, tarrying till the Lord come, in a palace of un- 
imaginable splendour. Some mediseval wag had hoaxed 
the world with a letter to the Pope signed by this fictitious 
John describing his throne of diamonds in the land of gold, 
surrounded by mirrors, in which he could see what was 
being done in every part of the globe. This letter was 
taken seriously, and to the mythical monarch Columbus ac- 
tually brought a letter of introduction penned by the hand 
of Queen Isabella. The name of Prester John had disap- 
peared before the title Hombre de tamano, “the great 
man,” which survives in the St. Tammany of New York. 
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This St. Tammany, on whom had so strangely fallen 
tho mantle of the beloved disciple, was ns an individual 
fabulous, but bo was Ibo typical representative of all that 
gentleness and humanity of the races which were found 
not only by Columbus but by tho first settlers of Vir* 
ginia. Tho tragedies which Columbus initiated in tho 
Southern islands, by turning tbc gentle natives into gold 
by enslaving them under tho pretext of making them 
Christians, had spread terror all along the coast, and to 
that inhumanity wore due tho tragic.!! events which oc- 
curred in this 8.1100 Virginia ncighbourhoo<l svhero these 
notes were made. 

I am convinced that Maryland w.13 named after tho 
mother of Jesus by tlie Spaniards who first discovered 
the Chesapeake and named It tho Bay of Santa Maria ; 
and that Virginia was not named after tho ‘virgin* 
Queen Elirabeth, but for tho Virgin Mary. Tlio first 
church built in our country was ** tho log chapel on tho 
R3pp.ihannock,” about 15T2. Tho Indian name for Vir- 
ginia was lacan, and the chapel was dedicated to ** La 
Madro do Dios do Incan.” It may have stood where our 
little town of Falmouth now stands, for Father Segura 
and his little company of priests and five native converts 
journeyed up tho Rappabannoclc to a vilkige, and prob- 
ably the largest on tho river was near tlio falls. One of 
tho “ converts,” a brother of tho king of Iac.in, christened 
Don Luis do Vel.^sco, had been carried oft years before 
to Spain (15GG). It loolcs as if this conversion had been 
under coercion, for soon after his return as a missionary 
Don Luis resumed his aboriginal cbaractcr: tho entire 
mission was exterminated, — in Catholio tradition massa- 
cred, — except one native (Cuban) convert, christened 
Alphonsus, on whoso oridcnco eight of tho lacans were 
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hanged by Menendez to the yardarm some years later. It 
is said that there still exists in some sacristy in Havana 
the cross which alone was saved from the log chapel. 

In the more cruel time of Anglo-Saxon colonization in 
Virginia the only living Madonna was the Indian princess 
called Pokahuntas, who repeatedly rescued the whites from 
the retribution richly deserved. One of my uncles, John 
Moncure of Carmora, named a son Powhatan, and wished 
to name a daughter Pokahuntas, — this not being done 
because the name was found to be an epithet invented by 
the whites, the real name being Amonate. I tried to track 
this exquisite lady in all of the records of the time and 
gradually reached the painful and humiliating conclusion 
that she was not the exceptional personage she was gener- 
ally supposed to be, but the fair type of a gentle and 
intelligent as well as comely and shapely race. The people 
found by Columbus in Cuba and by Menendez in Florida 
and elsewhere were similarly kind and attractive. These 
happy and hospitable peoples have been steadily destroyed 
by our white race, which now judges the American abori- 
gines by the red man of to-day. But this contemporary 
red man is not the creation of nature but of the Anglo- 
Saxon and the Spaniard, who by their massacres left the 
only survivor in this silent, grim, irreconcilable figure. 
He is the monument of the innumerable tribes that have 
perished, but who might have contributed to our English 
blood an element of geniality and unselfishness which 
would have made the American something better than a 
reproduction of the Englishman. As it is, we are lilce 
our fathers, going through the world turning once happy 
islands and coasts into cemeteries and calling it civiliza- 
tion and Christianization. 

My pilgrimages in Virginia were to historic spots in 
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winch I hntl tahcn lltllo intcrc5t in boyhood and after- 
wards too deeply in the current of affairs to tlnnlc of, 
until now turnetl fifty. I BtroHed over the fann associated 
with legends of ”\Vaslnngton*« childhoo<l, which really re* 
j>ort with more veracity the childhood of his countrj*. I 
visited the old homestead Chatham, so named by "SVash- 
ington’s fnend "William I'ltr-hogh in honour of tho carl 
who had so eloquently defended the rights of the Ameri- 
cans. Kcnmorc, where Colonel Yielding IjCWis lived, 
his wife l>cing Washington*# sister, and the home near 
by where Washington’s mother dwelt in her last years, 
were in fair condition, but the beautiful foliage in which 
they were cmboweretl Iiad hirgcly disappeared. The 
monument to Washington’s mother was still the pictur- 
esque feature of the nclghbourhocMl, and in my eyes Uie 
more sTorthy of preserration because it was scarred all 
over by the shot and shell which had raged around it near 
ninety years after the old lady’s boily was tlicro laid. 

A house in Frcdcrichsburg gained daring the Hcvolu- 
tion tho name “Tho Sentry ilox.” It was the rcsulcnco 
of General "Weedon who distinguished him'?clf in tho bat- 
tle of Trenton, and was left by 'Washington in charge of 
the Hessians. lie was not Ihcrcforo in the struggle that 
ensued at rrincclon, where Ids brolhor-in-law, General 
Hugh fiercer, fell. For a good many years after the ^rar 
was over the ofTiccrs of this region, including General 
"IVashingtou, used to enjoy a Christmas Kight revel in 
General Weedon’s “ Sentry Bor.” They used to dress up 
two little negroes as sergeants on guard at the door, and 
tho colored waiters were in uniform. Judge Beverly R. 
'Wcllford, belonging to a historic family of Frcdcriclcs- 
burg, gave mo the song — probably composed by Weedon 
— which was always sung by these old comrades. 
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On Christmns Dar in Sercntr-fix 
Our rag^gcd troops with bnv’ncts fixt 
For Trenton marchotl nwnv; 

The Delaware ice, the boats below, 

The light obscured bv hail and snow, 
But no sign of dismay. 

Onr object was the Hessian band 
That dare invade fair Freedom’s land 
And quarter in that place: 

Great Washington, he led us on 
With ensigns streaming with renown, 

Which ne’er had known disgrace. 


In silent march we spend the night. 

Each soldier panting for the fight. 

Though quite benumbed with frost: 
Greene on the left at six began, 

The right was with brave Sullivan, 

Who in battle no time lost. 

Tlicir pickets stormed, the .alarm v.ms spread 
That rebels risen from the dead 
Were marching into town; 

Some scampered here, some soatnpered there, 
And some for action did prepare — 

But soon their arms laid down. 

Twelve hundred .servile miscreants 
With all their colours, gnus, and tents 
Were trophies of the d.ay: 

The frolic o'er, the bright canteeti 
In centre, front, and rear was fccu, 

Driving fiilipie away. 

Atol, hrotiwm of the cau'c ! let ’s .s-ni,' 

Our cafe driivertini't- frvn: n Ki::;; 

Who "trove to etteml hi? sway; 
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I did not at that time know muck of the seamy side of the 
American Revolution, hut I knew enough of the mean- 
nesses and injustices, as well as of the horrors of war, to 
conceive a misgiving concerning the heroics which in most 
minds supplied the place of exact knowledge about that 
struggle. It brought not only to Washington’s mother 
hut to many of the best families just such distress as the 
Union war brought, — a distress to the conquerors and 
conquered alike. 

And the two wars were branches of the same poison- 
ous tree. What was it that in 1776 enabled two col- 
onies — South Carolina and Georgia — to set aside the 
anti-slavery feeling of eleven colonies, and compel Jeffer- 
son to cancel the denunciation of slavery in the Declara- 
tion of Independence ? War. It was necessary for \uctory 
that the colonies should be united ; as Franklin said, “ We 
must all hang together or all hang separately.” It was 
equally necessary after the victory that a union of all the 
colonies should be formed to prevent defeated and hu- 
miliated England from reconquering them singly, and the 
compulsory cancelling mark reappeared in the concessions 
to slavery in the Constitution. It was that black mark 
persistent in the war between North and South which 
slew half a million. 

But little is told by the mere figures. The uniforms 
hid individual hearts and minds, and those who survive 
can never be the same. The moral and psychological 
effects of a war are immeasurable, and no one escapes 
them, not even those unborn when the visible war oc- 
curred. I was three thousand miles away from the Union 
War, in a beatitiful English homestead, when a stroke 
came from across the sea which not only at once changed 
my whole outer life but ultimately my inner vision. 
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T!io old ivcople lu Virginia were kneeling, and sotno 
heads prcmalnrcly grey vrero bent to the God o{ tlieir 
fathers. Some humilintion of defeat was in their licarts, 
— pcrluaps in those who had been soldiers of the Confeder- 
acy some bitterness, — so that I had to iiso tact in speaking 
of the past. ”\Vcro they kneeling to exactly the same God 
whom they had invoked cittring the war? How few are 
they who in using the word “ God ” realize that in that 
collectivist term are included many various and some con- 
trorioiis ideals. The only point in which they unite is 
an omnipotent V^ill. Among the jmpers of Abraham 
Lincoln was found this nolo written in September, 1802, 
a fc.arful moment of the war:— - 

Tlio will of God prevails. In great contests each party 
claims to act in accowlanco with the will of God. Both 
may bo, and one must be, wrong. Gotl cannot bo for and 
against the same thing at the same time. In the present 
civil war it is quite possible that God’s purpose is some- 
thing different from the purpose of either party, and yet 
[that] tlic human instnimcntalities, working just as they 
do, arc of the best adaptation to effect his purpose. I am 
almost ready to say that this is probably true; that God 
wills this contest, and wills that it shall not end yet. By 
his mere great power on the minds of the now contcst.anks 
he could have either saved or destroyed the Union without 
a human contest. Yet the contest began. And having 
begun, he could give the final victory to either side any 
d.ay. Yet the contest proceeds. 

Even the histori.an Froude, in his rectorial address at 
St. Andrews used the phrase “ God of Battles.” In that 
form the biblical “ God of Hosts” (that is, tlio stars of 
heaven) is anglicized into a terrestrial war-god who makes 
virtu.il atheism the only hope of peace on cartli. 

"Well, the corn was waving luxuriantly on the Virginia 
battlefields, the jMioplc weto bravely endeavouring to 
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repair tteir losses ; the negroes gave me good reports of 
their condition ; and my own reception and welcome in 
the old home helped no doubt to incline me towards the 
optimistic view. It was a pure happiness to meet again 
my parents, and to find in them no distress about my 
heresies ; they were even reading my “ Sacred Anthology ” 
with satisfaction. In the old Methodist church I saw the 
silken white head of my father bent in prayer — in which 
I was surely thought of — and when next day the hour of 
my departure came he had disappeared. Courageous in 
everything else, he could not face the parting with one he 
loved. I never saw him again. 



CHAPTER n 


A TTiteh hunt at Washiagton — Yellow Springs, Ohio — Cincinnati — 
Judge Hoadly — Jonmay to Salt Lake City — John W. Young — Mor- 
montsm and human nature — £3der Penrose as a preacher — Mormon 
wiTes and Mormon husbands — The fate of repudiated wires. 

A t Washington I had a strange witch hunt I James 
Parker, once the body-servant of my father, — to 
remain with whom he had actually fled from freedom with 
the Northern troops to the Confederate lines, — had set- 
tled with his family in Washington. He had a beautiful 
mulatto daughter who was employed by the wife of a 
high government official as her maid, but shortly before my 
arrival tbe girl (about nineteen) began to waste away. 
Her mistress was much attached to her, and the best 
physicians were consulted, but none could explain the ail- 
ment that was apparently carrying her to the grave. 
When I called on her she barely raised her head, saying, 
“ I am sorry for you to see me in this condition.” My 
effort to get from her some explanation was fruitless. 
When I asked her if she was in love she shook her head, 
and it was the same when I su^ested religious trouble. 
But I saw that the ailment was mental, and on question- 
ing her father closely he admitted, with some shame, that 
his daughter once said to him that she feared she was be- 
witched. With that clue I consulted her employer, and a 
searching investigation revealed a strange situation. The 
black cook, having become jealous of tbeir mistress’s devo- 
tion to tbe mulatto maid, determined to frighten her aw’ay. 
Knowing that the girl wa^ sensitive and imaginative, she 
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sought to make her believe herself bewitched, and one 
morning the maid in making np her bed found beneath 
the mattress at each corner some bags of powdered glass, 
with scrawled letters and figures. The cook had kept her 
face of kindness, and on seeing the charms affected pity 
and said their fatal influence could not be escaped but by 
flight. The poor maid was ashamed to tell her mistress, 
and could not bear to leave lier, and was gradually pros- 
trated by terror. The cook being at once dismissed, the 
girl was soothed and restored by the affection of her mis- 
tress, and all went well. 

This family was one that I had settled at Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, in 18G2. M}’ dear friend, hlrs. Julia Law- 
rence, who resided there, had long seen after them for me, 
and when I met her on my westward journey, reported 
that though many had settled in other towns, those who 
remained were doing well. 

In Cincinnati there was excitement about an approach- 
ing gubernatorial election. The quietest place J found 
there was the homo of the Democratic candidate, Judge 
Hoadly, whoso guest I was during niy stay. Ilis residence 
(on "Walnut Hills) had shortlj* before been struck by 
lightning, which had pcnctr.atcd solely to the dniwing- 
room, which contained ndinir.ablo works by Turner, Corot, 
Courbet, Frere, and others, but the thunderbolt had so 
well conducted itself that nothing whatever was touched 
e.xccpt the gilded cornice, which was changed to a sort of 
gilt-toothed comb. This he.avenly decoration had Ic'cn 
preserved. In ISoT Iloadly had loft his j)arty nml cfvip- 
ornted with the liepublicans against shavvry; tl>at i^-uc 
settled, the Democrats ha<l now summoned him to h-' t!e‘ir 


leader. Iloadly was elected, and it was jinder his 
able ndniiui’4nttion that the Cincinnati jail was s 


ndmir- 
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fully defended against a mob of lynclicrs, u-liich endeav- 
oured to seize and murder a negro youth awaiting trial 
for murder. 

I had some fear of my dear and intimate friend Judge 
Hoadly entering upon a political career. As a judge ho 
bad shown snob ablUiy that be really belonged to the 
United Stales Supremo Court. But the Democrats had 
need of him; they had votes enough to elect their candi- 
date if tlicy could find an eminent leader, but nothing 
succeeds like success, and although the Republican party 
had lost many virtues it had never parted from that of 
success. Hoadly was a Democrat on philosophical princi- 
ples ; ho believed in the Declaration of Independence, and 
was such a Jcfforsoniai* that when I asked permission to 
dedicate to him my “ Life of Paine,” nhom ho placed next 
to Jefferson, ho consented, but with some anxiety lest I 
should repeat the exposure of Jefferson’s duplicity given 
in my work on E<lmund Randolph. 

I made the most of this opportunity to obtain light on 
the subjects I had dealt with in my little book “Republi- 
can Superstitions.” Judge Hoadly inclined to think that 
Paine, Franklin, and Jefferson were mistaken in oppos- 
ing bicameralism in Congress. The Union being by the 
judge’s theory a federation of nations, they needed a 
federal assembly in addition to a popular one, but he did 
not deny the anomaly I pointed out, that the Senate — 
the House of these Nations (States) — should have a 
power over the purse of the people unknown to the House 
of Lords. Though an advocate of free-trade, always pre- 
vented by the Senate, the judge considered the chief 
defect of the Constitution to bo in the words of its pre- 
amble — “ general welfare.” In urging Congress and the 
President to eradicate slavery when it was trying to 
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destroy the Union, on the ground that the Constitution 
ordered them to “provide for the general welfare,” few 
of us reflected that the phrase was double-edged and 
might he used to interfere with local self-government in 
the future or even with any individual liberty which a 
perhaps momentary majority of congressmen considered 
detrimental to the “ general welfare.” When I quoted this 
clause in England, as justifiying some policy of Congress, 
an able writer in the “Pall Mall Gazette,” endently a 
learned jurist, answered that the phrase was meant to ex- 
clude the federal government from interfering with state 
or municipal interests and to restrict it to the general 
(e. g. foreign or territorial) interests as distinguished from 
those of the States. This reply led me to examine the 
debates of the Constitutional Convention of 1787, but I 
was unable to discover that the phrase “ general welfare ” 
was discussed at all or introduced in that convention. 

The steady encroachment* of the federal government 
on personal liberty and on religious equality is traceable 
in the treatment of the Mormons. The persecutions origi- 
nally left to mobs were adopted and systematized by our 
“general welfare” rulers at Washington. Although pol}'- 
gamy appeared to me as the outcome of an extreme bibli- 
cal letter-worship, I had long recognized, with some of the 
ablest men I knew in London, that the congressional per- 
secution of the Mormon Church was an unconstitutional 
policy animated by an immoral spirit under the mask of 
morality. The law against polygamy had boon worded so 
that a man might maintain .as many women as ho pleased 
provided tlioy wore not conceded the dignity and legal 
protection of “ wives.” 

I looked forward with dread to the five days and nights 
by railway needed to reach Salt Lake City, but it was 
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travelling in a fine liotol, and I ne\cr Iiail a pleasanter 
journc} Tins was partly duo to a fellow t^a^ oiler, John 
AV Young, son of tho famous Prcsiilcnt Brigham Young 
John \y Young was an affablo nnu, with tho lutclli 
gcnco derned from tho iinncrsit^ of life and cxpcncncc 
There was some sternness about his mouth, but his c\c 
was genial I told him that I should probably use pub- 
Itclj mj conversations with lam lie held in his hand a 
book oil Mormons b} Philip Hobinson, and also the state 
mentsof Judge Jeremiah BlacU I free)} agreed with him 
that there was much m human nature that accorded with 
polygaraj and which had a disastrous development m 
great cities The evolution of man, in conquering tho 
lands and seas of the world, Ins life in camps and |>ort8, 
had tended to make him a natural |>ol^ gamist Mr Young 
said, “You can’t go contrary to man s nature ’ “ But,” 

I answered, “ man’s nature is on!) half tho human nature 
in the world, there is tlio niftirc of woman, whom all tho 
conditions of life have tended to snake monogamist Cir 
cumstanccs in some regions havo developed other instincts 
in woman, as in the swarming Asiatic populations, vvhero 
she finds no career or even support but m nnmage, and 
where the excessive number of women made pol}gam} a 
natural, even inevitable, social economy , but theso coudi 
tions do not exist in the 'West, where tho economic advan 
tages to her of monogam) have developed a corresponding 
instinct” Mr Young said, “Woman is necossanl) tho 
inferior of man There aco religious reasons why she 
should be tho one to surrender her feelings in that respect ” 
“But was it not found araong)ou that tlio romance of life 
and tho charm of tho relation between man and maid were 
diminished by this pluralit) of wives? ” lie said, “ Court- 
ship went on among us tho same as elsewhere I believe 
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in love but not infatuation. Whatever woman may sup- 
pose she loses by being one among other wives is compen- 
sated in a greater devotion to her children, for in our 
system the maternal feelings are regarded as supreme: 
those feelings are very early developed, and form the chief 
earthly happiness of women. They also increase the affec- 
tion of man, who cannot fail to feel a deep tenderness for 
the mother of his children. It must be remembered that 
in our faith this feeling concerning the production of the 
race is a profoundly religious feeling, and brings a happi- 
ness not realized where the relations are merely worldly.” 
I asked him whether, in the growth of society in Utah, it 
was not found that there were not enough wives for all ; 
and was not this to some extent a reason for the hostility 
of the “ Gentiles.” He replied, “ The men who settle in 
this region are largely adventurers j they do not wish to 
settle down in permanent homes; they no doubt desire 
our women, but they are not generally of the marrying 
kind.” He dwelt largely upon the good order and free- 
dom from crime which had always marked their settle- 
ment, even though many outsiders had come among them. 

Entering Salt Lake City on a beautiful summer day, I 
could realize how its site had appeared to the first Mor- 
mon pilgrims a land of Beulah. Even before cultivation it 
blossomed like a rose amid the mountains. William Godbe, 
whom I had met in London, and his wife Tiad invited me 
to be their guest, and arranged a Sunday afternoon lec- 
ture for me in the Opera House. I found the Mormons 
were by no means the vulgar people some supposed them, 
nor the puritanical sectarians I had imagined them, but 
the Salt Lake aristocracy. In driving about the neighbour- 
hood I met a company of young ladies with fine horses 
and fashionable riding-habits : all Mormons. At the bath- 
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)T)g 1 >cw1j Tnany tncrry in gay costumes nrero swim- 
ing: nearly all Mormons. Jti tlio Ojvra Ilotjso Ada Kchan 
dcligbteil a largo antlicneo l»y Iter acting in “ Arttclo 47,” 
and I rcmarlcc<l lljo beauty and clcganco of tlio young 
ladles: mostly ^fonnons. ^fy lecture in tlio same Iionso 
vr.TS attended by a fine amlicncc, tsro tinrtls licing ^^o^non 
families, quite as veil dres*cd and intelligent as tlio fami- 
lies of otlicr regions. 

On Sunday morning in tlic finely festooned Tabemaclo 
tbc crowd, more than ten tbon«and, was made tip of j>coplo 
galbcrcsl from many land*, and romo of the dc\'oul np- 
j>eare<l more rustic than those seen in tlic theatre. Hut 
here I remarkc<l an old-fasbionctl simplicity somewhat lilcc 
that of ^^cthodist meeting* in the South. Usra.s rcrj'bot, 
and occasionally during the fcnnon some one would go for 
a drinlc to one of the water buckets proridot! at each door. 
Tlio ncenc was unique. Tlierc snis an organ, slringcd in- 
stniments and admirable choir; but in two hymns the 
mnltitndc joined, and the fcrmit ringing of *o many 
s'oiees wa.s as impressiro ns the refrain of the people re- 
sponding to the choir in St. Peter’s at Uome. The air was 
cooled by a largo fountain playing in the centre of the 
building. 

And what shall 1 say of the sermon? It was given by 
Klder Penrose, editor of tho **Po«iorct Xews.” IIo stands 
in my memory as a rather tall and lank figure, with small 
head and woll-chicollcd features, a largo grey eye, and a 
voice of wonderful flexibility — oven his low tones reaching 
mo distinctly in the middle of tho Coliscitm-liko edifice, 
lie took no text and spoke without notes, without hesita- 
tion, and witli little gesture except in a few dramatic 
pxssagos. I was astonished by tho ability of tho sermon, 
which lasted an hour and was listened to with that deep 
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attention wliicli v.-as so impressive in Plymouth Church 
when Beecher preached. I doubt not tliat if tl)is jMormoii 
preacher had been a Congrcgationalist he would have had 
national distinction. He was, however, in his Tabernacle 
freer than Beecher in Plymouth Church, having no com- 
punction in occasionally (though rarely) raising the loud 
laughter that Beecher generally reserved for the lecture 
hall. It was a complete doctrinal discourse. After a care- 
ful account of the patriarchs and their wives, he fjuoted 
the promise of Jesus that “many shall come from the 
east and the west, and shall sit down with Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.” After this 
he looked on us for a moment with solemn silence, then 
lifting his hand with an aspect of despair, expressed his 
symj)athy for the immaculate “gentiles” of Salt Lake: 
“ for,” he said, “ if Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are in 
heaven their wives must be tlicrc too; and of course tho'-e 
sinless men who declare themselves so nmcli holier than 
wo will not for a moment remain in any kingdom of 
heaven where Abraham is seen along with botli Sarah 
atul Kctui-ah, his wives.” TIjo Elder thfu on the wido 
platform gave a little sto]> or two off, indicating the op- 
ponents of polygamy rushing off in horror from the patri- 
nrchs with whom .lesiis said his di‘;ciph*'< would sit, Thvre 
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tense interest ; tlio inotljcr grew fulgcty and whispered to 
them, perhaps a proposition to leave ; the hrcatlilcss still- 
ness of the audience would have made flight a disturbance, 
and the matron contented herself with fanning vigorously 
her flushed face. 

That same evening I met in Mr. GodWs house a largo 
company of Mormons, invited in my behalf. Tliero was 
among them only one “gentile” besides myself — tho 
witty and beautiful wife of a general at the nciglibouring 
Camp Douglas. I was acquainted with some of her rela- 
tives, and was much pleased to hc.ar her experiences and 
impressions at Salt Laho City. Though reared in ortho- 
doxy, she told me that in arguing with Mormons she had 
long ago ceased to quote Scripture. “ If I appeal to tho 
Bible I am lost” 

Those who gathered in tho confcrcnco were Mormons 
friendly to somo hind of reform, nnd known ns “Godbe- 
ites.” 1 gave them to understand that my chief interest 
lay in their experiences, in tho doctrines that liad led them 
into that religion, and tho degree of spiritual satisfaction 
they had found in it. Tlioy wore intelligent people of some 
education; they wero not “cranks,” and every speaker 
had to ho taken seriously. In ono thing they all agreed, 
namely, that tho outer world was mistaken in supposing 
that any individual was attracted to a Mormon church by 
sensuality. It was rather tho ascetic who left tho sensual- 
ism of great cities and undertook tho burden of supporting 
a number of wives and their always different residences. 
They had ono and all been attracted by tho patriarchal 
idea, combined with tho early Christian communism; and 
although each person who spoke realized that tho political 
situation in Utah demanded an adaptation of the system 
to a new order, and tho relinquishment of polygamy, their 




CHAPTER HI 


San Franel«o —■ Il«d Crow Knlgl»U— Cttnw J«w and theatre-— Yoy- 
apn^ toQthvanl " Flytnf^ flth and aonCih — Pella Bacon -Shake- 
apeare-Baconism — Ilonolnla Sabbath — Captain Cook — Leijcnda — 
reIe>JeIiora)i — Rer. Tltna Coin— -SanioanS'—rbeDoinena'— New Zea- 
land — Dr. Richard Garnett — Pearl-dlren — Onr floating Utopia. 

S AN FUiVNCISCO blossomctl with banners. Five thou- 
sand Knlgbls Templars were boliVmg lbcir“ Great Tri- 
ennial” there j the Palace Hotel was sadly congested, anti 
the whole city swarmed Vr-ith men masquerading in badges, 
emblems, sasbes, swortls, and proudly bearing their cross. 

'\^^lon one loolcs back upon ibo ages when tbe ICnIght 
Templar was a real figure, and crerj* sword of bis frater- 
nity stained with the blood tliat made the Kcd Cross, it 
seemed a strange thing to find them In the far west become 
pageantrj*. There are penalties on taking a thing out of 
its historic liabitat. Hero was the cross, radiant on caps 
that called for bells, not only decorating Joss Louses, but 
vile dens, even labelling tbe whiskey bottles. 

In the Cbincso temple was a figure of the Joss, in which 
I recognized a degradation of Buddha. On Ins altar was a 
dish containing vari-colourcd candies. The Chinese idled 
around without rcvcrcuco or solemnity. One told me that 
it was a three-day festival or mission. At the end of three 
days I went that way in the evening, and at midnight 
witnessed a strange procession. The street for two hun- 
dred yards was fringed with fire from little bundles of tow, 
at which hundreds of Chinese were lighting candles, much 
in tbe same way as at the festival of torches (Moccoli), 
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wlicli closes the Carnival at Rome. Between these multi- 
tudes marched the procession, with mechanical noises 
meant for music. Midway in the procession were six or 
seven priests in red garb, and behind these, uplifted on 
the shoulders of four men, was the Joss, a variegated 
dummy with uplifted arms which startled me. It was like 
some mockery of the Pope borne in on shoulders to bless 
the crowd on New Year’s Day. 

I found the Chinese theatre interesting. An attentive 
Chinaman sat in my box and undertook to explain to me 
the plot. The interest of this was that the hero and his 
wife, pursued by enemies, find that they cannot both be 
saved ; he prepares to die, but she seizes liis sword and 
kills herself. But he, still pursued, cannot be saved except 
by touching the altar of the Joss. In order, however, to 
seek that asylum he must needs become a priest ; but by 
becoming a priest he divorces himself from his other wife, 
who is a sister of the Emperor. This highly decorated wife 
enters the temple and finds her husband beside the altar, 
turned priest. With loud lamentations she tries to drag 
him from the altar. Failing that, she tries cajolery, and 
we witnessed the fascinations of a Chinawoman trying to 
captivate her lord. My Chinaman again explains: “She 
velly sorry. She will have him back. She have no priest. 
She cry good deal.” She did cry a good deal, but wliilo 
the two were talking the curtain came down, and I under- 
stood that the conclusion would come next evening. At 
any r.ato, I know not to this day whether the heroine coaxed 
her lord back or not, or whether ho was slain by his pur- 
suers. But it was an ancient story, and in it were the 
ideas of asylum and of priestly celibacy. 

San Francisco struck me .as cosmopolitan, occupying a 
place similar to that of ancient Venice. iVloiig its streets 
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'\Tcrc costumes and complexions of various tribes, appar- 
ently exciting no attention. There was also cosmopolitan- 
ism in the absence of any air in those X met,— • 
refined and educated people. They appeared notably free 
from provincialism, Mrs. Norris told mo that when Ralph 
Waldo Emerson was there she asked him how he liked 
the Yosemito; ho replied, “It is the only thing I have 
seen out here that comes up to the brag.” But San Fran- 
cisco travels fast; it has left brag behind so far that 
nobody advised mo to see Yosemitc. 

I met some parted from in boyhood and then thought 
of as if passing into another world. Mr. Valentine Pey- 
ton and his sister, relatives whoso parting from ns in 
Virginia I could just remember, gave me a grand re- 
ception. Ho had founded a race in San Francisco, and in 
his house I was surrounded by his children and grand- 
children. Mrs. Norris, whom I had known in my student 
days as the beautiful young wife of Thomas Starr King, 
entertained me in her mansion, ami gave me an amusing 
account of her journey to the Yosemitc with the Emer- 
, son party. At the house of Mr. and Mrs. De Young of 
the “ Chronicle” I met people so charming that I began 
to think San Francisco was after all the proper place to 
migrate to from London, 

Seated on a tug, awaiting mails from the East, with 
which I am to go out to our royal Pacific ship, an old 
gentleman beguiled the hours till midnight with his memo- 
ries of California. He had been one of the “ Argonauts ; ” 
he had sought the Golden Fleece, and could tell me of the 
many who fleeced and the more who were fleeced. He was 
unimaginative, but his dry narrative strung facts suffi- 
ciently poetic. He named the millionaires whose mansions 
stand where once they sold whiskey and their wives cooked 
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for miners. One generation had witnessed the growth of 
a camp of nomads to a brilliant city, but to this day he 
said the majority of those who came to San Francisco 
have deep in them the hope of spending their last years 
somewhere else. 

Presently we aceompanied one hundred and fifty huge 
mail bags to the ship Australia. Every sack was a witness 
to the vast numbers who had come to the golden shore 
only to find it a gate to shores beyond. 

At one o’clock our ship moved noiselessly along a glitter- 
ing path toward a moon just risen like a double eagle; but 
we soon left it behind us, and felt the warm breath of the 
southern Pacific. Ah, the South ! the South ! Deep down 
in every breast there is a Mignon sighing for the finer 
gold — 

The land where the citrons bloom, 

And the gold orange lights the leafy gloom. 

Voyaging these summer seas, gently gliding to soft 
ripple of bluest waves, between Elysian dawns and Hes- 
perian sunsets, sinking more and more into a sweet day- 
dream, drinking deeper the draught of Lethe, — we on 
this floating Pacific island learned more in a week than 
anthropology can tell us about the islanders. We experi- 
enced their evolution. By the time we reached the Hawai- 
ians I was one of them. It took only three days to make 
our upper deck one of the Society Islands. We had no 
clique nor caste. Our ship rolled out of Frisco waters, 
but as it approached the tropic its rolls turned to the easy 
swing of a hammock. We had hammocks swung on deck, 
but the Australia having turned into one, they were left 
for the play of the younger children. I say younger, for 
though some of us are old, yet all children — or nearly all. 
The husband who watched so anxiously beside a pale wife, 
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answered a bloom on ber cliccb i^ith a smilmg certainty 
that bcahb is gained at lost (credulous child ’) Tbo spec- 
ulator wbo bad brooded over lost thousands recovered 
them all when lus number in tbo swccpstal ca on tbo 
boat’s run tumcil up winner 

When wo first gnlbcrcd in the smobing room tbo con 
vcrsalion fell on Shibcspcarc, In St Louis I bad been 
MSited b} "Mr Holmes, wbo bad written a boob to proic 
Ibat Lortl Hacon wrote tbo jdajs ascribed to Sbal espeare 
An Australian gentleman lucntioncd that tbo lato Dr 
Thompson of ^Iclboumc — a great niitbontj on typhus 
•—was an cnlbusiastic bcbcicr m tlio tlicorj that Loral 
Bacon wrote tbo plav* attnbute<l to Sbabcs]>c.arc He 
wrotoaworlc to prove that tbeorj^and bis friend said Dr 
Tliorapvan would have parted from anj thing on earth 
sooner than that conviction This is of ps}chological in 
tercst bat is tbero lu tbo substitution of ono naino 
for another on tbo title-page of a book» to cxcito such 
enthusiasm’ 

Just before leaving California 1 received from a gentle 
man m that region an claborato manuscript advocating 
this notion, and a note saying that lie was “ns Bcrcnel^ 
and joj fully and cxultinglj sure of this as of an> mortal 
thing” — language ono might expect from a Salvationist 
I onco met Mr Atkinson, Ilamct Martincau’s famous 
fnend, and found tho “ Baconian” thcorj was hts substi 
tuto for Chnstianitj That this idea about Bacon writ 
mg Shakespeare should flit around tho world and fill its 
beliovcrs with an exaltation and pcaco wbicli tbo world 
cannot give, is phenomenal 

Ono morning a flying fish alighted on onr upper deck, 
causing a sensation among us His graceful, silvery little 
body was sent to tho cook, Ins wings were preserved by 
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the doctor. Poor little transcendentalist I how long had 
he dreamed of this huge Unknown Power, propelled bj an 
inscrutable screw, passing through the firmament above 
his element? One resolute flight into the empyrean, one 
wild effort to penetrate the Unknowable, and he gained 
full sight of the chess-playing, novel-reading Olympians ; 
but it was only to perish. Meanwhile, among his less 
aspiring companions of the deep he has perhaps left the 
legend of an ascension. Less sorrowful was the fate of 
the huge sunfish caught under the bow of the ship, whence 
it could not free itself. It was large and heavy enough to 
retard the progress of the Australia. Efforts were made 
to secure it ; for we all saw it and would have lovingly 
eaten it ; but when the obstructed ship was stopped, and 
the pressure of the water that held the great fish removed, 
it darted away. Happy sunfish, that your solar affinities 
were limited to your name ! Alas for your winged con- 
temporary that perished in mounting to our steam-winged 
sea-monster I 

I lay in my hammock dreaming on “the attribute of 
wings.” This was the title of an essay by Toussenel trans- 
lated by Dr. Lazarus for my “ Dial ” (Cincinnati, 1860). 
In his exquisitely winged fantasy Toussenel spoke of the 
“ queen of dance,” Taglioni as La Sylphide, “whose wings 
fall at the first kiss of love.” I was too late in Europe to 
see Taglioni on the stage, but had the honour of being 
seated beside her in London at a dinner given by the 
lord mayor • to authors and artists ; and a lovely and 
spirituelle lady she was, happy in teaching others her 
beautiful art. For her genius had not all lodged in her 
feet. 

What a contrast between her and the brilliant Puritan 
lady, Delia Bacon, whose wings expanded under the joint 
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toucli of her eloquent brother. Rev. Leonard Bacon, and 
Emerson, and Jed licr — unlcisscd of love — to leap aloft 
to death 1 For it iny liclicf that her delusion about 
Shakespeare had birth in Emerson’s lecture, Shake- 
speare; or TIio poet” (Representative Xfen, ISoO). After 
all his exaltation of Shakespeare the ghost of Puritanism 
seized Emerson’s pen and added: ** He was master of tlm 
revels of mankind. ... I cannot marry this fact to his 
verse ; it must even go into the world’s history that 
the host poet led an obscure and profane life, using his 
genius for the amusement of mankind." Two or tlirco 
}cars after this, Delia Bacon, a teacher In Boston, sent to 
“Putnam’s Magazine " her denial tliat iho great poems 
could have been srritlcn by the “illiterate** manager of the 
“sordid play-house." The magazine hesitated to print it, 
and it did not appear until Januaiy*, 185G. It was anon- 
ymous, and the namo of Lord Bacon was not in it; but 
the concluding paragraph intimates that tlicrc was “one " 
who would bo connected with the plays in a further article. 
But no other article nppcarcti, for Delia had gone to Lon- 
don in 1853, and was deep in her volume, “The Philoso- 
phy of the Phiys of Shakespeare," which appeared there 
in 1857. Delia Bacon’s chief aim uas to prc5cr\'Q the 
grc.atcst works ever uTittcn from association nith the 
greenroom and the playhouse and connect them nith 
the serious purposes of the great and learned men at the 
head of whom stood Lord Bacon. She nns no Bacon 
worshipper. 

But to what a rambling digression have I been led by 
“Baconian" discussions of the Australia! 

It gave mo much pleasure to know that wo were to pass 
a whole day in Honolulu, where early travellers Ijad 
rejiorled a charming play of human life; but alas, we 
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Uunl lie m* at IlnMolnlu Witi*© cljewlicre no cong^rcga* 
tion troaltl listen to nicJj »lufF 

Tlic iMlilinth ii a Rreat In Ilonnltiltj it nrromino. 
«HtM to ro}illr, lor #aw tlie Linp cnjnunp Ini 

yarlil , nl*o to comnrrty*, for tie fsilor^, !»} 

Hnitauant, jiaootl llie vhole «1iy tmlovlinj; mtl rrloa*! 
in;; oar »!u|v. 

I tra« pUtl to nerl one tonn;; p‘tillcinan, Mr Trinl 
Danon, wlio tra< interesting lumself in tie licahh nml 
comfort of the lutlf-caiV population, — n mixt ire of 
Cliineie an<I Hatrauan,— anl nlio ihowfil no tliroiph 
ft larpr* l)tme for the or^ I an* of »wcli parentapc He ataa 
thnro iplilr o>l«ealO(l. an I familiar with tlio CIiire«e Ian- 
pnaj^e Hi* father, tl e Uer l>r Oamao, arhom I alto met, 
jrarc me aomecopiei of a monthly they ircrecclitm;:, **T1ic 
rriemi ” (fonmloil in 161*) In it I rrail an aiilhenuc 
aopotint of tie «|f-a'h of Captain Cooh m ITT*^ IIii 
aailcira ha«l wminl an oM iror»Jcn f^l to ti«e fnr limllir;; 
wooj Tlie natiTct trir<l to rreoter their pfnl , there 
wft* a fl/jhl; ami CapLam Cwh, ninnm,'; nj» to Lnovr 
nliat wai the tronhle, trn* tprareil in the har] In 1611 
a natire yojth tiamcti OIkwI lali, queitmiiM nl*otit tin* 
wooden aaid that the Hairniian* l>el}PTCil that when 
they liad mailo auch a fonn and eel it tjj> the spirit would 
come and live in the woml, ami when lha wooil geta old 
they mahe a new wooilen god, and tho spirit goea out of 
tlie old one and conic* to lire m the new ” I rcccivetl n 
strong imprcjdon (hat the spirit of that wooden god liad 
posscil into tlic Sahhatli Idol 

A young Irnghshman and mjself managed, howcacr, to 
get a Hawaiian todrhous in an open carriage six or sc\cn 
mile* into the country along the scaaule We had thiia n 
few hours* enjoyment of the beautiful trees and flowers 
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and birds, a delicious l)ath in tlio sea, the liappinoss of our 
expedition being- enhanced br a religious s.atisfaction in 
ba\'ing defied the Wooden Idol. 

On the ship wo had beautiful days, alw.iys blue with 
soft zephyrs, and I hay in my hammock, gently swung by 
the ship’s motion. In a slumbrous w.ay I ronrl some 
little papers picked Tjp at Honolulu, the most intcrostitig 
being an almanac (1S83) containing some IT.awaiian ]no- 
verbs collected by 11. L. Sheldon. Scver.al of them were 
original. “Daubed with white” is said of a .silly groy- 
haired person. “Don’t be friends with the dog, for the 
tail will show it,” has reference to disreputable aetjunint' 
anccs. “ Children .alw.ay.s begin at the foimtain.” 

One proverb particularly impressed me: “The Info 
root is dead, but there are live maggots enough.” Jxnfo 
is the taro of New Zealand — arum csaulrufum, a hind 
of lily, whose root is between a yam and a potato- — atul 
when it dies is soon fidl of maggots. INIr. .'^htddoti s.ays 
this proverb was “ formerly applied to battles iti whioh tlu* 
bravest had perished, biit in these mo<lcrn times has beeti 
.applied bv seofi’ers to the overthrow of p.ngjui.un and the 
p-rowth of Cdiristianitv in its nlacc." 
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supposed perisliing. A pathetic history is that of the Rev. 
Titus Goan (father of the well-known writer Dr. Titus 
Munson Goan of New York), who, escaping from long cap- 
tivity among the Patagonians, reached his home and his 
betrothed bride, Fidelia Ghurch of Ghurchville, New 
York, but only to set out again for mission work. In 
November, 1834, he started with his bride for Hawaii, 
exiles from all they held dearest save their united hearts. 
In such service their fine qualities were given to save 
and benefit a race which, instead of being cultivated and 
developed under Ghristianity, has become extinct. What 
worth they put into their work was returned to them in 
their own homes, and in the happiness of some individual 
natives around them ; but as to the Hawaiian race, their 
power to benefit was not so great as the power of their 
regime to destroy those poor islanders. Their theology 
alone might have been innocuous, for the Hawaiians could 
not have understood it ; the moral system, the supersti- 
tion that nudity is wicked, that gaiety and pleasure are 
offensive to God, and consequent changes in their ways 
of life, as Gharles Darwin pointed out, — these are 
the things fatal to tropical tribes. Dr. Titus M. Goan, 
quoted by Darwin in his “ Descent of Man,” says : “ The 
[Hawaiian] natives have undergone a greater change in 
their habits of life in fifty years than Englishmen in a 
thousand years.” 

It is the philosophy of “La Grande Duchesse ” that “if 
you can’t get what you set your heart upon, you must set 
your heart upon what you can get.” It is a philosophy 
I found confirmed by experience on the ship Australia. 
It was tantalizing to voyage with a consciousness that a 
few hours on one or another of the islands might repay 
one for all the trouble of coming so far ; but our ship was 
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c^Tiically indifferent to beauty and anthropology. It aimed 
to malco Sydney in time not to be Tincd for dilatorincss 
in bringing the mail. An wo sailed past the island of 
Tuttiila 6orao natives ncro considerate enough to pad» 
die around our ship in their canoes, and wo felt grateful 
enough to pay them well for their breadfruit. They were 
handsome in form and flgitro and their voices tnv^sical. 
At a little di«bnco they appc.arcd to have on bluish 
drawer?, Imt clo^c inspection showed that it was artistic 
tattoo in imitation of clothing from hip to knee. The 
nautilusdiUc canoe sccme<l to bo bom and loved of the 
waves on which it floated. In tho distance wo saw a church 
steeple, and a gentleman familiar with tho island told tis 
that tho only trouble of these islanders is a never ceasing 
civil war between Catholics and Protestants. It brc.aks 
out afresh wlten an ofllcial is to bo elected, priests and 
preachers arousing animosities (hat lead to blows. 

From week to week on onr little floating world wo saw 
no sail. One can adapt himself to a verj’ simall cn\iron- 
mont. Jsobo<ly seemed to find the vo}*ago tedious. An 
hour p-isscs swiftly to one watching tho albatross (with 
eyes touched by Coleridge), the flying*fish flushed by out 
prow, tho little mystical fleets of pearly " Portugucso 
nicn-of-war.” 

AYhatever wo sco in nature that is beautiful or grand 
appears so real that wo forever renew tho Vcdic visions, 
and in each fair ohjcct feel that wo havo surprised some 
feature of a supremo Artist. Tlio immemorial ages h.avo 
determined that wo shall never sco naturo as it really is. 
Like a pious Scotchman who objected to tho stained 
church window, “ they might better havo left tho glass 
as God made it,” wo all credit nature with tho many-tinted 
veils woven for it by poet and mythist. 
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The protoplasm of all gods and myths is present vrith 
us at sea, and it required only a week or so to evolve them 
all in a quasi-realistic way not known in learned books. 
Afreets appeared in guise of water-spouts. ^Ye saw Pro- 
teus and his flock in endless illusions, and heard old Tri- 
ton blow his wreathed horn in the small hours of nicht. 

o 

Classic geographers may conjecture the regions \’isitcd by 
Odysseus, but we found them all in cloudlands of the 
western twilight, with palms, groves, and grottoes of the 
Sirens. With every dawn Aphrodite rises from the waves. 
I watched two stars of the first magnitude ; they became 
the Vedic twin horsemen (Aswins), next the Centaurs ; 
when one sank beneath the horizon, clearly Romulus had 
slain Remus, and Cain Abel. 

As for the suii, he got up for us special performances 
which interpreted the wliole solar mythology. One day he 
came forth as mariners had never seen liim before — pure 
blue; all day everything and everybody looked blue. 
Captain Bannerman said this was new in his experience ; 
the astonishment of the crew was evident, and it became 
anxiety when about three in the afternoon there appeared 
around the sun a vast ring of copper-tinted mist. Two 
hours later this mist sank and made the horizon seem 
brass: after sunset there flamed up an afterglow that .ap- 
peared mingled of blood and fire. On the following day 
the sun was blood-rod and an hour before the time for 
sunset sank behind the w.all of cojjper that m.ade our west- 
ern horizon. I s.ay “ wall,” for it was not a cloud ; it was 
fixed there raotionle.ss and opaque evening after evening, 
the rest of the sk}’ being clear. On reaching New Zealand 
we heard of the terrible earthquake and volo.anic eruptions 
in Batavia. 

One evening v,‘0 .all crowded on deck for the first sight 
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of the Southern Cross. There it shone, just ahovo tho 
southern horizon, politely Yciling its fifth star — which 
ought to be at the juncture of tho imaginary bars but 
is not, and when seen renders it difficult to run the bars 
regularly between the stars that conduct themselves in a 
more Christian-like way. When wo first saw the Southern 
Cross its long bar was parallel with tho horizon, hut after 
some hours it stood upside down, as if for Peter to bo 
crucified with his head downwards, and slowly sank out 
of sight beneath tho Centaur. 

The swift apparent revolution of the Southern Cross 
did not escape the Pacific islanders ; they have a belief 
that one watching carefully would see it at some moment 
turn half around. In several islands ** Quid: as the turn- 
ing of the Southern Cross ” is a proverbial phrase. 

Ono or tsvo passengers whispered in my car that they 
could not sec any cross, and all who saw it tho first night 
were silent, being plainly disappointed. By the second 
night faith had been summoned and the Southern Cross 
was clear to nearly all. How little the constellation could 
suggest a cross to unsophisticated eyes is shown in tho 
label given it by the Pacific tribes ; “ The Nose of the 
Man that fell after eating sugar-cane.” This refers to some 
legend so ancient that no one can explain it. 

Tho rough horse-play once usual on all ships crossing 
the equator is now suppressed on respectable steamships ; 
but probably there was some potent origin for that usage, 
for about that line sports are commonly got up. "We had 
them on the Australia — foot-race, steeple-chase, handi- 
cap, high jump, low jump, and tug-of-war. In this last tho 
English and Americans were outpulled by the Austra- 
lians. There was a pretty race around the deck between 
three little girls; three ladies ran an egg and spoon 
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race, won by her who first reaches the winning-post with- 
out letting the egg fall from her spoon. A pretty young 
bride from Shropshire won the prize against an American 
and an Australian competitor. The English lady’s success 
was due to dressing for her task in a way that her com- 
petitors were too prudish to imitate ; her skirt fell a little 
below the knee. 

In the evening we had concerts, readings, recitations, 
lectures. I spun for them all the yarns I knew of the sea, 
— the Flying Dutchman, Atlantis, the search for Prester 
John, and the Micmac Saint carried by the original 
Whale to the Happy Isle. A learned rabbi disposed of 
the notion that the English are “ the lost Tribe,” or that 
any tribe was lost, — this “ Anglo-Israelite ” delusion 
being then abreast with the Baconian. There was some- 
thing striking in the venerable figure of the rabbi dis- 
claiming for his race all connection with the race on whose 
empire the sun never sets, — a certain half-conscious pride 
as of an old aristocratic family repudiating a parvenu 
connection. The venerable Jew declared there was to be 
no return of Jews to Jerusalem, and no personal Messiah 
to come ; but he repeated a poem prophetic of the glory 
of Israel in the future — itself the Messiah. His ecstasy 
of faith in this Israel-Messiah was pathetic, — as of some 
devoted woman ever waiting for the return of her beloved. 
He can never return, as others know, but she never doubts ; 
girlhood has grown to maidenhood, age has silvered her 
hair, but she has denied every other wooer, and through 
her spectacles still gazes on the horizon where his sail dis- 
appeared. Yet her constancy is not without some reward. 
Even here, thousands of miles from Palestine, she on 
Sunday sits invisible beside the rabbi on deck, and listens 
to Gentiles in the saloon chanting the prophecies and 



AN UN^TDLCOME SABBATH 03 

psalms with which she has guslaincti her heart In the long 
night-watches. 

In crossing the 180th parallel it is necessary to drop a 
day. On our voyage the omitted day would by calendar 
ho Sunday, and the prospect of getting a fortnight with- 
out a Sabbath gave joy to tlie card-players. But they had 
a cruel disappointment. Captain Bannerman could not 
venture to drop a Sabbath ; Saturday must ho substituted. 
BfTorts were inado to dissuade him, but ho answered, 
“ What would the pious ladies say ? It would disturb them 
all the rest of the voyage to feel themselves on a godless 
ship I ” 

Nevertheless some of the card-players appeared to feel 
that this particular Sunday was not a genuine one, and as 
it was rainy the lad: of amusement in tho smoUing-TOom 
was serious. As tho captain did not heep a vigilant eye 
on tho room tliat day, three young polccr-playcrs resolved 
to go as far as whist. Xheir difiiculty was to find a fourth 
hand. Only two others were present — myself, absorbed 
in a volume, and a largo middle-aged man who appeared in 
his comer to be asleep. Had I been invited I would gladly 
have taken a hand, but my ministerial office probably 
denied me that pleasure. The other man had boarded 
our ship at Honolulu and for some reason had not made 
acquaintance of tho smoking-room. On this Sunday ho 
had all tho appearance of a Presbyterian preacher. He 
was six feet, his face clean shaven, his countenance 
severe. He was dressed in black broadcloth from head to 
foot, and his standing collar and plain shirt-front did not 
need a white cravat to stamp him as a Puritan minister. 
However, the three were desperate, and when the impos- 
ingman unclosed his eyes a little one of them said, “Would 
you, sir, object — ah — to — ak — taking a hand at whist?” 
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The black-garhed man turned on them fiercely, his dark 
eye flashing. “ I am surprised,” he said solemnly, » that 
men well dressed, on a respectable boat, should ask me 
on the Lor-rd’s Day to join in a game of whist ! ” The 
three young men cowered before the rebuke, but the min- 
isterial figure added, “ Whist, sir ? — no ! But I don’t 
mind joining in a little poker.” There was a shout, and 
the “ puritanical ” man, who turned out to be a grauger 
of New Zealand, seemed to keep his pile of money at a 
good height, hly impression was that the stage had lost 
an admirable actor in that sTansrer. 

O O 

The patron saint of the good traveller should be the 
god Krishna, who so multiplied himself that every shep- 
herdess believed she had him for her p.artner in the dance. 
It is important that every traveller likely to be cited shall 
find the most beautiful lady he ever saw in Boston, in New 
York, in Richmond, and in each of the western cities. It 
is especially important that a voyager round the world 
shall find each harbour he visits the most beautiful in the 
world. And after all, is not the most beautiful place 
always that you are in? The others ax-e too distant to be 
lovely. The Golden Gate being three weeks distant, I had 
no hesitation in declaring the approach to New Zealand 
the finest I ever saw, while a score of voices warned me 
not to commit myself till I had entered Sj’dney harbour. 

Howevei’, ever since I left Loudon, I had felt a grow- 
ing consciousness that my admiration for the “ grandeurs 
of nature ” had become more slight than formerly'. It was, 
as I afterwards realized, a result of my going deeper and 
deeper into the corollaries of Darwin’s discoveiy. Day by 
day as I swung in my hammock on the Austi*alia, seeing 
around me the play of human life, the expressions and 
interchanges of affection and kindliness, the contrast of 
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these with the terrible water-spouts forming and re-form- 
ing here and there, — once dangeronsly near our ship, 
which would have foundered under its touch, — and the 
cruel monsters of the deep pursuing their prey, our own 
monster ship destroying fleets of the pearly nautilus, and 
many things pressed in on my long interval of leisure the 
recognitiou that Nature is fundamentally predatory. 

My real interest was in man. I could only pass a day 
in New Zealand, and it was devoted to seeing as much of 
the New Zealanders as possible. I had an English-speak- 
ing native to guide me about, and made myself welcome 
in their homes by little gifts to the children and pur- 
chases from any who had things to sell. They impressed 
mo pleasantly, and I was inclined to think well of their 
English rulers on seeing the happy well-fed look of these 
bumble people. They had pretty costumes also — the 
women, that is, for these are the last in all colonies to 
affect the garb of the white race. Most of them w’ore a 
sort of “ jersey ” of some bright colour, sometimes neatly 
diaphanous, and they were shapely enough for it to be 
becoming. In my conversations with them through my 
guide I found them candid and witty. 

On returning to our ship the passengers told me of 
various crags and waterfalls and distant prospects they 
had managed to see by drives, but I felt satisfied with 
the glimpses I had secured of a variety of humanity. I 
left New Zealand with reluctance, and with hope in my 
heart that I might some day return. I*or in a certain 
part of the island an influential family belonging to my 
London chapel had settled, .and in laying out a village 
they had after a sharp controversy succeeded in naming 
the streets after the great scientific heretics — Darwin, 
Huxley, Tyndall streets, etc., and they had often de- 
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manded that I should come over and lecture in that ideal 
village. 

But in tlie course of time what will these names signify 
to the people of that region ? Even while those men lived 
there were comparatively few to comprehend their precise 
addition to knowledge, and it was impossible that they 
themselves could perceive the logical results of their o^vn 
generalizations. Every individual light must shine at last 
(if at all) in the sum of the average mind ; the thinker’s 
xmdergraduate or casual or superannuated words are con- 
fused with his real contribution to science ; the emanci- 
pator of thought in his own time is liable to become its 
oppressor in the farther time. I had pleasure in telling 
Dr, Tyndall and Huxley that they had named streets in 
New Zealand. I remember that Carlyle, though he de- 
clined a title offered by Queen Victoria, was gratified when 
a pretty place at Chelsea was named “ Carlyle Square.” 

The company on our ship consisted mainly of well-to- 
do and fairly educated people, most of them rather young. 
They showed enthusiasm for natural scenery, and those who 
resided in Australia supplied me with advice where to go 
in that country. “ Such a view ! Such superb precipices I ” 
“Are there any aborigines?” “Oh no, they have long 
disappeared.” But they have left behind them curious 
folk-lore, proverbs, legends about all those hills and pre- 
cipices, and my fellow travellers also are seeing their 
admirable scenes, not as they really are, but as trans- 
figured or decorated by their faith or by their favourite 
poets. 

On my way to Sydney I .fell in with Mr. Young, a 
nephew of James Bryce, M. P., engaged in the pearl bu.si- 
ness; and his charming tales about the divers and the 
pearl oysters so illuminated the ocean’s depths that there 
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appeared a new inylliology even down Oicro. TIjo Persian 
Isle of Aval linked itself wltk our EngUsk Avalon, Ike 
Arthurian paradise. Two months before a poor fisherman 
had found a pearl which brought him four thousand 
jwnnds: long ago Browning’s Paracelsus liad seen and 
named the two points in tho ndventuro of tlnil diver: — 

One, trlicn a lx*ggar, Jio pwpirci to pliitjjjp; 

One, »fccn n prioc*, Ijc rises wilk Lis pcatk 

And wko of us trained in the Solomonic similitude of 
wisdom, in tho parable of the lost pearl, in visions of 
tho Celestial City whoso every gate is one pearl, could 
ever sec a pearl as a mere bit of cncistosl dust diseasing 
an oyster? 

Flash 1 a great light hlaxcs over our ship; it is not 
St, Elmo’s fire, hut the wondrous searchlight at Sydney 
sweeping our sea at midnight like an alhsoeing cyo. It 
was tho last evening of our voyago together, which for 
n full lunar month wo had managed to nialco merrj' and 
even ideal. Much is said about civilization, hut really 
there is no suck thing except in fimall oases licro and 
there in tho great swarming nations. But I feel bold 
enough to say that tho Australia on th.at occ.ision was 
a little floating example of civilization ; nnd it was mado 
so chiefly by the sovereign^* of tlio ladies. Nearly all of 
these were young married ladies with their husbands 
along, some on their honeymoon voyago ; hut there being 
on hoard more gentlemen than ladies by a third, these 
ladies showed themselves gracious and ngrcc.ahlc to tho 
companionlcss with that charming freedom of which only 
innocence and refinement arc capable. A shade of sadness 
therefore comes over some of us, oven as wo gaze on the 
sublimities of Sydney Harbour at d.awn : a beautiful and 
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unique thing had budded off the Golden Gate and flow- 
ered through its month; its petals were now to be scattered 
through the prosaic streets of cities, never again to be 
united. Everything passes. 

That poor Australian who under pressure of poverty 
sold his little field for a pittance and became insane on 
learning that the sterile field was a gold mine, can be 
sympathized with by the pilgrim who discovers too late 
that he has passed some rich treasure and seen only the 
earthen vessel containing it. Could I only have known 
even a little of the wonderful story of New Zealand 
told by Dr. Richard Garnett (1898) I should not have 
returned to England without really seeing more of that 
colony. I had long known Dr. Garnett, as far as it was 
permissible to encroach on that scholar who long sat in 
the British Museum as preeminently the interpreter for 
literary inquirers, always the most modest of the chief- 
tains of culture, and the most gracious. But as much as 
I appreciated his varied knowledge, it was with surprise 
that I read his contribution to Fisher Unwin’s series of the 
Builders of Greater Britain, “ Edward Gibbon Wakefield, 
the Colonization of South Australia and New Zealand.” 
I do not believe that there is any other volume of four 
hundred pages which contains so much well-digested know- 
ledge of the motives and forces that go to the founding 
of an English colony, and such clear and comprehensive 
insight into the conditions — physical, political, and reli- 
gious, which modify and complicate such ideals and aims 
as those of Wakefield. Nor does any romance of our time 
surpass in interest the story told without embellishment, 
of the admirable man Wakefield, who alone of the many 
English idealists gave his entire life to the practical reali- 
zation on earth of the Utopia he had written on paper. 



“MOTimuLrss” ^rvoRIs 


CO 


In 1882 a cominny of Maorw came to london for tlio 
purpose of seeing Queen Yicloria anti Hjing before lier 
sxmj'atlictie heart their grieranccs. JI} ^\ife anti I met 
these stiU nominal chieftains in Ijontlon at the house of 
^[r. and Mrs. (Ottilia Biind) Hancock, alna}s anxious 
to comfort the distressed. And these Maoris were m deep 
distress, not bo much because of llio troubles tint Ind 
brought them all the waj from New Zealand, hut because 
thn} were not ponnilled to meet or see their Queen. Ono 
of them who sjwho Knglisli, si>caking for the rcst,mo%Gd 
the large company of ladies and gentlemen almost to 
tears as ho told of the grief nith which the} had jour- 
neyed 80 far only to find thcmscKes motherless. They did 
not, 80 far as I can remember, tell us wbat their grics- 
ancca were at homo, but in rcpl} to our questions spoke 
of the cbcrisbe<l dream of all their race tint tlicy Ind in 
England a fiupremo and bcncroicnt Mother nho could 
and would end all the troubles of her remotest children if 
she knew of them Since reading the work of my old 
friend Dr. Garnett, I liaro written to nsk him about this 
New Zealand deputation, and he says in a private note: 
“Tlicy had several interviens ssilh the colonial secre- 
tary, Ijord Kimberley, but ho prevented their seeing the 
Queen, who would, I think, have insisted upon their 
being admitted to her presence if she had known the 
circumstances.” 
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The Melbourne Cup — Joss House — Sects in Victoria — Governor of 
Victoria — Bishop of Melbourne — Rev. Charles Strong — Australian 
insanity — Ballarat gold mines — Hon. Peter Lalor — Hon. A. Inglis 
Clark — Hobart — Campbellites — Nature’s oddities — Relics of trans- 
portation times — Extinction of Tasmanians — My ordeal in Sydney — 
Impaled -with Bishop Moorhouse and Rev. Charles Strong — Fusion of 
Freethought and Spiritualism — The Botany Bay myth — Justice Win- 
deyer. 

I T is odd that Melbourne, rigidly Presbyterian, should 
have for its Pan- Australian synod a horse-race. Mel- 
bourne has, however, made its racing week a social con- 
gress of the colonies. The betting is universal. Sweep- 
stakes were arranged in the schools (by the teachers), and 
Cup Day is a holiday. It was stated that after the Cup 
race a carriage horse was observed to throw down a 
mouthful of hay given him, which his mate pounced on. 

Early in the morning I walked over the course, so to 
say. Byron Moore, secretary of the Kacing Club, guided 
me, and I saw the artistic arrangements for. this great 
event. The apartments for the governor and his com- 
pany, the committee rooms, the medical rooms, the ladies’ 
rooms, — all were elaborately elegant. There was fine floral 
decoration everywhere ; cosmetics in the ladies’ room, and 
needles threaded with every colour, ready for use. 

In the element of grotesquerie the English Derby has 
large advantages over the Cup, where respectability was 
carried to an extreme ; there was hardly a side-show, 
nothing characteristic of the country, no aborigines, no 
boomerangs. It all impressed me as too much a Presbyte- 
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rian Vanity Fair; no ono could fail to bo struck by llio 
multitudo of beautiful Indies and fine looking men, but 
tlicy appeared so serious 1 It was plca'sant to see so many 
people without any tipsincss, but there might have been 
some fun. 

The CInnese Joss House in Mclboumo presented more 
primitive peculiarities than I discovered in the San Fran- 
cisco institution. There was a mortuary where the Ciiincsc 
who can afford it can keep little four-inch tombstones of 
themselves while they are ali\*e; at death the man's in- 
scribed stone is set up on a consecrated shelf. There 
were over twelve thousand Chinese in Victoria (1883), 
and their chapel suggested wealth. In the main temple 
ono approaches the altar past the ferocious but impossi- 
ble lions and sees six pink candles arranged like those on 
Christian altars ; at the end of each row of candles is a 
foliated pillar about two feet higb, set in a i>ot, around 
which coils a dragon whoso head is bc.inlcd and homed. 
He guards a little tree growing out of another pot. Near 
by is a bell and drum, the object of which is to drive 
away evil demons, — for it is universal demonology that 
demons cannot stand order; when the air is made mu- 
sical or rhythmic they must fly to a wilder atmosphere. 
Over the altar is a well-painted picture of a Chinese 
triad — Kw.an-yin, Kawn-Tom, Ti-tom. The last two of 
these names I liAl to take phonetically from my China- 
man, and now wTito them with misgivings. About Kwan- 
yin much might be w’rittcn, for she is a classic saint, or 
may even bo called the Afadonna of the Chinese Budd- 
hists. She is the woman who refused to enter paradise 
so long as any human being is excluded. “Never will I 
receive individual salvation,” she said, and still remains 
outside the gates of heaven. 
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Tlie census of 1881 gave Victoria a population of 
862,246 and registered 144 denominational names. Some 
of these names in the official Year-hook are novel ; “ God- 
fearing,” “Saved Sinners,” “Silent Admirer,” “Free- 
Trade,” “Nature,” and three men gave their name as 
“ L. S. D.” To the “ church of Eli Sands ” five belonged 

— all women. This I suppose to be the eloquent New 
York Methodist (1830—1868). One woman records her 
faith as a “ Walkerite,” Mr. Walker being a secularist 
lecturer in Melbourne. And there was one “ Borrowite.” 
Numerous entries indicate the fermentation in Australia, 

— “ Believers in parts of the Bible,” “ Liberty of Con- 
science,” “ Liberal Views,” “Justice and Liberty,” “Free 
Religion,” “Natural Religion,” “Rational Christians,” 
“ Reasonists,” “Eclectic,” “Neutral,” “Humanitarian.” 
There were 63 “ Agnostics,” 37 “ Atheists,” 14 “ Infi- 
dels,” while 7277 registered themselves as without creed 
or sect. The number of those who rejected every form 
of Christianity was 20,000. 

The Unitarians numbered about one thousand. In 1851, 
when registration of opinions was compulsory, seventeen 
hundred confessed the Unitarian faith. In that year the 
Victorian government voted to divide fifty thousand 
pounds among all the churches in proportion to their 
members (giving the five talents to him who had five and 
the two to him who had two), and the«subsidy was contin- 
ued many years. Under that arrangement the Unitarians 
received a good piece of property. It now had for its 
minister Mrs. Webster, who began preaching there as 
Miss Turner. She is a sister of Henry G. Turner of the 
Commercial Bank of Australia, himself a literary man 
and editor of the “Melbourne Review.” Mrs. Webster 
is a rationalistic Unitarian, and her discourses are very 
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iniprcs'tirc. I IukI tlio pleasure of prcacljing to her 
sociclj*, which consisU of educated and innuential fain* 
Hies. 

TIic Australians had the infinuity of most colonists 
of imitating the nomenclature of tlic motlicr-country 
One finds |K>or little villages named Brighton, Chiswick, 
ctc^ and the imitation extends to things gastronomic. At 
the mayor’s banquet In ^!cll^oume, held on the same day 
as that of the Ixird Mayor in lioiulon, notliing couhl 
have been richer than the hall and its decorations, — 
the flags of many nations; but the imilativencss of the 
affair was amusing. Tliero was turtle soup, the onl)* 
occasion on which I saw it in Australia. Turtle ahounds 
in Queensland, but the neighlwnring colonies caro little 
for it, and not at all for (be delicious hangaroo-latl soup, 
cor for (he lUhc <h mcr, but stick to evorj tliing English. 

The Australians go iKiyoml the KngUsh in lo\.alty. Kot 
only Queen Victoria's tiirlhday but that of the Trinec of 
M’alcs (now IMscartl VJI) was a general ho!id.sy. I was 
(old th.at there sverc more holidays in Australia than in 
any other country. 

The ^larfpiis of Xormanby, then (1883) governor of 
Victoria, jwlitoly entertained me in his palace and gave 
mo much infonnation concerning Iho condition of Aus- 
tralix At lyord Kormanby’s slrawing-room, which was 
brilliant, I met my London friends, Kustacc Smith, i\I. P., 
and Ids wife and daughter, and aftcrwanls travelled with 
them to various phiccs. Loni and Lady Ho«chery min- 
gled very affably with the gay company. The ladles at 
tlio drawing-room were all in full court costume. 

Throughout Australia gcutlcincn often wear evening- 
dress on informal occasions when it would he omitted in 
London, but ladies even in large evening companies 
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mostly wear the convenient and high-necked black silk. 
I have remarked in various parts of the world that in 
every country the sex that exceeds the other in numbers 
arrays itself finely, the minority sex dressing plainly. In 
Australia the women, being relatively few, are sure of hus- 
bands without resorting to decoration. 

A great deal was said in the religious press about “ lar- 
rikins,” that is, insolent rowdies. The crowd appeared 
to me decent and orderly, and I do not recall having ever 
seen a drunken person in Australia. In fact the whole 
population are tea-drinkers. The nearest approach to 
“ larrikinisra ” I observed was in the pious press itself. 

My reputation for rationalism had been made for me 
by a lecture agent selected by my friends Mr. Jeffray 
and Mr. Turner. Some handling of religious themes was 
expected of me, but my opening lecture (on Darwin) must 
have revealed to the keen-eared sectarians heresies of 
which I was not yet conscious. I afterwards realized that 
during the months elapsed since my last sermon in Lon- 
don I had been taking stock of my beliefs, and that 
especially during those four weeks ' on the Pacific my 
Theism had been analyzed severely. What I now de- 
scribe as the “collectivist deity” — that is, a mind in 
nature creative and controlling the evolutionary forces — 
was rejected. I felt myself one with those who eighteen 
centuries before me had turned from worship of a cruel 
cosmic deity to the suffering god — “forsaken” by the 
Power he had trusted. These ideas had not crystallized in 
my mind sufficiently for me to formulate them, but they 
had affected my modifications on the Australia of a London 
lecture on Darwin. In giving this first in Australia I put 
my worst foot foremost. Melbourne also put its worst 
foot foremost by giving me the most unscientific hall man 
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ever spoke in. Every wortl I uttered relumed in star- 
tling ccliocs, and a third of tho fine audience could.not 
hear. For tho next lecture I had* the doslc moved to a 
side of the hall, and was fairly licanl. The first lecture, 
however, well reported in thendmlrahlo “Argus,” elicited 
public letters Tohcrncntly vindicating tho functions of pain 
in nature. TJjc ablest of these I had to answer, simply 
maintaining that no advantages could jtistify Omnipotent 
Love in selecting pain and wholesale torture of sensitive 
creatures as the method of Evolution. My argument was 
not answcrc<l, but 1 w.a3 angrily abused. 

2^Iy case, however, was of slight importance compared 
with that of IVishop IMoorhousc and tho Rev. Cluirlcs 
Strong. Tho Rishop of Melhouruc and the minister of 
tho Scots church were admittedly t)io ablest men in tho 
Australian pulpit. They were “broad” in tlieir views, 
and had man.igcd to get gibbeted togctlieras “pals” pro- 
pagating infidelity in the southwestern henusphero. They 
were both imprudent cnotjgU to invite mo to their houses, 
and I found them cheerful mart}TS, quite able to appro- 
ciate the amusing features of tho combination of Scotch 
Preshytermns and English Ilanl^cluirchmcn by whom 
they were pelted. Strong’s offences were manifold. IIo 
never preached dogmas ; he introduced Emerson’s essays 
into a class of young people ; and ho invited a ration.ilist 
— Judge Iliginbotham of the Supremo Court — to lec- 
ture in his church on “ Science and Religion.” There was 
another offence of which Mr. Strong did not toll me, and 
which I discovered by attending. his grand and crowded 
church: ho was too eloquent. Tho National Church of 
Scotland to which ho belongs is united m'th tho two others 
in tho Victoria Preshyterj', but that did not prevent tho 
latter from feeling some emotion at seeing their congre- 
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gations becoming thin and the Scots church plethoric. 
Noj: did the}^ fail to observe that notorious liberal thinkers 
had pews in Strong’s' church, among them E. J. JefPray, 
a man of remarkable ability and influence. 

The Bishop of Melbourne became implicated by con- 
senting that a Broad-churchman, Rev. Mr. Bromby, 
should exchange pulpits with Strong. In answer to ac- 
cusations the bishop delivered an addi’ess before the 
General Assembly so full of catholicity and liberalism 
that in the discussion that followed his lordship was fairly 
baited. He and his sister gave me an account of incidents 
suppressed by the papers. Some of the laymen who arose 
to speak were unable to do so because of their excite- 
ment. One, rising to call another to order, could get no 
farther than “ I ca-ca-ca ” — The bishop entreated the 
speakers to be calm and polite ; whereupon an opponent 
exclaimed, “Your lordship, I call a spade a spade.” 
“ I am glad to hear it,” said the bishop ; “ from your tone 
just now I should have expected you to call the spade a 
sanguinary shovel.” 

Bishop Moorhouse was entirely too fine a man to be hus- 
tled by ignorant people. They were just at him again when 
I met him. Miss Jennie Lee was having a grand success 
as Jo in “ Bleak House,” and offered a benefit perform- 
ance for a charity with which the bishop was connected. 
The appearance of his name as patron of a theatrical per- 
formance was the signal for an evangelical fire all along 
the line. The pious hostility to the bishop was augmented 
by his popularity among the cultured men of the world, 
but I could see that he and his sister were tired of the 
provincial tempests in teapots, and it was a relief to both 
of them when he was made Bishop of Manchester. 

In Australia I heard of several cases of insanity that 
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stnick mo as “ antipodal.” One was literally bo — that of 
a lunatic at Sydney, wIjo, maintaining that at the anti* 
podcs all customs of tho other hemisphere should be r<s 
versed, held his knifo and fork by tho blade and prongs, 
ato with their handles, wrote from tho bottom of a sheet 
upwards, and so on. At the asylum near Hobart tbero 
was a man who alternately fancied himself Christ and 
Antichrist, his changes from one to tho other being 
sudden. 

I saw a woman at Hobart who believed herself tho qneen 
of England. Sho went about freely, and was treated with 
a certain mock respect 

Bmntou Stephens wrote a striking poem on a c.iso said 
to bo genuine, —that of a shcphcnl who went mad on 
hearing of tho dtscovcrj* of gold in a field where ho had 
long tended herds, and which ho had sold for a pittance. 

Tho Australian gold*fields have been largely populated 
with men who mado each Ids pile of gold. There is a 
story that at Ballarat somo were seen eating sandwiches 
mado of bread and bank-notes, in sheer bra\‘ado. Tho 
absence of any near market depreciated their gold, and 
they scattered* it like chaff. A few women who found 
their way out among tho tents tlwt occupied tho site of 
Ballarat in 18G0 were bid for and bought at auction for 
sixty or seventy pounds apiece. 

"With Eustace Smith, M. P., I sank at Ballarat down 
a narrow aperturo eight hundred feet into tho earth. JVo 
bad to dress for tho descent in mud-spattered garb, lingo 
boots, and horrible hats, insomucli that wo agreed to c.all 
each other “bloke,” and to divido any “swag” wo could 
annex in tho mine. Through tho slimy sides of tho grave 
wo descended shuddering, and after sundry blood-cuwl- 
ling creakings and stoppages, were deposited in a puddle. 
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Hargraves still (1883) in Sydney, and Iiad been re- 
warded by fifteen Ibousand pounds for the Pactolus lio 
discovered for others. 

IIo was moro fortunate Ouin llio discoverer of gold in 
Victoria, James Esmond, who nUo got his training in 
California. His discovery was near Ballarat, at a place 
then called “ Poverty Flat.” After getting a fair fortune, 
poor Esmond lost it all in trying to make it bigger. 

I had the pleasure of meeting the Hon. Peter Junior, 
speaker of the Victorian Parliament. He was a striking 
figure, hut Ida glory svas the slump of an arm lost svhile 
fighting against the Victorian soldicrj* at the Jiurelca mine. 
The government (under Governor Ilotham) had imposed 
on each digger the necessity of a license costing thirty 
shillings a montli. A man was liable to he suddenly no* 
costed by a poliocman and Ids license demanded, and if ho 
did not happen to have it about him was at onco cliaiacd 
to a log, there to remain for trial next day. The diggers* 
blood boiled over at last, and in tlic way of old English 
agitators they took to soldiering. Tlicy made Peter Lalor 
captain, raised a flag, — tho Southern Cross, — • and hinlt 
a stock.'ide. Government blood can boil too. At Ballarat 
tho soldiers attacked the stockade, and after a consider- 
able number of lives were lost on both sides, the matter 
was settled. The leading vlotevs were tried nudawiniUcd; 
tho license was reduced to ono pound, then to ten shillings, 
and finally to five. My friend Mr. Jeffray, who was 
among the early diggers, told me that onco when some 
measure was before the legislature involving the rights of 
diggers, Peter Lalor, in speaking, made a gesture nitU the 
stump of his arm which elicited a wild cheer from the 
assembly and helped to carry Ids case. 

So far as I could learn, comparatively few of the great 
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night an uncanny plienomcnon: on one side of tlio ship 
there appeared to bo a hundred yards distant a gloomy 
forest past which we sailed for hours. While walking the 
dock about midnight 1 asked some passing officer what 
laud that was; ho said wo were several hundred miles 
from laud. 

All gruesome imagination about Tasnuanm vanished 
when I found myself in the delightful hotno circle at Hose- 
mont, residence of the Clarks at Hobart. 

Beautiful for situation is Hobart, with its opalescent 
harbour and tlie green mountains surrounding it. Over 
it watches Jlount Wellington, whoso cloud-capped summit 
I could not reach, but frou» whose high sliouldcr I saw the 
finest scene 1 beheld in tlio colonics. Still more interest* 
ing did I find my walks and talks in the fields with my phi* 
losophical friends, at every step seeing now and curious 
plants, flowers, birds, wbose near acquaintance I w.is cn* 
abled to make by tbeir scientific Interpreter, Robert M. 
Johnston, His intimacy with the fauna and flora and the 
charm of his pcrson.ality revivcd.iii me recollections of my 
beloved toacbers, Baird, Thorcau, Agassiz. 

On Sunday morning 1 selected out of the list of 
eburches the smallest conventicle in Hobart, simply be- 
cause it was ” Campbcllitc.” Alexander Campbell was 
the only Vlcglulaw who ever founded n sect, n little kriek 
chapel in our towm, Fredericksburg, being by tradition 
the first built by Campbcllism. I never entered that ex- 
cept to hear Gough on tcnq>erance, but now availed 
myself of my first opportunity to hear a “ Campbcllito” 
sermon. It turned out, however, that tlicro was no 
preacher. A shipwright and a saddler spoke briefly to 
about thirty people, and one or tw’o others said a fewr 
words; but all sang with fervour familiar hymns. It 
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was all so humble as to be touching, and the pathos was 
increased by the little fraternity’s history, which I had 
the curiosity to search out. Some years before there 
had come to Hobart an evangelist from Kentucky. He 
had a rapturous kind of eloquence, also a magnetic per- 
sonality ; he drew large audiences, and filled some with 
the enthusiasm that built for him this little chapel. 
ALfter a time family affairs called him back to Ken- 
tucky, but he left a promise that he would return. But 
year after year passed without their hearing from him; 
some of the fathers fell asleep; their children asked, 
“Where is the promise of his coming?” and fell away; 
and only a few of the old congregation remained. These 
poor people still cherished the faith that their inspired 
founder would come again to them. I had reasons for 
believing that he would never return. 

Ah, my poor “ Campbellite ” brothers, how many times 
in later years have I remembered you sitting there in. 
Hobart and keeping alive the memory of’ your leader! 
As I have strolled through Concord and about Walden, 
remembering how we walked there with Emerson and 
Thoreau, and about London, meeting no more the morning 
face of Browning or the deep eyes of Carlyle — but the 
list would be long of the bereavements that remind me 
of those lowly watchers for their Beloved, who would 
never return. 

After listening to the Campbellites we walked to a hill, 
which having no name I insisted should be called Tran- 
sit Hill. On this pleasant elevation, covered with sward, 

many children were playing around the queer iron pillar 
four feet high and the square flat stone which the Amer- 
ican astronomers set there when they observed the transit 
of Venus. In climbing this height and the great Mount 
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Kelson, vre inntlc our way over the fallen tmnUs of 
enormous tree ferns vrlneU were pilcil one on another, 
and loohcd like hu^c saurians. 

Agassiz said to our class at Cambridge, “Tlicro are 
jokes in nature.^' One or two examples I remarked in 
the fauna of Australia. There Is a funny j)crtncss in tlic 
“hand-fish” that cIIiuIk tip on the beach and jtrops 
itself on its fingem and iiis|>ccts ono curiously. Tlio 
“laughing-jackass” c.annot be heanl, without responsi\o 
laughter, especially if one can sco the bird while it is 
performing, for it seems so very solemn just before and 
after it has fvllcd the air with inextinguishable laughter. 
The hediaw inhalations ending tho laugh suggest the 
“jackass.” It seems a kind of burly kingfisher, dressed 
in wliito and brown, with slightly crested bead and a 
remarkably bright eye. It is never killed — not in 
Victoria bccauso its skill in destroying snakes protects 
it legally, and in other colonies a friendly feeling pro- 
tects it. In the hush it is c.allc<l the “settler’s clock,” 
because it sings — though not exclusively — at sunrise 
and sunset. 

There is a general belief that the Australian hinls, 
though fine in plumage, aro poor songsters, and when 
pretty songs arc heard in the Botanical Gardens it is 
common to . hear them ascribed to imported varieties. 
But in this tho Australians aro in danger of falling 
into the mistake that tho old Virginians made in calling 
their best songster the “English mockingbird.” In the 
Australian woods and gardens aro somo notes not to be 
licanl elsewhere: those of tlio honey-eater, which is like 
touches on a guitar; tho belbhird, hearing whose tinkle 
a wanderer, it is said, knows that water is near; and tho 
fiutc-llko notes of tho magpie. Tho magpie is tho pet of 
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colonial homes and is taught songs. In Hobart I was 
awakened the morning after my arrival by a neigh- 
bouring magpie, whose matin was “ Polly, put the kettle 
on,” to which another responded with half the theme 
of “ The Bould Soldier Boy.” As to plumage, the won- 
derful decoration of the lyre-bird is hardly paralleled; 
but I was especially interested in the “ firetail,” because 
of the native fancy that the touch of pure fire on its tail 
came through its ancestors having been scorched in 
saving an ember for man when some demon was robbing 
him of the Promethean blessing. 

In California I had been admonished to be careful 
about the “Tasmanian Devils.” At Auckland I heard 
this animal described as fierce, untamable, dangerous. At 
Sydney the Tasmanian Devil was described as fierce but 
not often encountered ; at Melbourne he diminished into 
“ an ugly little beast.” In Tasmania the little nocturnal 
creature is very timid and so rare that I sought it in vain. 
Sic transit gloria diabolorum. 

The queerest thing I saw was the so-called “ bulrush 
caterpillar ” or “ vegetable caterpillar.” This also is found 
in New Zealand, where the natives name it “ Aweto-Ho- 
tete ; ” but two specimens found in Tasmania were given 
me by the librarian of Hobart, Alfred Taylor, to whom I 
am indebted for the facts about it. The plant is a fungus, 
a sphseria, which grows seven or eight inches above the 
ground, generally in a single stem, round, and curving at 
the end like a serpent. This end is thickly covered with 
brown seed for some three inches. It grows near the root 
of a particular tree, the “ rata.” When pulled up its 
single root is found to consist of a large caterpillar three 
inches long, which is solid wood. Every detail of this 
grub is preserved. The sphseria always grows out of the 
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nnpc of llic node, Rlrilcci root, nnd comjiletcly turns tlio in- 
terior of tho crcaluro into Un own siibstancc. Externally 
(lio shell is left intact, no smaller rootlet appearing any- 
where. Tlio aborigines in Xew Zealand cat this pure 
white grtjb, and Mr. Taylor said that tahen raw it is de- 
licious. They also bum the caterpillar-root and mb it 
into tlicir tattoo wounds, A goo<l many white pcojilc bc- 
licro that tho jdant actually develops the catcrjiillar form, 
and we cannot langh mwch at o«r ancestors who believed 
in the vegetahlo Scythian I..amb .and tho ^fandralcc ^^an, 
of which last .a specimen is preserved at I»ndon in the 
Sloano Museum. 

The great surprise that awaited me in Tasmania was 
its representative character in an important feature of 
civilization. It is proh.ablo (hat (lie thrilling novel of 
Marcus Clarke, “Tor the Term of HisKatnral Life,” with 
its terrible pictures of prison life at Xorfolk Island, had 
something (o do with making the institution compara- 
tively excellent, — I went through it obscrvingly, — but 
also willi the steady emptying of it by the passing of its 
inmates to tho freedom of good sersice in Tasmania. Tlic 
stout arms and strong passions which in tlie crowded cities 
of Great Britain were tralncsl only to crime had here made 
Tasmania into a garden. By good behaviour and service 
the exiles after a time ohUiincd release from penal labour, 
though not liberty to leave Tasmania. 'With some little 
means to begin with tlicy generally become useful inhabit- 
ants, and rarely return to crime. A lady told me that 
tho bast nurse for her children she ever had was a young 
woman who, as sho afterwards discovered, had been trans- 
ported from England for killing lier illegitimate child. A 
good many of the Bcntonccs arc for limited periods, but 
most of the exiles prefer to remain in Tasmania. 
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Numerous stories are told about these criminals. One 
was of an Englisli judge who visited Hobart, and went 
into a barber-shop. TJie barber while shaving him said, 
“Judge, you don’t i*eniember me.” The judge said he 
did not, and the barber continued, “ I have the advantage 
of your honour ; you gave me six years out here ! ” The 
razor moved gently, however, over the judge’s throat, and 
he paid a good fee for a good story to tell in London. 

I cannot vouch for the exactness of that incident, but 
one occurred in my own experience. In company with a 
3'oung Englishman I drove about in a thinly settled part 
of Tasmania. At noon we halted at a small tavern to 
get refreshments for ourselves and our horse. In the 
parlour we found two respectable men with greyish hair 
and spectacles, playing cribbage. In conversation we in- 
quired something about convicts said to be working in 
that district, and they said there were a good many and 
doing well. One of these pleasant persons went out with 
my companion to see about our horse ; the other one, when 
we were alone, advised me to be careful how I talked 
about convicts, adding, “That man I was playing with 
came out from England under unpleasant circumstances.” 
After our good luncheon and departure, my companion 
told me that the man who went with him gave the same 
advice, remarking that his opponent at cribbage had come 
out originally as a convict. Of course I cannot be certain 
that these elderly persons had not devised a little comedy 
for the entertainment of inquisitive strangers. 

The last of the Tasmanians has perished. In English 
imaginations the natives had loomed up into ferocious crea- 
tures; the phrase “Native Devils” paralleled “Tasmanian 
Devils.” A considerable number of troops were sent out to 
search for natives, but could find none.. At last they made 
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•v cordon across one end of Tasnnnn and advanced day 
by da} across tlio nliolo tslandy calcLing in their net two 
aged people 1 Their photographs wero said to be those of 
the nati\o king and queen the faces are haggard and dis 
figured b} want and woe 

The extermination of a race by no means bloodthirsty 
was not duo to British \iolcnce, but to ignorant and pun 
tanical missions The earlier missionaries were self sacn 
ficing, but as of old it was not the worldly pagan cm 
perors who persecuted, but the religious ones, so it was 
those missionaries who took their dogmas scnousl} nlio 
did the great mischief m Tasmania In 1834, as Aiis 
tralian annals rccoial, “a fund was raised m England 
for the purpose of clothing the native uoinon Among 
the subscribers were tlio Duchess of Kent, Lady Noel 
Byron, and the lion Mrs AVilbraliam ’ It was these 
pious prudes who killed off the Tasmanians It was the 
belief of ever} scientific man I met that the} all ncro 
attacked by tuberculosis soon after they put on clothing 

I lectured in various parts of Tasmania, and had the 
honour of being attacked in the papers by orthodox writers 
My lectures were not theological, but my account of Lon 
don, my sketches of scientific men, and the fact that I 
was there by invitation of distinguished rationalists gave 
eufScieut gtovmd foe tins clerical imprudence, wUieb. filled 
my halls wherever I went 

One thing especially impressed me in the religious 
atmosphere throughout Australia there was a friendly 
alliance between Freethinkers and Spiritualists The 
whole population seemed to have their eyes set inviolably 
on the future life Most of them or their fathers had 
migrated to that distant shore to seek their fortunes, and 
then to return to the old threshold and the loved hearts 
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liumming of tlio wires iiulicAtcd the proximity of a hive. 
My theory was specAily «psct by tho reminder that flio 
“ native l)C.ar ” is no bear at all, but a marsupial (Icoala) ; 
however, it loves fniit, and possibly honey. A way tho 
Australiat« have of calling tUiugs by inappropriate names 
is inconvenient. Their bear is no bear, their wliiting fish 
is no fish, their flying fox is only a big bat, tlicir cheny 
is no cherry. Most of us hax'O heard it reported that 
“Anstralia is a place whero the oysters grow on trees, 
tho fences are made of mahogany, and cherries grow with 
their stones outside.” There is no real mahogany-treo 
in tho country, so far as I could learn ; tho so-called 
“cherry” is a hind of C}*prcss whose stones do grow' ont- 
sido its red berry j and the tnith of tho oyster saying 
is that about some harbours oysters cover tho bcacli rocks 
and occasionally tho roots and fallen trunks of trees grow- 
ing near the water. 

“When I was seated at the Iiospitablo table of Bishop 
Moorhouso and listening to Rev. Charles Strong in Mel- 
bourne, I little supposed that 1 should ever add to tho 
troubles of either of those gentlemen ; still less that they 
would ever add to mine. So, however, it came about. Be- 
fore my arrival in Jlclbourno tho agent into whoso hands 
my scheme of lectures had been entrusted bad issued cir- 
culars that when I saw them took tny breath away. I 
was proclaimed as “the famous Cliarapion of Civil and 
Religious Liberty,” etc., and all this was succeeded by 
the following quotations : — 

As yet struggles tho twelfth hour of the Night. 
Birds of darkness are on the wing; spectres uproar; tho 
dead w’alk ; tho living dream. Thou, Eternal Providence, 
wilt make the Day dawn . — Jean Paul. * 

God speed Mr. Justice Iliginbotham, and teach him, 
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bjr methods which we cannot follow, secrets of divine 
truth which may glorify his Master and ours. He is 
still our brother by virtue of his true love for Christ. — 
Bishoj) Moorhoiise. 

There are plain enough indications — witness the 
bringing out of Mr. Moncure Conway — that sooner or 
later the Battle must come. — JEtcn. D, Ettclivan, 

In view of recent events and of the present ferment 
in the public mind, Mr. Conway’s visit to this city ap- 
pears to be very opportune. — the Argus. 

The three quotations following that from Jean Paul 
Richter fairly conscripted me into the vanguard of an 
imminent battle of whose conditions I knew nothing. 
The very names of the four generals were given. My 
lectures closed at Melbourne on October 16, and on No- 
vember 12 the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria was to meet. The Melbourne organ 
of the anti-Strong party, “ Daily Telegraph ” (which had 
ingeniously utilized my statements), detached from their 
context, to fling at Moorhouse and Strong, mixed my 
humble self up with those leaders on the morning of the 
General Assembly’s meeting in an adroit leader. I cite a 
specimen : — 

The chief disturbing influence which threatens the Pres- 
byterian Assembly comes from outside. One, at least, of • 
our contemporaries undertook long ago the cheerful task 
of writing the Presbyterian Church out of existence. 
The only thing it has yet succeeded in destroying is its 
own literary reputation and the patience of its readers ; 
still it sticks to its curious policy with a perseverance 
worthy of a better cause. Mr. Moncure D. Conway’s 
cheerful theory about the churches is that they are inspired 
and kept going hy the devil. He “ keeps the churches 
flourishing,” and “provides Christians with their "reli- 
gion.” It would “be impossible,” Mr. Moncure D. Con- 
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way assures manljind, “^r any church to last long tcithout 
the Our contemporary publishes this rcmarkablo 

theory of the origin ami nnturo of churches to tho'worlcl, 
and evidently itself acts U])on it. 

The statement in my lecture on Demonology, thus clipped 
wp for a purpose, was an account of the part played by 
Satan and Antichrist in ancient times in terrorizing the 
people, and the degree to wliich in recent times “ the ter- 
rors of the Law ” stimulated revivals. I invited an inter- 
view with a representative of tho “Mclhourne Argus ” for 
the pnrjwse of relieving tho bishop and Mr. Strong from 
any participation in my views, and went off to Sydney 
with sorrow that I should bo made to add any weight to 
tho millstone around their neck. 

But when I reached Sydney I found reason for dismay 
at the millstone those gentlemen had hung around my neclc. 
The “^Iclboucnc Daily Telegraph” and other sectarian 
organs, also an ingenious Melbourne correspondent of tho 
“ Sydney Hcnald,” had given me a fame in Sydney ludi- 
crously disproportionate to my deserts ; and though prob- 
ably none of iny accusers reverenced the character of 
Jesus more than I did, I found myself a full-hloan apos- 
tle of Antichrist. The eyes of all Australia, and especially 
of Sydney, were fixed on the General Assembly that met 
for comb.at November 12, and on tho evening of November 
13 my opening lecture in Sydney had to be given. The 
subject I had announced was ” Toleration of Opinion, or 
Pleas for Persecution.” My first lecturo in Melbourne 
was on “Tho Pre-Darwinito and Post-Darwinite World.” 
Although introduced with personal recollections of Darwin 
that were applauded, my statement of the extent to which 
religious philosophy had been affected by his great gener- 
alization excited an outburst in the sectarian organs, and 
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I resolved to put my right foot foremost in Sydney. I had 
taken the utmost pains to make my lecture on Toleration 
conciliatory. It was given in Protestant Hall, the chief 
one in Sydney, to a good audience which included the Pre- 
mier, Sir Joseph Parkes, other ministers, and eminent 
citizens. But hardly had I given the exordium when 
crowds assembled at the doors and windows, shouting Sal- 
vation Army hymns. Each crowd sang a different hymn, 
the result being a confusion of yells which my voice could 
hardly surmount. When, however, these noisy saints dis- 
covered that my voice was not quite drowned, some of 
them repaired to a howling alley adjoining a wall of the 
hall and zealously rolled the halls.^ 

Care was taken by the managers of Protestant Hall 
that the annoyance should not be repeated, but the balls 
went on rolling in the “ Sydney Herald,” where in anony- 
mous letters my lectures were distorted. For instance, I 
gave a sketch of Cardinal Newman, and of my going some 
distance on a terribly wintry morning at daybreak to his 
oratory (Birmingham), where he usually conducted mass, 

^ My case, liowever, was mild compared with that of an Orangeman who 
ventnred to speak in the hall shortly before. This was at a Home Rule 
meeting gathered to listen to John Redmond, M. P. Redmond’s thrilling 
eloquence had excited his Irish audience to the last degree of intensity. After 
he had finished, the bland Irish chairman said that if any one wanted to 
put a question Mr. Redmond would answer it. Whereupon the Orange- 
man rose and said sharply, “ I wish to put a question.” He was invited to 
the platform, where he began some sharp criticisms, when an excited Horae 
Ruler on the platform steps jumped up and felled him. He lay apparently 
dead, and had to be carried out iuto a back room, a doctor following. There 
was a wild scene, the crowd rising up and yelling “ fair play, ” “ served liira 
right,” etc. It was long before quiet could be restored. The little chair- 
man, totally without humour, then said politely, “ Does any other gentleman 
wish to ask a question ? ” Ho one responded. I afterwards met Mr. Red- 
mond, who told me that this story was very near the fact. 
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though hardly expecting that the aged man would arise on 
such a bitter morning, substitutes being at hand. Ilis pre- 
sence on that occasion, when only two or three attended, 
was mentioned with admiration, and every word I said 
was to his credit. Yet some 6i% — ormalicious — Catho- 
lic described what I said ns an attack on the cardinal ! 
Though other statements about my twelve lectures were 
equally misleading, this particular one annoyed mo most 
because it had been a sort of specialty of my ministry for 
thirty years to maintain that Protestantism, theologically 
and morally, was a relapse into the stony ages from the 
height to which evolution had carried Catholicism, with 
its merry Sunday, antiquated dogmas, exaltation of a 
feminine divinity, and cult of the fine arts. 

But a good many in Sydney were ashamed of its hor- 
nets. Tlio chief club (Union) elected mo an honorary 
member, and I mot there cultured gentlemen, besides 
being able to escape from the poor “ ebief hotel to good 
accommodations in the club. I was invited to give tbo 
annual lecture before the philosophical and scientiBc 
institution, and for some days was tlie guest of the admir- 
able Justice Windeycr, who presided on that occasion. 
Several ladies whom 1 had known in London, married in 
Sydney to excellent men, entertained me in their houses, 
wvfc, ww. 

to the best people. The Fates, who during my first week 
in Sydney were ugly as Furies, presently took on the 
lineaments of the IVindeycr ladies, of Mrs. Heron, Mrs. 
Harris, and in tlicir beautiful homes my hurts were healed. 

In fact I began to excuse the hornets. As a lecturer I 
was a disappointment to the average lecture-goer; I was 
not a “spell-binder,” taking up large world-themes, with 
a millennial magic-lantern throwing on the popular eye 
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visions of England, America, Australia, transfigured in 
tlie near future. iMy mission, if I had any, ^vas still to 
individual minds. I lectured about the great litcrarj* and 
scientific men whom I had known in Europe and America, 
trying to interpret their influence and tlieir contributions 
to thought and knowledge. In a sense these were to the 
masses another-worldly interests, while I was not other- 
worldly enough in religion. An eminent .scholar said to 
me, “Nearly every thinker iu Sydney agrees with you, but 
we do not speak publicly on such subjects. IV by reason 
with people who do not know the meaning of reason ? ” 

The fusion of Fi’eethought and'Spiritualism (or Theoso- 
phy), elsewhere referred to, had become so cotnplnto in 
Sydney that an orator combined both in his lectures in a 
theatre every Sunday evening. I regretted not hearing 
this able man, Charles Bright, who insisted that T .should 
take his place on my only remaining Sund.a}'. Tlie theatre 
was crowded, more than three thousand being })resont. 
This strange movement had, I was told, almost swallowed 
up Unitariani.sm. Thewidowof the latest Unitarian min- 
ister (Mr. Pillars) had married Charles Bright, and had 
been occasionally lecturing for her husband in the theatre 
with iniich efTcct. About the same time a fem.ale evan- 
gclist, Mrs. Hammond, was drawing larger crowds th.an 
any regular ])rcacher attracted. This revivalist was j)rt>ac}i- 
ing in Sydney while I was there, and in my fifth lecture 
(“ Woman and Evolution ”) I referred to her npO';tfdritc 
as showing how far society had travelled away from tie* 
Pauline doctrine against women preachers, and congratre 
lated the city on having two clocpient ladies in tli- reli- 
gious conflict of the time. 

Tn the Museum I saw the newly discovered slcsd! of tic* 
I'hyUicoh's. When Professor Owen was in Aintralia Ic- 
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Justice Mincleycr, a learned Frcotliinker and Sptrit- 
ualist, told me that a large innnher of tiiO'O who listened 
with highest appreciation to my Icchiros still remarked 
with regret the absence from them of anvthirjir rclatinr 
to the spirit-world. I discovered tliat the same “medium,” 
Foster, who twenty-five years before had made a ridiculnr.s 
fiasco in my house in Cincinnati, had afterward^ con- 
verted multitudes in Australia. After hi> leoturon, ...aitl 
Justice Windeycr, he gave all who came up to him mes- 
sages from their departed friends, the rc’cij)icnts bursting 
into exclamations of jo}* and hapj>y tears. Another very 
learned gentleman, Professor John Smith, was inclined to 
credit the marvels of Madame Plavatsky, and made me 

rimmicn in vtctf- . 
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Ckilonl-il Chanrlnum •— Kinj George’* Sound — Weird coaat name? Aus. 
t raVian aborigine* •— An uneiTiliiablo maiden — I>angcrs of federation — 
Krakatoan lara-^ Voltain and Wealej on tlio Lisbon earthi^uakc 

T he Austrtvlians coitld never forgive Anthony Trollope 
for calling tlicm “ a nation of blowers.” The novelist 
said a Iiundrc<l good things of them, but Ids whole pot of 
ointment was ruined by tliat fly. No doubt it was .a hasty 
generalization on his cxpericnco of some gentleman whoso 
loyalty to his colony amounted to lunacy. I met one such 
on tny travels, lie had travelled around the world, and 
found nothing of any hind comparable to the correspond- 
ing thing in Australia. He had visited every theatre in 
Europe, and never seen any actor who would bo more 
than tolerated on the Melbourne stage. Ho would not 
deny that England contained some fine people, but ho 
had not seen a gentleman in America. Nor had lie seen 
a well-formed sheep or cow in America. And so on. Tlio 
Australians who heard all this sat on the enthusiasm of 
their countryman, and snubbed him fiercely; they feared 
I would “ trollop ” their whole country on his account, and 
explained him away as well as they could. But I reassured 
them, by rather taking the side of the fanatic, and cit- 
ing the opinion of a philosopher that no great enterprise 
is ever completely carried out nithout its assuming celes- 
tial proportions iu some minds. It requires a degree of 
enthusiasm amounting to semi-craziness to cause a man 
to do Ills whole part in tho development of a colony. An 
old farmer, who had toiled sixty years near littlo Abbots- 
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bury in England without leaving it, was visited when 
dying by the clergyman, who spoke to him of the joys of 
heaven. “ It may be a very good place,” said the dying 
farmer, “ but for a constancy give me Abbotsbury.” 

Yet oftener was I reminded, especially in the way so 
many speak of England as “ home,” that with all their 
loyalty to Australia a majority of the people have a sub- 
conscious feeling of exile. When our homeward-bound 
ship was about leaving Melbourne, large numbers crowded 
to the deck to see us off. There were partings, and I 
thought I observed more tears shed by those left behind 
than by those departing. Somehow the multitude sug- 
gested a vision of shades on either side of the Styx, some 
longing for Charon to ferry them over to Elysium, the 
Eiysians longing to voyage back to the upper earth. 

We stopped half a day in beautiful Adelaide, where I 
was able to pass a few happy hours with a family of dear 
friends I had known in London. 

Early in the morning we approached the coast of "W^est 
Australia, and a forbidding coast it is — low, sandy, tree- 
less land, breaking up at length into promontories and 
islets of scarred rock. Who could have been the bold 
man who first fixed his abode at King George’s Sound ? 
It was amid such blanched crags that hlephistopheles ad- 
vised Faust that theologians displayed less wisdom than 
peasants who called such places after the devil — DeAul’s 
bridge, Devil’s punch-bowl, and the like. They who 
named these sea rocks guarding King George’s Sound 
have not gone the length of the IMeiJhistophelian theoiy, 
but they have interpreted the stern chaos of the coast. 
The first island, a black rock, resembles a pallid cof- 
fin in the distance, and is named “Coffin Island.” Far- 
ther on we find “ False Island ” and “ Mistaken Island.’’ 
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On enquiring of some one familiar with the coast the 
origin of some of the names, ho did not Icnow, but sug- 
gested explanations of a depressing character: “Eclipse 
Islands ” were probably named after gome ship wrecked 
on them, and perhaps “ Two People’s Bay ” marked where 
two people perished. Why might it not be that two young 
people — like the eloped and forgiven young people whose 
honeymoon began on our ship — there found their para- 
dise? Up Bhodo Island harbour the early mariners sailed 
past islands named Faith, Hope, and Charity, landing at 
Providence, where Roger ‘Williams had founded the first 
religiously free and tolerant state ever known in Christen- 
dom. But no Christian colony on our planet is now 
benign enough to suggest optimistic names for its hard 
features. The aborigines of Australia, if they ever believed 
in any beneficent pouers, have lost them under British 
rule, and now believe only in the evil ones. And the Eng- 
lish navigators followed them tn their instinotlve pessi- 
mism, as we follow the navigators. None of us looks at the 
hard, unfriendly coast without feeling that the two people 
never went to Two People’s Bay willingly j they were 
drowned, or perhaps gibbeted there. And yet there were 
a thousand people dwelling at Albany willingly, nestling 
between the sea and the rock-hills. 

We entered Albany Harbour between an ugly Scylla 
and a dismal Charybdis, listening to an account of how the 
Clyde was wrecked there. Having gone ashore on a launch, 
I caught sight of a newspaper sign and promptly entered. 
The editor of the “Albany Afcil” was cordial and in- 
telligent, and his four weekly pages were well worth the 
sixpence they cost. The paper, started that year (1883), 
had collected facts about the settlement. In 1826 a 
rumour reached Sydney that the French intended to occupy 
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King George’s Sound, and a military force with a gang of 
convicts was sent to take possession. The panic about 
the French proved idle, the conversion of the natiA’^es was 
undertaken, and in 1834, though no clergyman could he 
got to go, the pious ladies in London sent out the evan- 
gelical clothing by which the poor Australians were 
rapidly killed off. 

Albany was delightfully primitive. The walls were 
placarded with notices signed by its two justices of the 
peace, giving a list of names of persons (Europeans) to 
whom it is forbidden to sell alcoholic drinks. A law for- 
bade selling liquor to aborigines, only about twenty of 
whom were left at Albany, It was said that eighty miles 
away there were fiA'^e hundred. They are communists, 
those who earn anything from the whites sharing it with 
the rest. 

I saw a lovely half-caste girl of about ten years in the 
village, but had to go a mile out to find other aborigines. 
Five or six of us Avent, and the natives were evidently 
expecting visitors from the ship. Twelve — all pure 
blooded — presented themselves, petitioning for “ bobs.” 
They have that word for shillings, and I also observed 
that their best talker in English dropped and inserted 
her “ h ” in cockney style. They were all related to each 
other, and were in trouble because one of their number 
had been locked up for fourteen days. The j^i'isoner’s 
wife walked in proud distress, a conscious object of com- 
passion. Finding that she spoke English fairly well, I 
asked her what had been her husband’s offence. “ Ee- 
serted his master,” she answered. “ It is AVTong, it is 
AATong,” said the oldest of the men. 

The language in AA'hich those people conA'orsed with each 
other AA’as musical, and their A’oices in pleasant contra.st 
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uith tlicir general appearance TIicj were darl or than I 
expected, though the men and two of tho women had made 
themsehes like chromo-hthographs with ochre, which 
they called “ wilgce ” Tho women used it onl^ on tlieir 
checks, hut most of the men were smeared from head to 
foot Some ono told me it was put on to keep awa} \cr 
nim, and I did obscr’io that the peculiar!} pertinacious 
flies of Albanj did not alight on these linng chromos so 
much as on the rest of us But tho more prohahlc cxpla 
nation is the fierce, Ccr} appearance it ga\c them, making 
them tcrriblo and demoniac to their foes That nia} be 
tbe reason wh} the ochre is mostl} used by tlio men 
Tho men were pleasant to their women, hut it was told 
mo in tho aillago that when a man was IcaMng home for 
a hunt requiring some weeW absence he sometimes 
wounded lus wife w ilh a sjwiar sufficiently to make sure 
of her remaining at home until Ins return On the back 
of ever) woman’s shoulder a regular senes of fi\o or six 
scars, each about two inches long, excited my cunositj 
a “gin’ woman told me the) were hcrIo\cr’ 8 ‘ 1 isses 
Such lacerations are made at regular internals by the 
Jover up to the time of mamage “ On mj breast, too, 
she said, but that was carefull) concealed by a kanga 
TOO skin She then pointed to a jagged four inch scar on 
tho inside of liei forearm and said proudly, “IVhen he 
make that I am married ” It is not easy to astonish 
these astomshing people, hut I managed to do it hy ask 
ing the men to show me tho corresponding caresses 
gashed on them No such scar existed, of course, but 
smiles were exchanged by the women Tho most aged 
of the women had her face also scarred, which looks as if 
the earlier treatment of her sox might have been even 
more severe 
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We were shown their exercises with spear, wadcly, 
and boomerang. The performances were most wonderful. 
With their ten-foot finger-thick switch of a spear they 
struck a shilling on a stick fifty feet away. The waddy, a 
heavy yard-long inch-thick stick, was also thrown with 
precision. The hurling of the boomerang was as beautiful 
as amazing. Thrown at a point near the ground twenty 
yards ahead, it gradually rises beyond, and curving up- 
ward a hundred feet, soars hack and alights behind the 
thrower at the distance he desires. The boomerang re- 
volves swiftly on its passage through the air and has a 
beautiful falcon-like appearance. I was never weary of 
watching this marvel of savage skill and strength, and 
they were delighted with my admiration, especially so 
long as it was represented in shillings. I purchased the 
best boomerang, though the owner was reluctant to sell it. 
But nobody believes in the boomerang miracle who has 
not seen it. 

An amateur photographer was with us, and the natives 
were all glad to be photographed, their chief remarking, 
“ When I go into the ground I will still live in that 
picture.” 

They all wore garments of kangaroo skin, those of the 
men falling behind and leaving them in front naked 
except for the groin cloth. The women were thicldy 
wrapped from below the shoulder to the knee. Neither 
sex had stout legs. The feet of the women were delicate 
and shapely. The group presented apathetic appearance, 
and it was painful to observe the repugnance of the 
Australian whites generally regarding them. Were it not 
for the filthy skins and blankets on which the British 
prudes insist, they would by no means be repulsive. They 
possess considerable intelligence and humour. One need 
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“Libcrtj and Union, ono and inseparable,’ baa a fiuo 
sound, but so bas tbc proplicc} of the lion and tbo lamb 
Ijin^doun togetber Tbo lamb will bo inside tbo lion, and 
Libert} bcdciourcdb} o\cr>ccntralization 

On our 103150 towards Cc}lon onr ship sailed a whole 
da} tbroiigb tbicb masses of floating lai a, is Inch rattled 
porpcluall} against tlic bull Now and then 11 e passed 
floating palm trees wbicb bad been burled and then per 
bapa drifted until tbo} were a last distance from Kra 
batoa, wbcrc tbc} ncro uprootctl Tbcir leaves sicro still 
green, and on them jicrcbcd inanj* different birds 0 
passed nitlim a fen }ards of one of those palms Its 
trunk nos completcl} coicrcd b} sea birds of all sizes and 
varieties Side b} side tbc} stood in a row, motionless, 
silent, jicaccful, but all loolcd disconsolate Tbc} wen, 
not disturbed b} our ship or otir shouts 

Lnougb of tbo laia nos draiin n]> from tbo sea in 
bucUcts for all of ns to can} ana} souicnirs of that 
Batainu cicnt which, bad Knkatoa been under control 
of any purposing Power, sliould baic renewed in oier} 
heart tbo defiance of Proroclbeus. How man} of ns might 
bale found in our handful of laia a B}mbol of tbo frag- 
ments of lolcanic tlicolog} bidden in tbo brain of tbc 
most rationalistic? 

In tbc middle of tbc eiglitccntli ccntiir} two men divided 
tbo religious attention of Europe — Voltaire and John 
Wcslc} Voltaire was a lion in London among tbc aris- 
tocrata at the very time IVcsle} was ordained a deacon, 
and thirty }car 3 later tbo two men respectively repre 
sented to “Salvationists” of tbo time Christ and Anti 
Christ While these two men were promoting each a 
revii al of bis own kind in Europe, the great Lisbon earth 
quako occurred, when men, women, and children were 
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destroyed like flies. Both issued pamplflets upon it. Vol- 
taire invited the theologians to stand with him beside 
that vast grave in which innocent people were buried 
alive, and say whether it were the work of a providence 
whom men ought to worship. Wesley summoned the 
world to witness the judgment of Jehovah upon a region 
where the Inquisition had flourished, and added an account 
of a landslide at Whiston Cliffs, which, though it hurt 
nobody, was meant as a sign of what God could do if he 
wished. 

In New England Thoreau thought that Atheism must 
he comparatively popular with God himself. No doubt 
any respectable deity would rather have on his side one 
Voltaire than millions of “larrikin” devotees. But never- 
theless, so long as the Collectivist deity has to hear the 
burden of the volcano and the agonies of the world, and 
suffer the jjatronage of brainless masses, the orthodox 
have a good chance of making the world as depraved and 
miserable as their creeds declare it. The gospel of lava — 
of fire and brimstone especially for the Voltaireans — is 
vomited still from thousands of pulpits, and we rational- 
ists are somewhat like the disconsolate birds on their 
floating palm-tree. , 

But what about even our palm ? It looks green enough 
while we are sitting on it, but after all it is uprooted, and 
we must seek some other ark. Voltaire, though his faith 
in providence perished in the Lisbon earthquake, held on 
apparently to some ghost of deity j but a deity practically 
useful only so far as churches make him so has disap- 
peared from unbiassed philosophy. 

As I write out these notes (May, 1902) in New York, a 
volcano is devastating Martinique. By some unexplained 
coincidence that volcano bears the name of the terrible 
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Ilawaimn godtlcss, “La PeWc.” It is, liowcvcr, notable 
that no voice imjiortant cnongU to be heard is prochuming 
with John Wesley that these disasters are tlio jndgincnt 
of Jehovah, Na}', tlio destruction occurs Biinultancously 
with the beginning of a retreat by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Claireh in America from dogmas that 
grew out of just s»jch destmctivo comics of nature. It 
was the dcstrjjctivc forces of nature that proclaimed a god 
of wrath, and the indiscriminatencss of such destruction 
— not even babes and helpless animals being spared — 
which proclaimed a curse on the earth and on nianlcind. 
Tlio old Wcstmitistor Creed is non* turned into a literal 
“confession,” It is confessed that for many generations 
a great church has been imposing on nianlcind as divine 
truth a grievous error. The phjsical sufTcrings of the 
two finest scholars in Gencv,i slain by Calvin, of tho 
Catholic victims sacrificecl in Ireland by Cromucll, and 
tlic victims of Puritanism in America are slight com- 
pared with tho innard tortures of liuman hearts, the 
parents weeping for tho i»ossible damnation of their babes, 
tbc ruin of happiness for many millions terrorized for 
centuries by dogmas now confessed to be delusions. 
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Ceylon — Plain living and high tliinking — Talks with the Buddhist Perera 

— Origin of Wliittington’s cat — “ Kodyas ” — A Sinhalese law court — 
Judge Arundchalam and his wife at Kattura — A ramble with Sinhalese 
gentlemen — My Buddhist plea for a suffering snake — Hindu shrines 
in Buddhist temples — The learned priest Suhhfiti — Sinhalese homes— 
A Moslem on Heber’s verse about Ceylon — Temple at Khandy — A 
Moslem sermon — Kellania — Buddhist folk-tales — “ Merits ” — Nir- 
vana — My Christmas lecture at Colombo — High priest of Adam’s Peak 

— Conferences with Buddhists in tlieir college — An unpublished Pitaka 

— “Covetousness” — Of actions at once right and sinful — The extinct 
order of female priests — English masqueraders — Bishop McDvaine and 
Bishop Temple. 

O N a warm summer day, in the middle of December, 
voyaging on a sea of glass, I beheld a seeming long 
white cloud low on the horizon. It was Ceylon, — the 
land of my dreams. Poor Columbus ! You who saw a 
cloud that turned into America, and were welcomed by 
gentle natives, — unarmed Buddhists in their peacefulness, 
— how pitiable you appear 1 “ They knew not the use of 
weapons, and cut their hands in handling our swords ; tliey 
know no evil ; what a pity they must be damned because 
they know not Jesus ! ” So wrote the discoverer who, dis- 
appointed in not finding the land of gold, bethouglit him 
of transforming the gentle natives into gold and into 
Christians. Four centuries have passed and Christendom 
is singing of the vileness of the Sinhalese, the most inno- 
cent people on the face of the earth ! 

It was a new world I was entering. I had studied the 
Sinhalese Buddha and Buddhists, and knew I was leaving 
behind Anglo-Saxonism, — cruel, ambitious, canting, ag- 
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grc««ivc, — to minfjlo m ith i>coplc who hncw “ Iho hlc^scd* 
ncs? of being little. ” Hero at last wa? a country r^ithout 
any revolutionary party. They were free to think .and 
feel and dream, to find happiness in making their uives 
and children happy, and in sharing the thoughts of tho 
world's teachers, 

Ilut I was too sophisticated to adapt my mind at onco 
to tho extreme unworldHne<s of the }luddhi«ts. To find 
philosophers living in thatched cottages with carlljcn floors 
w.as an astonishment. Sitting with one such man, t.alking 
of Kmerson and Carlyle and Max Muller, — he knew their 
works hy heart, — I could not forl>car contrasting tho 
nl>ode of even well-lo^lo lluddhists with tho villas of their 
linglish and Hindu ncighlKjnrs. Wo were not far from 
the go\cnior*s p-alaccs, and he pointed to a mounted escort 
entering the pal.acc court on prancing steeds. Ho said, 
“Would you like to l>e in tho place of that captain with 
his retl coat, high cap, and steed?” “Ko,” I answered. 
“ Well, that is the way wo look stjKin these planters and 
oflicials and their fine liouses. They do not apj^al to us 
in the least. We are glad to be spiitc out of their sphere. 
Wchas'O gooil foo<l, goo<l wires; wo love to sco our chib 
dren, as yo;i see, nearly naked, playing on tho grass; and 
to read, think, converse on great subjects, and arc content 
to let the world go prancing on its way while we go on 
ours.” 

Mr. Pcrcra, a highly cducatcil Buddhist, told mo that 
tho storj* of some English authorities of Buddha’s birth 
from a virgin is unknown in Ceylon. Buddha’s mother, 
Main, died some days after Buddha’s death, and in popu* 
lar belief she was bom a male god. My expressed hope 
that Buddha's father had bocoroo a goddess amused him. 
The great Buddha tree at KcUania, believed to liavc been 
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parfc of tlie original Bo-tree in India, is said to have been 
brought thence by a queenly priestess. 

Mr. Perera also gave me some specimens of the domes- 
tic form taken by the Buddhagosha parables. In illustra- 
tion of the effects of bad company Buddha once related 
that a certain king had everything perfect around liim, — 
his wife was the best, his horse the best, and he especially 
prided himself on having the finest elephant in the world. 
But this elephant went mad. Great doctors were sum- 
moned, but none could cure him. The elephant-keeper, 
questioned sharply, said : “ One night wild animals in 
the jungle near by talldng together said, ‘ This would have 
been the king of elephants ; here he is a prisoner chained 
up; we who live in freedom in the jungle are far hap- 
pier.’ The elephant heard this and it made him wild and 
mad. But the priests came and preached to the elephant 
high morality, how to do good, and the dangers of hell. 
So the elephant was cured and the Buddhist proverb 
arose, ‘ Even the wild beasts may be converted by good 
company.’ ” 

My friend was a loving reader of Emerson, but could not 
at all feel the interest of our philosopher in immortality. 
Indeed he said that he thought a belief that death was 
entire extinction would be to the vast majority of the 
human race glad tidings. What he said on this matter 
reminded me of Shakespeare’s tlioughts as e-\j)ressed by 
Hamlet and also by the condemned youth in “ hleasnrc 
for Measui'e.” The humble millions of tljc world fear 
death largely because they have been terrified by notions 
of torment after death, or of interminable journeyings 
through vile forms. 

It seems that there is a sort of popular belief^ that 
the lower animals arc immortal. The suficrings of animal.^ 



Tlir. IIODYAS 


in 


wliicli 60 troiibicil tlio faith of Sarah Flower Adams, the 
writer of “ Fearer, My God, to Thee,” niul of Sir Henry 
Taylor, ami Francos Power Cohhc, who couKl tonccivo 
of no fntnro redress or moral hencHt for animals, ia 
escajicd by tlic Iltuldhists, who look n]>on these inferior 
fonns ns their humble sjiiritiial ancestors and poor 
relations, Tbo familiar Ivondon folk*talo of Whittington 
mul his Cat, wbicli I once traced through many parts of 
the world, origiintctl in a lltiddhist parfihio wlioso moral 
was tlic ha^c ingratitude of m,a» to the animnls that 
befriended him. The cat, having ingeniously inado tlio 
fortuno of a poor peasant, is cast aside to perish in 
wretchedness. This lesson against ingratitndo faintly 
rcapjicars in the early versions of “ Fuss in Hoots,” hut 
has entirely dlsap|>c.arcd in tho story of Whittington, in 
which tlic cat is supplanted by tlio Provldenco which 
watches over the spccuhalions of the pious ami lo^al 
HritWi merchant. 

Some VoHcs of tribes arc found in India whoso passive 
and iinprogrcssivc character was probably derived from 
ages of subjugation. The raid of John Broun in Virginia 
was enough to prove that in tho evolution of n docilo 
slave the old insurrectionary elements that had produced 
such leaders ns Toussaint POuverturo and Knt Turner 
had long been trampled out of the negro race in America. 
It was no doubt so with tho taciturn Tamils in Ccjlon, 
and traccahly so in the “ Rodyas,” who have their legend, 
according to wliich an offcnco against some Iialf-mythical 
monarch by his "nobles” led to a docrco isolating them, 
and their descendants had become a separate tribe. Their 
women were forbidden to wear clothing above the waist, 
and the men had some similar disqualification which 
kept them from mingling with people in cities. Two 
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Americans accompanied me to tlie forest of the Rodyas, 
and when we saw the men with long knives sheathed in 
their loin cloth we felt as if we had strayed beyond the 
line of safety. But the knives were relics falling to a 
harmless generation. The women had cultivated longhair, 
and when we passed covered their breasts with it, Godiva- 
like. One of these held in her arms a very beautiful baby, 
into whose hand I put a coin. The mother smiled, and 
said something to her husband. He advanced and walked 
with us to a house where there was a person who con- 
versed with us pleasantly in English. 

I made an excursion to Kattura. A law court was in 
session there, and the proceedings were mostly in English, 
the case being between a native and an Englishman. The 
chief lawyer was a fine-looking Sinhalese gentleman, 
whose golden tint was occasionally revealed by a gesture. 
The young judge had an attractive face which I had 
somewhere seen before, and he sent down a note from the 
bench requesting me to remain near by, as he had known 
me at Cambridge, England. J udge Arunachalam was an 
undergraduate at Cambridge at the time of my Sunday 
evening lectures there, which he had heard. He also pos- 
sessed several of my books and sympathized with my 
religious views. He insisted on my visiting him in his 
house, and as the court was not to be resumed for three or 
four days, said it would be a pleasure to him to go with 
me through the neighbourhood. The opportunity was 
welcomed. The judge (Hindu) had recently married a 
Sinhalese lady, and they resided in a beautiful villa. His 
young wife had an English governess, and was assiduous 
in her studies. One of her favourite books was my “ Sacred 
Anthology,” and when her husband took me to his house 
and went off to inform her that he had brought a guest. 
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Iio presently returned wth tlie pleasing information that 
Ills wife would bo present to receive mo at dinner. Ho 
told me that slio bad never in her life met any gentleman 
of the English race, and felt a little nervous at the 
venture ; she could not depart from usage so far as to eat 
at the table with us, but was anxious to meet mo and for 
the first time to try her English with one from abroad. 

The house and garden filled up all my old visions of 
Saadi’s “ Gulistan ” or Rose Garden. The villa, embowered 
by palms, twined about with blossoming vines, tbo open 
sides of the drawing-room tapestried with flowers, the air 
perfumed by the breath of roses, made a station in my 
“Earthward Pilgrimage.” But when the Sinhalese lady 
appeared all of these flowers and decor.itions wove them- 
selves into a sympathetio frame around her. 

The English governess was handsoroe, but no typo of 
beauty previously seen had prepared mo for that of Lady 
Arunachalam. Her complexion was of lightest gold- 
tint, a slight rose-mist appearing and vanishing on her 
check; her features small and fine, her ample black tresses 
fell around her oval face. The timidity in her large eyes 
was scarcely veiled by the long lashes, but there was also 
on expression of infantine curiosity. She was hardly 
seventeen, I suppose. It was in December, the tropical 
summer, and the lady was not burdened with garments ; 
her simple white but toned drapery folded softly around 
her with two or three coils, and she wore jewelled armlets. 

She said something in Sinhalese, which the judge 
interpreted : “ She welcomes you and begs that you will 
be seated.” She herself took a seat on a divan and said 
presently with an accent I might have thought comical iu 
another, but now found charming, that she loved to study 
English. With some aid from her governess she told mo 
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tlaat slie Lad heard that in England women were free, 
that they were able to enter into the employments of life ; 
in India and even Ceylon women had few advantages. 
I gave her an account of the progress in that direction in 
England and America, telling her particularly about the 
female physicians and artists. Her colour went and came 
as she listened and answered, “ I am very glad.” She had 
heard that when the Prince of Wales (Edward VH) was 
in India, and made grand parade in the cities attended 
by all the Hindu princes in their richest costumes, he had 
requested that on each such occasion the ladies should be 
allowed to witness the scene. The Prince had acted the 
part of many a fairy prince in oriental folk-lore, and in 
the impression made on Lady Arunachalam, the onl}' lady 
of high caste with whom I was able to converse in that 
region, I could perceive that he had not only left his image 
in the zenana along with the canonized heroes, but had 
been the means of placing slightly ajar those close-barred 
doors which ultimately perhaps may be thrown open. 

The judge was delighted with tlie freedom of his wife 
in conversation with a stranger, and now and then i)ut in 
an encouraging wmrd or two, but she was loft to follow 
her own will. She requested some suggestion of interest- 
ing books in English, and before leaving I made out a list. 

Judge Arunachalam had arranged that on the next 
day, Sunday, the most intelligent Buddhists of the neigh- 
bourhood should meet me at the train and bring mo by /m 
interesting road to his house ; by breakfast time his pre- 
parations for Monday’s court would be finished, and wo 
could together Hsit villages and temples. About twenty 
met mo, headed By the Eiiglish-spealcing lawyer. 

On our way we came upon a snake reduced to helph’'-**- 
ness by red ants. It was a harmless “ rat-snake, valutd 
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as tho chief exterminator of rats. It liad received no 
wound, but these red ants have power to paralyze and 
bind a creature five feet long. The snalco was coloured 
red by the Lilliputian swarm, and I proposed that it 
should bo delivered by death from its motionless misery. 
But there were murmurs against this. I was given to 
understand that it was contrary to their religion to take 
life, even that of the ants. AVo went on somo sixty yards 
in silence, when I turned and requested that the snake 
might bo brought. It w.is brought on a polo, then at my 
request was dipped in a pool and cleared of ants, and 
finally laid across the road. It was evidently half dead, 
but if left might linger in agony somo days. It was on 
tho first Sunday of 1884 that I thus found myself in a 
forest of Ceylon preaching to Buddhists in behalf of n 
snake, bringing back to them from tho AVest a more 
humane interpretation of their own doctrine. I told them 
how painfully it impressed mo tlmt tho mercifulness of 
Buddha should result In tho torture of any creatures. 
The compassionate heart of that great teacher, recoiling 
from the cruel sacrifices of altars, from the agonies 
inflicted by man on man, and the disregard of animal 
sufferings, had testified against such cruelties ; but what 
would he say could he now see that his tenderness had 
ended in leaving a harmless animal to be slowly devoured 
alive during several days? What would the compas- 
sionate Buddha, for whom a serpent is said to have made 
a throne with bis coils — what would ho do if he were 
in the presence of this misery which we cannot relieve 
but can end ? As I said this, each word being translated 
to them as uttered, a youth stepped forth and with 
one vigorous blow of a stick ended the snake’s life. 

The company then began to talk among themselves, 
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and presently the lawyer commiinieated to me their point 
of view. The snake’s situation was the result of its pre- 
vious history in other forms, and its death by ants might 
be a necessary condition of reaching a higher future, 
such death being its self-determined path. To this I an- 
swered that our passing by was as much its destiny as 
the attack of ants. The merciful hand that struck the 
blow of deliverance w^as the poor reptile’s destiny. And 
why, I urged, should we not at all times and to all crea- 
tures be a good destiny, counteracting the cruelties of 
nature ? This won some favour. 

After a luxurious breakfast with Judge Arunachalam, 
we began our ramble by visiting a temple in which by 
the side of Buddha stands a small shrine of Vishnu, to 
whom offerings .of flowers are subordinately made. We 
found hanging from the hand of Vishnu a Buddhist’s 
written vow of a certain number of baskets of flowers and 
one hundred lamps in case of the offerer’s success in de- 
fending himself on a trial for theft. J udge Arunachalam, 
before whom the man had been acquitted, was amused 
by observing these duly paid debts to Vishnu. Among 
these gods transformed to guardian genii is now Maia, 
the mother of Buddha. She introduced Buddha among 
the ffods to humanize them. I was scandalized that her 
sex should be changed ; but a priest explained to me that 
by continued merits a woman might be promoted to be a 
man in the next world. I could not forbear saying that 
I hoped the time might come when it would be believed 
that a man, by extraordinary virtues, might be rewarded 
by becoming a woman. 

At one temple we met the priest Waskaduwe Subhuti, to 
whom the judge paid marked honour. He was known to 
European scholars by his Pali Grammar (18T6), and I 
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liad in my pocket a letter to liim from Jlax Muller. lie 
spoke excellent English, nml was a gracious old gentle- 
man. llis residence was some distance, and lie was brought 
in a' sedan carried by four men. I ventured to allude to 
this devotion on tho part of liis people. It is," he said, 
“because I have been with them verj’ long and am now 
too feeble to walk the distance frotn my house.” But I 
was desirous of Imowing why ho did not come in a car- 
riage drawn by horses. Ho said that life was so sacred 
that he was afraid a horse might bo vit.ally injured by 
carrying him. “ But,” I said, ** might it not be tho same 
with one of those men while ho is carrying you?” After 
a moment’s silence he said very sweetly, “ But a man 
can tell me if ho is suffering.” 

Subhuti was ai\ exact thinker, and the elevation and 
sweetness of his spirit excited my veneration. lie was the 
Buddhist I luvd dreamed of. The affection of his people 
for him was touching. He had some jdeasant word to say 
to each of them. Tlie mothers brought their children to 
him that he might smile on them, and some of them 
brought him white lotos flowers, 

I got information from Subhuti on Iho popular Bud- 
dhist folk-lore and ideas of future existence, for I knew 
that tho “will to live” had long pressed Nirvana (annihi- 
lation) to a remote place. Siva has transferred his puni- 
tive power to Yama, whose throne is on a sword’s edge, 
and over him a mountain: should ho show the very least 
partiality in any judgment the mountain will fall on him 
and the sword cleave him. One’s evil deeds turn to his 
devil. Killing animals is the sin most severely punished, 
but a Buddhist may cat meat of an animal shain by an- 
otber. A man killed a goat to give food to a noble who 
visited him ; tho slayer had to suffer as many years as 
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the goat had hairs ! In heaven all of inferior merits wait 
on those of superior merits. The next Buddha will not be 
found under the Bo-tree hut under the Iron-wood-tree, — 
a tribute to beauty, as this tree has rosy leaves. There is 
no marriage in heaven, hut the sexes remain. (In a fresco 
I remarked only oue she-demon among many male ones.) 

As we were walking through one of the villages a 
woman ran out from her house and threw herself on her 
Icnees before the judge, the tears flowing down her cheeks. 
She touched her forehead on his feet, then laid aside her 
cape, and thus naked to the waist (symbol of utter abase- 
ment) clasped her hands. While she was pouring forth 
her heart-broken prayer, the judge whispered to me, “ Her 
son has just been arrested.” After listening to her story — 
her son, her only support, excited by tree-toddy, had 
struck somebody — the judge placed her garment on hen 
shoulders, and lifted her gently. He then went to the 
doors of several neighbours and enquired about the case. 
The reports were all favourable to the character of the 
youth, the blow was not serious, and he spoke words that 
brought hope into the widow’s face. 

The judge told the group who had collected (so he in- 
formed me) that I honoured Buddha and read his teach- 
ings to assemblies in England ; and he desired me to be 
shown their household arrangements. I was shown through 
several houses, and women brought out their utensils and 
implements. One young woman brought a stone mortar 
and pestle and beat corn into “baddy ” (meal). Another 
exhibited the stone oil-press. All such things were done 
by women. Their flesh was like the lightest bronze ; their 
forms and movements graceful, and in their faces was 
the happiness and innocence of children. The only tears 
I saw in Ceylon were those of the widow about her son. 
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Tlic jmlgo (not a BnJdlust) said tljat crime in CJcjlon 
Tfas very rare bo far as Bmldlnsts \scrc concerned. Tliey 
liad few and simple wants and no Jningcr for riches or 
splcndonr. I received an account of a curious ease of 
theft which Iiad occurred in the cold monllis. A Buddlust 
had stolen a ring from an English lady, confessed the 
theft, and been imprisoned. IIo then sent wortl to the 
English lady where she would find her ring. Sho found 
it, and was curious about the proceeding. It sras dis* 
covered tliat the man’s hut was so out of repair and wet 
that he could not live in it during the cold sc.ason, and 
had determined by this theft to obtain for a limo comfort- 
able support ill her ^fajosty’s agrecablo prison. 

Among European men of the world acquainted with 
Ceylon, the lines about that island in the Missionary 
Hymn-— 

Tlionglj ercry prospect plcaics, 

ited only man is tHc— 

arc regarded as a huge joke. A Moslem jeweller, of 
whom I was making some purchases and who was fluent 
in English, told me that it was perfectly well knomi 
there how Bishop Ilcbcr came to write thoso lines: a 
Eurasian Christian jeweller in Colombo sold Ilcbcr a 
big emerald that when ho got homo turned out to be 
glass, so ho sat down and wrote that man in Ceylon is 
vile I It is certain that in any great city of Cliristendom 
there is more crime in one day than Ceylon knows in a 
year. 

There are in Colombo 8ovcr.*il ** vile ” houses depend- 
ing for patronage on travellers. When our ship arrived, 
agents came out on the tender and wont about recom- 
mending those liouscs, declaring that the inmates were all , 
Christians. 
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When I arrived in Ceylon there was much excitement 
about an attack that had just been made by the Catholics 
upon a Buddhist procession. A bit of what was believed 
to be the alms-bowl of Buddha, found at Sopara near 
Bombay, having been presented to the Buddhists of 
Ceylon, they were bearing it to a shrine when they were 
attacked. The Catholics thought they were mimicking 
their own processions and carrying aloft a crucified ape. 
The Buddhists were following usages older than the 
Christian era. 

In Canterbury, England, there is an English Church 
training-school for missionaries, in which I once saw 
youths fresh from universities learning carpentering and 
other mechanic work that might be helpful to primitive 
tribes, but the one art needful they were not learning — 
that their first duty was to comprehend a religion before 
trying to destroy it. That ancient seaport town, Sopara, 
which one tradition pronounces Buddha’s birthplace, and 
where the relic sent to Ceylon was found, has been 
identified by Benfey as the Ophir of Solomon ; the Por- 
tuguese made converts there over seven centuries ago, 
and the Christians continue as a caste, though in rites and 
dress and beliefs hardly distinguishable from the Brah- 
mans. The Portuguese are usually the most friendly 
missionaries, and their only outbreak, that of 1883, 
though nobody was harmed, was unfortunate. It gave 
the American theosophist. Colonel Olcott, an opportunity 
to pose as the patron and advocate of the Buddhists, an 
opportunity he made the most of, — and to ally Blavat- 
skyisra with Buddha, lowering the latter in the unlearned 
mind. On the other hand, the disgrace of the Portuguese 
missionaries in Colombo was the means of admonishing 
all missionaries that the Empress of India was the head 
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of the nmlilMst Clum'h in Ccjlon, ntul that no disrespect 
to it oould Ihj lolcratctl. 

In the ancient temple at Khandy tlio jiriest unfolded 
for me the varloui pacrtKl vestments, which l>oro strihing 
resemblance to those of Catholicism. I mentioned this 
to the priest, vtIio Mtd that they (Ihuldhists) well knew 
the orI;;in of the Catholic vestments, hnt did not nish to 
cause irritatiojj l»y lalkin;; of the matter. 

I ohscrtcsi just outside tlie inner door of this vety* 
ancient .temple a small lamp with re<l light orera»hasin 
of holy water, froju which each one coming out touclicd 
his or her forehead ; there were also shrines, relies, alUir 
Wls, and rosaries. It is not exsy to believe that tho 
Ihiddhist and Catholic fonns are of indci>cndent origin 
and ver}* diflicidt to determine winch svas tho chief 
iMjrrower. On the outer walU of the temple were mural 
j»aintings rcpri'scntiiig monstrous hells and devils, and 
the torture of human l^oslies. I asked a Icanicsl lluddhist 
how it was that a religion of mercifulness, which in all 
history ntver fhcti blood nor hartncsl c\en dangerous 
animals, could thus menace mortals with supernatural 
terrors. Surprisol by my (jucstioii, he replied that it was 
the great aim of Ihuldha to save mankind from those 
suITerings. “ Ihit who, then,” I asked, is rcsjwnsihlo for 
tho existence of such tortures in tho universe?” “Xo 
one 19 rcs|>on9it)fe. These arc the evifs of nature, tho con* 
ditions of existence, which no God or demon originated 
or causes, which not oven tlic j>owcr of Ihuldha could 
aliolish, but which ho taught ms how to cscajw.” I wished 
to know tho popular, os distinguished from tho theo- 
logical view of this matter, and asked an intelligent lay- 
man what was his own view of punishment after death. 
His reply was: “None is ever punished by other than 
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himself. AU the evil that a man does during life, if not 
overbalanced by the good he has done, forms at his death a 
retributive self of that man ; an image of himself, uncon- 
scious as a machine, tortures him according to his demerits.” 

In one ancient fresco at Khandy temple there is pic- 
tured a man of noble figure on a cross in hell. The de- 
mons vainly try to harm him, while the human forms 
worship him. The painting is too dim for me to discover 
how the form was attached to the cross, or to make out 
the precise shape of the cross. It seems to me much ear- 
lier than the Portuguese mission in Ceylon four centuries 
ago, but I naturally ascribed that particular picture to 
Christianity. Nevertheless the word Stauros in the New 
Testament, which we translate cross,” really means stake, 
the cruciform appearing only at the close of the third 
century. I possess an old Persian picture representing a 
personage of great dignity in hell, seated on a sort of 
throne, and unharmed by the demons. It may be that 
the figure in the Persian picture is meant for Zoroaster, 
and in its transition to Khandy caught up the Christian 
emblem. However this may be, the Parsi and the Sin- 
halese conceptions of the future are nearly the same. In 
one of our talks Subhuti said, “ One’s deeds change to 
his devil.” In the vision of the ancient Parsi, Arda Viraf, 
it is written : “ In a region of bleak cold wandered a 
soul which had departed from the earth ; and there stood 
before him a hideous woman, profligate and deformed. 

‘ Who art thou, who art thou, than whom no demon could 
be more horrible?’ To him she answered, ‘I am thy 
actions ! ’ ” The good meet their actions in tlie form of 
beautiful maidens. 

I passed a night at Khandy, and in the evening my 
interpreter, a Moslem, told me that there was to be a dis- 
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course by a missionarj’ of Iiis faith in a private house, to 
which, being a ^Fosleiu, hc.could take me. Tiio room was 
crowded by perhaps sixty people. Unfortunately my guide 
could not whisper any translations of what the speaker 
said, but I managed to gather from the exercises gome- 
thing about llicm. Tl\c preacher or tnollah was clearly 
not a Sinlialosc, and I believe ho was a Persian ; ho was 
jKirhaps forty, with some colour in his cheeks, an eye 
altcnmtcly expanding and closing, a small intellectual 
face, and a voice which easily passed from one tone to 
another, — didactic, pathetic, humorous, — with quick 
gestures of arms and fingers for every turn. There was 
nothing notable about Ins dress, but lie Jiad beside him 
four readers in solemn garb, each with atlas-Hko ICorans 
before them. From these they recited in unison suras on 
which the mollah made commentaries, introducing nar- 
rative illustrations which deeply imprcsscil and moved 
his hearers. My guide told mo afterwards that the nar- 
ratives w'crc those of great leaders and teachers of Islam 
who had passed through ordeals and jicrils and achieved 
great results. The Koran readers recited the verses W’ith 
rhythmic beat and me.xsure, s(accato monotone, as if 
the four had one tongue. The speaker waited in silence, 
then suddenly joined them with exact rhythm and tone 
for one line, at tho end of which the readers stopped, 
while the orator without any pause linked that line to his 
next sentence, in which bis own stylo was icsumcd. At 
tho end of that comment ho fell into tho staccato mono- 
tone, which tho readers c.aught instantly, and went on 
w'ith another Koranic passage, while tho teacher sat stilk 
Tlie man’s art was perfect ; there w’as no loudness, no 
trick, but an uninterrupted flow of thought and feeling 
as of a fountain, his whole form and face shimmering 
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witli its piaj. At times there was an instant of something 
like laughter in liis voice, but it was quasi-hysterical, 
and no one smiled. I could not understand a word, but 
was sorry when it was over, and went off with thoughts 
of the bird said to have once perched on the shoulder of 
iMohainmed while he was preaehing. 

An extremely ancient temide in Ceylon is KeUania. 
Near it is an enormous Bo-tree said to have descended from 
a slip of the original tree at Gya under which Sakyamuni 
received his illumination and became the Buddha. It is 
nearly a day’s journey in the heifer-drawn vehicle ; the 
sun was voiy hot, the region thinly settled, and there being 
no inns it became trying. My driver knew little English, 
and it required pantomime to tell him I was thirsty. 
Instantly he dropped his rein, quickly climbed a palm, and 
plucked off several green cocoanuts. With his knife he 
cut a hole in the husk of one, transforming it into a flask 
of perfectly cool nectar. 

When I reached the temple a beautiful boy, nude but 
for his loin girdle, approached me. He was about twelve, 
spoke English, and was delighted at the prospect of guid- 
ing a -visitor. There was no village near the temple, which 
was a good deal dilapidated. The tree was wonderful, 
but that which most interested me was the crop of Bo-tree 
legends wdiicli had grown around it and were related to me 
by the boy. One was represented in an isolated wooden 
house. To this the lad conducted me, opening the door 
with a key. Inside was an image of Buddha seated under 
a tree artificially modelled and erect in the middle of the 
room. The leaves on this tree were all spear-heads. When 
I enquired about this the lad related the legend in words 
that I wrote down as nearly as I could : — 

“ Our Lord, when the evil Mara tried to tempt him 
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many ways, woulil not yield to liis evil will; tlicii the evil 
Mara went and brought a great many horriblo monsters 
to make our I>onl afraid ; but ho was not made afraid ; 
then tho evil Mara made his horriblo monsters to swoop 
down on our Lonl ; Imt all at once ever}’ leaf on the holy 
tree was a spear, and the horrible monsters were all stud; 
fast on the spears ; and our Ijortl sat there ; ho was not 
tempted, not afraid, not hurt ! ** 

I can hanlly IwHcvo that the Insy’s talo was literally 
mcinonzcd, for his face was radiant as ho told it ; there 
were also hesitations, and probably I was more conccnied 
to get the legend exact than to write down his ever)’ word. 
I was often impressed by the care with which children of 
Kuddhist families arc instructed it» the moral talcs and 
parables of their religion. While tho Christian mother is 
telling her child tho story of the Prodigal Son, tho Pearl 
searched for, tlio leaven and Meal, tho Buddhist mother 
is telling her child talcs and parables just as sweet ; and 
so far as they come from tho nnsophisticated mother’s 
heart such instructions arc alilco in justice and compas- 
sionatcncss. 

There are many follc4.alcs in tho region of Kcllania, and 
one of them is similar to a legend of Charlemagne. Ehlla, 
the Tamil king, placed beside Ins bod a bell to which a 
rope was attached extending to the gate of his palace. Any 
person in his kingdom, howcs'cr humble, who sufTered any 
injustice might ring this bell at any hour and the king 
would instantly arise and never sleep again until tho 
wrong was redressed. This was in tlio region of tho 
“Xagas,” or serpent-men, which may possibly bo con- 
nected with tho legend that a snalco once coiled around 
tho ropo and rang tho bell of Charlemagne, who re- 
sponded, and followed tho snake to its nest, found occu- 
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pied by some otlier animal, which was duly tried, sen- 
tenced, and slain. 

When I had the happiness of receiving a call from . 
Subhuti I questioned him about the Christian mission- 
aries. I knew him to be incapable of untruth or unfairness. 
He said that some of the missionaries troubled Buddhist 
families; they obtruded into the homes of the humble 
people and frightened them. They could only worry them, 
as a Buddhist peasant was quite unable to comprehend 
any of their dogmas. 

The idea of salvation by one’s own merit prevails in' 
every religion on the face of the earth except Christianity. 
In the Buddhist world it is the lesson taught from the 
cradle ; it is the daily bread in every household. In one 
of the villages through which I passed with J udge Aruna- 
chalam I noticed a beautiful baby in its mother’s arms, 
and pressed a piece of silver into its pink hand. The child 
whimpered faintly, and the mother said something to it as 
if it could understand.- When we left, the judge repeated 
what the mother said ; “ Why should you fret when you 
have received a gift from a meritorious hand ? ” The word 
“ meritorious ” was a definitive religious expression, and 
referred to what my indulgent friend had said of me. 

I do not remember a child really crying in Ceylon. 

I mentioned this to a gentleman from Philadelphia while 
we were walking through the crowds on a market day. 
There were swarms of children, but we failed to hear 
any crying, nor did we hear an angry word exchanged . 
between grown-up people. I could see something of the 
serene Buddha of the temples in every Sinhalese face. 
Of course it was different with the dark-visaged Tamils ; 
these are taciturn, and have a look of melancholy. 

On Christmas eve I heard the beating of tom-toms in 
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Colombo, nml learned that from immemorial times Decem- 
ber 25 was the sacred day of Riiddlia. Evil beings were 
frightened away by tho tom-toms. By this time I had 
formed fricndsliips s\ith several Buddhists in the town, 
and ono of them — a Icanictl man — went about with me. 
I found that tho l>cating of the tom-tom was .altogether by 
women. My friend took mo into several houses. Behind 
each w.a3 a tiny yanl and a circle of women seated on 
the ground, all beating little dnims and singing, though 
tlicy paused now and then to converse. At the centre of 
each circle was a small fire. As tho night was warm, the 
fire was no doubt of some religions importance. 

It is onl}* within the memorj* of many now living that 
Buddha hxs become an eminent name in England and 
America, even among scholar<i. Tho popular enthusiasm 
for him was largely duo to Sir Edwin Arnold’s poem 
“The Liglit of Asi.V’ an ad.iptation of Bmhllia to occi- 
dental pietism of little value tocritical students. Tho long 
and universal circulation of Bnnyan’s “ Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress ” was a good preparation for tho exaltation of a fab- 
ulous Buddha who, after seeing tho NTirious typos of human 
misery, abandons family and friends like Cliristian ; ” 
and it was natural Ibat Sir Etlwin should discover some 
sort of Cclcsti.al City in tho Kirvana — tho living suicldo 
— sought by Buddlia. Lady Arnold’s father, Rev. IV. H. 
Ch.anning, on ono of his piJgrinmges to Concord (one of 
his old homes) gave there a lecture on Buddha, whom ho 
so exalted that next day a company of ladies called on him 
to demand another lecture to say why they should not all 
become Buddhists. Clianning replied tliat ho was exceed- 
ingly distressed that they should have such an idea, but 
that it was impossible for him. to give another lecture. In 
Channing’s earlier years, under the stimulating breath of 
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New England Transcendentalism, the word “ Coine-outer ” 
was not jargon, but a solemn title of pilgrims coming out 
of their several Cities of Destruction. Though Buddha was 
known as a Hindu nonconformist, he remained an academic 
figure, not being associated with any ideal of progress or 
reformation then appreciable in the West. Since then a 
great Buddha literature has arisen, but without bringing 
out any original or distinctive teaching by Buddha which 
can explain the enormous proportions of Buddhism. Both 
in the East and West interest and enthusiasm centre in 
the supposed or the real man. What mankind want is a 
divine master, a preternatural person ; and when the par- 
ticular cause or urgent occasion which raised the leader 
into eminence has disappeared the authority of his name 
remains to be claimed and utilized as a label by each and 
every competitive sect and school of philosophy. There 
have thus been two Buddhas running side by side through 
the ages, — the Teacher and the miraculous Person. We 
owe to a few modern scholars, and chiefly to Professor 
T. W. Rhys Davids, LL. D., the discovery of a real indi- 
vidual under all those legendary and spiritistic wrappages 
which Sir Edwin Arnold has glorified in “ The Light of 
Asia.” There was then a great man named Siddhartha, 
but he has left no writings, and it is difficult to discover 
in teachings ascribed to him any original idea of an 
affirmative or constructive kind. The phenomena seem' 
to imply vast and radical negations. 

If thei’e is anything historical about Siddhartha it is 
that he denied the existence of any deity, and denied 
conscious immortality. And no one who has studied the 
superstitions that passed for “ religion ” in his time can 
wonder that clearance of the universe from deified phan- 
tasms and substitution of eternal repose for a frightful 
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future were then gl.nl t«Ung«. Of course evolutionarj' 
laws modtGcd such negations. If Xirraua (ajmilulation) 
is the supremo thing the unborn are there, and no logical 
Buddhist could bring any lium.in being into existence. 
Tlicir race would come to an end. 

On my arrival in Cc)lon a delegation of young Brah* 
mans and Buddhists had invited mo to give a public lee* 
turc on Christmas day, and 1 consented. I liad with me 
a comparative study of the Birthdegends of Jesus and 
Sakyamtiui, of which modifications were suggcsleil hy my 
cxjwrionro in Co\lon. The lecture was npjwintcd for the 
afternoon, and I passed the moniing in the great Colombo 
temple. There, in a series of ancient frescoes, the Earth- 
wanl Bilgrimage of Buddha is told. Tlio earth blossoms 
when he is Iwm, all gems in the earth send up flames, 
and from afar Wise Men (not angels) come to foretell 
|>o.seo and good will of man to man. In another picture 
the halHj is seen walking, ami ex cry step brings forth 
a lotos flower. The legendary* sign of Clirist’s birth is a 
star; that of Buddha's birth a flower. 

A srondrous Christmas day for me! TJio Brahmans 
and Biuldliisli had united to make my lecture a grand 
event ; canopies had been raised over a largo oj>cn space ; 
a platform had been iimdo for leading natix’cs, and 
benches for tho crowd, which w.as large, tho lecture being 
gratuitous. All had como in fine raiment, — luatiy-col- 
oured robes, jewelled turbans, — and nothing European 
to mar the effect. Around us xvero no walls but palms 
and flowers. 

Was it n dre.sm? IIow had I got there? Was I in 
any sense tho same as that ^Icthodlst youth who thirty- 
two years before had left his homo besido tho Rappa- 
liannock to preach ^Icthodisni? 
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I was assured that my every hearer understood English, 
that most of them were familiar with religious discussions, 
and some were men of letters. The object of my lecture 
was not to establish resemblances between the Birth- 
legends of Christ and Buddha, but rather to point out 
that in their respective myths were reflected their differ- 
ent aims, — one, happiness in another world ; the other, 
happiness in this world. 

Beside me on the platform sat Sumangala, Priest of 
Adam’s Peak, Primate of the Buddhist world, with whom 
I afterwards had much conversation. He was amiable as 
well as erudite and acute. Our first conversation related 
to the Theosophists, who had a hall in Colombo in 
which I heard a Buddhist neophyte preach Sunday morn- 
ing, in English, a sermon showing familiarity with Inger- 
soil’s works. In the recent attack of Catholics on; the 
Buddhist procession. Colonel Olcott had hastened to 
Colombo and demanded of the government redress for the 
Buddhists. These were naturally grateful to him, but 
Sumangala was troubled by the expositions of Buddhism 
given by the Theosophists. The pretended Mahatmas, 
such as “ Kotthume,” he declared non-existent. In Bud- 
dhist traditions there were famous ancient Rishis, but they 
are now thought of only as Abraham and other patriarchs 
are by Christians ; no real Buddhist imaginesany of them 
still living. 

The Priest of Adam’s Peak presides over Widyeaya 
• College, the Buddhist institution some miles out of Co- 
lombo, whose faculty invited me to meet them and the 
students there. My particular friend, the Hon. P. Rama- 
nathan (Brahman), solicitor-general of Ceylon, called 
to say that if I would go he would accompany me and 
interpret what was said. It was arranged that the seance 
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preach their own doctrines, speaking ill of the doctrines of 
others. Each set is followed by another, who tell us what 
was^ preached before them is not true, saying ‘ Listen to 
us ! ’ They who go into and they who come from the wilder- 
ness meet here. Thus our mind is unsettled ; we do not 
know what to believe.” Buddha said: “ That is but natu- 
ral. Now hear what I have to say ! Accept not the doc- 
trines that are mere hearsay — what somebody says another 
is preaching. No doctrine is to be accepted because believed 
by one’s father or grandfather. Sometimes a clever man 
clothes a doctrine in fine language. Not because a doc- 
trine is thus decorated is it to be believed. Not because a 
doctrine is written in a book is it to be believed. Some- 


times a preacher will express a doctrine logically; but 
not because it is so expressed is it to be believed. Some- 
times a doctrine is conveyed by the Nyaya system of 
logic, but not even for that is it to be accepted. Some- 
times a doctrine may appear acceptable on its face; not 
merely for that is it to be believed. Sometimes a preacher 
caters to the existing belief of his hearers ; not for that is 
his doctrine to be believed. Not because a preacher con- 
ducts himself according to orthodox rules is his doctrine 
to be believed. Not because your master or teacher says 


it is true should you accept a doctrine. 

“ But this is the way doctrine should be accepted. In 
your own mind you must judge. What the wise have 
rejected, and you yourself know to be bad, that reject. 
There is covetousness; will it bring good or evil?” 
“Evil,” answered the princes. “The coveteous man,” 
said Buddha, “ might murder, steal, commit adultery, bear 
false witness, influencing others and causing them to 
follow his ways ; will he not suffer a long time ? ” “ Yes, 
they replied. “ Supposing hatred engendered, wiU good 
or evil follow? Through hatred a man may murder, steal, 
bear false witness; will he not suffer pain?” “ Yes,^ re- 
plied the princes. “ Mental obscurity, demerits, crimes 
— have the wise praised or rejected them ? ” “ They have 
rejected them.” “ If one accepts these as good, evil will 
follow. If a man purifies his mind of covetousness, he 
will enjoy happiness. If a man destroys all hatred, he 
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will cnjov liappincs«i. If a man Iiavo wi^ilom, lie will enjoy 
all liaj)|mic<s. Xow ye liavc judgwl for yonrsolvc*?. lie 
who covets not, who halos not, is the (li«ciplo of Ihuhllia. 
Good nill come to him; he will bo enlightened, ho will 
love .all beinps. He will Iw merciful, ho will be happy in 
others’ happiness. Ho will not hate one and love another, 
but bo equal towanl all. His friendshiji, mercifulness, 
s)‘mpalhy, goml will, shall go forth to all. His equanimity 
Bliall he i>oundloss. In this life he will ohtain fearlessness 
in four things: He may say, *If there Imj .another world, 
and if ill or well afTcets it, I shall l>o happy. If tlicre bo 
no other world, I have harmed none and l>encfitcd otliers, 
and am happy. If after death onlv the wichrd suffer, I 
have done no evil, and need not fear. H there be no 
jinnishment for the wichwl, I am secure.’” Ihiddha said 
to the princes: “Arc those doctrines good or had?” 
Tlujy rcpliwl, “They arc good: better than any t.aught 
us before,” and they Ibec-ame his disciples. 

So ended the reading from the Sntt.a, and for a few 
moments there was silence. Mr. Ihamanathan whispered 
to me; “Is it not strange that you and I, come from 
far difTcrent religions and regions, should together listen 
to a sermon from Iluddha in favour of that free thought, 
that independence of traditional and fashionable doctrines, 
which is still the rital principle of human dovclojimcnt .' ” 
“Yes,” I said, “and we, with the princes, prononnee his 
doctrines good." To me, indcwl, it w'.as thrilling that 
from a past of seventy generations should come tliis voice 
summoning man to rest his faith on his own reason, and 
trust his life for eternity to virtues rooted in his own 
consciousness. 

Invited to question, I ashed Iho priest about covetous* 
ness, and why it occupied such a cardinal place among 
the sins. I ohsci^'cd that all commerce is developed from 
man’s desire for what belongs to Ins neighbour. I asked 
whether it might not be possible that originally the covet- 
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ous eye meant tlie evil eye ; it being’ still believed in some 
parts of England tbat if one strongly desires a thing be- 
longing to another, that thing may be so rendered useless 
to its owner or even destroyed. The priests knew of no 
such superstition, and Sumangala said that covetousness 
was not associated with the things a man desired to ex- 
change, and that it was regarded by Buddhism as espe- 
cially evil because of its lasting effects. “ There are short 
sins and long sins. Anger is a great sin, but does not last 
long. Covetousness is a small sin, but endures long and 
grows. Even if a man loves his own things strongly, it 
brings unhappiness; still more if he strongly desires 
what belongs to others. He cannot ascend in the path to 
Nirvana, — the extinction of desire. There are five sins 
especially destructive of what bears man to Nirvana, and 
these we reckon worst, though in immediate effects they 
may appear least.” “But suppose,” I asked, “a man 
strongly desires to go to heaven ; is that covetousness ? ” 
“Yes,” said the priest, resting his chin upon the table 
and levelling his eyes like arrows at the head of Christian 
faith ; “ yes, it is covetousness to desire paradise strongly. 
One who goes there with such desires is as a fly stuck 
fast in honey. Paradise is not eternal. One who goes 
there must die and be born again elsewhere. Only the 
desire for Nirvana escapes from the mesh that entangles 
all other desires, because it is not desire for any object at 
all.” I asked : “ Have those who are in Nirvana any con- 
sciousness ? ” I was then informed that there is no Sin- 
halese word for consciousness. Sumangala said, “ To reach 
Nirvana is to be no more.” I pointed to a stone step and 
said: “One is there only as that stone is here?” “Not 
so much,” answered the priest; “for the stone is actually 
here, but in Nirvana there is no existence at all.” 
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A few clays after this interview I received from the 
high priest an invitation to renew owr conversation at tlio 
Pali College. On this occasion lio had with him several 
of the most eminent priests in Ccj'lon, and generally con- 
sulted them before giving roe answers. I enquired about 
the Buddhist doctrine of never taking the life of any 
creature. This doctrine ho aflinned very strongly. I put 
a crucial teat: a man sees a tiger about to leap on his 
child ; a gun is in his hand ; should lie kill the tiger or 
let it kill the child? Thcro was considerable consultation 
among the priests over this ernx, at tlie end of which I 
received the following rcplj*: “It would ho right to kill 
the tiger, but it would bo a sin.” To persons unfamiliar 
with theology this might appear a snpcrsubtle distinction. 
In fact, however, in western as well as oriental theology 
thcro are things at once right and sinful. In England it 
is sinful to disobey the New Teskiment, yet if a man 
strictly obeys the prescription for the sick given in 
James T, 14, and does not seek medical aid for Ins sick 
child, the law holds him guilty if the child dies. Tho 
development of a simihar anomaly in Buddhism suggests 
that the so-o.alled “atheism*’ of Buddha himself was not 
philosophical anti-supcrndturalism hut mor.al insurrection 
against the vile and cruel phantasms of popular fear. 
Buddha’s Sinhalese hymn would run — 

tUoQgU the spicy hteeici 
Blow soft o'er CcjIod's isle ; 

Though crery prospect pleases 
And only gods are rile. 

But his purely human protest shared tho fate of every 
religion invested with supernaturalism: it will develop 
theological, i. c. fictitious, notions of right and wrong 
with the invariable result that the real is subordinated to 
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the unreal good and evil. It is possible, however, that 
Buddhism caught this notion o£ “ sin ” from Christianitj. 
If Bishop Heber had been asked about the people of 
Ceylon, after his visit there in 1826, he would have 
described them as innocent and kind ; his word “ vile ” 
means no more than the “ miserable sinners ” which pure 
English maidens and children call themselves in their 
Litany; it has nothing to do with human virtues or 
morals, but with mysterious failures in observances or 
etiquette towards God. This is the Solomonic explanation 
of the reason why benefits come to the unjust as well as 
to the just. A hundred offences will not harm one who 
fears God properly. (Eecles. viii, 13, 14.) 

Every Buddhist priest I met impressed me favourably. 
They are celibate, but it is perfectly easy for one who 
wishes to marry to “ disrobe,” as they say ; he is not dis- 
liked. Possibly this complacency is the result of old 
experience. One of them told me an amusing legend: 
a god disguised himself as a monster dog whose function 
was to devour immoral priests ; immediately every mon- 
astery became vacant! Easy divorce from priesthood 
appeared preferable. If a priest “falls” without “dis- 
robing ” he is disgraced. 

Subhuti told me that there was' once a body of female 
priests in Ceylon. It was necessary for a woman to ordain 
a woman. The line became extinct, he said, by reason of 
the wars. In telling me this, Subhuti suggested to me 
more than he intended. It helped to confirm my belief 
that the inferior position of woman and her political 
disability were due to her unfitness for bloodshed. 

In 1906 it may be pardoned that Eeginald Heber, a 
young theologian of 1826, ignorant of Ceylon or its Ian- . 
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gu^gc or religion, wrote such lines as “ they call us to 
deliver their land from error’s chain,” “onl) man is vale,” 
“hows doi\n to wood and stone” (the chief example of 
bowing to wood being homage to a cross from nliich the 
cnicified has vanished) That is pardonable , but that such 
a hymn should remain in any modem h} ranal can gratify 
only those who fmd satisfaction in eacrjthing discredit- 
able to Christian missions It docs not gratifj me, because 
I know that nlicro the Protestant missionary becomes 
incompetent there is a soldier behind him able to make 
up for his failure 

Wc had a storj in London of tno young English 
scholars (I will not name them) jicrfccted in eastern lan- 
guages, who wore travelling together in Arabia Tliey had 
got themselves up with the exact Arab complexion and 
dress At one old village where they arrived they found 
themselves without monej , their London remittances being 
sent to a farther city 'V^Hiile thinking what to do thej 
observed a deserted mosque in bad condition They 
awaited the proper hour for Moslem prayer, and from the 
little outside pulpit sounded the loud usual call The 
startled villagers hastened out, and the two stained Eng 
Iishmen recited finest passages from the Koran, professed a 
mission to look after all desolations, and warned them to 
renovate that mosque or else prepare for hell Then they 
took up a good collection and went on their way rejoicing 
If any of the Bedouins had suspicions they were allayed 
hy the collection The collection is a sign of orthodoxy in 
all religions 

Both of these masqueraders were admirers of Moham- 
med, and one of them always called himself a Moslem 
But practically he could hardly be a Moslem It ap 
pears that none of the older religions now wish to make 
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converts. They are pleased by the sympathy of aliens 
with their doctrines, but it is doubtful if any one born 
outside could obtain practical membership as a Brahman, 
Pars!, Buddhist, or Israelite. Buddhism, Christianity, 
and Islam started as missionary religions, but now Chris- 
tianity alone seems to be very active in that respect, and 
its older churches seem tending to confine missions to 
their own scattered flocks. 

It is no joke when the youngest of nations, whose con- 
stitution ignores religion, stains itself morally with pre- 
cisely that criminal complexion which was once attributed 
to Mohammedanism. Fifty years ago Protestant preach- 
ers were never weary of accusing Mohammed of propa- 
gating his religion by the sword ; but in the opening 
twentieth century, our government sends warships to the 
chief Moslem nation and says in effect, “Pay for that 
American missionary properly damaged by a mob or we 
will murder your people and burn your capital.” And I 
heard a missionary, lecturing in our Century Club, New 
York, boast that by this menace the American mission was 
the only one that got its money ! Of course, so long as 
comfortable “ collections ” can be made in this way it can 
hardly be expected that churches will turn from the spu- 
rious “ Go ye into all the world,” to the genuine words, 
“ Go not into any way of the Gentiles, and enter not 
into any city of the Samaritans.” “ If they persecute you 
in one city, go to the next.” That will not do for mission- 
aries wrapped in the stars and stripes ! 

But how far have we fallen below President George 

ashington , who in 1796 sent to the Senate a treaty 
with Tripoli, whose opening words are these : — 

As the Government of the United States of America 
is not in any sense founded on the Christian religion, 
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as it has in itself no character of enmity against the laws, 
religion, or trantjiiillity of IMnssuImans, — and as the said 
States have never entered into any war or act of hostility 
against any Mahometan nation, it is declared by the par- 
ties that no pretext arising from religious opinions shall 
ever produce an interruption of the harmony existing be- 
tween the two countries. 

On July 3, 1872, St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, was tho 
scene of a combination of functions of international inter- 
est. A large number of dignitaries of the English Church 
gathered on that "Wednesday to receive a present from 
the American Episcopal Church. Tins was a silver alms- 
basin. It was brought by tho eminent Bishop Mcllvaino 
of Ohio, who was an excellent representative of the 
American clerical typo as distinct from the English. 
He had an intellectual face, dclic.ato features under a 
strong forehead. Dressed In plain blach, ho bore the enor- 
mous h.isin (nearly a yard in diameter) up to tho altar, 
where ho had to support It while tho Bishop of Lichfield 
gave an address. This bishop then received the basin and 
carried it before the altar ; there ho w.as met by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, before w'hom ho Icneeled, and who 
made a good fraternal address. Tlic archbishop then set 
the basin on the communion table, and proceeded to read 
the texts suggestive of alms. There were about ton other 
bishops present, with a great deal of scarlet in their robes, 
and each in succession walked up alone, Imelt before the 
basin, dropped a coin into it, and retired. (I saw a Jap- 
anese near me make a note of this apparent worship of 
the silver basin 1) After the bishops the vergers came 
up with a dozen red velvet purses. The Anglo-American 
function had been united with the anniversary of the Soci- 
ety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 
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TliG tilins-basin tlius bogan its career by receiving gifts 
for the i)ropagation of the Gospel around the world, which 
now, thirty years since the good Rishop Mellvaine was 
buried with honour in London (1873), has come to mean 
a propagation by the edge of the sword. The humility of 
the Ohio gentleman could not conceal the complacency 
of the sect which in its address spoke of itself as the 
“American Church,” which with that of England made 
the “ two branches of the one Holy Catholic Church.” I 
remember an exchange of smiles among the large con- 
tingent of Broad Church clergymen at the high ecclesi- 
astical tone of the address ; and indeed it had for some 
time been a sort of proverb among them that the “ apos- 
tolic succession” notion was American. Mrs. Hewson, 
daughter of Bishop Mcllvaine, told me that her father 
was cabled while in Europe to present the basin, and, 
his episcopal robes being in America, the English bish- 
ops tried to find among their own one that would fit him. 
In vain. All were too small for the tall American, who, his 
silk stockings being out of sight, was hardly distinguish- 
able from an ordinary clergyman. Was this inadequacy 
of the English prelatical dress for the American prelate 
symbolical ? It was noticed by the Bishop of Lincoln that 
the gift from America nearly coincided with the date of 
the Declaration of Independence, and it appeared to me 
droll that in theology independence should be more char- 
acteristic of the English than of the American Episco- 
pal Church. A demonstration of this was given in the 
fact that the sermon on the occasion was by the Bishop 
of Exeter, — even that Dr. Frederick Temple, author of a 
rationalistic chapter in “ Essays and Reviews,” whose pro- 
motion to the Bench of Bishops was so heavy a blow to 
the protesting Evangelicals. Those who hoped that in 
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tins sermon on tlio Propagation of tlio Gospel tlie lUsliop 
woulil unsay u hat ho had said, ni siniplo Dr. Temple, in his 
startling essay on “The ICtlucatlon of tho World,” were 
disappointed. The sermon x\a«i a eoneio ad elennn, and 
those who had cars to hear rceognired in it the same cen- 
tral idea as that of the censured css.iy. 

Ilis text was Pom. xi, lo, “For if the casting away of 
them l>o tho reconciling of the worhl, what shall the re- 
ceiving of them l>o lint life from the dead? ” Tho bishop 
showed that the casting away of tlie Jews was due to tho 
expansion of the gospel to include the Gentiles. Tlie Jews 
had gal!icre<l in great naml»ers to the religion of Christ, 
until i'aul and others began to interpret it ns a religion 
for mankind. They were ready to embrace it so long ns 
they could roganl it as only a rcbirmcd Jiulaisin. lie 
(hen went on to suggest that tho spread of Christianity 
among tho nations of the earth was very slow, and its 
conversions in foreign parts very few, chiefly because it 
(Chrislianily) was undergoing n process of expansion. 
Christians will not ace their religion trium]>h in the world 
until they have learned their own lesson bettor. It must 
first become a larger thing in their own minds. 

This tall, large-framed bishop, with his glittering black 
eyes, and black hair and whiskers, and his loud clear 
voice, spoke without any accent of timidity cither towards 
tho right-wing churchmen, who«c eyes were fixed sliarjdy 
upon him, or tow.ards Dean Stanley and his group, who 
svero all present. lie said that although tho foreign pro- 
pagation of Christianity was at a standstill, tho impor- 
taut fact remained that Heaven had married heavenly 
light to earthly light. “Tho wisest and most civilized 
nations are Christian.” 

Tin's almost seemed true when that same bishop be- 



onino Antlihijilio)) of Catilorljury. JJut alas! since his time 
the Anioi-ii'an chmathca liave n])]iarcntly resolved not to 
let fon'i{rn enlargement wait for their own spiritual en- 
largement at honu>. 'J'lio marriage is of Gospel to Gun- 
powder. As the late l..ord Salishnry said, the missionary 
is regularly followed hy the soldier. Of course there arc 
some rationalists who, believing that the ])rocess malccs 
tiUitnalely for “ jirogress,” may see with satisfaction Chris- 
lianitv rendering itself odious all round the world. The 
missionary already alhuled to, wlio lectured for ns at the 
Cetititry Club, inv(dced our horror at Turkish intolerance 
because they are forhiddon to sing such hyjnns as “On- 
ward, (duislian Soldier !” 3'or myself, th.at g.avc me an 
imjiression that the Moslems liavc now become the pe.acc- 
mak-ers, .and that they know hy long experience that the 
“ Christian Soldier ” has never been contented with a mere 
spiritual .sword. Tiio title of Chinese Gordon in the Sou- 
dan was “ Our Christian Soldier.” 
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^cv Tear’s ero io Cinnamon G*rt)eiis — Hen. P. ItanunAtLan’s banqnet 
— PertManwi — Sioiialese demoDoIo^ — Entertainment in the palace 
of Mnto Kumara Swamy-— Tl«e Nantch dancers — “ Tlic Martyr of 
Troth '* (Ilarischaadm) — Wsffnerite music. 

A ^lOXG the concctrAblo sensations of existence 1 Iincl 
Jl\^ noTCT imagined— <• unless in some early day-marc 
dream of transmundanc toniients — any comparable with 
those whiclt made mcmorahlo iny New Year s eve. Tho 
Hon. P. Pamanathan invited ino to liis beautiful bunga- 
low in Cinnamon Gartlcns, and there I met at dinner a 
number of Ilindn and Sinhalese gentlemen who }>05scsscd 
scholarly knowledge of the liislorj* and traditions of their 
island. It was no hca^'}’ prosaic dinner such ns their Eng- 
lish neighbours might have }tn[>ortcd to give them tho 
ailments they ascribed to tho climate, but light and dainty : 
Slnhalcso oysters, snipe, curries, salads, bandalca (egg- 
plant), other delicate vegetables, island fruits, and tho 
lightest French wines.* AVliilo we wero taking our cigars 
and cofTeo on tho veranda, soft breezes whispering through 
the palm and mango, fireflies fringing the entire gardens, 
the air laden at once with fraganco and rhythmic cadence 
e£ a myriad tiny creatures in tbeir slumbrons vespers, 

^ At tlie Ooll Pace Ilotel. Colombo, oor Scotch boat bad a poor table, 
but on Cbristmaa -we saw “ sweetbreads” on tbo tnenn, and prepared for a 
treat The sweetbreads were little cakes of dough sweetooed with sugar ! 
Surrounded by coffee plantatious, we could not get a cup of coffee, but only 
tex IIo promised one day to procure os coffee, but when it came two morn- 
ings later, it wxs so suggestire of a decoction of burnt corks that we con- 
tented onrsclrea with tbo tex Betweea San Francisco and Vcnico I found 
no good hotels. 
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wafted me into dreamland. Presently, I said, a turbaned 
magician will clap bis bands and all will disappear — 
these pleasant gentlemen, these palms, the fireflies — all ! 
I shall rub my eyes, see a London fog, turn over, and 
doze again. Not so ! But the dream is destined to pass 
into a fantastic realm. 

My host had read my “ Demonology and Devil-Lore ; ” 
he knew my interest in the diabolic fauna of Ceylon, and 
determined that for once I should have enough of them. 

O 

The wild peojfie called “ devil-dancers ” are not found in 
or near Colombo ; English customs have frightened them 
into remote places. My host with characteristic consid- 
erateness had brought twenty or more devil-dancers from 
the hills to perform their weird orgies before the door. 

The Hindu servants of the family are accustomed dur- 
ing the month between December 12 and January 12 to 
design a mosaic of flour and flowers with small animal 
figures on the ground in front of the veranda. At five 
points of it are flowers, their stems stuck in small balls of 
a substance which it requires all a cow’s sanctity to dig- 
nify. Petals are also strewn about over the figures, whose 
object is to drive away the devils ; and one may remember 
how in Goethe’s “ Faust ” the angels pelt the devils with 
flowers, which sting them like flames. But these Hindu 
charms had no effect upon our devil-dancers. It was just 
there that the scene took place. Unforewarned of any per- 
formance, I was bewildered by a flare of torches approach- 
ing from various quarters, held by men nearly naked. 

Then there was low beating of tom-toms. Presently a 
man began to drawl out a wild wailing chant, in which 
another and then another joined. There were words, but 
the gentlemen present, though all linguists, could not 
make out the patois ; one of them told me the singers 






TUE DDML-DANCE 


145 


themselves probably did not know the meaning of their 
rune. By this time a considerable crowd of people Lad 
gathered about the outer columns of the portico, and tho 
flaring of tho torches on their shiniug black bodies and 
eager faces made a wondrous scene. 

At length a robust fellow cleared a space, and wo were 
informed that tho dcviWanco would be prcccdctl by a 
“kobim” (cxtrav.'iganza). Tlicrcupon two appear in 
grotesque masks, cmbroidcrctl rctl and green blouses, 
belts with jingles, white trousers rcacliing to midway tho 
leg, and plumed caps. After a minute's dancing around 
each other they stopped and conversed. Their words were 
translated for mo: “ Can you dance?” “ Yes.” “ How do 
you dance?” “As you h.avo seen me doing all this time.” 
“ Can you turn a somersault?” ** I am going to do that.” 
Tiio questioner grapples and hugs him roughly. “ I have 
been stopped from a somersault by your embrace.” “ I am 
Don Helenes do Slh*a, soldier.” “And I am Milord tho 
soldier.” Both of them then recount tho terrific battles 
through W'hich they have passctl, conquering .ill their foes, 
and compare their multitudinous wounds. They then 
dance slonly around in cautious pursuit, os if for a grap- 
ple, but suddenly take to their heels. 

An old man with a long whito beard now approaches — 
led by a young woman whitened by chalk. After some 
dancing by these two, the old t&an stops to eo\:gl\ and 
gasp. The young woman mimics tho cough and everything 
else done by this aged man, whom they call “ Pannikera,” 
which may mean “ pantaloon.” A young man enters 
and tells tho bystanders that tho aged man is his son. 
They cry out at tho impossihilify. Tho old man says that 
he had been three times married, and adds (to tho youth), 
“ I am hero to dance by the king’s order, but have re- 
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ceived no invitation ; as penalty you must dance and go.” 
This the youth, did, and the ballet ended. 

Luring this performance the tom-toms and the unison 
of intoning voices were incessant. But when “Icolum” 
had ended, and the devil-dance was about to begin, the 
vocal and instrumental overture was furious. There was 
no change in the tune, but the time was accelerated, the 
beats changed, the voices became louder and wilder. There 
was something distinctly diabolical in the notes, which, in 
combination with the silent throng of nearly naked people, 
their white eyes lighting up their dusky faces, along with 
the lurid torches, caused sensations to shoot through one’s 
nerves. 

A deafening succession of tom-tom thumps accompanied 
the entrance before us of the Serpent King, Kaga Rajah. 
His mask, face and crown together, represented every ter- 
rible and beautiful curve and contortion of the cobra. 
Serpents (realistic in the dusk) coiled out of the corners 
of his many-fanged mouth and about his huge protruding 
eyes and made the pendants of his ears, the heads and 
hoods of five cobras rising to make the canopy of his 
crown. With him came his prime minister, who also 
succeeded well in his mask of serpent decorations, having 
above his head three huge hooded cobra-heads and three 
smaller. With these was a third, crowned with five co- 
bras. The three faces were blood-red, goggle-eyed, tusky, 
the forms dressed in red with touches of green, beneath 
which patches of black skin were discernible as they 
threw themselves about in sinuous ecstasies. The theme 
of their dance, though they spoke no word, was evidently 
the serpent ; they coiled, twisted, twined, and wrung their 
necks so long as to make one uneasy. Possibly we were 
witnessing a travesty of ancient rites of serpent-worship. 
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Tlicse XagnH (gcrpciils) nrc tlio legendary Wings believed 
to have inhabited Cvylon Wforo it was occupied by liurnan 
Wings. Ferguson identifies (hem .ns ?crj>cnt-vron»hi]>pcrs, 
but I incline to the conjecture that the wri)cnt was their 
ensign. Fesides the Xngas the Sinhalese believed in Yah- 
hhos, a sort of hobgolilin formed frojn human Wings who 
lived wiehcvlly, or wliowcrc not burned or buried with 
proper ceremonies. Tlierc were swarms of these whom ibo 
priests were often required to cxj>el from the houses, all 
domestic mishaps being at(ribti(e<l to these mischievous 
creatures. Tlicse two classes of demons ■— Xagas and 
y.nfclclios — have ofitcial leaders, and some of thc«o have 
«poci.il traditions. I rccognircd a legendary* personage in 
a performer who fo11owe<l the three Nagas just describetl. 
Tliey called him Kalu Cmnara, Uie Jlhck Frince, but 
none present seemed to know his legend, with vvhIcU I 
met Mine year# Wforr. TIic manager of iho show told 
me, through a gentleman, th.al this lllaelc Prince “Jived on 
a mountain and v\assurTtmndc<l by shcHlcvils.” I ashed If 
it were not true that women nttrihnted all (heir ailments 
to hirn.'and w.as promptly nnswcrcnl, “Yes." The early 
legend, which had died out of popilar tradition, was that 
this prince was once Wawtiful; n race of female warriors 
Wsieged his kingdom, but on Bccing him all fell in love 
with him. Each tried to appropriate liim, and among 
them ho wras tom to pieces. IIo then bccanio a demon, 
and lias since avenged himself on tlie whole female race. 
Tlic classic Am.azons have thus survived ns shc-slovils. I 
glanced around mo and thought 1 could see a slirinldng 
bach in the crowd when this Black Prince came dashing 
in. He flared largo torches with both hands, and two 
other torches were held in each comer of the mouth of his 
hideous mash. lie never rested an instant, but danced 
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and leaped furiously, going througli movements express- 
ing convulsions, gripings, delirium, epilepsy, often setting 
fire to Ills beard and clotbes in an alarming way. 

When tins fiery demon bad vanished the tom-toms 
became slower, tbe chant more solemn, and there marched 
in King Kala and his Queen Eamayanti. The king’s 
crown was a sort of iDyramid of small gods and goddesses, 
that of the queen a temple. The complexions of the two 
were fair, and their movements majestic. They were fol- 
lowed by a hideous snaky Naga, whom I took to be the 
serpent-king — said in Hindu legend to have bitten King 
Nala. This king gambled away his kingdom, and while 
wandering was transformed to a misshapen dwarf by the 
Naga’s bite. Kala recovered his wife (Pamayanti} and 
kingdom again, and forgave his brother, who by charmed 
dice had won his kingdom. All that we here saw of the 
great episode of the Mahabharata, which Dean Milman 
translated into English verse, was but the ideal king and . 
queen and the possible Naga. There was next a female 
Naga, said to personify some disease. A Sinhalese phy- 
sician presently told me that when a woman is ill of chorea 
or other nervous complaint, they place before her some 
such hideous image. Then the devil-dancers begin to 
dance in order to draw the “ possession ” from the patient 
to themselves, and presently the patient gets up and dances 
with them. Then they speak to the demon supposed to 
possess her, and say, “ When do you mean to leave this 
woman?” Generally there is no reply until after tliey 
have flogged the patient once or twice, when through her 
lips the demon says he will leave when a certain branch 
of a certain tree falls. She names with precision the tree 
and branch, and somebody always manages to have that 
branch faU soon. This physician said it was all mesmer- 
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ism ; but tliat tlio only ailments cured arc imaginarjs as 
is tlie metbod of cure. 

Next we had some Hindu demons— Rakshasas, for the 
Yakldjos, formidahlo in Ceylon, arc in India the gen- 
erally hamdess gohlins called Yakkhas, The grand king 
of the Rakshasas (Havana) made his ajipcarance, about 
which the most notable thing was his terrible teeth. This 
conejneror of nature, prince of this world, for whose de- 
struction Vishnu was incarnate as Raiuachandra, seems to 
have hocn, shorn of some of liU terrors in Ceylon, notably 
of the ten heads and twenty arms ascribed to him in the 
Kama 3 *ana. However, he was sufficiently uglj*, as imlcccl 
was Purnaka 3 *fl,tlie Sinhalc<o Devil. The latter was fol- 
lowed by “ Kotiya, ” the tigor-<lcmon (spotted and crouch- 
ing), and “ Mnkara Toranayc,” a fislMlcmon. Not so ugly, 
yet fierce, was KaHng.a, the lionunan, from wliom the 
VedJahs (prluiitivc inhabitants of Ceylon, of whom two 
thousand remain) are tra<!ition.ally descended. A fox- 
demon, a Iiouso-devil, p.nssed before U5 ; and tlion tlierowas 
an interval in which were represented oriental coslmnos and 
characters — a Pariah, a Dobi (washcrw'oman), Cliitty 
(tradesman), etc. Among these was a negro (the onlyono 
I s.aw in Ceylon) in military dress, his cap marked 
“ 1882.” One jicrforracr had the headdress of a JImlliar 
(personage of high rank), but otherwise wearing only the 
Tamil loin-cloth. This caused merriment. “ WIio are 
you?” asked our host. “ AAIudliar,” was replied from 
beneath the mask. “ Why have you not the Mutlliar’K 
dress and sword?” “I was too sleepy to put them on.” 
There was good cause for the poor fellow’’s sleepiness ; it 
was midnight. In the finale there moved before ns .an 
embodiment of m.alaria that recalled to mo Plakc’s pic- 
ture o! the same as a slimy green sower scattering seeds ; 
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then delirium appeared, and finally a fearful livid mask, 
with abysmal mouth, and teeth like a saw, — Death. This 
was the last. 

The chief Hindu deity, Indra, and Sakra, his personi- 
fied alias in Ceylon, came to bid us good-night and re- 
ceive compliments on the interesting demons provided in 
their universe. They were all demons, personifying the 
diseases and obstructions of the physical man ; there was 
not a devil among them, for devils do not repel but 
allure ; they are not ugly but fascinating. In the seventh 
century the Rakshasas of Ceylon were pictured as beauti- 
ful seductive women. 

At length the torches were extinguished, the dusk}’' 
crowd at the doors disappeared among the mangoes and 
palms. Our revels were ended; the demons had all 
changed into painted cardboard and spangles, borne in 
bundles on the shoulders of men and women, moving 
under the silent stars and past their silent temples. 

As I drove to my hotel beside the sea, after midnight, 
the houses of the Sinhalese city were dark, except for the 
English church, from whose windows brilliant lights 
streamed out over the lake and the Common. These 
Christians were keeping Watch-Night, and wrestling with 
the invisible principalities and powers of the universe. If 
these should be given visible forms and faces, how far 
would they resemble those of the demonology of Ceylon ? 
Among the so-called devils on the ancient church walls 
of Europe one rarely discovers the tempting Satan, but 
much such grotesque forms of pains, diseases, obstruc- 
tions, as those that played their phantasmagoria in a fair 
garden on that New Year’s eve, 1883. Mephistopbeles 
reminds Faust that the DeHl participates in modern cul- 
ture, but really it has evolved him out of existence. 
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In 1854, when tlio opera o£ “ Don Giovanni ” was per* 
formed in Boston, I remember nrcll n snarra of little red 
devils — girls and bojs in Bcarlct lights — coming out 
of a medieval “ month of hell ” and carrying the wicked 
Don into it. It did not awe the spectators but amused 
them, and I Ruggested to the poet Longfellow, in whose 
box I sat, that the devils had Iwltcr he omitted. “ It is 
Rome satisfaction to see some practical infliction of the 
condign,” ho said. It would not bo enough to trust, as 
ShaUo8i>carc usually did, to the scourge of a conscicnco 
no longer existing. I remembered those little red dc\iU 
while in Ccjlon, and wonderctl how such an innocent 
population could liavo Wen htuU up w ithout any punisher 
of moral oflcnccs. But Buddha declared virtue to bo as 
natural to tuan as grass to the fields. 

In an article on Demonology and Witchcraft in Cejlon 
(“Journal of the Cejlon Branch of tho Uoyal Asiatic 
Socict}*,” 1805-00), the scry learned Dundris Gooncratne 
hfodliar quotes literally formulas for exorcising demons 
from persons w hose ailments wero believed to bo “ posses* 
sions.” In some Hindu divinities, in others Christian 
names are invoked. When an exorcism begins tho “devil” 
demands through tlic lips of the possessed a “human 
sacrifice; "a cock is generally substituted. If the dc\il 
still troubles liis victim lie (tlio devil) is “bound and 
nailed to a tree.” A nail of consecrated kind is driven 
into a living tree, and a consecrated thread coiled around 
it, W’ith charms, and by this pantomime and sufficient faitli 
— tho patient in nincty-nino eases of a hundred is a 
woman — the afllicting demon is expelled. This combina- 
tion of notions foreign toanynativo religion in Ceylon, — 
human sacrifice, vicarioussubstitntion, nailing to a tree, — 
impresses mo as something mado up from tho early Portu* 
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guese instructions by the native medicine-men. There is, 
or was, in each remote neighbourhood a native Catholic 
official called the Annery, in the potency of whose exor- 
cisms the natives have a good deal of faith. He shows 
the demon in the patient a cross and images of saints, and 
asks if she knows what they are. At this some tremble and 
try to avoid looking at them. The Lord’s Prayer and a 
prayer to the Virgin are read over to her seven times ; 
after it a written native charm (Rattu mandiram) is 
folded in paper, sprinkled with holy water, and hung at 
her neck. The Annery then says : “ Leave this woman 
and go thy way ! I charge thee, demon, in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost — name of the Virgin 
Mary and all the saints — leave her this instant, or thou 
shalt be punished severely.” If the demon says through 
the woman’s lips, “ I won’t,” she is struck on the back 
with the tail of a skate-fish over which a charm (kattu) 
has been said. After seven or eight blows the demon is 
overpowered ; the woman usually recovers her senses. 

There is no twilight in Ceylon. When the sun sets dark- 
ness falls suddenly uj)on the earth, and the stars shine out 
as if some hand had turned on the starlight. And it is 
thick darkness too ; so thick that an anthropological spec- 
ulation is born in ^my mind, that the dark complexions 
are due to a primitive survival of the night-like. A dark 
Sinhalese or Tamil is invisible against the night, aud 
the tread of his bare feet is inaudible. The lighter, more 
visible varieties of their race would have been killed 
off by invaders and wild beasts, and the dark would be 
passed by. In addition to this the predatory class would 
be successful in the proi^ortion that, as is said in the 
Book of Job, they w'ere marked- by the night. The Co- 
lombo coachman wdll not drive a stej) after six o’clock 
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unless his lamps arc lit, lest lie fllionlil run over a sleep 
ing natnc 

This darkness lends a sj>eci*il bcantj to llio Iningalows 
of tlio ncli, nlncli appear illuminated, tlio ra^s from tlieir 
lamps sliming through the foliago in a mystical nay, 
espcciall} if thej ho cocoanut-oil lamps, nhich gi\o a soft 
spiritual light 

The most palatial hungalon I saw in Colombo was that 
of Mntu Knmara Svram}, trhoso hospitality and that of 
his brothers was extended to me in consideration for my 
friendship for their deceased uncle, Sir Jvumara Snamy 
Sir Knmara while studying m London had gi\c« a course 
of lectures in my chapel, on tho TaTious Indian philoso- 
phies, he had attended our receptions and at one of them 
met a beautiful young English lady wliom lie married 

As I droio np through tlio large parlc of palms radiant 
With fireflies, the bungalow looked hi c — but 1 am sadly 
in need of new similitudes I haao used up Faiiyland, 
and am trying to wnto without referring to the ** Arabian 
Nights," but it 13 not easy when I recall tho ^c^alula'^, por 
ticocs, rooms of Mutu Kuman Swamy s mansion, and tho 
entertainment ho ga\c we The tropical heat was made 
pleasant by tho gentle wmd blowing from the neighbour 
ing sea through the open doors It was difiicult, as ouo 
passed amid the flowering trees and floral festoons, to say 
just where the garden ended and tho aeranda began, or 
e\cn tho drawingroom, which had flower laden trees m 
each comer — flowers and wreaths ocry where In front 
of tho chair of honour to which I was conducted, stood a 
high table, and thereon a silver salver covered with stem 
less flowers carefully arranged From tho centre of tho 
salver, nearly a yanl long, rose slowly burning stems, 
whose incense filled tho air with sweet and subtle per 
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fume. The odours, mingled with the soft light o? the 
cocoa lamps, shed their influence upon seers and scene 
with a strange effect. When our beautiful hostess entered, 
with her rich oriental robe, and the turbaned Tamil took 
his place behind her with a large peacock fan, I said, 
“No doubt that is Maya, goddess of Illusion, who has 
waved her wand and begun her air-woven masque.” But 
when presently a blonde young English lady entered, in 
unmistakable evening dress, realism came with her hu- 
morous clear eyes. 

It was pretty Mrs. Thwaites, who had given me a din- 
ner company on their coffee plantation, and who wickedly 
laughed when I coughed, and my host had to remove the 
stems of incense. There were two or three other English 
ladies present, and we had an opportunity of satisfying 
our curiosity in several things — for instance, chewing a 
little betel and making our teeth red with it. 

On the walls were sacred pictures, one of the infant 
Krishna and his mother, the new-born babe’s head ha- 
loed with light. One side of the drawing-room was partly 
open, and from the room beyond we presently heard a 
slight jingling of silver ornaments, next caught flashes 
from jewelled hair, and the dark eyes glancing into the 
room. Five Nautch girls entered with five male singers 
and musicians. The girls sat in a row on the floor facing 
us, and the men behind them — the plain white dress of 
the latter making a background for the rich costumes of 
the dancers. These Kautch costumes, though glowing witli 
colour and laden with jewels, were not gaudy nor even 
gorgeous ; they were somewhat barbaric, but had an an- 
tiquarian character very pleasing. In old conventional 
pictures of sacred women — Draupadi, Damyanti, Sita — 
one sees similar dresses, with the exception of the silken 
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trousers. These are probably tbe addition of a prudish 
age. The Sinhalese Nautch girls are dressed with deco- 
rum. They are small of stature, several of them pretty, 
and the pearls and gold they wear — always excepting 
the nose-gems — and the silver anklets above their bare 
feet well become their complexion. Soon after they had 
seated themselves on the floor, all — men and women — 
began to sing. It sounded as a chant with grace-notes at 
the end of each bar, and my host, who sat beside me, told 
me it was a hymn to Siva. I did not like it much : it im- 
pressed my ear as nasal, not to say whining, and monoto- 
nous. Then followed a love-song, and for a few moments 
it sounded like the same tune over again ; but as I lis- 
tened more closely, and tried to detach the accompani- 
ment of tom-tom, pipe, and viol, I perceived that there 
was more variety and more science in this music than my 
ear could easily take in. For the first time it occurred to 
me that part of the fault I found in oriental music might 
lie in my ear not being sufiGcieutly cosmopolitan. But at 
the same time I felt sure that this music was not a pro- 
duct of art in the European sense of art ; it was not a 
thing that aimed at beauty ; it had ulterior purposes : to 
move the compassion of a god or lover — a cry vnrung out 
of struggle. It is a remarkable fact that all the ancient 
love-songs of India are uttered by women to men. My 
host, whose studies of such subjects have been extensive, 
told me that, judging by tlie ancient songs, the love-mak- 
ing used to be entirely on the part of women. 

These Nautch girls belong to the Hindu temple, and 
they sing and dance only these very ancient themes, 
transmitting them to their children with extreme literal- 
ness, precisely as they received them. The great piece 
of the evening was a long dramatic love-song of great 
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antiquity, sung by all the performers, male and female, 
accompanied by full instrumentation, and danced by the 
leading Nautch girl, who alone did not sing. Her ges- 
tures were very expressive, and I was at times reminded 
of the French saying, “ What can’t be said can be sung, 
and what can’t be sung can be danced.” The feet had 
little more to do with the dance than to bear forward and 
backward the swaying or undulating form, — not at all 
the danse du ventre^ — while the arms were ever on the 
move and the fingers twisted themselves into many varia- 
tions. None of these hand-movements were the same, and 
each meant something. The opening scene pantomimed 
was the first glimpse of the beloved, told in embarrass- 
ment, meditation, and then the flinging up of the arms in 
appeal to the god of Love. Then followed the first coquet- 
tish attempt to fascinate him — now by coyness, next by 
a display of charms. Then follows dismay — the beloved 
makes no sign of requital. The maiden becomes melan- 
choly, weeps ; then she becomes passionate and confesses 
to him her love. He is still cold and she is jealous. Find- 
ing he loves no other, she asks if he is a man who is thus 
unmoved by woman’s love. He then ]Droposes illicit love ; 
this she refuses with an indignation that turns to sorrow. 
Then she becomes angry, and when her anger melts, the 
heart of her beloved also melts. Then her finale of joy 
is danced. Much in this dance was touching, much was 
exciting, and it was all of absorbing interest ; when the 
girl sat down breathless, it for the first time occurred to 
me that she had been dancing fifteen minutes without an 
instant’s pause. 

I might have enjo3’^ed this dance a little more had I 
not had to act passively the part of the beloved object. 
The girl approached me, clasped her hands passionately 
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under my olKlumto eyes, kncclc<l to mo I iHrcd not 
gHneo ftt Uio English Hdies, wlio I Icnew wore smiling 
holuml their fins, nnd forc*iw the nirnti\c ^itt} Mrs 
lliniitcs ^^on](I send to our miituil friends in London 
In an interval for ices and slicrticts the Xintches came 
up in a iKirfunclorj wij to hive their mjsticil onninenls 
lool cd at, — irinlcts, hnceleti, etc, — silent, iinpissivc, 
and automitic during the process 

There vicro other diuccs,onc of the most stnl mg being 
a iHnco to the wonls, ^folhcr, a ^orinon Ins stung mo 
Thc^ words are endlessly repeated in the chant, though 
in tirjtng tones, nhilc the dincer goes through all the 
dratni of piin, illness, parting, faintness, death This 
was skilful, and so were all the dances Tiioso in nliicli 
nil the Xantch girls danced — •cspcciall} one m winch thoj 
fcnccil with each other— were mon; heautiful, Imt the 
>ery ancient dances, representing lose and death, were the 
most mtcrcstuig 

After the dances were otcr I had an uncxjwtcd dc 
light m hearing the Hinging of the closing nets of the 
great Tamil drama of ‘‘Ilanschandra ” I first made tho 
acquaintance of this wonderful Tassion Tla} through a 
translation by SirlCuman Swam} llanschandra is*‘tho 
Mart)r of Truth” Tho prologue is in the court of tho 
supremo dcit^, Indra, where the tnitlifulncss of tho 1 ing 
15 by one declared inflexible, this being denied bj another 
Tho result is a wager Harischandra is subjected to tlio 
most tcmblo ordeals in order to induce him to tell a lie 
He stands bj his word at cost of his kingdom, his w ifc, his 
child, — these and himself becoming slaaes In tho end 
all tbcir persecutors throw off disguise and ate show n to 
he gods, and e\crj thing is mtoted Tho story is much 
like that of Job in the Furanic acrsion, where tho test is 
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not of Hariscliandra’s veracity, but of bis fidelity to bis 
promise of gold for a sacrifice to tbe gods vben be no 
longer bas tbe gold, — bis property being destroyed, as 
in tbe case of Job. This gold be obtains by selling him- 
self and family into slavery. Tbe popular and dramatic 
form bas humanized tbe earlier and religious motive from 
which J ob was probably derived. My friend who sat by 
me translated in a low voice every thought as it v^as 
sung, and then I began to appreciate something of tbe 
meaning of Hindu music. Tbe singer was a man over 
thirty, with a fine voice, very flexible ; and though a 
slight occasional inclination of tbe bead was bis only ges- 
ture, tbe persons of tbe drama seemed to live in bis tones. 
There is one part of tbe drama where tbe wife of Haris- 
cbandra, Sandramati, finds her only son dead, bitten by 
a serpent. She says to him, “ Why do you not speak to 
me ? What have I done that you do not reply or look at 
me ? ” One could hardly refrain from tears when the 
man sang these words. And again when Hariscbandra, 
ordered to be tbe executioner of bis wife (charged with 
child-murder), says, “ Sandramati, my wife, lay thy bead 
on tbe block, thy sweet face turned to tbe east ! ” The 
voice was here most plaintive, and suddenly rang out tri- 
umphantly when tbe sword of execution becomes a neck- 
lace of pearls on her neck, and tbe gods pay liomage to 
tbe inflexible “ Martyr of Tnitb.” 

There is a favourite pojiular picture in India of San- 
dramati bringing to her husband in tbe cemetery their 
dead son. 

During this last dramatic cantata I felt the sounds 
wea\4ng a speU around me such as I liad a vague remem- 
brance of having once before felt. On my w.ay liomc it 
came to me : the secret of "Wagner lay in this Ilindu-Sin- 
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lialesc music. IIo had fitted to every emotion its sound, 
its moan, its cry, its fear or joy. TJiis Sinlialcso “ music ” 
(hardly the name for it) was not meant to please the car 
or gratify the taste, Imt to move the gods. That is why 
it had gh-eu me, like 'Wagner’s “ Lohengrin,” a sort of 
liyperaestlicUc tUrilU I never hc,ird of Wngner’a visiting 
any oriental countries, hut I learned after his death, 
which oecurred shortly hefore I left London, that he had 
planned an opera about Buddha. 

The Hon. P, Bamanothan, to whom I was so much 
indebted at Colombo, has since (190G) become a notable 
figure in the religious developments of tho East. While 
engaged in his duties ns solicitor-general he was visited 
by a New York gentleman of his own profession, Mr. 
Myron H. Phelps, who seems to h.avo been one of tho 
western pilgrims scclcing more light in the East. I have 
just had an intorrlcw with this gcntlcm.an, who resided 
for a year with Ilam.inathan and Ic.imcd from him, not 
only a new oriental religion, but a new Christianity. Ho 
loaned me two substantial volumes — one on tho first 
gospel, the other on the fourth — written down by Miss 
R. L. Harrison from the lips of her “ teacher,” whoso 
name is given as ** Sci Parananda.” As Buddha’s kins- 
man and first apostle was “Ananda,” tlio selection of 
Parananda as a pseudonym seems to be suggestivo of the 
composito root out of whioh RamanatUan has developed 
his religion. The Indian teacher reconciles Brahmanism, 
Buddhism, and Christianity by giving them all a new 
birth, but the reconciliation is not for tho sake of any 
racial benefit or for progress ; it is merely incidental to 
tho great end, — individu.vl self-renunciation, atrophy of 
the senses to enlarge tho soul, and absorption of the soul 
in deity. The old religions are not entirely lost, but 
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folded away as a sheath under a glowing spiritual flower 
in which their essence is expressed. 

On the representations of Mr. Phelps his Indian 
teacher was invited to visit Harvard University ; and an 
address given there by Ramanathan, in November, 1905, 
in his admirable English, may fairly be regarded as a 
landmark in the history of the famous college founded 
by Puritanism. He vigorously assailed the notion that 
developments of invention and machinery imply either 
progress or civilization. The only “ progress ” is that of 
individual soul into harmony with “ God.” (But ^Yhich 
God, 0 friend 1) 

Judge Arunachalam is also a fine writer, and has sent 
me an essay printed in Colombo on “Luminous Sleep.” 
It is an extremely interesting comparison of the mysti- 
cal statements in Plato concerning the power of “pure 
abstraction,” “absolute knowledge,” obtained through 
sleep of the senses, beyond dreams, with the like doc- 
trines in India. “To the wise men of the East these 
are matters quite as amenable to the test of experience 
and verifiable by it as the facts of physical science. Ac- 
cordingly in India systematic study has been made and 
sedulously pursued for centuries, and the methods of at- 
tainment, involving physical, intellectual, and moral 
discipline, have been reduced to something like a science, 
which teachers, carrying on the ancient traditions, still 
teach, not for gain or show, but from pure love, to j)uj)ils 
found worthy of instruction.” The judge does not hint 
that he has himself ever had any inner experiences of 
this kind. Such visions are not “ verifiable,” because soul- 
senses cannot be trusted like bodily senses, and cannot 
like these bo checked by scientific apparatus. In any 
insane asylum we may find persons whose minds arc filled 
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Vl’ith delusions \?liilo in tlicir bodies every nerve is fulfil- 
ling its function, a thousand valves opening and closing 
vrith precision. 

And then ewi honol Why sbonld any one desire to 
bavo bis personality swallowed up by any deity? Wbat 
happiness is in these abstractions and visions ? One 
lovely Lady Arunacbalam or Lady Ramanathan moving 
about her garden and household is surely worth more 
than all the fair phantoms of wisdom and the translunary 
beauties without blood or passion. 
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Arabi in exile — Relations betvreen Egyptians and TCn g T j sb in 
— Arabi’s Mohammedan Christianity — Adam’s Peak and 
How Arabi’s life was saved — The English defenders of Arabi ■ 
situation at seventy — Conjurers — The giant turtle of Colom 
heart and life of Buddhism in Ceylon. 

A MILE along tlie seashore, behind a red-ti 
Tamil and a Persian pony, then two miles t 
slumbrous villages and leafy lanes, brought me to a ^ 
marked “ Bonair,” the villa of exiled Arabi. T1 
wound through some two acres of thick palms to tht 
bungalow. On the veranda sat four or five gentle 
the Egyptian type, and I knew that the large fine-l 
man who arose to receive me was Arabi, though 
never seen his portrait. A friend had prearrang^ 
meeting, which I desired mainly because he was tl 
learned representative of Islam in Egypt. He h 
hand for a moment, and his eye seemed to ask, “ 
or foe ? ” He then turned to a young man, who 
English and introduced us. 

Arabi was a more striking figure than I had ex 
The only immediate sign of his nationality was h 
otherwise he was dressed in pure white garme 
Erench fashion, everything about him being scrupi 
neat. He was under fifty, full six feet tall, and 
mirable proportions, with the lightest of easterj 
plexions, a large soft eye, clear-cut features, and 
so smooth, a brow so furrowless, that one could ! 
associate him with any great struggle or traged; 
offered me cigarettes, lit one himself, and throng 
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interpreter l>cgnn conversation l>^* soyin^; (lint Iio Imd 
received many friendly expreisions from England, winch 
Buqwi'^ed him. I told him I had rcj>catedly hcat\l in- 
fluential Englishmen express friendly feelings lo^Yard3 
liitn. What is tho C. 1 US 0 ?*' **Ilt*canso the English love 
freedom, nnd munhers bollevo that tlio Kgj'plians yon 
led were tinder oppression.” He was silent n moment, 
then said, “There are mtUiotis IfOiind under one.” In 
further conversation he said, **Xo, I do not fee! so much 
mental tronlde now. I l>ave not been nway from Co- 
lombo, though 1 may move hereafter. I have sat in 
this veranda every d.sy. The house is pleasant; I nm 
kindly treated by the English ; in mind I .am not troubled, 
because 1 have jverfeet faith tliat Egypt will bo free. 
The world will find it nccessars*. I look on with deep 
feeling, but with no fc.sr as to the final result.” In 
another connection he said, “Well, yes; the idc.a has 
sometimes entcro<l rny mind of a vjjil to England; but 
that rests svith another will than mine.” He several 
times nlludevl to the kindness of the English in Co- 
lomlK), Xo unpleasant itirident of his residence there 
W.TS known to him, hut an English lady told mo that at 
a hall to srhich Arahi and his companions were invited 
some ladies were annoycil, supposing they were langhesl 
at while dancing. The custom of dancing is one to which 
the rigid Moslem mind cannot adapt itself ; nnd while 
the English arc sometimes shocked hy eastern nudity, 
Orientals arc equally shocked by the deliberately 
dress. 

I did not know then that the life of Arahi had hcon 
privately pleaded for by John Bright, but found much 
Balisfaction in reminding him that the great Commoner 
had withdrawn from the Gladstone Cabinet because of the 
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bombardment of Alexandria. The grand old Quaker was 
told by Gladstone that Arabi was a bad man and deserved 
the fate to which he had led so many, but the hope of get- 
ting the great popular leader back into his Cabinet was 
probably a potent reinforcement of the gallant English 
band that induced the premier to commute the Egyp- 
tian’s sentence to exile.^ 

In common with other friends of Professor Edward 

^ Jolin Macdonald, then representative of the London Daily News in 
Cairo, ■wrote the letters that brought the English conscience and sentiment 
to shield Arahi from fury in Cairo, -where proud Cherif Pasha -^vas threat- 
ening that if Arahi was not executed he (Cherif) would leave Egypt. 
Macdonald’s letters brought ■vividly before us the honest and heroic, albeit 
fanatical, prisoner, whom he constantly visited. With Macdonald and 
his -wife (biographer of Rousseau) I have recently (1906) talked over the 
case of Arahi. A photograph of Arahi in prison — somewhat dim — was 
given by him to Macdonald, with an inscription in Arabic whicli may be 
thus translated ; “ From my prison in Cairo in the day of my trouble to 
John Macdonald, the friend of the oppressed, correspondent of the Daily 
News. — Achmet Arahi tlie Egpytian.” 

Arahi always added “ the Egyptian ” to his signature. 

Wilfred Blunt spent about £5000 to save the life of Arabi, and valuable 
aid in London was given by Henry Labouchere, M. P., and Jesse Ceilings, 
M. P. ilr. A. W. Broadley was very active in the whole affair, and his 
book. How we defended Arabi, tells the true story. ■ 

Arabi’s exile in Ceylon ended about seven years after my ■risit, but it 
appears that his enemies have contrived to give him a worao exile in 
Cairo. In a note of June 29, 1906, Mr. Broadley writes me : “ I formed 
a very high opinion of Arabi’s patriotic conduct and absolute disinterest- 
edness. We have corresponded ever since. I heard from liim only a few 
days ago. He is now about seventy years old — a great ago for an Egyp- 
tian — and is very miserable. He gets £650 a year, and that atim is not 
sufficient for the wants of his abnormally Itirge family, — for Arabi is 
married and has seventeen or eighteen children. Ho is boycotted by all 
the official set in Cairo and is still deprived of all civil rights. Ho was 
much happier in Ceylon.” 

Brentano’s house in Cairo sought in v.nin to find for mo a portrait of 
Arabi ! In the oubliette of this brave man it maj* be hoped will bo buried 
the delusion tliat a people c.an successfully 6ght any devil witli fire — his 
own element. 
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Palmer, I Iiad tloplored the tloalh in that Eg>-pt\an stnig- 
glo of tlio finest linguist m ICiiglaml. But ninul our grief 
in London I Ind (tainted out in a public discourse that 
his execution by tho Bedouins as a legilimato net of war ; 
and had *iolcninly arraigned the English government for 
utilizing tJie hnowlctlgo of eastern languages in svhich 
young Palmer excelled to turn him into a spy and send 
him off wth money to Imlto the soldiers of Arab! and 
iiialco them traitors to their cati'o. Alas, that n hrih 
liant scholar shonld hare alloned any government to tear 
him from his university for an inglorious mission. But 
sn do governments cast their children to the wolves for 
the sake of rieforj’. 

I was (old that some had hcanl sobs issuing from Ara- 
hi’s chamber at inldniglit. Kor did I feel sure tbo story 
sras mere gosstj). Proud and strong in faith as that big 
Egyptian felt lilmsclf, he rarely smiled, and there w.^s 
something pathetic in his remark, ** I wait to sec what 
England will do,” 

A scrv.ant entered with coffee, nnd I was glad that tho 
trials of exile did not include the necessity of drinking 
the stuff called coffee in Ceylon. The coffco was Eg>*p- 
tian, nnd w.ib served in tiny cups holding each about too 
tbimblcfula. On ono cup was inscribed, in English, 
“Think of me,” and on another, “From n Friend.” Anx- 
ious to avoid politics, I alluded to tho Moslem tradition 
that Ceylon was selected as the place of Adam’s exile, 
its beauty being some compensation for tho loss of Para- 
dise, and expressed tho hope that he, Arabi, also found 
in its charms some mitigation of exile. I 8a^Y his face 
brighten ; tho AVahabi — the enthusiast of Cairo Uni- 
versity — uas revealed. Ho went on with rapidity to do- 
Bcribo how, divorced from his wife, Adam had come to 
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Ceylon (the isthmus is still called Adam’s Bridge), and 
hovT at length he travelled away, finding the charms of 
Ceylon nothing compared with those of Eve. Her he 
found at Ararat, — which signifies “ great woman.” She 
had become a giant huntress, and Adam had to woo her 
again before she would give up her freedom.^ I could not 
gather clearly whether he shared the notion that the huge 
oblong mark on Adam’s Peak is Adam’s footprint. He 
was willing, I think, to surrender that footprint to Buddha. 
Knowing that Arabi was a scholar, I had hoped that ho 
might be interested in the Persian poets, — Firdusi, Hafiz, 
perhaps even Omar Khay^aim. I found, however, that ho 
knew only that they were unorthodox. He was a '\\’’ahabi, 
a jMoslem Puritan, and all the poetry in the world was 
worthless beside a line of the Koran. “There is one 
God,” he said, “ the creator of all things, — of moun- 
tains, sea, earth, slc}*! Do you not believe in a God?” 
In Arabi’s Wahabi deity I did not believe, the Koranic 
Allah being to my mind one of the least lovable or be- 
lievable images in the pantheon of invisible idols. Wliilo 
our interpreter was conveying his question I framed some 
vague statement from my point of view, which I fear 
mystified him, and hastened to change the subject. 

The most curious and obstinate error in Christendom 
is the notion that the IMosloms arc not Christians, and 
that Mohammed occupies the place of Christ. They are 
not only Christians, but the only ones in tlio East who 
maintain litcrall}* all of the miracles ascribed to Christ itn 
the gospels, or relating to his birth. It is very rare to 
find among them a sec}>tic. 

^ TliH If'p'tKl tlint A'lnrii nzi<I Evo i'-ii!'’ 

of {(’•mtiiin*' '■ loolzsii'Z jf in mimf' tlifr** Iru! lilriitli*;! 

it thf* Iffrf-nfJ of I.ilitJi, Ad.'zriri flnt tvifo, wlio Jf-ft })ini It" 

liiiawlf lu^r divinely ntUliorired m.'t’iter. 
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In my talk with Arab? wc spoke of tho Malidi (IVIo- 
hammed Ahmed) in tho Soudan. Tho soldiers of Arabi 
bad been dragged to fight against the Mabdi, but Gordon 
had not yet been sent to bring back those “ garrisons.” 
Arabi said to mo: ‘‘There is an expectation generally 
prevailing in the Moslem world that the Mabdi is to 
appear about this time and lead in the transformation 
of the world. Ho will overthrow tlie powers of wrong and 
all idolatry; and with him will presently appear Jesus 
Christ, who will rebuke the errors of those who claim to 
bo the only Christians, and will unite nil in the worship 
of one God. Tlie religion so formed will thenceforth be 
that of tho whole world.” I asked why it should not bo 
Mohammed hiraseli instead of Christ who would appear 
with the Mahdi and unite his followers with those of 
Christ. Ho said: “Mohammed cannot appear again on 
earth ; he is dead.” “ But is not Christ similarly dead?” 
“No, Christ never died. Thcro are two men who never 
died, — Blias and Jesus. He who hung upon tho cross 
was a mere ciBgy of Jesus. Thocrucifiers were deceived. 
Jesus still lives, and at the right hour will appear. Elias 
found tho water of immortality in a cave and drank of 
it: he cannot die. But Mohammed is a dead man — he 
is in Paradise.” 

Arabi’s voice became fervid as he said this, and his eye 
expanded, as if holding the vision of inn^lmlerahle millions 
turning from adoration of a crucified effigy to worship of 
Allah. 

Arabi expressed a lively interest in America. He con- 
sidered the late civil war, “ which ended with the liber- 
ation of four million slaves,” the ideal event of the century, 
and added : “ Alas, there are still so many slaves 1 There 
are, as I said, twelve millions bound to the will of on© 



168 


MY PILGRBIAGE 

man. But it cannot remain so. I sit here on this ve- 
randa from week to week and study English every day. 
That is my main occupation. What will the English do 
in Egypt ? ” This last question was not uttered exactly to 
me ; it was a problem slowly put to the horizon toward 
which his eyes were directed. I then arose to go. Again 
his form towered before me with its grand proportions. 
There was the utmost polish and gracefulness in the way 
in which he parted from me. He invited me to call again, 
but I could not do so. There was a good deal of fascina- 
tion about the man, and I did not wonder at his influence 
over his countrymen. I left him with the conviction that 
he was a very able man indeed — a genuine patriot — the 
true representative of a people, but also with a dawning 
suspicion that religious enthusiasm, not to say fanaticism, 
had more to do with his agitation in Egypt than most of 
his English sympathizers supposed. 

Just as I was bidding farewell to Ar.abi and his com- 
rades a man and boy emerged from the woods, — for there 
was no habitation near Bonair, — the man bearing a 
sort of rattle with which he accompanied his song, the 
boy a bowl. None of us present understood the song, but 
the theme was sweet. They were well dressed, and the 
boy, a yellow-tinted Eros, did not extend his bowl for 
money. They made obeisance and passed on. Arabi re- 
garded the visit as one of respect and sympathy, and was 
cvidentlj' moved. His face flushed with sonsihiIit_v, and 
lie touched the beautiful long hair of the boy with a little 
caress. 

I do not believe that any one of the English rulers in 
Egypt, or of the English generals there, was a grander 
man than Ar.abi. 

"Wliat most impressed me about Arabi w.as, I think, lu‘i 



CONMUttKUS 


ICO 


rcrncjtr. It wni inconrcivaWe llmt tlil^ tn»n^|nircnt 
tntvn wa< cnottjjU to Ik? tv »«e<?cn^fiil nvtnUtcr of 

ivnr. Iin1t-cil Mjuloor nppcaml lo ujc clnmclfri»ltc of nil 
tlso Moluimvuodao*! I wet on my ImvcU. A Clirt'ltan 
African envoy frtim l^lWrin to n l*tirojw*nn court told mo 
of a jKwr n»*po who wat pur^Ictl at In tlic rlpht religion, 
and an KngHOj a;^nt wid to Idm, *‘3f )oci want to bo 
a gO'>il man you had hotter !»o in lln-i indgldKinrliood n 
MoliaiinnMan ; if yon want tn male money, l>c n Clirit- 
lian.” 

While Yrandcring al^nt the ttrrct« in Co!oml )0 I rn- 
countert^l a .‘'Inhalme Iwiy of n1>oiit titlccn team who 
cntTcatdl me to wltnc** hit conjuring tricl.t, lie cheatctl 
my *en*et cleverly, bnt inlcrtii!e<l me mo^l with lat cohra, 
I!e tool: from a ba»Vct the large htxMleil rrytilc which 
rrarcnl half lU body from Ihcf^nnind and wljcn he piiK?<1 
lo it *wayc<! In good time from tide to tide. He prt»«tal 
the ni|»ee I loanetl Into the cobra** month rcvcral lirnet, 
each lime cxrlaimlng “rovton!** then ofjrrcd it bade to 
me and wai taddene*! by my accepting it. However, 1 
rctunv^d it. 1 came to Onion cxjsecling to Iks waylaid 
by cobra*, bnt at length wat willing to pay an extra nii>eo 
to fee oren a performing one. 

I/itcr I »aw another conjurer j>crfonning lljf* rcnowne^l 
trie): of malting a mango grow from the grouml. It did 
not imp‘rc*s mo rnneh; but *hnply \)ccau»Q of the Morie* 
told n1)Out it by traveller*, I Ijcehoncd Ihi* conjurer 
into a lonely place and ofrcre<l him five r«j>ce» to tell me 
hi* secret. IIo then ojKinod his property-bag and showc<l 
mo tlvrco slip* of the mango plant, the largest having 
ono little mango on It. The smallest is put into a mus- 
sel shell ; hut the stem, bent under compression, will, 
when the lid is removed, stand crccU In lOnnling succcs- 
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sively the other and larger two, the dexterity required 
is assisted by the “priest,” a confederate, also by the 
frequent lifting of the horse blanket for the performers 
before the public is allowed to see the growth. The 
trick is rendered easy by the length of time required, 
during which the spectators are apt to move about and 
look at other curious things, returning only when the 
final miracle is announced. It is not the mango that is 
so wonderful, but the growth of the narrative about it 
between Bombay and London. 

There was, however, no deception about the great Ceylon 
turtle. It is about six feet long by four or five wide. It is 
quite blind, never drawing in its head at the approach of a 
stick. When thirsty it bellows like a bull. In the back of 
the thick shell a hole of three inches diameter has been 
bored so that the turtle may be spurred with a stick into 
motion. According to the tradition it was over a hundred 
years old, but that is a moderate estimate. I visited an 
old man of ninety who told me that the turtle was 
nearly of the same size in his boyhood. It occupies a field 
of several acres alone, and nothing is charged for see- 
ing it ; but a keeper goes over to carry it water when it 
roars. 

I shall always think of Ceylon as an Eden, and of the 
Sinhalese as happy children who have not yet eaten of 
that tree which Pessimism calls Consciousness. In the 
Padma Purana beautiful Parvati asks the god Siva to 
show her the finest garden in the earth ; he conveys her 
to Naudana. In the garden’s centre there is a wondrous 
tree, the Kalpa-tree, which “ bestows all that gods de- 
sire.” Its seeds are gems. Parvati longs for the “ beauti- 
ful gem of a maiden,” so Asokasundari was bom. But 
this tree ? Kalpa means Time, or an immeasurable era : 
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cloc3 the Puranic fablo mean that Time brings about all 
that the g<Kl5 tlesiro ? It does not always bring about what 
man desires, and I do not suppose the famous founders 
and priesthoods of any temples would l )0 satisfied with tho 
shape Time has given their gods in Ceylon, which re- 
ceived them all with the largo tolerance with which Roger 
IVilliams welcomed in ItliO<Ic Island tlio heretics exiled 
from other regions, ^fodliar quotes a Sinlialcso as saying 
to a European sceptic : “ I don’t know wlicthcr theso 
things be true or false. When uo fall sick wo trj' every 
means within our reach of getting l»cttcr. Wo worship 
Buddha, the goils, and the demons, all at once, to take our 
chance of recovering from tho sickness through tho liclp 
of some of them. All my countrymen do so, and I am only 
doing like them.” It docs not seem to have occurred to 
the lowly man that any one of these potent beings might 
bo a “jealous god ’’and object to being mixed up with 
other deities. Tlic pliilosophy derived from Bmhlha is 
pure pessimism, and Ceylon is its academic centre i hut 
tho ICalpa-trcc, Time, in that garden has produced a 
people practically optimist, Tlio sccils of that tree are 
gems, and each has tho priceless gem contentment — 
which keeps tho licark young to its last beat. 

TlJoKalpa-treein oriental folk-loro probably originated 
“Xra Pcau de Chagrin.” Balzac’s centenarian says, “Tho 
Brahin.an to wliom I owo this talisman explained that 
it would effect a mysterious accord between tbo desires 
and tho destinies of its possessor.” But it required Euro- 
pean sophistication to connect with the Wish-talisman 
tho moral that every fulfilled desire is another step in sui- 
cide. Whatever may bo tho natural penalties of riolont 
western passions, there ate none for tho simple affections 
of these Sinhalese vegetarians, with their chqste nudity, 
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tlie womanliness even of tlie men, wliose long hair is coiled 
with combs. I counted twenty-nine various vegetables in 
one market-stall, and wondered whether these various 
contributions of Armaiti, genius of the Earth, had any 
connection with the varieties of expression, voice, fancies 
of the Sinhalese, and their freedom from friction. They 
spoke and moved — women, children, men — sponta- 
neously, as if never used to being sat upon. 

Buddha said of Truth that it was as the rain which each 
plant, flower, grass-blade sucked up in accordance with its 
nature and its need. What matters any dogma, theology, 
philosophy, uttered thousands of years ago, compared 
with the life that is quickening hearts to-day? Each 
great Bo-tree (^Ficus religiosa) beside its temple is a 
Kalpa, giving each several heart its sustenance ; and I 
am leaving Ceylon with a serene confidence that if Allah 
or Jesus are ever welcomed there it will be because they 
will be seen sitting beside Buddha under his fig-tree, as 
Vishnu and Agni have long been sitting, and like these 
conveying to native hearts sweet secrets of private inter- 
pretation. The Buddhist Kalpa will, I believe, continue 
its gifts after the Trees rooted in deities and dogmas have 
withered. For in the course of ages the accumulated sen- 
timents projected into and nursed by every religion bring 
human hearts in fatal conflict with any falsities in their 
foundation. George Sand, in her “ Pauline,” says : — 

She [Pauline] was not really pious. . . . She found 
in Catholicism the nuance, adapted to her character, for 
all the shades (rntances') possible are found in the old 
religions; so many centuries have modified them, so 
man}’’ men have had a hand in the building, so mimy 
intelligences, passions, and virtues have home to it their 
treasures, their errors, or their lights, that a thousand 
doctrines are ultimately stored in one, and a thousand 
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tllffcrcnt natures nro able to draw tliciico tbo palliation 
or tlio stimulant suitcil to them. It is by that theso 
rclig;ions arc built uj), and also by that they crumble. 

(George Sand uToto theso wonls in 1840, and while I 
quote them (190G) the world is witnessing the fulfilment 
in Franco of her last clause — “c^cst nussi par la qu’cllcs 
s'ccroulcnt.”) 



CHAPTER IX 


Madras — Temple dancers — Talk with students — Jug-genauth — St. 
Thorn^ — A Portuguese Tliomas — Legend o£ Savatri — New dis- 
coveries concerning Thomas — Pain and piety — A Jain parable — 
Good will to man — A Buddhist carpi. 

I T is the custom on P. and O. boats for the steward to 
awaken one at dawn with an offer of coffee. I began 
by storming against this dream-murder, and ended with 
ordering my coffee still earlier. Every oriental dawn is a 
pictorial rapture out of the Vedas. Especially resplendent 
was the sunrise under which we approached India. A 
great sun arose out of the sea, stretched himself, then 
sprang aloft and buried darts on Ahi, serpent of darkness, 
revealing Madras in the distance. The colours of dawn 
descend to earth, breaking over an ocean that knows no 
twilight, transmuting every wave to opal, tinting each 
towering temple. 

Carried ashore in a boat of bamboo tied with strings 
of palm bark, no nail in it, I entered on the grand estate 
of two days in Madras. Not a wavelet of daylight or 
moonshine to be lost ! Straight I went rambling in the 
streets, and to my joy found that a lunar festival was just 
beginning. In front of an ancient temple a procession 
was forming, and a goddess brought out to her palanquin. 
It was Sira, a sister goddess (of Prosperity) with Lakshmi. 
She sat in a round red-and-gold frame, surrounded with 
tongues of flame representing rays of the sun. The great 
disc rested on a chariot driven by some Hindu Phaethon, 
and drawn by five metal horses painted green and red. 

I was the only white person present ; and as the man- 
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agcrs of tho affair were polite, making an opening through 
the crowd that I might seo the dancers, I followed them 
an hour. Whenever a temple or shrine was passed tho 
five Nautches danced boforo their goddess. Tho march 
of tho procession was to tho beating of tom-toms and music 
of pipes ; hut now and then a leading personage made a 
tinkling sound on a metal cup ho held, whereupon tho 
procession paused, tho palanquin was lot down from its 
bearers* shoulders, all other instruments ceased, and to 
tho tinldo of tho bell and ebant of him who beat it tho 
Nautebes danced. They were covered with jewels and 
richly dressed. Tho embroidered cape fell loosely over 
the upper part of tho breasts, leaving tho waist naked ; 
the skirt descended just below the knees, tho logs being 
bare except for anklets. Tho dancers were of lighter com- 
plexion than others iu tho procession ; they wore less cloth- 
ing than tho temple-nautchcs of Ceylon ; but they wore 
so childlike, and so absorbed in thoir divine pantomime 
that there was no effect of indecency. Their feet moved 
slowly to and fro j their jewelled hands were contin- 
ually moving, — the fingers, sometimes crossed, now and 
then stretched out, or lifted as if in benediction, were 
yet never raised heavenward. They were rehearsing the 
deeds of Sira. 

The next morning I went out at seven o’clock to the 
same temple. The deity brought out cm this occasion was 
the elephant-headed Ganesa, god of wisdom. He was 
mounted on the same sun-chariot, drawn by the five mod- 
elled horses, whose attitudes were much like those of St. 
Mark’s at Venice. Two poles upheld large ted hearts 
with sun and moon (featured) embroidered on them. On 
this ocjcasion three of the five Kautches were girls of about 
ten years. The little things watched their leader and 
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imitated her every movement. The dance, interesting as 
a novelty and study, seemed perfunctory ; there was no 
appearance of any emotion, much less passion or ecstasy, 
about dancers or dance. When the dancers and the deity 
first emerged from the temple beneath an arch of palm 
branches, they were preceded by a very fair woman who 
bore in her hand a brass pot, on the top of which burned 
a flame. When the procession had started she moved back 
into the temple and was seen no more. 

While I was standing near the palanquin a young 
Hindu approached me. “ You seem, sir,” he said in per- 
fect English, “ to be cosmopolitan.” I turned at the quaint 
remark and saw before me a refined, eager young face, 
a bright, penetrating eye, a frank, pleasant smile. On 
his forehead was the round spot of Siva. He was dressed 
in a snow-white robe from neck to feet. This youth, as 
it afterwards appeared, had been standing, with a few 
fellow-students of Madras University, on the roof of their 
house ; they had observed my interest in the ceremonies 
and the deity to whom they were offered, and resolved to 
invite me to their rooms. When accosted, I said that I 
was indeed much interested in oriental religions. “ I shall 
be very glad to be of any assistance to you,” said my new 
friend, “ and so will my companions whom you may see 
standing on that house.” I looked and saw three white- 
robed youths some fifty yards away, gazing steadily at us. 

“ We are students of the university ; we speak a little 
English, and would be glad of some conversation with 
you.” I would have followed a youth with such a counte- 
nance anywhere. “ I will come presently,” I said, and he 
left me. Having made a few more notes of the Ganesa 
service, I repaired to the house of the students. Three, 
apparently brothers, welcomed me at the door. The rooms 
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of these Y?cU*to-do students were comfortable and venti- 
lated, but baro of ornament. They sat on benches, but 
brought a chair for me. I found them dccpl}’ interested in 
English science and in their own sacred literature. 

Strange combination had their generation provided for 
these young heads. I was told of a Burmeso student at Cal- 
cutta whose father secured him against Christian heresies 
by means of a praying machine perpetually turned by a 
stream of water, but I was curious to Imow how these 
young Hindus were protected. I found that they studied 
and respected everything English except its theology. All 
the theology of Christendom was as a mushroom beside 
the stately forest of their own sacred books and tradi- 
tions, They were just then ong.aged on the Eam.ayaDa 
and Bhagavat Parana. The latter, which gives the fullest 
account of Krishna, led to a conversation on the resem- 
blances between that legend of the incarnation of Vishnu 
and that of Christ in the New Testament, One of these 
youths c.alled my attention to a point which has not, I 
believe, been noted by ■western scholars. The next in- 
carnation expected by the Hindus is ILalki. This name 
has usually been translated “white horse ” and understood 
to mean that at the end of tbe Kalld, or Iron Age, Vishnu 
will come on a pure white horse to judge the world. But 
these students say Kalki means “the severe face,” the 
idea conveyed being very nearly that ascribed by Chris- 
tians to the hfessiah at his second coming. It is believed 
that Kalki will appear beside the river Rhambrapumy, 
south of Tinnivelly. These students spoke of Buddha as 
a very great Rishi and sage who founded a now school of 
philosophy — the Sankhya. Theosophy having come under 
discussion, they were surprised to hear me speak of it as 
claiming to be “ Buddhist.” They bad seen the “ Countess ” 
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Blavatsky and “ Colonel ” Olcott, had attended Theosophist 
meetings and lectures, and had always supposed it to he 
a revival of Hinduism. They had never heard of the 
veiled Mahatma, Khotume. The Theosophists must have 
been adapting their cult to different regions. They be- 
lieved “ Colonel ” Olcott had been successful in healing 
some diseases. They had not personally witnessed such 
cures, but heard that at Combaconum, where their parents 
resided, he had cured a boy of paralysis of the leg and arm. 

The students appeared to me unfamiliar with the ideas 
of scientific men concerning such subjects, or with the 
jDathology of imagination. They seemed to think all such 
things immediately connected with preternatural or oc- 
cult causes. Otherwise they were keeping well abreast of 
European ideas. The most significant thing about their 
talk was the evidence given that they were alive to the 
resemblances between Christian and oriental traditions. 
Besides the example already referred to, they remembered 
the Hindu saints and heroes born of miraculous concep- 
tion ; and among the legends common to India and Eu- 
rope they mentioned the name. of one (Awasthama) doomed 
to immortality on earth like the Wandering Jew, while 
another (Vabishana), a blessed undying one, might be 
compared with sleeping St. John at Ephesus. They say 
that the heaven for which they hope is not very different 
from that of the Christian shall be /air there,” 

they said) ; but they looked with horror upon the Chris- 
tian doctrine of heU. They claimed moral and philo- 
sophical superiority for their belief that sinful souls are 
given the forms of animals — higher or lower, according 
to their merits and disciplinary needs — the object being 
not at all punishment, but the deliverance of a soul from 
evil and its ascent to unity with God. All lower forms 
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arc therefore purgatorial, ami every soul that sins is 
accortlcd this seventy times seven if he shall so often die 
in Iiis sin. “ There is no eternal [ninislimcnt.” To my en- 
quiry whether a soul sank lower hy immorality or by athe- 
ism, they answered, “Ily nthcisni/* I said that European 
opinion was different ; that ovoiy thinker who renounced 
a popular idol was an atheist to tlic worshipper of that 
idol, and that ifjxjople were to bo frightened by such epi- 
thets there could never bo any advance from ancient error 
to new truth. “"Why then,” said one, “was the editor 
of tho ‘Frectlunkcr’ imprisoned in London?” I ex- 
plained that it was not because of atheism ; that the judge 
in that case declared that every ro.an was entitled to ex- 
press disbelief in deity; but that tho exhibition of certain 
pictorial caricatures of sacred persons bad been consid- 
ered contraiy to jiublic decency. TIjo caricatures were 
not obscene, and many of us considered tlie conviction 
illegal, aUhougb dlsliUing such caricatures. This expla- 
nation appeared to interest tbciu very much. After this 
conversation the student who Ii.ad accosted mo on tho 
street accompanied me to tho museum, wlicrc I was much 
assisted by his intelligence. IIo had an awlent desire to 
visit England, and told mo that no Hindu now lost caste 
by such a journey, as in former times. On his return 
such Hindu traveller need only c.*ill at the shrine of Jug- 
gcnautli and bring homo a ccrtilicato of having made a 
“pilgrimage to Juggenauth,” to have “no questions 
asked” as to how much farther his pilgrimage may have 
extended. 

I found learned men in India, both native and English, 
puzzled by tho evil reputation of Juggenauth and his 
famous Car, throughout Christendom. Ho is a form of 
Vishnu, the Lord of Life, to whom all destruction is 
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abhorrent. The death of the smallest creature beneath the 
wheels of that Car, much more of a human being, would 
entail long and costly ceremonies of purification. It is 
surmised that the obstinate and proverbial fiction about 
the Car of Juggenauth must have originated in some 
accident witnessed by a missionary who supposed it a reg- 
ular part of the ceremonies. There have been suicides in 
India, as in Christian countries, from religious mania, 
but the place where they are least likely to occur is in 
the neighbourhood of Juggenauth. 

In 1876 I gave a discourse in London in which this 
subject was alluded to, a newpaper report of which led 
Professor A. Bain of Aberdeen to address a letter to 
the “Academy” citing high authorities in England for 
the traditional belief about Juggenauth. I was able to 
fortify my statement, and Professor Bain wrote me a 
private letter saying that he was convinced that it was 
correct. Even Professor Max Muller told me that until 
he read the letters in the “ Academy ” he supposed that 
suicides had formerly occurred under the Car. 

The late Sir William Hunter, gazetteer-general of 
India, made a special investigation into the matter, and 
in his “ Orissa” (1872) said ; “ So far from encouraging 
self-immolation, the gentle doctrines of Juggenauth tended 
to check the once universal custom of widow-burning. 
Even before the government put a stop to it, our officials 
observed its comparative infrequency at Puri.” 

When the Prince of Wales (Edward VH) visited St. 
Paul’s after his recovery, several persons were crushed to 
death. One can imagine this fact reaching some distant 
island in such a shape as to leave there a tradition that 
it is usual to sacrifice human victims in England on the 
recovery of a prince, as a part of a thanksgiving service. 
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Especially might this bo tho ease i£ the sentence were re 
portoil anil intcrjirctcd bj pnests anxious to place Chris 
tianity in its worst light If iro were to smile at such a 
notion wo should onlj bo doing what G^c^J educated 
Hindu probably docs, so often as he finds Englishmen 
believing that human Kicnficcs were part of tho normal 
uorship of Juggcnautli, Lord of Life 

It IS a notable cxaniplo of tho ironj of mytliologj that 
tins same calumniated Juggcnautli should for many jears 
ha^o been the dcit) under whoso protection Buddha has 
been steadily returning into India Wherescr wo see an 
imago of Juggcnautli — whoso noblo countenance is pic 
tured m Christian imagination as ferocious — there is 
nearly always beside him an imago of Buddha When 
wo remember that tins deity is not oni) tlio soiirco of 
tint cathohcit) which is renewing Buddhism in India, 
but also of tho liberty that cnaWen Indians of rank to 
travel abroad without losing caste, there is brought before 
us one more lesson in the iintrustwortluncss of the mis 
sionar} reports on which popular notions of distant coun 
tries arc founded 

At Tripclcano stands tho onlj grand temple near Ma 
dras There I had tho ruck to arrive just as tho goddess 
of good luck — Lakshmi — was promenading Tho god 
dess was enthroned in her palanquin amid gems tinder a 
many-coloured solar arch, and borne on tho shoulders of 
monng bronze statues, recognizable, as they came closer, 
as men The tableau was very pretty when they came 
from their circuits in front of tho temple again Tliese 
temples, whicli of course none but Hindus arc permitted 
to enter, have lofty truncated pjramidal portals, whicb, 
with tho columned portico, arc tho onlj things notable 
Tins portaltowcr at Tnpeleane is carved all over with 
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figures in deep relief, not an inch being without its fin- 
ished sculpture. All the popular deities may be picked 
out. Beneath the pillared portico several score of women 
and children are sheltered from the glowing sun, now and 
then purchasing something from the stalls, loaded with 
oranges, bananas, and other fruits. So soon as I began 
to examine closely the figures sculptured on the pediments 
I was surrounded by a swarm of small naked forms, which 
displayed quite as much curiosity as would be excited by 
a Hindu inspecting Westminster Abbey. In front of the 
large temple there is a sort of palm-thatched chapel-of-ease, 
in which Lakshmi was placed with due ceremony on her 
return. Beside it is the car — for every temple keeps a 
sort of Lord Mayor’s coach — and in front the square 
tank, covering over an acre, in the centre of which is a 
small sculptured edifice, apparently ornamental. One of 
the profane must not approach this tank near enough to 
pollute it by a touch, and thereby no doubt render a hun- 
dred elaborate ceremonies necessary to purify it ! When 
the goddess had been carried within, the chanting ended, 
the veil drawn, I strolled away about fifty yards, and pre- 
sently heard loud calls. Turning I saw the huge elephant 
which had attended the procession making straight forme, 
brandishing his huge trunk, while the Hindu on his back 
was uttering various cries, pointing to me and then to the 
swiftly advancing animal. I was just considering whether 
a sudden bath in the holy tank might not be the better 
part of valour, when the driver of my gharrie ran up and 
said, “ The elephant wants some money.” Ah ! I have not 
often found relief from an application for “ baksheesh.” 

I waited until this elephantine devotee of the goddess of 
Wealth approached, and placed a bit of silver in his pro- 
boscis. He raised it over his head to the hand of his driver. 
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llipn raorc<l ofT lo hn neil cnelo««rt:', wlicrc, J nccling for 
Ins <lnrcr to nliglit, lie pre«cnll^ ^trftrliwl liinmoU with 
a ftentornn yawn toenjo) Im /irnicnfr till next 
»hy 

Trom I mvlo a pilgrtmago (o ?t Tlioim', nliout 

Iwontv nijlc< away My con^titittionil lilung f >r the Ponht 
ing I)j*ciplo vrji not nhaml hy any of the liundrcil I ng 
lull pKicnger* on our »liij> Trhcnn I coni 1 find no 
one to neoompany me All nlone fnve for in\ dnror wiih 
Siva 4 a^hen iign on hn forclieail, nnti a golden I rown 
l*oy reclining on the f<y»*ltoanl liehind, 1 j a^^cd througli 
the Tillagev ant lane< of n lanl ttheve utrange growth*, 
hemw*, jvflple, 1 ml« made cvrrr mile a delight lint tho 
country wa* *par*eU »tthat«l<\l, and wlveu 1 came to 
Thom' U an.* almost uncanny in iti Ioncline»<, CUmhtng 
a long itone »tatnray to the top I found n ipiecr ramhling 
edifice tint »'cmc<I neither chtirrh norconrcnl Tnlcr 
ing, I found a I*ortupie*e pool reading n largo bool 
that lar on a flam wocKlen table, tin* an I three chairs 
In-ing the only furniture Tlie flior wa* stone, the walli 
plain planter The pne*t reecned me eonliallr lie wa* 
a man of porhapa forty years, tall and slender , his face 
was jutted, tmt the fine feature*, large tmd exprewivo eye, 
sensitive mouth with its sweet and simplo voice, dmr my 
heart out to him To niy ajiologa for ohlnnling on him 
ho answered, witli a gentle smile, that it was vciy ram 
for him to meet any one from Kurope, and ho was glad 
to see me I told him that I was not n Catholic, hut had 
an csjiccial interest in St Thomas, on whom 1 had writ 
ten a pamphlet. I wished to study tho story of Ins npos 
tolalo and martynlom m ancient India The priest told 
me lint he dwelt alone save for the ncigUhourmg Hindus , 
there had been no congregation tlicro for many years , 
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there was no j)ub]ic function required of him except when 
a few pilgrims came on the saint’s day. (He said this in 
tolerable English, but preferred to speak in French.) He 
could not tell me the age of the building, some parts of 
which were very old. When, after walking about it, I 
suggested that some parts appeared to be too ancient to 
have been originally Christian, he inclined to the same 
opinion, but had sought in vain for the facts, — for he 
had been there a good many years. The priest led me 
to a small cave at the back of the edifice, in which is 
a spring believed to have been miraculously evoked by 
St. Thomas. Some sixty feet off is a large flat rock sur- 
mounted by a small monument, where the saint passed 
most of his time “ amid what was then a solitude.” In 
the floor of the little chapel are memorial tablets with 
mainly Portuguese inscriptions, — one, however, being 
English, — nearly all of the eighteenth century. The 
chapel is dedicated to “Notre Dame de Sante,” who 
stands far up against the wall on an altar poorly off for 
decorations. St. Thomas’s Day — the solstice, December 
21, when day and night are Didy muses (twins), and 
Time stands in doubt between the powers of Light and 
Darkness — had brought but few pilgrims the month be- 
fore. By a curving stairway beside the altar we descended 
— stooping low and following a candle — into a cave where 
the saint is said to have hidden from pagan pursuers. One 
small aperture is cut through the rock (five feet thick), 
and we could stand erect only in one corner. On a rock- 
hewn shelf is a little crucifix, and behind it a tiny framed 
picture of Christ, but there were no ornaments. Emerging 
into the light, we passed by a long stone stairway to the 
foot of the hill. There the priest pointed out an inscrip- 
tion in characters “ concerning which there are doubts.” 
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Two dagoba-ltko structures, each six feet square and about 
nine feet to the apex, cover mysteriously indented rocks, 
supposed by some to bo marked by the saint’s bones. “It 
is doubtful wbat they were built for,” said the priest. Near 
by is another rock retainin" tho impression of the saint’s 
foot after be uas wounded. This " footprint,” larger than 
that of an ordinary man, is but very vaguely traceable in 
a discoloration of faint yellow and red on the light sand- 
stone. It is sUgbtly indented, as if worn by many kisses. 

The legend of St. Thomas's death is peculiar. It is said 
that a Hindu arrow aimed at a peacock accidentally and 
fatally struck the bcel of St. Thomas. This looks as if tho 
Hindus liad long ago repudiated some tradition of the 
saint’s “martyrdom” being on their hands, and had 
sliaped it after the legend of their own Saviour, Ivrislma, 
who also died of a wound in tho heel from tho arrow of 
a huntsman not aimed at him. Near the stone with the 
reddish stains there was found at a considerable depth 
a tablet on which was a ruddy designed dove, and an 
Inscription in Pali and Persian : — 

“In punishment of the cross was tho suffering of this 
onct he who is tho true Clwist, and God above, and 
Guide ever pure.” ^ 

The Portuguese priest, when I asked his opinion of tho 
alleged footprint, shook his head silently, hut thought the 
long continuance of tho legend interesting. He believed 
that the relics, which he liad seen, were in tho church at 
Mount St, Thome, and I resolved to go there, 

"W^hen we turned away from this spot and walked to a 
Hindu village, the children ran to greet the priest, bowing 
their foreheads to the ground. As he passed along the little 

^ The late Mr Bamell garo an account vUh plates o£ these relies in 
the Indian Antiquary, Tohiit, p SOS. 
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street the women came to their doors, the men paused, and 
he spoke pleasantly to them all, patting the children on 
the head. I asked if they were Christians and he said, 
“ None of them.” So deep had this man gone into their 
“ heathen ” hearts ! 

And now I began to think on what he had pointed out, 
and stopped a moment or two to enter some items in my 
note-book. Then a theory began to dawn on me. Was it 
not the ecclesiastical mHier of the priest in charge of St. 
Thome to believe all of the Catholic traditions concerning 
the miraculous well, the footprint, and the rest ? Yet this 
man had spoken hesitatingly and dubiously about every 
one of them. I looked into his large smiling eye and felt 
certain that I was in the presence of a Doubting Disciple. 
This learned and intellectual man, with his fine personal- 
ity, worshipped by those humble Hindus, — why was he 
sent out at middle age to live alone without congregation 
or function in this remote spot? Was it because he was 
found to be a sceptic, a doubting Thomas ? 

I find among my notes written that day, “ How I would 
like to have a day of intimate talk with that man ! ” 
He saw that I loved him, and urged me to stay longer ; he 
could give me food and lodging ; but it could not he ; the 
Teheran was to sail early next morning. So we parted. 

I drove on two miles to Mount St. Thome. A long suc- 
cession of stone stairways, up which on the saint’s day 
pilgrims climb on their knees, brought me to the solitary 
white church. It was all silent, every door closed, the 
windows made fast with shutters, so that I could not 
get a glimpse of the interior. Two tricolors were flying 
from a signal station at one corner of the grounds, and 
after a good deal of calling an Englishman appeared, with 
evident reluctance, who informed me that the priest was 



MOUNT ST. THOME 187 

absent. Ho (tlio priest) was a native, and was in the habit 
of going now anti tlicn to stay among the villages of the 
district for a fortnight at a time. He had now been absent 
for five days, and none could tell his whereabouts. “Is 
there anything interesting in the church to see?” I asked. 
“ I don’t know,” replied tho solo occupant of the hill, “ I 
never was inside it. I don’t belong to that, but to the 
Church of England.” I found consolation for my climb in 
the grand view which the height commands — a vast plain 
of banyans and palms, with a few villas and gleaming 
streams. 

As I passed through tho village at tho foot of tho mount 
I observed “ Hindu ]\foiint”on a sign, and on enquiry 
learned tliat the Hindus havo another name for tho place, 
which I cannot remember. No doubt it was, like every 
other “high place” in oriental plains, a sacred hill before 
the Christian era, and probably p.asscd to tho Catholio saint 
by natural selection. 

I drove two miles along a grand avenue of banyans 
extending 'from tho baso of tho mount. Of many tho 
branches, hereafter to take root, hung down nearly to tho 
earth in large numbers, like vines. The lower horizontal 
branches of others were gracefully festooned. But a num- 
ber were already buttressed by branches turned to trunks 
seven or eight inches thick. I counted ns many as thirteen 
\Yanks to one tree. The road on each sido was hedged 
with cactus, and beyond were beautiful palms, rising out 
of lakelets formed by inundations. But after all, there 
was no other scene so picturesque as the thatched villages 
and tho villagers in their combinations of colours and dark 
skins. The people in this neighbourhood, particularly tall 
and well shaped, formed pretty groups in the fields, where 
they were so still as to be tableaus. 
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A graceful young Hindu woman was seated beneath the 
shade of the great banyan, her children grouped pleasantly 
around her, and all so absorbed with what she was saying 
to them that they hardly observed my approach. The 
musical voice continued on one side while I was counting 
the downward branches on the other. What was she telling 
them .? Perhaps the tale of the Madras Princess Savatri, 
who refused all powerful suitors for love of homeless Sat- 
yavan ; and who when her husband was killed by the fall 
of a tree in the forest, and Yama came for his own, so 
moved that King of Death by her beauty and her gentle 
pleading that he restored Satyavan to her. This tale is 
the central trunk of an invisible banyan spread in many 
versions, — Love subduing Death ; but it appears to me 
sweeter and truer than the legends of resurrections where 
the muscular power of a Herakles or the magic might of 
a Christ have prevailed over the king of terrors. There is 
no need, however, that we should seek any other origin 
of the banyan-growth of such legends of Love than in the 
mother’s heart there. That is the universal witness that 
there is Love in the heart of nature despite inorganic 
cruelties. If there was any Hindu Thomas of old to say 
he would not believe in Satyavan’s resurrection unless he 
saw and touched the scar on his head, there would be a 
friendly prophet in fez to say, “ Satisfy yourself, Thomas ; 
you are right to demand evidence ; but blind belief makes 
people happier.” Every missionary — unless my gentle 
Portuguese sceptic of St. Thome — must be a Thomas in 
denying the resurrection of Satyavan in order to signalize 
that of Jesus, but the Savatri and Satyavan folk-tale will 
still be in the heart, whatever names are on the lips. 

Savatri is a type, as Mary Magdalene at the sej)ulchre 
“ while it was yet dark ” is a t3’^pe, of the Love that heals, 
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thnt quickens (Icid hearts Tlioniis nndJudas arc bj tlieir 
a/iff^etDuljmusand Iscariot made as allegorical ns if the} 
were named 2\lr. Doublemind and ^fr. r.acnig both*wa} s 
These t^\o, indeed, seem tolmobcen originall} one figure, 
in the Acts of Thomas occurs rcpcatedl} the double 
name, ” Judas also called Thomas ” But to meet Jewish 
scepticism lliero was used a character proving that Jesus 
was not arrcslod because he could not prevent it, but be- 
cause in onlcr to fulfil the minutest messianic prophecies 
and conditions he had Knowmgl} included asatauic agent 
among his disciples , and the jicrsonification of this agent — 
Judas,! e incarnation of Judaism — liad to bo dctaclicd 
from Thomas (turn) liocause Gentile sceptics (nho might 
say that the fonn the disciples declared to bo their risen 
Lonl, but admittcdh could not recognize, was tint of 
some im|>ostor) must be met b} the assertion that tlioy 
(the sceptics) had a representative among tlio discijilcs 
who identined Jesus b} lits wounds 

It IS all \ cry simple, so far as the points winch the dark 
twin and the luminous twin were created to establish are 
concerned, but it cannot bo safel} asserted of Thomas, as 
of J udas, tliat ho is purcl} fictitious The Thomas-saga has 
not been Bufiicicnll} explored ns }Dt, ami there are traces 
of a gospel bearing bis name suppressed on account of its 
heresies ‘ 

1 Ten jean after my tmiI to St- Thomi, Pn. Qnnfell and Hunt of Ox 
ford diacorrrcd the rapjn of Oxyrhyncliua Apparently of tho third cen- 
tnry, wl sch, omittinff editonal conjectorca opotu "Tbeso aro tho vorda 
which the lirin^ Jesui (aid to and Thomas and said to them Erery 
one that hearkens to these words shall nerer taste of death * Let not 
him wl o seeks co-uo ontil bo finds and when he finds Iio shall be aston 
ished, astonished be shall reach tlio kingdom ant hann^ reached tho 
kin^-dom he shall rest.” Trofessor Lake thinks the lost name before 
Thomas was Judas , he also says that an Athos MS. asserts that the story 
of tho woman taken m adultery was in the earlier Gospel of Thomas. (It 
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. Althoiigli everything attributed to Christ — that is to 
the post-resurrectional supplanter of Jesus — has to be 
doubly scrutinized, I think that on some occasion he may 
have said to his sceptical friend, .probably with a smile, 
“ Thomas, you can believe only what you see ; they are 
happier who can believe without seeing.” 

In my long experience I have found very few even 
among rationalists who were able to get along without 
believing something for which they could find no reason. 
Theodore Parker was unable to harmonize with his faith 
the cruelty of a cat playing with a terrified mouse before 
devouring it, yet he could not on that account part from 
belief in the omnipotence of a benevolent Creator. His 
English friend and editor, Frances Power Cobbe, who 
devoted many years to the protection of animals from 
cruelty, used to ^uote Sir Henry Taylor’s terrible lines, — 

Pain in man 

Bears the high mission of the flail and fan, 

In brutes ’t is purely piteous. 

But I have in vain asked of eminent theists why Omni- 

•was erased from the Synoptics.) The “ Gospel according to Thomas ” 
(probably near the close of the second century) was condemned by Hip- 
polytus in a passage quoted by Grenfell and Hunt which shows that there 
was a sect which believed that Thomas had received especial confidences 
from Jesus. The extract from Hippolytus [Befut. v. '7) is as follows: — 

“ But they (the Naassenes) assert that not only is there in favour of their 
doctrine testimony to be drawn from the mysteries of the Assyrians, but 
also from those of the Phrygians concerning the happy nature, concealed 
and yet at the same time disclosed, of things that have been and are com- 
ing into existence and moreover will bo (a happy nature), which (the 
Naassene) says is the kingdom of heaven to be sought for within a man. 
And concerning this [nature] they hand down an explicit passage occurring 
in the Gospel inscribed ‘according to Thomas,’ expressing themselves 
thus : ‘ He who seeks me will find me in children from seven years old ; 
for there concealed I shall in the fourteenth age (or £eon) be made mani- 
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potent Lovo slioulcl uso tribulation — tho flail anti fan — 
on human beings ? No good parent would chastise a child 
if ho were omnipotent. No surgeon would cause pain if 
he were omnipotent. I once lectured for Br. Felix Adler’s 
Etliical Culturo Society in New York on “Tho Religion 
of Ilumanitjs” my contention being that tlic dogmas of 
hereditary sin, imputed guilty endless punishment were 
fair transcripts of the laws of nature, tho great error being 
in tho belief that these injustices and agonies of nature 
wero the laws of omnipotent deity, and that thero was 
any creation or Creator. My argument was that either 
the omnipotcnco or tho goodness or tho cxistenco of deity 
must bo surrendered by Ethical Religion. Dr. Adler aroso 
at tho close of my discourse and announced that on tho 
following Sunday ho would review it and stalo his differ- 
cnees from me. An cngngcmcul in another city prevented 
my hearing him, and I could find no report of his criti- 
cisms, but in a conversation ho planted himself on ICant's 
“categorical imperative,” and told me about a young lady 
friend of his whom pain had brought into a beautiful and 
patient spirit arsbo was slowly dying. Of courso I knew 
of many such eases, and may have mentioned to him — 
though I am not certain of this — tlio oaso of a young 
author in Rrooklyn whoso mlcnt and culturo had been 
developed by tlic confinement consequent on tho breaking 
of liis bacU iu chUdlvood. TUo dovclopmout was credit- 
able to tbo young man, but by no means creditable to tho 
careless cause of his misfortune. Of courso a wise moralist 
has to bo somewhat pathological in dealing with sufferers, 
hut ho will none tho less say with Jesus, AYoo to him by 
whom the suffering comes. Nor do I bolicve that the evils 
and agonies of tho world will ever bo much diminished so 
long as generations are teamed to sec in such horrors a 
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divine hand, instead of seeing that hand solely in the 
“eternal feminine,” as Goethe calls it, — the loving and 
maternal force, weak but unwearied, gently pushing back 
the frontiers of wild and inorganic nature. 

This of course is about equivalent to saying that the 
evils and agonies of the world will never be healed at all 
until the altars of the existing deities so-called are en- 
tirely deserted. In nearly all religions there is a sort of 
Pain-worship, which continues in the favourite word of 
liberal Christianity, “ Self-sacrifice,” and in the faith ex- 
pressed in Tennyson’s “ Divine depths of sorrow.” Why 
not the divine depths of happiness ? Why should our 
children be trained to think their giving up some pleasant 
thing to gratify others a sacrifice of self when they are 
thereby gaining grateful smiles, far more delightful and 
precious than what they give away ? After all the ages, 
we are unable to see with Jesus that it is greater happi- 
ness to give than to receive, and must needs go on say- 
ing “ It is more blessed,” that is, that God pays it back 
to us. 

One of the most mild and liberal religions in India is 
the Jain. They have no priests, but some public teachers. 
One of these, Virchand R. Gandhi, stayed at my house 
in London nearly a week, and my wife and I found him 
attractive in conversation, though we could not under- 
stand his very mystical ideas. He shrank from even the 
smallest thing that inclined towards self-indulgence. He 
would not remain alone with a lady. (This is a Talmudic 
regulation.) He gave me a picture — it is now before 
me — which represents the Jain idea of the moral con- 
dition of mankind. There is a banyan-tree on a limb of 
which bees have hived a mass of honeycomb, and be- 
neath is a dilapidated well in which are seen venomous 
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serpents. A man has fallen into the well. He is kept 
from sinking and drowning by holding on to the end of 
a frail branch which descends from the tree. As he holds 
on, the honey drops down to his lips, and so absorbed is 
he with the sweetness of this honey that he does not no- 
tice the serpents gathering near him, nor a rat above 
gnawing the slender limb ho clings to, nor an elephant 
whose trunk is about to pull down the entire tree; nor 
does bo regard at all a holy teacher with his staff offering 
to savo him. This holy man is in the garb of a Buddhist 
priest, but he has beard and hair much like an early 
conventionalized Christ, and a sort of aspersoir under his 
left arm. I suspect the picture to be composite, — Brah- 
manism, Buddhism, and Catholicism perverting some sim- 
ple fablo reminding roan that he may be so absorbed in 
one pleasure or passion as to suffer by the atrophy of other 
senses and faculties. It may be feared that unpbilosophi- 
cal little Jains are brought up with some suspicion that 
sweet things generally are wicked and dangerous. When 
wo go back to the earliest ages wo find more religion of 
joy than in the modem world : it is so in the Vedic hymns 
and Zend litanies. 

While Christianity, claiming to have come into the 
world with glad tidings of great joy to all mankind, has 
shed more blood and caused more misery than all other 
religions put together, the Buddhist religion, beginning 
with a philosophy that seems pessimistic, — without deity 
or faith in any paradise, heavenly or millennial, — has pro- 
duced the happiest believers on earth. Many a Christian 
child moping under a miserable Sabbath, forbidden games 
and sports, overshadowed by equal fear of deity and 
devil, giving his pennies or dimes to send his gloom to 
Ceylon’s isle, — ah, many a child might envy the joyous 
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innocence of those children in Ceylon, growing up under 
the spirit of the ancient carol derived from Buddha : — 

This is what should be done by him who is wise in 
seeking his own good, and gaining a knowledge of the 
tranquil lot of Nirvana : — 

Let him be diligent, upright, and conscientious ; not 
vainglorious, but gentle and lowly ; 

Contented and cheerful ; not oppressed with cares ; 
not burdened with riches; tranquil, prudent, fx’ee from 
arrogance and avarice. 

Let him not do any mean action, nor incur the re- 
proval of wise men. 

Let all creatures be prosperous and happy, let them be 
of joyful mind ; all beings that have life, be they feeble 
or strong, be they minute or vast : 

Seen or unseen, near or afar, born or seeking birth, let 
all beings be joyful. 

Let no man deceive another ; let none be harsh to any ; 
let none wish ill to his neighbour. 

Let the love that fills a mother’s heart as she watches 
over an only child, even such love animate all towards all. 

Let the good will that is boundless, immeasurable, 
impartial, unmixed with enmity, prevail throughout the 
world — above, below, around. 

If a man be of this mind, wherever he moves, and in 
every moment, the saying is come to pass, “ This place is 
the abode of holiness.” 



CIIAPTKU X 


AJfir— Sfmp. nUraUliT h^r ^«nf»*«»ien — Tl»8 'nifotophUtj — An 

American rr^itin;; tti» ]!a(i*l)iS«t /Mia«a.'d — 'nientteraptol frand on tlic 
llrot»s^»t(»n* — IxUcr ©! C<*m»ni»»J<»ncr Ilronjj^jton — Origin of Koh- 
tKooml— lUrtUiiotva of ^fmc. Contomb. 

W HEN’ Mnie. in.ivalaky wa< on her way from Xcw 
York to Iiidin flio 8to|>|>c<) for some clays tn I>on- 
lion, and my wife and 1 trero niritchl to meet her at tlm 
house of Mr. and Mrs. Wttliam Tebh. Mr*. Conuay was 
not attracted hy her, hut I found her entcrlAining. She 
had nothing tliat could he descrlltcd ns culture ; and thougli 
the work, “ Ists UiueUed,” avjriWd to her, was williout 
value to me *o far m I read it, 1 !>avo never helicrcd 
she could writo anything so elaborate. In fact, though 
Mmo. Illaralshy was entertaining, U svas l)ec.ausc of licr 
gossipy knowledge of contemporarj* i>orsons and events. 
Such at any rato was the kind of ronversntiou she car- 
ried on udtli myself, and I wondered how my thouglitful 
friends, the Tohbs, could take her so seriously. 

After a time reports caino from India of Mmo. I31avnt- 
sky’a new religion called Theosophy, and of her miracles. 
Marion Crawford introduced n mysterious “Mahatma” 
into his romance, “Mr. Isaacs," and was proudly claimed 
hy Thcosojdiist-s (whom, however, and their wonders he 
ridiculed in conversation on my mentioning the matter). 
At length Mr. Sinnett c.aroo to I>)ndon from India as an 
apostle of the new faith, of which he gave strange narra- 
tives, mostly to the illte gathered in fashionable drawing- 
rooms. I listened to several of his addresses, and after 
one in which he told of the wonderful Mahatmas, who 
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luul lived for ages and were now semi-visibly revealing 
flioinsolvos, 1 had some conversation with him. I was 
about to go to India, and enquired whether I could find 
out one of tljo IMahatnms. He gave a start, and with a 
look of surprise said, “Do you mean, can you see and 
talk with a Mahatma as yoti arc talking with me now?” 
“ Yes,” I replied, unconscious of my naivete. “ No,” he 
answered, and went on with a nebulous explanation. 

Mr. .Sinnott’s book, “Esoteric Buddhism,” gave me an 
impression that ^Ime. Blavatsky had simply invented a 
now sot of archangels and saints to supply that rever- 
ential fog amid which all impostures arc possible. It was, 
however, a serious thing that such notions should infect 
excellent jieoplc, and it became one of my duties as a 
public teacher to investigate it. All the way around the 
world I was urged by persons of influence to examine 
Tlicosojdiy in India. In Sydney, Judge Windeyer, in 
whose house I passed several days, and who was one of 
the best of men, assured me that I would find the evi- 
dences of Tiieosophy irresistible. In the saime city the late 
Professor John Smith said he had been impressed by his 
interviews with i\Ime. Blavatsky, and I promised him and 
his wife, to whom I owed much for their hospitality, that 
I would investigate the matter. 

And thus it was that on a bright day in 1884, begin- 
ning with the elephant-headed god of wisdom at Madras, 
and travelling to the shrine of Doubting Didymus and 
his lonely priest, I proceeded to visit the high priestess of 
Theosophy. 

The centre of the Theosophic cult is Adyar. On the 
gateway was written, “Headquarters of the Theosophical 
Society.” At the entrance of the park was the dilapi- 
dated carcass of a blue pasteboard elephant, which it ap- 
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pcarcd some Madras believer liad set up on n recent Tlico- 
sophic anniversary. Tbo carriage-road wound through 
a leafy park «p to a handsome bungalow. The spacious 
veranda displayed every elegance, but it was unoccupied. 
For a few minutes my driver vainly tried to find some one 
about the place, and I n*as conscious of a half liopc that no 
ono might bo at home. My arrival, however, was knoun : 
a young Babn camo to bring mo tho ” Countess ” Blav.at- 
sky’s welcome, and to say sho would presently receive me. 
Next a Hindu youth of remarkable nppcaranco — deli- 
cate, almost maidenly — advanced ; but when, in response 
to his greeting, I held out my hand, Iio said sweetly, 
“I cannot shako hands with you.” I afterwards learned 
that this youth was “ a lay chela,” that !io already pos- 
sessed tho power of appearing at a distance in his ” astral ” 
body, and that if ho shook hands his m.agnctism might bo 
impaired. 

Iwas sorrj'to hcarth.at tho president, “Coloncl”01cott, 
was absent. IIo was founding n new branch of tho soci- 
ety somewhere. Tho “Countess” Blavatsky was cordial, 
and urged my remaining till tho morning. I accepted her 
invitation so far as tho rest of tho evening was concerned, 
and was thcro nearly six hours. Besides the two men- 
tioned, there were two other nativo gentlemen, ono of them 
(Norendronath Sen) Icuown to mo by reputation as editor 
of tho “Indian Mirror.” Americ.v was represented in tho 
company by a Dr. Hartmann of Colorado. Another per- 
son present was Mr. lY. T. Brown of Glasgow, a young 
man of pleasant manners, who told mo some of his mar- 
vellous experiences ; but when I intimated that I would 
like to cariy away some Jittlo marvel of my own expe- 
rience, tho reply unpleasantly recalled vain attempts made 
through many years to witness a verifiable spiritualistic 
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“phenomenon.” I was once more put off with narratives 
of what had occurred before I came, and predictions of 
what might occur if I should come again. There was a 
cabinet shrine in which letters were deposited and swift 
answers received from the wonderful Mahatmas; but when 
I proposed to write a note, I was informed that only a few 
days before the Mahatmas had forbidden any further cab- 
inet correspondence. I said that was just my luck in such 
matters ; wherever a miracle occurs I was always too soon 
or too late to see it. My experience was that of Alice in 
the Looking-glass, — “Jam yesterday, jam to-morrow, but 
never jam to-day.” 

Mme. Blavatsky had been forewarned by Professor John 
Smith of my visit, and as a shrewd reader of thoughts saw 
that I regarded the new order against letters as aimed at 
my investigation. I was careful, however, not to say that 
I thought it unreasonable for the Mahatma to foreclose 
the cabinet test just as his omniscience knew that one 
was comius: who needed the wonders so much more than 
the convinced already. My self-restraint in not pressing 
the point in company pleased her. Some of the young, 
neophytes moved off the veranda and strolled medita- 
tively under the palms. Their faces were serenely solemn ; 
they did not talk or smile ; they impressed me out there 
as rare plants in a nursery, that must be severally kept 
under glass in cold weather. These Hindu neophytes, not 
one of them feminine, were of wealthy families and of high 
caste; I was told that the handsome mansion was furnished 
by them. Mr. Sinnett and others in England and Amer- 
ica were talking a good deal about gpi’eat sacrifices made 
by the “ Countess ” for the sake of her cause, but I saw 
no trace or suggestion of martyrdom at tlie headquarters. 
The house, surrounded by a fine jiark, was spacious and 
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pretty; tlio long vcmiula was well supplied wltli easy 
cliairs softly cushioned, and a tal)Io with English and 
American magazines and tho nctv novels ; and madamo 
drove in her own neat carriage tvith fine horses, as I had 
grateful reason to know, having returned to Madras in 
it. AVlulc never regarding Mmc. Blavatsky’s career as 
inspired by desire for gain, I cannot but smile wlienevcr 
I hear Tlioosophists talk about her movement in India as 
wrouglit by self-sacrificing devotion. Certainly tlicro was 
no })rctcncQ of that kind in Mmc. Blavatsky herself. Sho 
sat in her largo decorated chair, in an airy white bcltlcss 
gown much in the stylo of tho midsummer dress of Kus- 
sian ladies, endlessly smoking cigarettes, conversing in a 
free and easy way, and putting on no airs at all. Madame 
was not pretty, but she was a uotablo figure, her eyes capa- 
ble of cvcrj*i*arictyof expression, and her humour always 
playing. 

At a certain moment when wo happened to bo alone on 
tbo veranda madamo arose and asked mo to follow her. 
She led me through a hall and along a corridor, then up 
a stairway to a boudoir richly decorated. There sho in- 
vited me to take a scat, and profTered a box of cigarettes, 
lighting one for herself. I preferred my cigar, and was 
ready for an apparently intended encounter. Sho asked 
what w.is my particular proposal or desire. I said, “ I 
wish to find out something about the strange performances 
attributed to you. I hear of your drawing teapots from 
under your chair, taking brooches out of flowers, and of 
other miracles. If such things really occur I desire to 
know it, and to give a testimony to my people in London 
in favour of Theosophy. What does it all mean ? ” 

Sho said with a serene smile, “ I will tell you, because 
you are a public teacher [here sho added some flattery], 
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and you ought to know the truth : it is all glamour — people 
think they see what they do not see — that is the whole 
of it.” 

It was impossible not to admire the art of this confession. 
Mme. Blavatsky, forewarned by Professor John Smith of 
my intended investigation, had arranged precisely the one 
manoeuvre that could thwart it. Had I continued it, cross- 
examining her adherents, proposing plans for verification, 
I might have awakened doubts and suspicions among her 
“ neophytes.” But she spiked my guns ; her confession 
was made without witnesses, and should I use it publicly 
it was easy enough to say I had misunderstood her. And 
moreover she had used the vague word “ glamour,” which 
might preserve her personal throne while giving up the 
reality of the things attested by her miracles. 

I did not press the matter at all. I felt that madame 
was a genius in her way, and a moral phenomenon to be 
studied, but she made no pretences with me. Of the 
common Theosophic talk about a new era, welfare of 
humanity, reincarnation, there was no trace whatever. 
Not a word about “ Occultism ” or any other “ ism ” came 
from her, nor anything in the way of an abstraction. 
She gossiped wittily and sometimes satirically about this 
or that person she had met in America, London, Paris, 
and told amusing anecdotes. 

About seven a signal for dinner interrupted the bou- 
doir interview. There were seven or eight at the large 
round table, all of us whites. The dinner was excellent, 
but one or two of the young men did not eat the meat. 
Mme. Blavatsky ate little and smoked most of the time. 
In the talk, which was all about Theosophic marvels, 
Mme. Blavatsky did not participate except with some 
such remark as, “ There, Mr. Conway, what can be said 
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persons, the chief “Mahatmas,” done by some process 
said to be occult. The portrait of “ Koothoomi ” was, I feel 
sure, from one of Rammohun Roy made in London by my 
old friend James Philp. A copy of the portrait of that 
famous founder of Brahmo theism, given me by Eranldin 
Philp in Washington, had been on my wall thirty years be- 
fore I saw him faked up as “ Koothoomi,” with a praying 
machine on his head. The other Mahatma in the cabinet 
was Morya, who seemed to be a Rajah from some sacred 
picture, perhaps a manipulated Rama. I again proposed 
to leave a letter to one of the Mahatmas, but madame 
shrugged her shoulders and closed the cabinet. 

When we had returned to the veranda most of the 
young men declared they had at times seen Koothoomi. 
Knowing well that Koothoomi was a name twisted from 
01[cott-Hume], and that no such being existed, I still 
did not question the good faith of these young men ; but 
I quietly cross-examined them, without seeming to do so, 
and found that they had seen him generally in his 
“astral” body. Three thought they had seen him once 
in his physical body, but their testimony was unsatisfac- 
tory, especially as I had observed in the sacred room their 
method of observing things with their eyes close to the 
floor. Mr. Brown of Glasgow was candid in his narrative 
of his three meetings with Koothoomi. On the first occa- 
sion he said he was so overwhelmed with awe that he 
“ could not look upon him.” On the next occasion the 
Mahatma was at some little distance, his head and lower 
face being covered after the manner of sacred Rajahs. 
On the last occasion it was at night, Mr. Brown being in 
bed, and he only knew that he had been with Koothoomi 
by a handkerchief marked “ K. H.” slipped into his hand 
with a letter. It was evident that Mr. Brown was sincere, 



THEOSOPHIC MIRACLES 203 

and also that he had no perception of the nature of evi- 
dence. Several of the letters received from “ K. H.” were 
shown me ; they were the merest commonplace notes, 
^yithout any value whatever unless read with occult emo- 
tions. 

When I left in the evening for Madras, Madame 
Blavatsky said merrily that she would make me an 
“ astral ” visit in London. I reminded her that I had in 
the morning looked with doubt on the footprint of St. 
Thomas, the disciple who would not believe in the ex- 
istence of bis Mahatma without touching him, and that 
his sceptical spirit is still in the earth. 

I was surprised next morning, when we were out at sea 
on the Teheran to find on board Norendronath Sen, whom 
I had seen at Adyar, still more to bear from him that 
while I was in the presence of the cabinet a sign ” had 
been given of which I took no notice. The young men 
bad told him that when I entered the room a bell rang in 
a place where there was no bell. I remarked only that 
it was unaccountable that my attention should not have 
been called to it at the time. This Mr. Sen, of the ‘‘ Indian 
Mirror,” was a relative of the Brabmo leader, Keshub 
Chunder Sen. That he did not have perfect faith in the 
Theosophic miracles was evident to me from the fact of 
his expressing regret that the movement should be per- 
mitted to be anything more than an ethical and religious 
reformation. He rather complained of myself and others 
who were interested only in the “signs and wonders,” 
being thus the means of preventing Theosophy from de- 
veloping into the great Reformed Religion of India. He 
was an intelligent man, and I received from him a clear 
idea of the causes which had given so-called Theosophy its 
success. While Madame Blavatsky Lad, in my opinion, 
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no real interest in the moral and religious “ regeneration ” 
of India, and would I think have sympathized with my 
own dislike of the Christianizing propaganda, these schol- 
arly Hindus were dreaming of an ideal religion built out 
of their own history and literature. And it was an event 
whose importance we western people can hardly compre- 
hend when there appeared from America this company of 
people who had abandoned every form of Christianity, 
taken up their abode in India to lead in the work of at 
once rehabilitating and revising these ancient systems, and 
pointed Hindus and Buddhists to their own scriptures 
and j)rophets as fountains of faith and hope. They natu- 
rally gained a hold on the hearts of these people, and in 
a few years moved and attracted them more than did the 
Christian missionaries in as many centuries. 

I have spoken of Dr. Hartmann of Colorado. In Co- 
lombo the chief priest Sumangala told me he had re- 
ceived from “ Colonel ” Olcott of New York a request for 
“permission” to administer pansala to Dr. Hartmann, 
and had granted it. Pansala means the five precepts of 
Buddhism, and their administration to any individual 
means his initiation into the higher grade of Buddhism. 
This ceremony had been performed in Madras by “ Colo- 
nel” Olcott. In the midst of a circle of devout orien- 
tal people stood these two Americans. The one repeated, 
the other responded to, the ancient and solemn for- 
mula, “I take refuge in Buddha! I take refuge in re- 
ligion ! I take refuge in truth ! ” Before the assembly 
Dr. Hartmann pledged his honour to observe the five 
precepts, — to abstain from theft; to abstain from lying; 
to abstain from taking life ; to abstain from intoxicating 
drinks; to abstain from adultery. The spectacle, two 
Americans abandoning Christianity and adopting an 



MME. BL.\VATSKrS “GL^VMOUR” 205 

oriental religion, lonclied llio Iliniln imagination. It tvas 
unique, even among tho anomalies of theological Instorj*. 

But Jlmc. Blavatsky vras iiot a woman of imagination, 
she as a woman of tho world. It is said that sho ran 
away from her Bussian homo in girlliood to travel with a 
circus, and she appeared to mo as an actress trained by 
many adventures to a morbid clesiro to sway men. "With- 
out beauty, sho made tho most of her wit, and had man* 
aged to get a few able snen to commit themselves to her 
magical pretensions. Possibly sho possessed somo of tho 
power now called hypnotic.” When I met Mrs. Anno 
Besant, whom I had so long known as a freethinker, after 
her conversion to Tlicosophy, I told Jicr what Mme. BlavaU 
slcy had said to mo about its being all “ glamour.” Mrs. 
Besant said that “glamour” implied a gooil deal; to make 
ono see a person in ono's room, oven if there was no person 
there, was a marvellous power. But sho thought I must 
liavo been mistaken in thinking madamc had added “ that 
is tho whole of it.” 

Mrae. Blavalsky’s fault as a lhaumaturgist was too 
great eagerness to capture distinguished people. I was 
told at Bombay that slio had to givo up her residence 
there by the exposure of her effort to deceive tho princo 
(now Edward VII), and a daring attempt at fraud in 1882 
no doubt led to her leaving Calcutta. About this latter 
affair I w.as able to ascertain tlio facts, 

I had brought a letter of intioduction from a leading 
barrister in London, Charles C. Macrae, to an eminent 
English ofiicial in Calcutta, Commissioner Broughton, 
who with his wife, a lady distinguished in society, were 
persons whom hime. Blavatsky naturally desired to have 
in her train. Mr. Broughton told mo tho story of tho 
collusion between Mme. Blavatsky and Mr, Eglinton 
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(a London “ medium/’ who had been holding seances in 
Calcutta) to impose on his wife and himself. The facts 
were subsequently written for me in detail by him and arc 
curious enough to be placed on record in the Blavatsky 
annals. 

3 OcTRAM St., Calcutta. 

Mr DE.Ui Sir, — I am happy to tell you all I know 
about the letter said to have been brought from the 
Vega, and as some of the passengers are now hero I 
showed your letter to them, and enclose their respective 
accounts. My wife is in Europe, and may write to you 
herself. I have sent these letters to her, with your own. 
With regard to my own knowledge of the transaction, I 
was in Calcutta, and a friend was staying witli me, — 
Mr. H. Blanford, a Fellow of the Royal Society and licnd 
of the Meteorological Department, a practical man, not 
I think disposed to judge ^^Tongly one way or the other. 
We both know' ]Mrs. Gordon, the lady to w’liom Mr. Eglin- 
ton wrote, or s.ays ho wTote, from the Vega while at sea, 
and I am on friendly terms with her, as is !Mr. Blan- 
ford, to the best of my belief. She called at my house a 
day or tw'o after the Vega had loft Colombo, and ])ro- 
duced a letter, an envelope, and two or three card-!. 
The letter w'as from Mr. Eglinton ; it was not in the en- 
velope, but was attached to it by a string in the ef)rner, 
which W'as also passed through the corners of the canL'. 
These cards liad writing upon them, wliioh we w'ere told 
was the writing of jMme. BI.av.atsky, then at Poona ; the 

writing on the cards referred to 
tlie eojjtents of the letter. 'I’h*' 
envelope had three cro !-!.>•; upoti 
it in the potjitions I lirtvo indi- 
cated. Mrs. Gordon stated that the-:e lett*’r^ h.ul lut-n 
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bronglit to her tlio <lay before by wlj.it nro c.ille(l “ astral ” 
incaai, having l)ccn conveyed from Iho Vega — then on the 
n-ay from Coloinljo to Aden — first to Poojia, and then 
from Voona to her reildencc In Ilonrah, a Rubnrb of 
C.ilcntta. I have not the allgliteit doubt that ^^rs. Gordon 
finuly WUcvotl this, and I am under the impression tliat 
she believes it stiHi but I hare not had tho plc.isuro of 
meeting her for some time. Mr. Rlanfonl and I, however, 
YontnrtHl to ash a few gentlemen as to the circninstinccs 
under wliich tho letters made their api>earanrc at llonrah, 
and tho readies led ns to fonti an opinion tliat tlio lady 
might have been imix)sc<l upon- 

The circnmstinccs, which were, I believe, considered to 
amount to strong proof in favour of tho “astral ” thcorj*, 
were published in a ]n|>cr called tho “ Psychic Notes,” 
which for a sliorl perio^l in tint year l:ad bccji pnblislicd, 
I think weekly, in Calcntti. 

I wrote to my svife, and sent tl>is account, snhstan* 
tially as I have now stated it, to her; and sljc replied 
that Jfr. Eglinton had brought a letter to her to bo 
marked, that it had a cross upon it, that she was asked 
to mark another or others, and that she did ko, crossing 
the first cross in this manner. 

I will add that wljcn my wife 
left Calcntti I accompanied her, 
with some otlicr passengers, in 
a steam launch, and she embarked on bo.inl tbo Vega at 
Piatnond Harbour or thcrealK>uts, some hours’ run from 
Calcxilta. I was tho bearer of a letter to Mr. EgVmton. 
It was given to mo for him by ]\trs. Gonlon, I think, but 
I won’t bo positive, and of conrso I do not know by 
whom it was written. I gave it to Mr. Eglinton, who was 
playing a rubber in tbo smoking-room wbon wo arrived 
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at the ship. I took leave of him, and have never seen 
him since. I had known Mr. Eglinton ; he was in the 
habit, when in Calcutta, of giving exhibitions of his 
powers at private houses for a fee. He generally dined 
at the house, and the company afterwards adjourned to 
a darkened room, where musical-boxes played and tam- 
bourines were thumped by, as it was said, mysterious 
agencies. He came to our house in this way, but nothing 
occurred. I think he considered it a failure. 

Mr. Sinnett we do not know. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

L. P. Delves Broughton. 

Mrs. Broughton says in her letter (October 24, 1885) ; 
“ When Mr. Eglinton brought me the envelope it had 
one cross upon it, and I said in a vague way, ‘ Let me see, 
how shall I mark it ? ’ whereupon Mr. Eglinton promptly 
proposed I should make a second cross + -j- so, 

which naturally decided me not to do so, and no doubt 
in this consisted ‘ the bad behaviour ’ Mr. Sinnett spoke 
to you of. As Mr. Eglinton found occasion to open the 
envelope I had marked, it seems singular he should not 
have found it worth while to tell me he had done so. He 
made an unfortunate mistake in referring the matter to 
me at all, as he did not find me the pliable being he ex- 
pected ! ” 

Mrs. Broughton was travelling to London with friends, 
— Mr. and Mrs. W. K. Eddis and Mr. A. Wilson. Letters 
from these gentlemen were enclosed to me by the Brough- 
tons. They were elicited by my report to them of an 
explanation sent me by my friend Mrs. Caroline Gor- 
don, a devout Spiritualist, who before her husband (an 
officer) was transferred to Calcutta attended my chapel 
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in London. Sho had learned from Mr. Eglinton that 
after the envelope was marked by Mrs. Broughton, he con- 
cluded to enclose a note to Mme. Blavatsky in it, and put 
the contents into a new envelope ; but it was late (why 
the haste ?) and he could not find Mrs. Broughton, so he 
marked the envelope liimself ! Of all this, however, not 
a word was heard from Eglinton during the rest of the 
voyage, — not even when ho was held up to ridicule on 
the Vega, where a letter was brought on board at Graves- 
end from Mr. Broughton saying that the envelope had 
three crosses ; for the matter had been the talk of all 
the passengers. That Eglinton had not in any mark im* 
itated Mrs. Broughton’s asterisk Mrs. Gordon (sincere as 
she was credulous) ascribed to his strange ignorance of 
teat-conditions. Eglinton was no idiot. Like Mme. Bla- 
vatsky ho was an actor, and I was told that in Calcutta 
they affected contempt of each other’s pretensions. 

“jSIy wife,” writes Mr. Eddls, “was sitting by Mrs. 
Broughton when EgUnton read to her the letter he was 
going to send by astral means. Both noticed at the time 
that there was not one word in the letter which might 
not have been written in Calcutta before the steamer 
started, — not a single allusion to anything which had 
occurred since we left Colombo, wliich would have put 
suspicion out of the question.” These ladies were too 
witty to point out to the Spiritualist this defect in his 
letter, and allowed him to go on digging the pit into 
which he and Mme. Blavatsky fell. 

One evening at a dinner company at the Salisbury 
Hotel, London, where Mr, Sinnett was present, I asked 
him how be could explain that Blavatsky-Broughtou inci- 
dent. He answered, “It is a long story, but I can say 
this much ; Mrs. Broughton behaved very badly.” 
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One day when I was at the house of General Pitt Rivers 
in London » Colonel ” Olcott called. The Hon. Mrs. Pitt 
Rivers, one of whose sons had been a believer in Theoso- 
phj, repeated the story of the attempted fraud on the 
Broughtons and asked him to explain it. “Colonel” 
Olcott answered, “Your question implies the possibility 
of a collusion between the Theosophists of India and Mr. 
Eglinton, and before such a suggestion I am dumb.” It 
was the best — indeed, the only — reply that could be 
made, and Mrs. Pitt Rivers tried in vain to get any other. 
But the evasions of Sinnett and Olcott prove the truth of 
what Mme. Blavatsky saiddn a letter to Mme. Coulomb, 
when the latter resolved to expose her tricks, “ God him- 
self cannot take out of my hand those who believe in me.” 

That Mme. Blavatsky without beauty or wealth should 
be able to bind men to her proves that she possessed some 
of those “ occult ” qualities in which Lord Bacon finds 
the secret of success. I do not believe that she was char- 
acteristically crafty or shrewd. Although she had ex- 
hibited art in her confession to me, she afterwards made 
a blunder about it by getting a premature explanation 
printed in England. I had not reported or used what she 
said, but only had it under consideration when I saw it 
stated in some paper, on her authority, that the answer 
she gave me was what she was directed by her “ Guru ” 
to give ! She was imprudent also in allowing some of 
the earlier signatures of the chief Mahatma, as “ Kot- 
thume,” to remain in circulation after the change to 
“ Koothoomi.” One of her young disciples, Mohini, ex- 
hibited a sort of book-mark (“ Kotthume ”) once given 
him by Mme. Blavatsiry in a company at my house in 
Bedford Park, London, and unwittingly confirmed tlie 
belief that the name was made up of Olcott-Hume ; the 
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ch.in^ to “Ivootliootni** having hccn nindo n'» a hetler 
<li<gujso of tlic combination. (Sir M’llliam Hunter told mo 
in Calcutta that in cither form the name is outside all 
analogies of any language ever kno^rn in India.) 

I rcjKat my conviction that Mmc. Rlavatslcy's impos* 
turcs Were not for tlio jmrjKv^e of getting money. At 
times she lavished all the money she had on some scheme 
to nmarc a dislingnishe<l j>crton or secure an influential 
follower. 

The silent woman at the Adyar table was Mmc. Cou- 
lomb, who soon after made the fatal revelations concern- 
ing Mtne. lllaratshy's tricks. The Trench woman, I am 
now certain, was rc<olvo<l that if nny attempt to impo«o 
on me wero ma<Ic she would w.am me. Slio Jiad already 
ceased to Ik* an assistant, and It is |>o««iblo that Mine. 
Jllavatshy's explanation to me, th.at her mysterious famil- 
iars had just forbidden further correspondence through 
the miraculous cabinet w.as duo to Mine. Coulomb’s with- 
drasval of Iicr connivance. The awful conflict svas even 
then going on In secret, and I did not suspect the extent 
of Mme. Illavatsky’s histrionic powers tmtil the publi- 
cation of her letters to her jMinitcnt accomplice revealed 
that during all that time when she was bo serenely pre- 
siding at her table, and conversing with mo bo merrily, 
bIio was just over a rumbling volcano threatening cverj* 
instant to Imrst out willi ruin to her wlioio empire in 
India, llosvcvcr, it is more prolwble that Mme. Illavatslcy 
would not in nny ease Ims'O attempted to convert me ; she 
must have heard from her London friends tliat I was so 
exacting in evidence, about all auch wonders, ns to bo 
a hopeless case. IVIiat abo really wished was, I think, 
to forestall tlio ugly reports nliout licr that I was likely 
to hear in Calcutta and Bombay, and by her personal 
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cordiality and hospitalities to me induce me to talk of her 
in a friendly way among our mutual friends in London. 
I was indeed in a tolerant spirit towards Spiritualism, 
having found so many excellent people who were made 
happy by it, and I regarded Theosophy as simply Spirit- 
ualism in a fez. 

The letters written by Mme. Blavatsky to Mme. Cou- 
lomb to persuade her or to threaten her silence are nu- 
merous and unquestionably genuine. The French woman 
could no more have written anything in them than she 
could have written Browning’s “ Mr. Sludge, ‘ the Medi- 
um,’ ” and, moreover, the originals were opened to public 
inspection in a community where Mme. Blavatslcy’s pecul- 
iar handwriting was well known. It is due, I think, Mme. 
Coulomb’s inability to have them printed anywhere except 
in an obscure Madras magazine, that the strange situation 
revealed in the correspondence has not attracted the atten- 
tion of some novelist or playwright. Every sentence in 
the Blavatsky letters is born of a life-and-death struggle. 
Her alternate wrath and soft persuasiveness, her audacity 
and her ingenuity, reveal wonderful powers, and remind 
me of the ablest subtlety and invective I have ever heard 
at the bar. 

I received from Mme. Coulomb in London a long and 
piteous letter showing that the publication which ended 
Mme. Blavatsky’s thaumaturgy in India had a terrible 
recoil on herself. The disclosure she made was certainly 
conscientious. She had met Mme. Blavatsky in Cairo, I 
think, and being a Catholic was easily persuaded that the 
Theosophic miracles were genuine. She and her husband 
invested all the money they possessed, — a considerable 
sum, — and after they discovered that some things re- 
quested of them were of doubtful honestj^, the two French 
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people had no means at all of recovering their money or 
of liMOg except by receiving support at the Theosophic 
headquarters JIme Couloml) was a believer m super 
naturalism, she nal^ cly sa} s that sho did not mind very 
much tho deceptions worked on Hindus because they 
already bclicied such miracles, but when tho frauds began 
to impose on English people she could not stand it ‘ The 
situation was thus really unique In order to reveal tho 
whole thing and publtsli all tlio letters that Mme Bla 
vatskj had written to her, poor Mme Coulomb had to 
confess that she had been an accomplice, and also lose all 
tbo money that sho and her hu^and had invested m tlic 
concern She was thus a sort of mart} r She was reduced 
to pauperism, for I do not bclicvo that tlio missionary 
magazine which published llic letters paid her oven a pit 
tance for them , and what became of her I know not 

On our way from Madras to Calcutta a Stmdaj morn 
mg was occupied b) 2Ir Muller of Bristol, who bad gamed 
celebrity bj carrying on a sort of religious hospital there 
which ho claimed was supported by prayer alone Miss 
Mary Carpenter and JIiss Frances Power Cobbo had dis 
covered tho imposture of that claim, which indeed all 
intelligent people well knew, tho scandal being that so 
many subscribers lent themselves to the pious fraud 
Muller, wliom I had some curiosity to see, preached the 
most repulsive sermon tliat I ever heard His theme was 
tho blessing of those whose “sin is covered'' (Ps xxxii, 1) 

^ In ter loUer to me Mme Coolomt t tlerly complains of a {gentleman 
vbo repa d her effort to tare I im from a deception by ass sting in her 
rum I do not tb ok that ever since the world began there has been an 
impostor like Madame Blaratsky 1 am not asl anted to be called a The 
osophiat and would I were able to devote m} t me to it bnt what I would 
1 ke very nmeb would be to tear oat of my life the page that concerns my 
life V tb Madame Blaratsky 
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and lie asserted that if a man or woman were only believ- 
ers in the blood of Christ, the Almighty did not see their 
sins at all. Whatever crimes or villainies they had done, 
they were entirely hidden under the name of Christ, and 
the aU-seeing eye would never look beyond that covering. 
After this sermon I was conversing on deck with a' num- 
ber of educated Hindu gentlemen who were astounded 
that any preacher could talk in that way. There were 
three or four of these educated Hindus, and they were 
unanimous in the opinion that if any such doctrine as 
that were really to get into the mind and heart of any 
large number of Hindus, *the amount of crime that would 
ensue would be unimaginable. I told them that the fruits 
of such preaching were already visible in England, but 
that fortunately very few preachers could be found even 
in the most ignorant conventicles to believe such stuff, and 
that the masses of English and American people got their 
morals mainly from the law courts. 

To those who like myself desire to preserve and con- 
tinue aU the varieties of religion in their own structural 
development^ it is a satisfaction to realize the extent to 
which the literalism of missionaries prevents their doing 
much real harm. . 



CHAPTER XI 


Calcutta ~Keshnb ChanderSca and liu death— Jogendra Cl andra Gboih 
and Pos tiTum— iloioomdsr and Dr Tyndall — Exposition — Uoly 
pictures — Miracle plays aodllindu theatres — Kal ghat festival — bir 
l\tlhain Iltinter — Aletnied fakir — Kali— Salvation Array — Enter 
tainmcnt by Prince Furrolc Sliah—ChnsUan errors about idols — A 
dream intemew vrith KaK 

I REACHED Calcutta just m time to bo present at tbo 
banquet in celebration o( tbo one liundrcdth annivcr 
sar) of the Rojal Asiatic Socictj of Bengal Its president, 
tbo vicoro} (Marquis of Ripon), was a Catholic The 
Catbobca often sccuro fraternal relations with peoples of 
dark complexion wlioro Protestants fail Tbo viceroy bad 
already sliot^n tbo Catholic spmt by a disposition to 
lucludo natitc gentlemen further in the affairs of India, 
and was entertaining mixed colours at tbo vice regal table 
Ho made an excellent epcccb, ns also did tbo Hon Mr 
Ilbert and Dr (afterwards Sir) IVilham "IV Hunter 
On ray waj from Madras I travelled with tbo Brabmo 
minister, Protap Cliunder Mozoomdar, wbo told mo that 
I would find their cliicf, Ivcsliub Chunder Sen, much 
expanded intellectually sinco bo was in London But on 
am\al at the ■wharf we learned that Sen was dead His 
folfowcrs gaao vent to tfioir grief in utterances rather 
startling A disciple in “New Dispensation” wrote that 
their “ master ” had been killed by ” the poisonous darts 
of unbelief, indifference, and disobedience which were 
repeatedly levelled against him ” Thus the light that 
was shining in darkness, and the darkness knew it not, 
was suddenly extinguished , thus the Son of God had been 
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crucified a second time, tliough in a novel fashion, but no 
less cruel and corrupt than the first.” “ Have we called 
our Master the Son of God? Yes. He came first to 
show us the Father, and now he came again to show us 
the Mother.” All this shows that the movement of Sen 
had mingled with the Hinduism, toward which it had re- 
lapsed, Christian modes of thought and expression. One 
who knew him intimately declared to me that his death 
was an unconscious suicide ; he was killed by Yoga. This 
idea of spiritual sanctification and absorption, taking the 
form of ecstatic austerities, reducing the food necessary to 
nourish his large frame and sustain his labours, resulted 
in elephantiasis. Mr. Dali, the American Unitarian mis- 
sionary in Calcutta, who loved Sen, told me that the scene 
at his death was very painful. When he (Dali) entered 
the room a devotee sat at his head crying in a mournful 
voice, “ Hari, Hari ! ” [name of Chaitanya’s “ Salvation 
Army” god centuries ago]. His son, weeping continu- 
ally, called “Baba, Baba! ” Sen’s mother asked mourn- 
fully, “ What have I done, that thou shouldst suffer such 
agony ? ” The dying man said that this agony was the 
apparently stern face of his Divine Mother, and that he 
saw her countenance full of love and beauty. A Singing 
Apostle sang in the room hymns that are thus translated : 

I. If possible, O beloved, remove this cup, yet not 
my will but thine be done. In this dire distress, body, 
mind, and life are thine. Do with them as Thou wilt 
only ; with clasped hands I ask for this blessing, — Grant 
unto me peace, patience, and strength. 

II. In the darkness of peril, Mother, what a frightful 
look is Thine. The body trembles at that terrible counte- 
nance. In the midst of the dismal ground of cremation 
Thou seemest to be dancing in the armour of battle. 
Thy intelligent form, deep in its immensity, appears tinged 
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with blood. But, Mother, in thy inward nature there is a 
deep ocean of lovo that surges constantly. What fear then ? 
3»Iother, I have found Theo out, — Thou art that Merci- 
ful, Infinite Ocean of Love. 

It is curious to observe in this second hymn the picture 
of Kali dancing that terrible danco which threatened uni- 
versal destruction, which Siva, her lord, could arrest only 
by casting himself beneath her feet. Ono can liardly 
fail to appreciate the power of that faith which had found 
even that most dreadful imago the mask of the maternal 
spirit in tho universe. 

In ono of tho Brahmo annuals was an article on the 
“Divine Mother” in which tho writer expresses his belief 
that Brahmos ought to call god their Mother instead of 
Eather. Ho says: “Tho Christian ^ladonna and Hindu 
Amba convey all that is holy.” Amha is now a general 
Hindustani word for mother but it is also tho name of a 
nijihological character. Sho was tho reverse of that which 
is conveyed in tho term mother. Sho was disappointed in 
her affections, and retired to a forest, whero sho concen- 
trated all her heart and soul into prayer for ono thing. 
That was that sho might obtain revenge on tho king who 
had been tho means of her disappointment. Siva, god of 
destruction, heard her; but he could not grant her prayer 
so long as she was a woman. Sho ascended tho pile, was 
burned, and bom again as a man. In that form revenge 
was obtained ; the author of her misfortune was pierced 
with arrows.^ It seems thus that the Madonna carried 
to India by the early missionaries had gradually become 
associated with fierce Kali, who is at least better than tbo 

^ Amba means mang;0i in tLe dlctloniiries, and it seems tliat this curtons 
myth of the TiodlctiTe woman turned man was of onomatopoetic origin : 
ambya, the yonn^ mango, is feminine ; am, the fnU-grown mango, is mas- 
culine. 
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masculinized Amba. It is a necessity of Theism to see 
E\'il as a mask of Good, but it is not pleasant to find tlio 
Madonna in sucbcompanj-, as she is almost the only diGno 
being of human imagination absolutely ^vithout any frown 
at all. 

The Brahmo Somaj was indeed not ver}* different from 
early Christian Unitarianism. That heresy, however, was 
develojDcd among learned and aristocratic people in Eng- 
land and America who could have no conception of the 
ascetic ideas associated with piety among tlie poor Hindus. 
Indeed, I well remember that after ministering to the. 
humble Methodists in Maryland I was rather sliocked, on 
joining the Unitarians in Boston and Cambridge, to find 
them so luxurious. Keshub Chunder Sen, when he came 
to London, suffered chiefly by the grand fetes given to 
him. He told me that at the first fashionable dinner 
part}’’ every dish of meat seemed to him a cooked baby. 

It Avas on account of the increasing Christ iani.'^m of 
Keshub Chunder Sen that the separate society was formed, 
— the Sandbaran Br.ahmos. I had some conversation with 
their vener.ablc President Peb. He said that the society 
was simply tbcistic .and rationalistic. It was entirely free 
from ceremonies and superstitions, and in symj)athy with 
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numstcnn;:^ to n mtivo gcntlcmnn llio I’osiUvist Sicn* 
merit of Mnturrtj* (Miturity t!io of fort} two) 
Tiio gcnllcnnn iinltntc<! on tins occinon nns Jogcmln 
Chituln GIiosli Mr Gliosli wn a ver) ntlncli\c pen 
tlermn, well as a scliolir nn«l a writer of alnlitj* Ills 
contributions to tlio “C-ilcutta Kccicw” nntl liis pnmjililcts 
show mister} of llio I'nphsli linptnpo mil cnmjirclicnsno 
kaminp Tlie cercinon} was belt! in a room of tlic Ilritish 
Iiultan Associntion Sixteen wen? present (all men), Mr 
Cotton, Mr I onlrcc, and m\s<l( lieinp ibo onl} wliito 
j'crsons The ofliciil pntst of ibe Gliosli fimtl} was con 
spicuoiis llns icnonlde Ilnbmin wis alluded to b} 
Mr Colton m Ins nmitkiUle iddrcss on tins tbc firbt 
occasion of llic Umd tbit had occumil in Indii Mr 
Cotton iUte<l that ho hid asl cd ind reecind from Dr 
Conpreso (I/mdou), lus sujicnor, jvcmnssion to adinin 
tstcr tins rite rosittsism, ho said, was in siinpith} with 
reipeet for nncestnl idcis **‘\Vc come not to send a 
swonl ni»on the cirlh, hut j»eaco and so tlio ceremonial of 
tixla} IS not like the idministration of i Christian sicn 
merit, which would hue the effect of ilicmtinp }ou [Mr 
Ghosh] from iho just ind from ill the surrouiidinps of 
}Our onlinir} life *’ After Mr Ghosh hid elibontcl} 
stated his rea«ons for ndopting Positiwsm, Jus Ilnhmin 
priest fcliciLitcd him corxliall}' in almost cquilly good 
Knglisli 1 hid rcid Sir AUrcil Ljrill s stitcmcnt of tho 
absorliinp jKiuirof llnhtninism, and it occurred to mo 
that a Brilimin Positnism might some dij arise, and 
Auguste Comto bo mother nsitir of Vishnu I siul this 
to the eminent Dr Kajcndrahila Mitn, who reminded 
mo tint threo great 8}Htcms of tho Kiat were fundimcn- 
till} atheistic, — Iluddhism, Jainism, and tho Sinkji 
phdosoph} The beautiful Jam Temple in Calcutta, 
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whose lord is a wide-awake Buddha, is attended by 
Brahmans, one of whom, who showed me through it, 
stopped to say in it his prayers. In answer to my in- 
quiry he said, “I can say my prayers anywhere.” ' 

The Brahman family priests are largely occujned in 
performing ceremonies and invocations over the food, etc., 
of those wealthy enough to employ them. They may be 
seen in every Rajah’s garden, relieving each other’s watches 
in the unbroken incantation over him day and night. I 
observed from my window a priest in a garden engaged in 
spiritual exercises over dish after dish brought out before 


^ From time to time I corresponded with Jtr. Ghosh. Ilis Inst letter 
(April 8, 1901) being, as I think, characteristic of tho typo of thinker 
likely to be doreloped in tho Indian universities, an extrnet is subjoined : — 

“I send you herewith a pamphlet of mine which contains a reprint of 
your article in tho Glasgoxo Herald. 

“ Tour letter brought mo sad nows : tho death of Mrs. Conway. Dnt per- 
haps I should bo wise not to recall tho p.ast to yon wlion time miglit have 
brought to you any relief. Only wo orient.al people arc so tied up to 
homo that homo-matters rivet our attention very much, and such mil- 
fortunes oscito our strongest sympathies. 

“I am ashamed to confess that I have not road your English edition of 
Tom Paine. Tho French book is sc.aled to mo. I wonder if your religious 
sentiments have turned towards Christian or farther off towards freer 
thought. I continue to stand fast by Coroto’s teaching and my own Hindu 
antecedent. I ought not to judgo between Positivism, Brahmoisin, and 
Hinduism. I am not in favour of the Indian form of Cliristian religion. I 
am afraid Ikija Rammohun Roy was swayed a littlo loo much by his Per- 
sian culture and his personality, or rather his traditions ; and tho visllde 
grandeur of Christian domination led away Keslmb Chnndor.Sen. Keshnh. 
as your account shows, made a feeble attempt to reconcile his opinions 
with Ilindnism, and failed. I do not know If you mado the aequaint-anre of 
P.andit Iswar Ciiandra Vidya-S.agar. If you did you would 1 m In n pois- 
tion to judgo whether Positivism is not more suited for ri-construction of 
Hinduism than cither Cliristi.an or Parliamentary Government. 

"Your kind eflorts for famine-stricken India are very tonrhing to my 
mind. But as the Hindu proverb says, it is like drops of dew fur ft s*"'* of 
B.alt wator.” 
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being conveyed to tho brcalcfast-table, — perhaps the 
origin of the Briton’s graco before meat. It rrould appear 
that tho Brahman Pandit is without hostility to any philo- 
sophical views of his employer that do not affect the latter’s 
relation to the ceremonial machinery of which tho Pandit 
is a part. 

There was already a good deal of speculation in Cal- 
cutta as to the probable successor of ICeshub Chtindcr Sen. 
A name frequently mentioned was that of Slozoomdar, 
well known in England and America, between w'hich and 
India he seemed to oscillate. Mozooradar, in appearance 
tho typical “ mild Hindu,” spoke good English, and like 
his chief, Keshub Chundcr Sen, got his first London 
hearing in my chapel. But IMozoomdar showed towards 
us afterwards a slijncss that was natural though rather 
droll ; although ours w.as the only Unitarian society which 
had renounced tho Christian name, largely because it 
excluded other religions, a Brahmo apostio in England 
needed many pulpits, and these could bo supplied only 
by Unitarian Christians. I continued on friendly terms 
personally with Mozoomdar. lie was really in spirit no 
Hindu at all, but a preacher of average English Unita- 
rianism. 

Mozoomdar’s great trouble was tho extent to which 
educated Young India, in casting off the old deities, set 
nothing in their place. Ho longed to obtain in England 
some scientific patronage of his Theism, and requested me 
to arrange for him an interview with Tindall, my memo- 
randum of which I conclude to insert here. 

The interview took place at the Royal Institution. W e 
three were alone, and Mozoomdar, after alluding to the 
high reputation of Tyndall in India, said, “ I feel the need 
for a few axioms of religion.” Tyndall said, “ Should we 
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religious sentiment mould itself ’ On liciring this 
MozoomiHr stretched forth liis Innd to TyiuHll, %\ho cor- 
dnllj grasped it 

I Ind not met Moioomdir flinco tint intcrvicvr (1874) 
until wo tm\cllcd together from Madras to Calcutta 
AVo had a good deal of conacrsation, hut could not reach 
anj kind of agreement because his demand was for a de 
monstrably working, miiio for n lo\ able, dcitj IIo wished 
to clear away the gods and goddesses of India as so many 
idols, but who was responsible for the ignorance from 
which thej grew? And what was his own ono Brahmo 
deity but all of those nature gods consolidated into one, 
— that one responsible for all the cruel and dcstnicti\o 
forces represented by Sira and Kali ? Once he said to me, 
“ Is there anj thing at all that you reverence ? ” “ Yes,” 
I replied, “a lovelj and lovable woman, a sweet child, a 
man of wisdom, a mind consecrated to pure reason, a true 
and loving heart ” Mozoomdar tried to persuade me tint 
nil these beautiful qualities were deep in the heart of his 
dynamic, universal, omnipotent dcitj , I could not see 
love in cancers, Indian famines, etc, but was as tender 
as I could be with the faith of this Hindu so pathetically 
anxious to huild up a new religion for his race * 

The great Exposition at Calcutta was open, and Sir 
A^’’illiam Hunter, the director, ga\c mo facilities for see 
ing it, even including mo among the few men admitted on 
the day reserved for Hindu ladies Among these ladies 
were about a dozen “ converts ” belonging to a Clinstian 
Homo in Calcutta They had a costume of their own, and 
grouped themselves apart Their unconverted sisters in 

1 P C irozoomdar did preach to Keshoh Chonder Sen a pnlpit -with 
vhat Bsceesa I knov not Susce this Tolamo was in press I haro heard of 
his recent death. 
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passing by paused to gaze on tbe Christians with serious 
curiosity, and always with entire respect. The uniform 
of the converts — all fine looking — was a snowy white 
garment flowing from the neck, and a sort of long sash 
folding around the waist and also below it to the feet. 
The garment, though perhaps devised for modesty, was 
semi-transparent above the waist, and impressed me as 
less refined than the unconscious and childlike exposures 
of the unconverted ladies in their varied draperies. These 
multitudes streaming along the corridors and from room 
to room appeared so full of sunshine and mirth that they 
seemed to be grown-up children ; they were found of play- 
ing little tricks on each other as they marched along, 
such as reaching over the shoulders before them to give a 
slight pull at the hair or clothing of some acquaintance, 
then gazing innocently away, and when detected breaking 
into laughter that was never loud but shook the entire 
form. It appeared to me that never in England or Amer- 
ica or Australia had I seen so many happy female faces 
as in that Exposition where they were gathered from many 
regions. 

In the Indian section four boys were weaving a carpet, 
whose colours were shuttled musically. A man sat in front 
with a pattern in his hand, chanting each colour to be 
inserted. The boys responded in chorus, each with the 
colour he had to touch, and the little shuttles were selected 
deftly enough. This was a pretty instance of verse sweet- 
ening toil, and seemed to unite the beauty wrought by 
man with that which clothes the buttei’fly and flower. 

In the Calcutta section stood a group of life-sized Cath- 
olic images, and one morning I was moved to some reflec- 
tions by seeing a Hindu, duster in hand, trying to clean 
these sacred figures. He evidently found it dilScxilt. The 



L\ A CALCUTTA PUINT-SHOP 225 

groups of outlandish people crowding the Exposition were 
particularly attracted by these Christian images in blue 
and gold with their brass glories. 

It was a good place for ethnographical observations. 
There were a good many living representatives of tribes, 
but most of them were shown in life-sized models. There 
had been some difficulty in obtaining these models, and 
the effort to get an AIca for modelling had brought on 
a small war. A Babu was sent into the neighbourhood of 
Assar to find a tj'pical Aka, but the Aka locked him up, 
and it required a regiment and a skirmish to recover him. 

I gathered from the print-shops of Calcutta several 
popular pictures, — highly coloured, — among them the 
Goddess of Learning, who, with her Greek robe and pile 
of books, resembles some roedimval personifications of 
Grammar, Mahadar, bearing Sati on bis slioulder, — a 
giant with flowing beard and hair, toiling, staff in hand, 
between steep and rugged cliffs, — is a fair image of St. 
Christopher. Jagadbatri, the Universal Nurse, seated on 
her lion, recalls Una. Devaka, father of Krishna, flying 
with the new-born babe into the wilderness to escape King 
Kansa, is notable for tbe beautiful and exquisitely-haloed 
head of the child, which seems to have come from an old 
Italian canvas. But I shall have more to say of pictures 
presently. 

On the curtain of one of the Hindu theatres was a 
picture apparently of Adam and Eve. It was in a Parsi 
theatre, and would therefore represent the old Persian 
legends of the first parents of mankind, Meschia and 
Meschiane. In India “Adam” is now tbe ancient name 
of the first man ; but in the Sanskrit it was Adima, “ the 
first,” while the Hebrew Adam means “ red earth.” It is 
noteworthy that these sacred personages are often pic- 
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tured very fair, and generally with different complexions 
from those of the present oriental races. The houris of 
the Moslem Paradise are so called, not, as some suppose, 
because they are dark-eyed, but because they are fair. 

The theatres of India are of indigenous growth, and no 
doubt were originally formed to represent deeds of the 
heroes and divinities that still chiefly figure on its stage. 
Several plays of Shakespeare have been translated into 
Sinhalese, and in 1884 a company was rehearsing them 
in Colombo. But the old Star Theatre in Calcutta was 
occupied with Hindu Miracle Plays. The audience at first 
appears to be made up entirely of men, but presently one 
sees what seems to be a faded tapestry surrounding tlie 
amphitheatre; the figures, however, occasionally move, 
and are then discovered to be women. They are seated be- 
hind thinnest gauze, and are in just the same upper rows, 
separate from men, that women occupied in the ancient 
Greek theatre (Athenmus, xii, 534). 

The first play I saw was the combat of the hero Rama 
with the demon Ravana. (Ravana was a king of Ceylon 
who was demonized in India, and popularly given many 
heads, just as the Czar is in England, which sees his mi- 
raculous ubiquity in every villainy that occurs through- 
out Russia!) The performance opened with a chorus of 
nymphs beautifully draped, marching to and fro, singing 
an ancient ballad in praise of the hero. The terrible god- 
dess Kali was personated by a blackened man. She 2>ro- 
mises Ravana, the demon king of Lanka (Ceylon), her 
protection. Vibhi Shana, younger brother of Ravana, 
warns the demon of his fate. Ravana is heavily whiskered 
and ferocious, though he takes the hero’s side in the end. 
We pass to the forest where Rama invokes the goddess 
Durga. The nymphs sing around him in tlie forest. The 
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sensational scene is where Kama is about to tear out bis 
eye and ofTer it as a sacrifico to the goddess. Purga, thus 
far a wooden imago, starts forward, prevents this sacrifice, 
and promises to protect Kama’s wife, Sita, whom Ravana 
lias abducted and placed uith his daughter indaw. 

The conflict is for the rescue of Sita. ^Vlicn Ravana 
approaches, his daughter-in-law of course liidcs. A mes- 
senger warns Ravana of his peril. Ravana boasts that he 
lias a magic arrow, and cannot ho defeated. The mon- 
key god, however, in disguise of a holy fakir, manages 
to obtain tins arrow from R.a\-ana'8 wife. The combat 
between the hero and the demon caused excitement in tlio 
audience, but it was indicate<l oidy by low vocal utterances. 
IVhcn Ravana is dying in the forest Ills conqueror Rama 
and others ask him questions. They approacli and say he 
lias peculiar and occult knowledge, being a very aged king, 
and therefore will bo able to instruct tbc youthful Rama 
for Ills royal career. Ravana replies to him j “Thou art 
the incarnation of Gml, and const not learn anytliing of 
mo ; yet will I say to thee, ‘Be quick to do what is good, 
slow to do what is evil.’ All the good things I meant 
to do are now unavailing; I meant to build a stairway 
to heaven, to make tho salt ocean sweet." The wife of 
Rav.ana mourns over him and cries, “ After I have wor- 
shipped all tho gods and goddesses so long, this is the 
result.” Her adopted son consoles her by saying that 
since Ravana was killed by Rama, a divine being, he must 
necessarily go to Indra’s paradise. Rama then tells her that 
her husband will never die. Then we have tlio exciting 
episode in which Sit,a, suspected by Rama, casts herself 
into the fire. Rama, r.aving in liis anguish, is about to kill 
himself, when Agni, god of fire, withdraws tbe flames, and 
Sita rises in pure apotheosis; after which tho orchestra 
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plays “ God save tlie Queen,” and tlie audience silently 
retires. 

In the course of this play an incident occurred not set 
down on the programme. The Hon. Mr. Ilbert and a 
Babu who interpreted the play (Hindustani) for me were, 
with myself, the only occupants of the dress-circle. The 
manager of the theatre came up during an entr’acte and 
invited us behind the scenes. We readily accepted, when 
Mr. Ilbert, who supposed himself incognito, suddenly 
found himself the object of a patriotic demonstration. The 
Hindus had recognized the author of the famous Ilbert 
Bill for enlarging the rights of natives, and now Rama, 
Ravana, their retinues, and even their wives, came forward 
and prostrated themselves before the astonished states- 
man. The nymphs with the chorus stood round and made 
profound obeisance, and the god Angi said in good English, 

“ See, sir, even our women, ignorant as they are, have been 
moved with admiration of you, for your justice to our race, 
and desire to pay you homage.” Mr. Ilbert, abashed at this 
unexpected scene, after a brief acknowledgment, introduced 
me to the group in a flattering way as the compiler of an 
oriental Anthology, whereupon the manager exclaimed, 

“ This is Mr. Ilbert’s friend,” and straightway I had the 
honour of seeing Agni, Yibhi, Rama, and Ravana in their 
splendour and all the epical heroines kneeling on the floor 
before me I 

This incident behind the scenes was my nearest glimpse 
of the contemporary world in the Calcutta theatre. I was 
presently back in my seat near the women seated in ancient 
Greek fashion, while the actors just now kneeling to us, 
resuming their grandeur, bore me back to poetic visions of 
primitive man. Having before got the tale completely in 
my memory, it was so illuminated by the Puranic cos- 
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tumcs, tlic preordained movements of tlio performers, the 
miracles that seem so natural at a million years’ distance, 
that I found myself floating familiarly m immemorial 
time I \ias present at the birth and de>elopinent of 
deities and demons, saw them take the shape in which the} 
could engrave thcmsches indchblj on the human heart 
b} charming or temf} mg the senses 

Priesthoods of the great missionar} religions — Bud 
dhism, Christianism, Mohammedanism — account for the 
rapid diffusion of their 8}stcnis m the earth by claiming 
supernatural interposition and favour This is really a 
confession that no new religion could havo been spread 
among many millions in man} nations morel} by sermons 
The miracles undoubted!} occurred, but it was on the 
stage The “Miracle PIa}3” are so named with naivctd 
and truth It is onl} on the stage that demons and dragons 
are securely slam, and justice pievails, and virtue always 
triumphs over vice And it xs ou tlic stage that a great 
and faultless hero can bo developed from a striking per 
sonahty marching to the martyrdom where crown and 
lialo await him 

Paul reminds the Galatians (iii 1) that the execution 
of Christ had been set forth publicly before their eyes, 
and m that far Asiatic city, peopled from different races, 
it IS probable that a Buddhist theatre was used for the 
scene, — these two religions not having been enemies in 
those simple da}s 

In the thirteenth Tibetan tale translated by Anton von 
Schiefncr from the Kah Gyur, and by W R S Ralston 
from the German (Trubner’s Oriental Senes), there is a 
complete account of the play m which the Buddha saga 
was embodied, composed by an actor to please believers 
and “ convert unbeliev ers ” “ He pitched a booth m Raha 
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griga on the day when the festival of the Nagarajas Girika 
and Sundara was celebrated, and sounded a drum. And 
when a great crowd had collected he exhibited in a drama 
the above-mentioned in the life of Bhagavant (Buddha) 
in harmony with the Abhinishkramanasutra. Thereby the 
performers and the assembled crowds were confirmed in 
the faith. And they uttered sounds of approval, and he 
made a large profit.” But this actor, in order to impress 
the unbelievers, had made up two of his performers in the 
guise of eminent Bbikshus, — holy personages of rank, — 
adding a little fan, and these, angry at being taken off by 
the actor, put up a booth near his and performed a grander 
Bodisat play. As they were in disguise the actor followed 
them, and one turned on him and said, “ You wretch, who 
live by our art! as you have brought us on to the stage 
we will go to every place where you perform, and we will 
annoy you.” The actor craved pardon, because he got his 
living by his performance, and received it by giving up 
the whole of his receipts to the Bhikshus. 

The words of the Bhikshu, “ our art,” are significant. 
It appears that the offence was in a performance of the 
Buddhist Miracle Play by an unsanctified person for 
personal profit. Anything received by a Bhikshu was 
supposed to go to the holy brotherhood, — which in the 
Tibetan tale consisted of twelve. 

At the Parsi theatres all the female parts are acted by 
men, and it is wonderful how feminine they make them- 
selves. Over the drop scene in the Parsi theatre at Cal- 
cutta there was a portrait in which I was much interested, 
and found to my astonishment that it was meant for Shake- 
speare. The play was the opera of “ Nairung-Ishk.” The 
language used was Ghuzerati. It is a tale of apparently 
Persian-Mohammedan origin, and in it I discovered a re- 



A PARSt OPERA 231 

semblanco to our European Icgciul of tbo mother of 
Charlemagne In the first scene wo see two \erj }oung 
people — a sister ami a brother — who bewail their cruel 
treatment at the hanils of their ro^al stepmother The 
stepmother enters, ami is angrj at seeing them together 
This stepmother has a sou of her own She intends to kill 
the stepson, heir to her husbands throne, and haio her 
own son marrj the girl, m defiance of custom The girl, 
howc\cr, IS firm in her determination to resist this Thu 
twojoung people are ncxtnearl} staned, and repair to the 
tomb of their mother There they tell her what they ha^o 
to suffer, ami long to rest beside her The spint of tho 
mother rises out of her tomb and says to them, “ Bo patient, 
do not grieve so much Attend to what I sa} The tree that 
grows beside in} tomb has on it fruit, winch } 0 u must cat 
morning and c\ cning ’* TJicy cat this fruit and continually 
cat it Hie stepmother, seeing that they do not staric, 
makes her sou act as a sp> upon their mo\cnicDts He re 
ports how the} are obtaining food Tlio stepmother then 
pretends illness, and tells her husband tliat an astrologer 
declares she can be cured only by llic root of a tree ncai 
the tomb of his former wife The king, about to leaNC for 
tho w ars, consents that the tree should he pulled up b} tho 
roots When tho king has gone, tho stepmother orders a 
sla^e to take tho two young people into the jungloaud slay 
them When tho slave has taken them into tho junglo he 
reveals to them his errand, and sa} s ho will not slay those 
whom he has attended since their infanc} l^hc} implore 
him to cany out his instructions, their liv es being wretched 
Tho slave says, ** I will never kill } on , I ha\ e eaten salt 
with }ou, if you please you ma} kdl me I have an obc 
dient heart, and if } ou will, wo will fiy together and never 
return ” It is arranged, however, that ho shall return and 
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report tlieir death, and in parting he says, “ Happiness is 
not perpetual ; nor unhappiness. Be patient.” When he 
has left them, the two kneel and pray, concluding with 
the words, “ Almighty, we are faithful to thee ! ” As 
they wander they become hungry. The brother sees some 
animal, and proposes to kill it, but his sister says, “ We 
must not kill.” He replies, “Yes, for it is sent by God 
in answer to our prayer.” He fires at the animal, and kiUs 
it, but they have no means of cooking. He goes to beg 
a little fire. The sister remains alone. She bemoans the 
fate of the animal. “ Poor deer, your fate brought you 
near us, and you are dead. In the same way all will die.” 
As she sings this a serpent bites her and she falls sense- 
less. While she is in this condition robbers enter the for- 
est, and rob her of her jewels; but seeing that she is a 
beauty who would bring a good price, they desire to restore 
her. One of them has a charm from a serpent’s head, and 
with it cures her. She rises with the words, “ Why did 
you waken me from sleep ? ” They tell her what has hap- 
pened. She asks for her brother ; they tell her that he is 
near by at a house, and they will guide her to him. When 
she has gone, her brother returns, deploring that he had 
missed the road. At this moment the people from the 
city of the Yaman enter, and declare that he must be their 
king. Whenever the king dies, the stranger that first arrives 
must be made king. They bear him off by force, he calling 
for his sister. She meanwhile is a prisoner. One of the 
robbers falls in love with her, but she rejects him. Whilst 
they are together, the other robbers enter, showing their 
suspicion of their comrade’s good faith, which he allays 
by declaring she must be sold. She is sold in the city (for 
5000 rupees) to a hag, who takes her to a disreputable 
house, where she is compelled to sing for money. Whilst 
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tho brother, now king of Taman, is sorrowfully seeking 
bis sister, her beauty has attracted tlio son of tbo prime 
minister ; he in turn purchases her from tho hag. She tells 
him her sad storj’, and pleads with him against disgrace, 
when bo informs her ho had visited tho house only because 
he had discovered that an innocent person was a prisoner 
there. The father of this virtuous youth will not believe 
her story ; hut its truth is brought out, and the sister finds 
at once a noble husband and a royal brother. 

Another play that I saw in India was c.allcd “Indra 
Sabha," that is, “TIic Court of Indra.” Tho story is 
this. One day a celestial nymph of Indra’s court went out 
to walk, and saw lying on a scat a handsome prince. She 
falls in love with him, and summoning a demon bids him 
bring to her abode both tho prtneo and the ganlen seat 
on which ho slept. On tho prince’s awakening she con- 
fesses her love, and for a time all bids fair to go on hap- 
pily, but a demon informs Indra of this intrigue. Tho 
prince and the nymph are brought before tbo king of 
gods (Indra), who orders the prince to he thrown into a 
well-prisou, and the fairy to bo expelled from court. 
Bewailing her lover she wanders through Persia and Hin- 
dustan in the guise of a hermit. In this disguise she at 
length returns to Indra’s court. She exerts her powers 
of sweet song. Indra listens, is charmed, and orders the 
singer to he brought before him. On her repeating the 
song, he promises to grant her any favour she may ask. 
Siie thereupon throws off her yogi garment and begs for 
the release of her lover, the prince, which is granted. The 
charm in this piece was chiefly in the singing and dancing 
of the nymphs. 

At a Parsi theatre I saw a modem piece, — apparently 
a satire upon infant marriages. As the Parsis have long 
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followed the same custom, I infer that the play must have 
been written by one of the reformers who had caused a 
schism by demanding the release of woman from the or- 
deals to which she is subjected by Hinduism, and also the 
abolition of infant marriages. In this amusing little play 
a wealthy youth who had been married to a distinguished 
child had fallen into the hands of a fascinating woman. 
Among other things she dictates to him an exceedingly 
comical letter to his wife, stating that he was having a 
very pleasant entertainment where he was, but would come 
to her again when he got tired. 

On inquiring at Calcutta about the family of the famous 
Rammohun Roy, founder of Brahmoism (Theism) in In- 
dia, whose mission to England fifty years before was an 
event of historic importance, I learned that he was repre- 
sented by a grandson, Hurreinihun Roy, a wealthy gentle- 
man interested chiefly in a menagerie he had established 
on his estate, along with a circus ! Of course I went out 
to the circus, and at the entrance found a programme 
printed in the best style of “ English as she is spoke : ” 
“Look ! Look ! ! Look ! ! ! The unprecedented scene in 
Bengal. The Blossoming Rose, or the Daughter of Flowers. 
The Fairy Knohumkumni. The most attractive Young 
Equestrian in the New and Wonderful feats on the Pad 
Horse. A Boy of five years is the most attraction 1 ” 

As a matter of fact, a primary gymnastic school in 
London could show better acrobatic feats, and the horse- 
riding was comically commonjplace. The manager of the 
show, seeing me taking notes, came to me and apologized 
for the spectacle, saying that it was entirely by amateurs. 
On payment of a few additional pice I visited the me- 
nagerie, where there was a brass band that had an accom- 
paniment for each particular cry or growl of the animals. 
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I (lid not meet tlio grandson of Kammolmn Roy, to my re- 
gret, for I might have got some memoranda on “ heredity ” 
for my friend Sir Francis Galton. But after all, is it not 
natural that the progeny of infant marriages should often 
remain infants?* 

On the morning of Janwarj* 18, 1884, 1 sat for a time in 
the Council Chamber of the Indian Empress observing the 
large-headed viceroy sitting lieocath a portrait of Warren 
Hastings, and remarking other good heads surrounded by 
j>ortraits representing the continuity of British rule in 
India. After a time the ablest man among them, and the 
man best informed on Indian affairs, Sir William Hunter, 
was ready to accompany mo on an appointed expedition. 
This was to Kalighat, the ancient and original shrine of 
the goddess Kali, after whom Calcutta is named. It was 
the great annual fc3tiv.al of the Ilooghly River, whoso 
sanctity is associated with a divine being born of a hu- 
man virgin. 

It was hardly an hour’s drive from Calcutta to Kalighat, 
but on arrival the Council of Statesmen and Scholars in 
tlioir splendid h.alls wore as if removed to an inconceiv- 
able distance. The city of palaces seemed a thousand 
years away from this city of huts (sprung up, however, 
wthin a few days). These huts, massed together, were 
made of mud, leaves, grass, and amid them thousands of 
men, women, and children moved without rest. Are these 
huts enlarged ant-hills, and these hurrying swarms huge 
termites? But no; in a colony of ants all seem busy at 
something real — they are carrying loads or fighting an- 
other colony. But all this swarming and hurry of dark 
human forms seem aimless. No work is going on — none, 
that is, save an enterprising mendicancy, active and per- 
sistent enough to have secured wealth in other lines of 
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business ; but everybody is on the move, all are noisy, 
many frantic. It is as if a vast population were hag- 
ridden. So soon as we alighted from our wagonette two 
or three men speaking pigeon-English fastened on us, 
anxious to be our guides ; around our group over a hundred 
people of all ages and both sexes massed themselves, hold- 
ing out their small or large or skinny arms, and clamour- 
ing for “baksheesh.” We needed the guides simisly to 
clear a path before us, which they did by yells and blows. 
As we tried to move it was hardl}’’ possible to take a step 
without running down some of the innumerable children, 
whose only clothing was a bit of metal in the nostril, to 
which some added a string around the pit of the stomach. 
No Hindu deity or demon was ever more many-handed 
than each of these their worshippers. One boy of ten or 
twelve years, particularly urgent in his entreaties, supplied 
us with a naive specimen of some of these beggars. As 
we were nearing a point where many genuine sufferers 
were displaying their physical distortions and ailments, 
Sir William wanted some pice to distribute, and de- 
manded copper change for silver. On the instant the lad 
who had begged so piteously drew out a well-loaded 
money-bag, counted out the change, and instantly began 
again his whine for baksheesh. 

The first crowd that beset us became discouraged when 
they found that Sir W illiam knew their language and them 
perfectly, so our way through the throng became easier 
for a little time. We came upon several small shrines in 
small booths, in which rude effigies of aboriginal deities 
were huddled together in anomalous fashion. Beside the 
bloodthirsty Kali was Ganesa, god of wisdom ; on either 
side of these were the Linga; while before them were 
five large green pumpkins, each with green leaves on 
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tn]' tlio Linga npj>circ<l fit even ntcp, and 

liy no meins »o inucli convcnlioniJircd a' in tI»o temples 
In one or two in»tinccs it iris ntlitr sLirtling to ob'cno 
tlic depmj of rcill»m wji!j wlueh tlin Kun1>o!s of rcprinluc. 
t!nn I'm' diiplnnb It »een» aitmisMble for nnilwdv to 
K t tip a ml u^lt fignrr, mth K‘»^k1o eyes and monstrous 
(rotli.nll it }»t iIjo nirn/* of #otrio <l<itt, and pice for 
looking at it. Sir AVilUitn, Imvrt tcr^pinced onh at pliccs 
wliieli di«pliu-<l fonn« of tnitbolo^iril or arcln-ologjcil 
interc't. His ctplinitions of tliem to me — tlitir origin, 
ln«tori, m* min;; — were lj»t^*iud to l»\ onr pij;con»l'n"- 
li'li puiles altli nutc a-«tani*!iincnt They Ind at first 
attcinpUnl to pte us explinilion*, but wlicn llie^ found 
that tlifl Knplisbnnn prorenlcsl to divlose a I nowlcilgo 
infinittU l<uitid tbeir own, and lieanl tlic coinest bind 
of »yml>o1 niml into >ipnfie,iiiee, tluy were awcstnicK. 
•* ^Ve nnno* t<ll ton anttbinp »ir/* siid one 

Presently uc cinie to a lirjc, round, open budding, 
in llie cstilre of uideb wis a lingo ihij'ed fountnin, into 
wbiplt priests were casting flowcfn (inirigolds) and hdles 
of witer, and Inrsido vldch were figtms of a bull and tlio 
cleplnnt beaded Gincsi. Tliis was a comjiirtllteU quiet 
sj>o!, the jKwple .ilwiit it lK.ing fewer and more rcs|»cct- 
ablc. Sir Willnin g^lc iiio a clear and full cxplauition, 
ami wlnle be did so a group of nitiscs drew near; all 
\oie<s ceased; it was written on their faces tliat they 
nestr before bad associateil any serious meaning with 
those forms. One of our guid<«, who spoke fair Knglish, 
tnnslakd parts of wint Sir William said to Bomo }oung 
jKaiple, and as wc passed on said, ** Wo hasc ncaor be- 
fore lioanl any sucli meaning connected with llicsc things. 
Wc has 0 nc\ cr before had here nnj I^nglUlmnn like } on, 
sir.” 
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Just as this was said we passed six or seven naked, 
long-haired, and long-bearded yogis, each squatted be- 
neath his separate rude shelter of leaves or rushes, 
mutely contemplating a smoking log. Some one said to 
Sir William, “ There is a man from the university,” and 
on turning we saw a fine-looking yogi, younger than 
the rest, who seemed to he out of place. On approach- 
ing him we found that he could not only speak good 
English, hut was a B, A. and D.L. of Calcutta University. 
It was appalling to find a graduate of the university and 
of the law school in such situation. This yogi had excited 
unusual interest, and a crowd hung round him. The 
following conversation, of which I made careful notes, 
ensued : — 

Hunter. What led you to become a yogi ? 

Yogi. The government made me a yogi. 

Hunter. How did they do that? 

Yogi. They ordered me to go through the exercises 
necessary to become a yogi. 

Hunter. You are not telling me the facts. You must 
have had some inducement to become a yogi. 

Yogi {smiling). I am the largest native landowner 
about here ; I inherited three hundred acres ; I thought 
I could fulfil the obligations and duties of the estate bet- 
ter by becoming a yogi. The government said so. 

Hunter. Do you spend the whole day here ? 

Yogi. Yes, and the night — when there is less noise. 

Hunter. How do you occupy yourself ? 

Yogi. Worshipping the fire there. 

Hunter. Do you expect to become better by it ? 

Yogi. Yes. By exercises, by prayers, I may make my- 
self better, and gradually become an ahdur. 

M. D. C. Will you sit here then as now ? 



A "funi.nNMnCT vo(;r‘ 
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?(. !h C. AVill x(r\ i1 pn liatp pnwfr tn trorl. nirAclr^? 
Vc^u No tilt?*'*, alo’ir rout 1 trofk iiiinrl<“« 

Tlial W7J* !l!<* tail of <ur int^Trirw wj'.li tlii« tar! ^-tor 
rf Rr*« ft*> \ rf Uw« On I !» foirl ra-t, a« 1 r Ik'^I 

h to^^rxlt tt r ttnmjn;; I I c t»»rrT«l a f jvrJal Stva jmrJ. 
(<inr rrsl !>r'.trf<‘i l«rt a»tjf*l »»•«! 

a'n’i for ftaatar cif Vuhrii «lKn arr jarlnrr 
<f j'r Ttis 1 ran ♦/> Inn;; A r'an rf Ulrtil to t! <* tlttti. 
hir WjUsan tt; il |irot»at !« iHal l!jr •tatr 

it al l’ r pifrmfnrnt tat tlirrrlrtt him |o l^ronir 
» jrh tn i»l t*^ t a»r<l rn rta««r in l!)*' title to In^ 

laMt. wtjrh rnr i)atT t-^f-n <♦!;:» aUr »trr<lfnl to an 
a^rfj'o-. A* Mr. S‘an! «o, y^t," am! tial tie mny 
tia^'e r*7rnr'nr»tii infrnrft tl.at lil« Irnurr inplil net t*r 
rntr»i 1r alto tf-ra'-r a « ^;» Tho Triton of 
t'Tjrj; a •• j^rrrrTtrrrl ^ al»o pro tun cxrcjt* 

tional in)*orlanfv' It it «I at nliltla ronlil the arrr*, or 
at! lljr vraltl} of IndK*, tto to a man itfvatrrti for Itfe to 
#it l-vitlnp a! a t>^’ I Iia 1 witnmtrtl a livinp; 

crrmnlion, atnl yrt itjrrr wa* ijn trarr of »atlnfi« in the 
rlei»m% mnnletjanor, — In«t^I he wa« ctieerful.* 

Anoilirr <«^itti ton;; t»larlj tairantl ttranl attrrottnil* 
in;; a facr tlial r^t tiKsl a !nin«!rt^l ytnr* ol !, pvml at inc 
milh err* tlisl nerrr winhetl, nntl in a^lilrli ttirro wna no 
* Tt* at *ntti!lT »ftrl tirlakllr ralr*!^!, #e;j. 

fT** « k «)o« U> tL< r*r« « liK tut t'ti at! ' *tn l« t- 4~imr>r)j tr*!, ItrnUl c>f 
t* «• rf fjftj U •!?»»(!»*! «vnT»il mcHu* 

|i f im/"l 0 B tittH tLil f*<»! *>1 W*» ta li*«tps 1 1* f it«Rlnt f It 

risAot Iw lt^»l (t • J'prnlt ea rr lerD it 

nr Raj.or t’ It J >ir>* t irH*’'** na !>• fcJIerlM IjJ c>f tn'B} lat 

t) art niaj Latria {m'lieil «« air<1 Irtr^Ostf a conil, init 

{•rratiirr «) lr)i ltaT» ik* aime of Gal la t) r{r (IiIm Bt><! irrm tn 
ml tpna kli fTBsIf»r»r«. If |1 »r* li Oat ««ek Bi U il <mn itricnbrJ, 
trlfl t look alianl tni! tktir aslticrlty tnlsl 1 1>« r}ariUaewL 
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speculation. His nearly naked form was motionless, not a 
gesture exhibited any sign of life ; he looked like painted 
wood, I remembered how in early life I used to find a 
certain romance in reading about yogis — the picture of 
the holy man in the forest, given in “ Sakuntala,” who had 
sat motionless so long that birds built their nests in his 
rags, and the serpent cast its skin across his lap. But the 
yogi is much more attractive in the verse of Kalidasa than 
when seen near to. 

We passed through streets about ten feet wide between 
booths bristling with begging hands, and came upon a 
lane of howling malformations, monstrosities, madnesses. 
One had no legs, another no thighs ; armless boys, leg- 
less men, several whose arms end in bone or their legs in 
clubs j an epileptic crone beating her head against the 
earth ; another who looked like a ball on two bones. As, 
scattering coppers to each, we pressed beyond these rav- 
ing sufferers, their cries sounded as if gathered in one 
agonized, sharp voice, the scream of some monster, that 
curdled the blood. 

But now we were caught in a crowd even more uncanny, 
were that possible. It was a crowd of convulsionaires, 
fresh from the annual pilgrimage to Sagar, mouth of the 
river, all struggling to get near one shrine. The slight 
garment each wore was nearly torn from some of them, 
but they forgot that and everything else as with sbouts 
and cries they pushed and elbowed each other. A path was 
laboriously made for us until we reached the entrance of 
the portico, beyond which profane feet cannot go. The 
great goddess Kali was now only a few yards away, but 
shut from our view by a wall of naked backs, every 
muscle standing out in knots. I was almost in despair of 
seeing Kali at all ; but Sir William had a silver talisman. 
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nt sight of which three or four stilwart fellows pura- 
incllcd tho wall of backs until ono after another veered 
aside, and through a rift in the mass I saw tho renowned 
imago of Kali. Her visage was black as tar, save for her 
three blood-red eyes (ono in the forehead), red eyebrows, 
and red tongue lolling dovm and dripping blood on her 
breast. Two erect cobras made tho ornaments of her 
checks, and a crown of gold and red, haloed with black 
smoko-rays, was on her hc,ad. She had four jewelled arms 
and hands two blood-red, one held upward, tho other 
downwanl, the others bearing respectively a rapier and 
tho head it had cut off. Her form below tho breast was in 
n sort of pit, whero several people stood making offerings. 
M’hilo I was gating one of these turned, and I beheld 
close beside Kali's fearful face n countenance tender and 
lovely enough for a Madonna. 

Kali’s image was too antiquated and impossible to 
shock me vciy* much, but tho horror was that she should 
be worshipped, and cruel sacrifices offered. For tho spaco 
of twenty or thirty feet tho pavement was wet with blood. 
Kids were lying about in dying convulsions. 

At dinner that evening the mc.it first scrv’cd was kid ; 
I could not touch it, and it disgusted mo with all tho 
meat. For the first time I jKmdcrcd with interest what 
is said in Corinthians of eating things offered to idols. 
Paul’s objection (1 Cor. x, 20), that the Gentile sacri- 
fices were “to demons and not to God,” and “ye cannot 
partake of the table of the Lord and of tho table of 
demons,” — tho substitution of human sacrifice for an- 
imal sacrifice, — set mo to reconsidering tho story of the 
violence of Jesus in tlio temple, which 1 once rejected as 
preposterous. 

At such shrines one sees mostly the picked people of 
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superstition collected from many neighbourhoods, and hy 
no means representative of the country generally. And 
for these, too, it should be said that Kali, in their hearts, 
is by no means so black as she is painted. 

In a strict sense there could be no such thing as devil- 
worship. A devil, being pure evil, without any heart at 
all, could not be reached more than a stone by an appeal 
to compassion. Demon-worship is a different thing. Dr. 
Rajendralala Mitra recalled with emotion that on his re- 
covery from a dangerous pleurisy he accompanied his 
aged mother to Kalighat, where tottering before Kali she 
bared her bosom and with a knife drew some drops of 
blood between her breasts. This was in fulfilment of a ' 
vow made during his illness. It occurred about 1875. I 
observed no such ceremony at Kalighat, though such may 
have occurred. That a few drops of blood alone are suffi- 
cient shows that Kali does not feed on it, but accepts it as 
an evidence of respect or of earnestness. It is somewhat 
like the baptismal sprinkling, which no longer means to 
most parents the actual exorcism of a devil from the babe, 
but only its consecration. 

The good fairy of our own European mythology is 
.sometimes disguised as a hag, and in Norse fable as a 
dragon, and there are stories of Kali which suggest a soft 
place in her heart. In Lai Behari Day’s “ Folk-Tales of 
Bengal ” there is one of a dead child placed by its mother 
near the shrine of Kali and restored to life. Perhaps that 
woman with the Madonna face whom I saw making of- 
ferings to Kali was pleading with the fierce goddess for 
some little sufferer at home. 

It has often been remarked that it is the women who 
mainly attend churches and keep them going. In my 
Methodist days I had many more female than male 
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bearers, but this was not the case during my ministry as a 
rationalist. In Washington, Cincinnati, and London the 
proportions were about equal. Tho average greater num- 
ber of women in the orthodox churches may be in part 
accounted for by their being less logical than men, and 
more able to escape the real sense of odious dogmas, 
while in tbeir more tender hearts they are able to spirit- 
ualize them. 

But may not tho phenomena be partly due to a habit 
transmitted from ages and regions when, in attendance at 
temples, women secured some release from their social 
bondage? In tho great festivals at ICalighnt and Allaha- 
bad I saw many Hindu women moving from sbrino to 
shrine, and bathing freely and sportively in tho sacred 
rivers, who ordinarily arc shut up in the domestic zenana. 
And during tho centuries in which something like tho 
zenana survived, though young maidens could leave home 
only under close guardianship, their dragons might be 
bribed, and it was on tho way to church that the lover 
could be met From Boccaccio’s Fiammetta to Goethe’s 
Gretchen it is church-going that furnishes the lover’s 
opportunity. Tho severe old father cannot deny wife or 
daughter the right to worship and save their souls. And 
at the present day women are accorded an equality in 
churches denied them in tho political world. They in- 
herit nnanalyzed motives other than piety to “ keep the 
churches going.” 

Returning to Calcutta we met a noisy parade of English 
Salvationists, men and women, on which scholarly Hin- 
dus (and there are many) look with the same feelings of 
mingled disgust and wonder that Christians feel on behold- 
ing the scenes at Kalighat. It is tho unfamiliar fanaticism 
that is revolting. The secret of success in Protestanism 
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lies largely in the commandment against visible images. 
If the dogmas inside the heads of those poor Salvationists 
were suddenly to take shape in fit images, they would be 
more monstrous than any figures at Kalighat. For they 
too are saved by the blood, and not that of a mere kid. 
Kali does not torture men and women in hell, nor demand 
a human sacrifice as the condition of salvation. And Kali 
is admittedly worshipped by the multitude through fear, 
and that but occasionally. She is not held up as an ideal 
being. The deities of India have since Buddha’s rebellion 
been generally converted to benignity, and not one — not 
even Siva — is “angry every day,” nor with any one for 
what his ancestor did. The demonstrations of fanaticism 
in India may appear greater than those of Salvationism- 
in England because the population there is five times 
larger, and because the people are much poorer and can- 
not surround their festivals with artistic decorations. But 
relatively to numbers the proportion of those free from 
religious superstition is as large in India as in England 
and America. 

On the day following my visit to Kalighat a dinner was 
given in my honour by Prince Furrokh Shah, in his fine 
residence, Russapugla, four miles out of Calcutta, the com- 
pliment being I suppose on account of my compilation, 
“ The Sacred Anthology,” of which my South Place friend, 
W alter Thomson, sent an edition to India for presentation 
to leading men and public teachers. The book was my 
best passport in India, and the splendid dinner given by 
this Moslem prince presented a pretty and almost mystical 
illustration of the unity of the hearts out of which grew the 
flowers I had gathered from many different religions. All 
present were Hindu gentlemen, mainly professional men, 
so fluent in English, and talking with so much wit, that I 
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could fancy myself dining with my brother Oraarites of 
our Omar Khayam Club in London. The lion. Mouloy 
^labomcd ITusoof took mo out in his carriage, and the 
other guests the Maharajah Sir Jotendra ^lohun Tajoro 
Bahadoor, Jogendra Chandra Ghosh, Maharajah Narendra 
Krishna, Kristodas Pal, Baboo Joy Kissen Mokerji and 
his brother Peary, Councillor Syed Ameer All, the bril- 
liant young lawyers Bannerji and Chatterji. They were 
all friends, men of the ^^orld in a high senso ; and if, witli 
their culture, their rcHncd faces and manners, they could 
all be transferred to Boston, there would bo a glad cry there 
that its literary era had returned. Yet those arc the men to 
whom Boston sends missionaries! No dozen missionaries 
in India, were their brains packed together, could equal any 
one of these heads. Tlio talk nas mainly of English and 
American literature and philosophy, in which they were 
well read. Little was 6.aid about religion, but I had some 
conversation witli one barrister (Chatterji, I think), a na- 
tive of Benares, about the fcstiv.al going on at ICnligfaat. 
I mentioned the repulsion I felt on seeing the sacrifico of 
kids, and that I could not cat the ilesh when ofTcred at my 
hotel. Ho said t!io vulgar fanaticism was equally repulsive 
to educated Hindus ; then remarked that there was mis- 
understanding among foreigners of what they call “ idols.” 
Even the humble people do not worship tho images in 
themselves. The images are covered with symbolical orna- 
ments representing tho character or legendary deeds of 
this or that divinity. Each divini^' has a certain day in 
tho month, and n certain hoar, when ho or she enters 
his or her temple, and by a temporary transubstintiation 
enters tho imago. After receiving duo offerings the deity 
departs, and from that moment until tho return of their 
festival the image is without any sanctity whatever. It 
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possesses no continuous sanctity like the cross. After the 
blood has been shed before Kali she departs, and the kids 
may be sold and eaten like any other meat. “We boys at 
Benares used for fun to strip and roll ourselves in the 
blood of the kids, then go and plunge into a tank or 
stream for a swim.” 

All this talk was across the table, heard of all the circle 
in which all religions had their evolved representatives. 
There was nothing secret, no whispers, but perfect free- 
dom, so that our host, the Moslem Prince Eurrokh Shah, 
was presiding over a sort of Akbar assembly from which 
the polemics had died away. 

This experience of the Rationalist Brahman barrister 
interested me still more in the goddess Kali. In my 
“Demonology and Devil-Lore” my account of Kali was 
academic. The picture (vol. i, fig. 18), copied from a 
Hindu print, does not represent her as without comeli- 
ness, and probably it was chiefly the smearings of blood 
which made the large image at Kalighat so repulsive ; 
but I must now see in that image only a decorated an- 
tique casket in which an invisible being enters at certain 
times. The Hindu scholars with whom I conversed could 
not give me any idea of that invisible Kali. She is tread- 
ing Siva, her husband, under her feet, — the legend being 
that he threw himself there to arrest her dance, that 
threatened to destroy the universe. The dance was for 
joy in having decapitated the hundred heads of a giant 
demon (euphemistically demigod). Siva himself being the 
god of Destruction, the myth taken strictly is that of a 
house divided against itself. The position of Siva is that 
of Satan under the archangel’s foot. As for her girdle of 
heads, they are those of the many-headed demon she had 
destro 3 ’’ed before Siva could stop her dangerous dance. 
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of ripht liami, raWetl tjpo'.ml in bene- 

tliclion ? Aj» I Ml nl tnMnlpbt on nn* hotel |>ortico, I naw 
again an in a drenm that Mndonna-Iiho woman who xtood 
nearest to the pv!<lc*n at Katighat; and amid tho out- 
ward lilcnro n »till unall yoIco naid to my I'nwnnl car, 
“I am Kali. When, In an age far pant, jirophctn aro«c 
to tell manhind lint their ngnnicn were intllctc^l by cruel 
and hcartlr*# drjtics 1 went forth, a prlncc^n turned 
prophcte»«, to jKjint the >iiffcren» upwartl to a paradivs 
when’ all their normwTi would Ik* conipcnnatctl, and all 
tear* wipctl away. ‘After death?* tho j>eoplc crie<l; ‘why 
not now?* Then I went into retreat, and reflection, to 
rcapivAr wjili the faith that all human agonicn and criln 
are di«guinej» of a iinirer>al maternal loro wliich by luch 
terrible di«elpline train* the atifTcrcrs for eternal felicity. 
Ala<, that hearcnwanl hand drew on the three hands of 
deiftnictlon assignetl me after death. My cashet teas cov- 
ered cejually with flowers and with tJie »yml>ols of ferocity 
and diieaae in nature. I had by my optimism consecratc<l 
the liorror* of this pre<latory world. Vou tee mo j>e<Icj- 
tailed on tho genius of Destruction, whom my lore sliould 
liave trodden down. Ah,Utou traveller unknown, tho fatal 
teaching in this world U that all is under divine Provi- 
dence, and all evil gooil at heart. That is nuin's abdi- 
cation ! ** 
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Exploring Bengal — A conference of religions — Moslem Cliristianity — 
Dr. Rdjendraldla Mifcra on Christian polytheism — Hon. Syed Ameer Ali 

— Dr Ananda Cumara Swaray — The marvellous dolls — Maharajah 
Sir Jotendra Mohun Tajore — Tho demonized Buddha — Buddha-Gaya 

— Root of Buddha’s Bo-tree — Letter from Dr. Mitra — Buddhiat-Hindu- 
philosophy — Benares — Monkey Temple — Deer Park and legend of the 
Mango Girl — “ Tho Toy-Cart ” — Our Western Buddha. 

S IR WILLIAM HUNTER came in his carriage one 
day and said, “ I intend to show you Bengal.” I 
had only a day or two more in Calcutta, but my simple 
faith in the Gazetteer-general of India prevented my hav- 
ing any doubt about his ability to show me a great province 
in that time. We drove nearly ten miles into the country, 
and visited the homes of several humble Hindu families of 
which he knew something. Sir William told them in their 
own language that he wished me to see the interior of the 
houses, and these were cheerfully shown. Even the women 
(most of them comely) were not shy of us ; they smilingly 
made a half movement aside but not out of sight ; and it 
was especially notable that those who in the hot weather 
had scanty clothing did not show any consciousness of that 
at all. In one house a woman scampered out of sight in 
earnest, but it was because her father-in-law had come in 
at the gate. In no case must a wife meet her husband’s 
father ! 

The houses were poor to look at, but comfortable enough 
inside. One man took us to see a curious thing in the 
woods near his house, — an enormous stone, about ten feet 
square and more than two thick, held seven feet in the air 
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by four trees. Tijo trees clamped it at tbe comers, liaving 
grown around lliem and then gone on into stately forest 
trees. The stone which the trees had raised by their growth 
was Icnown as “ the dog’s grave,” the legend being similar 
to that of the Beth Gelert stones in Wales celebrated in 
the ballad “Llewellyn’s Dog.” In most European ver- 
sions — c. ff. in Rome, Munich, and Ireland — tho faithful 
nnitnal, slain on susjiiciou of having killed tho infant it 
had saved, is an ape. 

When wo had ansited eight or ten of those houses and 
several shrines, Sir William said, “ I have now shown you 
Bengal. You may travel from ono end of it to the other 
and SCO only just such houses and shrines and such people 
ns thoso wo have visited.” 

This generous friend arranged an assembly of learned 
Brabroans, Brahmoi, Moslems, and Parsis to meet me for 
conference on religious and philosopbical subjects. The 
meeting w.as held in tho govemment Council Chamber 
and tho grand nativo personages c.amo in their Cno robes. 
Tho Pandits were npiiarcntly rationalists; tho principal 
one, a grand looking man who spoke excellent English, 
asked mo my opinion about tho miraculous concep- 
tion of Christ. I regarded it as liko tho legend of tho 
vii^n-bom deity of tho Iloogldy River, whoso annual 
feto was going on ; a story of mythological and poctio 
interest, but not to bo regarded as historical. Tho Pandit 
said that such was exactly his opinion of both tho Chris- 
tian and tho Hooghly legends, and it was tho general 
opinion of educated Brahmans. Other Pandits confirmed 
his view, and also soveral English scholars present. Tho 
Moslems, of whom thero w'cro a dozen of high rank in 
tho room, had s.aid nothing, and 1 romarked that I would 
like to hear their opinion. Thereupon tho Moslems bent 
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their richly turhaned heads together in private consulta- 
tion. At length one of them arose and said that they all 
felt “hound to accept the narrative just as it stands in 
in the New Testament.” 

As the Moslems were the only orthodox Christians pre- 
sent, but would not argue about their faith, our confer- 
ence amounted only to a high appreciation on the part of 
the Pandits of English science and literature, responded 
to by our exaltation of the sacred books and poems of 
India. The most notable thing was that in a large com- 
pany in Calcutta, of which a third were influential and 
official Englishmen, the only believers in Christian super- 
naturalism were the Moslems ! I was also impressed by 
the familiarity of the Brahmans with all those vital prob- 
lems with which we were so occupied in Europe and 
America, — divine existence, fate, freedom, animism, im- 
mortality, — these issues being raised in their own philo- 
sophical systems. Discussions, in the western world have 
no doubt revived the interest of Hindu thinlcers in such 
questions, but have given them no idea not found in their 
own ancient books, 

James Sime, biographer of Lessing, told me that on 
Schopenhauer’s last day he said, “ I am Buddha ! ” Those 
around him supposed that his mind was wandering, but 
the pessimist’s words had meaning. Dr. Rhys Davids says : 
“ Gotama Buddha was the Auguste Comte born two thou- 
sand years too soon,” but I should rather describe him, as 
the Schopenhauer of that time. 

The venerable author, Dr. Rajendralala Mitra, was im- 
able to attend the conference, but requested me to visit him. 
I found him in his large fine library, and but for his eom- 
plexion I might have fancied myself conversing with some 
eminent orientalist in Europe. He was simply the philo- 
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scholar and interpreter of religions plicnomonat 
wltliont, I Wlieve, any connection with the temples. His 
countenance was liandsotnc and full of sensibility, his 
individuality .and humour rctmmling meat times of our 
American Ingcrsoll. The Christian ppojiagand.i in India 
having fallen mostly Into the hands of missionaries without 
culture and the Salvation Army, these have brought about 
this strange situation: the AVeal boasting of its Science 
sends to India a religion resting on a claim to authority, 
and is there confronts hy n religion appealing only to its 
rcasonableJiess. Tlio signs and wonders and the dogmas 
being thus cm])ha.si7e<1, tlio Hindu scholars arc provided 
with a sort of Mtj«cnm of Antiquities. “ Like ever)* other 
ndigion, Christianity Is a |>olythcistic system, ” s.aid Dr. 
MUn; Satan and the* son* of Gotl,’ ami the archangels 
arc just as much deities ns the 8(vc.ille<l go<ls of India, 
who arc subortlinatc to the Triad just n.s Satan and the 
angels are to the Trinity, hklncalctl Christians put these 
things Into the background, just ns educated Indians do 
their minor deities, the priests turning them into allego- 
rics.*’ He had something like enthusiasm for Huddlm, but 
could not make a genuine human character out of Christ 
I mentioned some of the suppressed and recently discov- 
ered Sayings of ,Tcsub, and lie was impressed by them, 
csj>cci.illy the declaration that he had “come to dissolve the 
sacrinccs.** Ho took from n shelf his English translation 
of “ The Yoga Ajihorisms of Pantanjali ” and presented it 
to me, after pointing out in it n quotation from the an- 
dent (Sanscrit) I^lista-Vislara rccortling nn utterance of 
Ruddlia closely resembling that of «Tcsus about sncriiiccs. 
After mentioning the fallacious ways in svhich people 
BCck purification (“fancying the imago of a divinity in 
one’s mind, saluting supposed divinities,” etc.), linddlm 
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adds : “ To persons deluded by ascetic works and by 
sacrifices I shall show the destruction of all works and 
sacrifices.” 

Dr. Eajendralala Mitra enriched me by sending to my 
lodgings his great work on the Aryan race and that on 
Buddha-Gaya, which I was about to visit. In one of his 
volumes I remarked a significant mistranslation of a 
couplet in an old Methodist hymn : — 

The world is all a fleeting show 
For man’s illusion given. 

The word in the hymn is delusion, and the meaning is as 
far from the oriental doctrine of illusion as the East is 
from the West.* 

Although, as I have said, it is rare to find a sceptical 
Moslem, there is in India a rationalistic sect (Mutarza- 
lite) whose chief interpreter is Syed Ameer Ali. It was 
pleasant indeed to meet in Calcutta Syed Ameer Ali, whose 
friendship I had enjoyed in London, and whose ideas 
were so individual and his spirit so sweet that he had 
often suggested to me the refined Sufi Mohammedanism 
of Persia which one breathes in the Rose-Garden of Saadi, 
— the “Gulistan.” 

When Syed Ameer Ali was a law student at the Inner 
Temple, London, he was often at our house ; we loved him, 
and his beautiful spirit seemed to transfuse his face, form, 
voice, manner, — his entire being. At that time he wrote 
“ A Critical Examination of the Life and Teachings of 
Mohammed” (1873), which I found a delightful book; 
it raised all Islam — which I had deemed a hard eastern 
Calvinism — in my esteem that such a man could love 
it, and draw so much truth and beauty out of it. I still 

^ 1906. The hymn is omitted in the new American Methodist hymnal. 
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regard tins littlo book ns tho best known to mo on the 
subject. 

Tho young author nnd barrister — of fairer complexion 
than most Hindus — fell in lovo with a young English 
lady, Miss ICohnstmm — who with her mother sometimes 
came to my chapel, — and his lovo was requited. Her 
mother camo to converse with my wife and myself about 
Syed Ameer jUi i>crsonally, and asked what I thought of 
tho wisdom of marriago between an English lady and an 
Indian. How was her or his social position likely to bo 
altcctcd in India ? My wife and I had heard nothing about 
tho matter from him, and it was by a spontaneous out* 
burst tliat wo both declared that after knowing him for 
some years wo considered him wortliy even of her cultured 
and fair daughter. For tho rest I did not bclicvo that any 
^•ulgar racc-prcjudico would bo found in Calcutta among 
those whoso acquaintanco could bo of any value to either 
of them. 

'When I visited Calcutta Ameer AH was a member 
of the Supremo Lcgislativo Council. In their beautiful 
homo hearty welcome was given me, though I do not 
Imow to this day whether they were awaro that I had 
been cons\dtcd about tho marriage. I saw that it had 
proved an ideal marriago ; happiness was written on their 
faces ; they were surrounded by tho most intellectual peo- 
ple, and could pick and chooso their acquaintances in 
“society." 

I should add that I observed several Hindu ladies at 
receptions in Calcutta, and Ibat tbero appeared no sign 
of colour-prejudice. Tho Hindu ladies must havo distin- 
guished themselves by emancipation from tlio restrictions 
of tho zenana and were rather lionized. But an intermar- 
riago between one of tho ruling race and one of tho ruled 
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race, at the very moment when reformers were demand- 
ing increased rights for the natives, could hardly fail to 
excite misgivings of the “conservatives.” The personal 
equation, however, was too potent in this case for any man- 
ifestation of religious or race prejudices.^ 

A gentlemanly young English traveller whom I chanced 

^ 190G. Ameor All has had a unique career. In 1879 lie was appointed 
Chief Presidency Magistrate; he sat for several years in the Bengal 
Legislative Council, and in 1884 was appointed by Lord Kipon to the 
Imperial Council ; he was created by Lord Dufferin Companion of the 
Indian Empire ; in 1890 he was at Lord Lansdowne’s request appointed a 
Justice of the High Court. In all of these positions Ameer Ali’s services 
were universally recognized, and at the same time he has written works 
of the most painstaldng character and the highest value : “The Mahom- 
medan Law ; ” “ Personal Law of the Mahommedans ; ” “ The Spirit of 
Islam ; ” “ The Ethics of Islam ; ” “A Short History of the Saracens.” In 
1904 Justice Ameer Ali retired from the bench and is at present in Eng- 
land (where his sons are at college) and engaged on a “ History of Ma- 
hommedan Civilization in India.” He is the only Mohammedan author, 
and it is a happy event that he can devote himself to literature. 

From the Dufferins and from Sir William Hunter I heard of the high 
esteem in which Justice Ali and his wife were held. Their house was a 
favourite social centre, and Mrs. Ameer Ali’s Friday receptions and her 
parties always drew the best people together. 

Another intermarriage which much interested me was that of the late 
Sir Mutu Cumara Swamy of Ceylon with a beautiful lady of my London 
chapel (Miss Elizabeth Beeby). To this I have alluded in my seventh 
chapter in connection with the brilliant entertainments given me by his 
nephews. These gentlemen are now the chief representatives of the ancient 
ruling race — Tamil — in Ceylon. The widow of Sir Mutu I remember re- 
turning to London with her pretty little boy ; and by a letter I have just 
received from Hon. P. Arundchalam I learn that this boy, Ananda Cumara 
Swamy, has made a name fot himself in Science (D. Sc. Lond., F. L. S , 
F. S. S.), and is now employed in Ceylon as Director of the Mineralogical 
Survey. He has also edited, in connection with another able man, W. A. 
de Silva, “ The Ceylon National Review,” an organ of the Ceylon Social 
Reform Society, which aims to prevent the Sinhalese and Tamils from 
being westernized or Christianized, and to liberate women from the social 
seclusion (the “purdah, in India “zenana”) which was “borrowed from 
the Mohammedan conquerors of India.” 
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to meet told nio that ho had seen n Hindu cut a hoy to 
pieces ^rith Ins swonl, then throw the severed lliiihs in a 
bag; in a minute the boy came running tip, and the bag 
was opcnc<l and found empty. **Can yon believe that?” 
he asketl. *‘Xo,” 1 rcpliciL **Xor can I,” said he ; ” I be- 
lieve the conjurer mcsmcrizctl me.” **Yon would have 
pcirod the assailant at the first gash,” I said. “ Yes, cer- 
tainly, if I had been in iny senses.” I tvas sceptical about 
tljo exactness of this testimony, knowing notliing of tlic 
witness ; and if he should sec this page he will be equally 
fceplical about tlic “doll trick” which I saw in Calcutta. 
Having two visits to make to eminent I'crsonagcs, Dr. 
Hunter placctl his carriage at my disposal, and also his 
secretary, an intelligent Bahu who s]>okD English. As sve 
were driving along the street I saw a tent in an open 
space, l>e<ido which a man was shouting, a crowd of boys 
pressing around him. The Babu said It was a conjurer, 
and I asked to bo driven to the tent. The Balm evi- 
dently did not tliinlc it was suited to our dignity ; but I 
was eager, and the driver with some nstonisbraent obeyed 
the order. The conjurer, overwhelmed by seeing a fine 
carriage with liveried coachman approach, beat off tho 
boys with a stick, and bowed to tho ground. Tho show 
had not opened, and tho B.abu nnd myself had tho tent 
all to ourselves. It contained a pkain wooden table with- 
out cover or any hangings around It. Kolbnig else was 
in tho tent, which was about twenty feet in diameter, 
without floor and open at tho top. It was flooded with 
tho noon light. Tho conjurer, who wore only a loin-cloth, 
svent out at the back and returned with his doubled linnds 
filled with tiny figures, each about two inches high, with 
straw legs, sealing-wax heads, nnd buttons to stand on. 
He stood them all in the centre of the wooden table, then 
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stood off two yards and talked to tkem. Presently they 
began to stir, to move, to dance. Waving a little wand, 
beating time, but never coming within two yards of them, 
— talking to them all the time, — he made them dance in 
every direction. I examined the table above and beneath, 
and passed my arm above the dolls to discover whether 
there might not be invisible threads attached to them. 
The conjurer, through the Babu, asked me where I wished 
them to dance, and they moved in every direction I indi- 
cated. I requested that two should separate from the rest 
and dance apart, the others remaining stationary. This 
was done. Finally he desired me to put a penny on the 
table; the penny danced across the table and pitched 
itself into a little box. This was the most inexplicable 
performance I ever saw. 

The man who exhibits the dolls performs nothing else. 
The Babu was troubled at my giving the conjurer two 
rupees, — two or three cowries being the usual fee, — but 
said it was the most wonderful performance known in 
India, the secret being kept close. It is the only trick I 
have ever seen of which I can imagine no explanation. 
We drove from the tent to the house of the distinguished 
Maharajah, Sir Jotendra Mohun Tajore, K.C. S.I., who 
could not suggest any explanation, though he had seen 
through a trick with which Mme. Blavatsky tried to de- 
ceive him. The Maharajah did not go into the particu- 
lars of this attempt, and appeared to be disappointed that 
Theosophy had turned out an imposture. 

If Mme. Blavatsky had been animated by any serious or 
religious purpose she would have known that it could not 
be furthered in India by miracles, even were they gentiine. 
Educated Hindus are too familiar with such signs and 
wonders to care for them, and where believed they are 
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associated with the dark and evil powers rather than with 
religion. Theosophy might have attained a large success 
in India hut for its vulgarization by counterfeiting the 
superstitions that giNO rise to such fanaticisms ns tlioso 
at Ivalighat, of wlncli educated India is ashamed. Such 
power for evil as Satan had over Job, Visvamitra also had 
over Ilarischandra, the Indian Job. The learned yogi wo 
found at Kalighat, who said, “Only Christ could work 
miracles,** never thought of believing Christianity on that 
account. 

From Calcutta I journeyed to the most sacred place in 
Buddhist tradition, Buddha>6aya. I there found a nota- 
ble legendary illustration of the toLal separation between 
preternatural power and holiness in the ancient theologi- 
cal mind. On a hill called BhurraoiUa (Holy Slone) there 
is an ancient shrine with the following history: A certain 
demon acquired by prolonged rites and austerities celes- 
tial powers in addition to hts infornal powers, and thereby 
caused the altars to bo deserted. The gods therefore united 
to bury the “ holy demon,** and place on his head a hugo 
stone to keep him down. Should that stone bo rolled away 
the whole country would bo overwhelmed by the super- 
divine power of the demon and tbo temples all go to ruin. 
There is always this danger, for the stone lias to bo held 
in its place by an exceptional number of oilerlDgs and 
sacrifices every year. There fa a footprint of Vishnu on 
the stone, hut meanwhile Vishnu, under bis form of Jug- 
genauth, is bringing back tbo “ holy demon ’* into India as 
bis latest and highest avatar. For Rnjendralala Mitra has 
fully identified the “ holy demon *’ as Buddha himself, and 
in the very town consecrated by his spiritual birth there 
remains this legendary stone-witness to his contemporary 
reception as one who “ hath a devil I” 
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Not one Brahman priest attending this Bhurmoilla knew 
the origin of its legend, and they would probably regard 
it as blasphemy to call Buddha a demon. In my pilgrim- 
age from that stone to the temple that has had its resurrec- 
tion over the place of Buddha’s “enlightenment” I was 
in a sense following the pilgrimage of all India in many 
preceding centuries from the demonized to the deified 
Buddha. And-the towering temple, risen out of its ruins, 
also denotes an English pilgrimage. I can easily remem- 
ber a time when it would have been impossible for any 
English government to rebuild the temple of any founder 
of a “heathen” religion which Christian missionaries 
were sent out to destroy. 

Buddha-Gaya is not in the path of ordinary travel. 
There was no hotel, but my letters secured hospitable enter- 
tainment in the government bungalow. The old Moslem 
servant and 1 were the only persons in the bungalow. He 
provided me a good luncheon and asked in good English 
what I would have for dinner, and at what hour. I told 
him I would drive to the ancient Buddhist temple (nearly 
fifteen miles away) and return at night ; that I would eat 
anything at all except snake and monkey, — my unwill- 
ingness to feed on this poor relation being especially strong. 
He took my remark gravely, and said he would avoid those 
dishes. The only vehicle I could get ■was an ox-cart, which 
took me out in two hours. The driver’s English was lim- 
ited to “Yes, sir,” and the road being lonely the silence was 
leaden. Even the birds were silent, bright and warm as 
was the day. I remember no villages nor any wayfarers. 
Across an almost treeless plain was visible for miles the 
great temple, — to Buddhists sacred as to eastern Chris- 
tians the Holy Sepulchre. One wonders that such a struc- 
ture should arise far from any city, and in a region that 
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could never have been populous. The spot must have been 
genuinely associated with Sakyamuni. TIio temple itself is 
surrounded by the poppy,— tho plant that can surround 
the brain with insubstantial visions, or sometimes bring to 
insomnia and pain their Nirvana. Also there is tho Mowa- 
tree, with its feathci^* flower, which bears grape-liko fruit; 
this mixed with jaggreo (molasses) and steamed yields on 
intoxicating liquor. Castor oil trees, too, abound. Tlieso 
nasty trees, — did tho evil Mara plant tliem, after his 
failnro to subdue Buddha, to suck away sap from the Bo- 
trees? Of these not one could I discover. 

(The only odifico at Gaya lai^cr than the temple is the 
prison (English) in which the malefactors of many regions 
are incarcerated, I was told there were in it then (1884) 
four thousand prisoners.) 

My reader will rcmcinhcr that tho young Prince Sakya, 
overwhelmed by seeing the agonies of the world, repelled 
by the pious fables and phantasms supplementing tho 
tortures of n.aturc, fled from his father's palace, and 
wandered away to a lonely spot to try and think out the 
truth of things. Ancient tradition places here, where 
tho oldest Buddhist temple in the world stood, the Bo- 
tree under which he sat on tho grass, and attained the 
“enlightenment” that gave him tho title “Buddha.” 

The work on tho temple was not yet completed. The 
original plan of the central edifice was made out by tho 
studies in India architecture of Dr. Bnjcndralula Mitra, 
and was neatly finished. But the buildings connected with 
this yellow tower-like temple — two hundred feet high — 
had covered several acres, and tho ground was strewn with 
their fragments. These annexes can never be restored. 
Sir William Hunter had given mo a note to tho English 
engineer employed by the Asiatic Society, Mr. J.D. Beg- 
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ler, who introduced me to a learned Hindu, Goj)el Chun- 
der Mokerjee, and a Buddhist priest, Mahont Hammreinjal. 
With these I examined the many small figures and sym- 
bols with which every square foot of the locality was 
covered. But before doing this I examined the footprints 
of Buddha in the neighbourhood, of which there were 
about twenty. They were aU unnaturally large, one being 
two feet long, and the toes all of one size except the big 
toe, which was slightly longer than the others. There is 
a Buddha between two women, to whom he holds out his 
hands, in the palm of each being a round mark with a dot 
in the centre. 

The most holy spot was that where the Bo-tree is sup- 
posed to have grown. It is about ten yards from the tem- 
ple, and the deep space between was covered over. On 
the site was a marble platform inscribed “ Buddhawasse 
2427,” and beneath a statement declaring it the place 
of the Master’s illumination. On it were sculptured the 
“grand beings” who came with offerings — aU human. 
Eive candles were burning before this sacred spot. A 
company of Burmese pilgrims present had laid fresh lotus 
flowers on the marble, and gone off to bathe in the sacred 
tank. Far away I saw a solitary Moslem, one of the work- 
men, kneeling on his mat towards Mecca. The pilgrims 
had happy faces like those of children. I remember when 
first gazing on the huge bronze Buddha in South Ken- 
sington Museum a lady approached with her little daugh- 
ter, to whom she explained what a good man he was. The 
child, after some silence, said : “ How I would like to 
climb up and sit in his lap! I might get some of his 
goodness 1 ” She was the little sister of these pilgrims, 
journeying far to nestle close to the beloved one. 

In conversing with Mr. Begler I asked him if he had 
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fonntl tint Bo^tvo {/Vcm/i rclifftofo) in llio vicinily, ns it 
nppc.iretl improbable (nltbotigli any tree may Ik* a Botree) 
that the legend ihotiM Ik* located where there were none. 
He »railcil. and unid he would confide to mo n diiicorcty* 
made tliat week. He then took mo out to the corcrcii 
pla(» adjoining the marble* uolockc<l a door of the little 
fhanty, and there »howc<l me the branching rootn of wliat 
must have l»een an mormon* tree. Tim root* branched 
doTrnwanl wreral yar^l* from the eacrtsl hjk)! ; they looked 
like cork, but were j>crfc<*tly traceable, lie de*ire<l me 
not to mention the diicorcrr at Gaya; were it known, it 
would l*e imjK)«rible to re«tram the pilgrim* from tearing 
up the whole bank for bit* of the root. 

Altoul tbe middle of the thinl eenlurj* before our era 
the great King A»i»ka came on n pilgrimage to thi* spot 
bc«auw of tin* Bodhi Tree, or Tree of Knowledge, under 
which hi* adopted Lonl Buddha had nat. lie caused n 
monastery to Ik* cshablishesl here, and devoted much of 
hi* wealth to embellish the tree and monaslcTy. Hi* queen 
l»ocatne jealous of the tree, and also troublctl because her 
gotl* were neg1ccte<l, and cmployetl n secret agent to clc- 
Btroy the tree by **Borccry.*’ Asulm was bo inconsolable 
tbal bis queen got tbo Borccrc**” to rcBuscltate this Tree 
of Knowlwlgc. But the Banyan of Ignorance has bo over- 
grown Christendom in the ages that many of us can 
remember tbc time when Biiddba began to bo talked 
about in Kiiropo and America. My old friend Mrs. Man- 
ning, who resided for some year* in Bengal, and uTote 
an admirable book on “Ancient and ^lodiaivnl India” 
(1809), says that “not until the year 1837, in which Mr. 
James Prinsep deciphered the written character of King 
Asoka’a edicts, vtm anything known of the Buddhism of 
ancient India.” The religious and moral eentiment about 
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Buddha began yet later, but so rapidly did it grow that 
the same English generation first interested in that reli- 
gion witnessed the reconstruction by their government of 
this first Buddhist temple. 

Vast and imposing as it is, the original edifice was 
thrice as large, as is proved by the acres of fragments 
that defy all architectural speculation. That this colossal 
temple preceded the cathedrals of Europe by a thousand 
years is explained by the fact that Christendom was para- 
lyzed by the expectation of the end of the world at that 
period. 

The ancient Hindu temples are pretty but small, — 
large and embellished shrines. The religion of the sects 
that make what is called Hinduism is domestic; the so- 
called temples are not constructed for sermons or any 
services to attract the people. There is no desire to con- 
vert anybody, — no propaganda. To placate some invis- 
ible ghost or demon who, if his or her oblations are 
neglected, may do the people some mischief, these shrines 
and altars with their decorated domes were erected. The 
legends of these phantasms were transmitted orally, and 
they too were embellished, so that the masses learned 
them by means of dramas, — miracle plays. But this new 
missionary movement called., Buddhism was a preaching 
and teaching sect. Around this edifice, towering up as 
a landmark for pilgrims, were hospitals for men and ani- 
mals, monasteries, a college for teachers like that near 
Colombo, and no doubt a theatre for rehearsing the legends 
of Buddha and his disciples. Hence the acres of fragments. 

And it is the great secular power in India — England 
— that rebuilds the temple which the grand secularist. 
King Asoka, founded! 

But this first temple of Buddha cannot be reconstructed : 
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a largo proportion of tlic original stones — among them 
many fincl^-carvcd stujm — are stre^^n about tho field. 
Tlicy symbolize tho <lcbris of Iltiddha and his religion 
long strewn about the n orld — China, Japan, IJurmab, also 
now about Clirislendom — to be fitted into sects and sys- 
tems of their own. I wentoff with a beautiful little stupa 
prescntc<l to mo by tbo engineer, on wljicb is a seated 
Dmhlha witli every lino ns true as if it bad liecn car\cd 
a few jears l)cforo instead of two tbousatul. I presented 
it to Dr. Paul Cams, editor of “The 0]»cn Court” (Clii- 
cago), out of res|>cct for Ids assiduous oflforts to diffuso 
hno\\lc<lgc of Iluddlusm and reverence for Iluddlia. 

1 feel as if I hnow something of Zoroaster ned of Jesus, 
and these two arc to me tho mew who knew tlio tnio reli- 
gion. Tho real Buddha is more dim; but at Ga^a tbo 
thought of that young prince burtlencd wltli the sorrows 
and delusions of mankind reached far down m mo and 
touched some suticonscious soureo of tears and loro for 
tho man, and I longe<l to clasp Ids knees. 

I at onco wrote to Itnjcndraluha Mitra, LL. D., at Cal- 
cutta, about the calcined root. 1 also mentioned my con- 
versation with a Buddhist who had not quite met my 
question why, if existence bo an evil, Buddhists should, 
by bringing children into tho world, deprive them of tho 
Kirvana of non-existence. I give an extract from Dr. 
Jlitra's answer : — 

When I examined tho mound which marked tho site of 
tho Bodhi Tree, it consisted of such a miscellaneous mass 
of rubbish, broken pottery, kitchen midden, cinders, eto., 
that I could not make any use of it for historical purposes. 
The mound was moreover at tho time all but intact, and I 
was not at liberty to dig into it. Mr. Bogler carted away 
tho whole of it, and therefor© had full opportunity to study 
the charred root in situ, and when ho publishes his report 
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Tve shall be in a position to know whether the said root is 
a part of the tree which was burnt down by the Hindus 
or only the charred debris of Idtchen fuel. 

I am not surprised that the idea should have struck you 
about the antecedent Nirvana of an unborn child. Start- 
ing as yon must from the European dogma of a first crea- 
tion, the corollary follows as a matter of course, and Scho- 
penhauer tried to get over it by putting down marriage. 
The Sankhyas, the Yogis, and the Buddhists of my coun- 
try felt the difficulty quite as much, but they did not yield 
to it. The ideas of blotting out creation by abstaining 
from marriage seemed to them to be too childish to be re- 
cognized as a principle of philosophy, and they rose far 
above it. They hold that where everything is governed 
by laws, immutable and eternal, it is absurd to think of 
first creation under a personal agency, however supernat- 
ural and transcendental we may choose to assume it. What 
is happening every day now must have happened in the 
past without a limit, and the world therefore exists from 
eternity; and inasmuch as every action, every dream, 
every idea, every conception, leaves a mark or impression 
or residuum on the field of the mind, the mind of the un- 
born child is not and cannot be in Nirvana — it is always 
under the influence of the impressions or residua of its 
former births or terms of existences, and the wiU to live 
and multiply is inherent in it. This theory of course in- 
volves a regressns ad infinitum, but our people do not ad- 
mit that to be a logical defect. It requires, moreover, the 
theory of metempsychosis, and that forms the corner-stone 
of all Hindu systems, except that of the Chorvakas. The 
theory of residua may at first sight appear very like that 
of predestination, but in reality it is not so. The one im- 
plies an irresistible and never failing law of sequences, 
every act must be followed by its corresponding fruit, — 
an inevitable scald after dipping the fingers in boiling 
water, — whereas the other assumes an extraneous supe- 
rior governing power which settles beforehand in an ar- 
bitrary and capricious manner what will happen hereafter, 
— the fates writing down that a particular person is to 
have his finger scalded at such a time, however cautious 
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Jic may be, or ^vl^atovc^ precautions he may take to avoid 
Biich a contingency. 

It was not to tlio merely unborn child that I had 
referred, hut to the creation of an cmhrj’onic germ of 
being where nono exists. Schopenhauer is the only pcssi> 
mistic writer who ever faced tluil question. "With liim the 
youth and maid falling in lovo aro the traitors, but for 
whom the great mistake of the universo — consciousness 
— would ho remedied, and tho misciy of life end. 

For the rest,. Dr. Mitra*8 letter shows that tho seating 
of Buddha side by side with Juggenauth in tho popular 
festivals of India corresponds with a union of Brahman 
and Buddhist phiIo<iophics in learned minds. It is a con- 
solation to those who, amid theories ever shifting, fix their 
eyes on human happiness as the fniit hy which the reli- 
gious Trees aro to ho judged, that in tho religions seem- 
ingly most incongruQiils the peoples find similar satisfaction. 

A philosophio Hindu in whoso mind Brahmanism, 
Buddhism, and Jainism blended described to mo in a 
parable the condition of the individual soul: a frog 
swallows a gem; by geologic changes tho frog is imbedded 
in mud, tho mud hardens to rock, tho rock overwhelmed 
by an avalanche is at tho bottom of tho interior of a 
mountain. Tho pessimistic philosophy said that to reach 
that gem many kalpas aro needed. A kalpa means the 
time that would be required for a man strilnng a mountain 
with a silk handkerchief once an hour to wear that moun- 
tain away. All tho religions of the great teachers rest on 
schemes for perforating tho mountain and reaching the 
frog with the gem inside it. 

^ly Hindu philosopher’s parable has recurred to me 
at times as illustrating tho impossibility of ever rescuing 
m.inkind from irrational systems. That which never 
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entered into them by reason cannot be got out of them by 
reason. It would require a kalpa to get even the learned 
free from every moral and social heritage from the dogmas 
they discredit ; and for one I would be glad to see these 
practical sequelca exchanged for ceremonial and meta- 
physical superstitions which have become comparatively 
harmless abstractions. Evolutionary forces steadily make 
dogmas academic, but it is at the cost of developing out 
of what George Sand called “ les vertus austeres de la 
mediocrite ” a moral inquisition more fatal to human hap- 
piness and ethical progress than the old anti-heretical 
inquisition. 

My first morning at Benares was passed on a barge 
witnessing the immersions in the Ganges, — a much multi- 
plied reproduction of the baptism of our coloured folk in 
the Rappahannock, which I used to witness in boyhood. 

Every time a priest immersed a person he threw a little 
water with his hand towards the sun, and the baptized one 
took a sip of the water. My guide was a Moslem and said, 
“ Drinking cholera.” He also inveighed against the cre- 
mation of dead bodies going on at one point, and was 
amazed to find that I approved of it. 

The pleasantest scene was the “Widow’s Ghat.” These 
pretty young dames, not far from the spot where they 
would once have been burnt with their husbands, were 
reclining on their Ghat (marble stair to the river) and 
disporting themselves merrily in the water, and, being 
apart from the crowd, had no need of garments. That they 
were visible from our barges concerned them not. They 
poised on their marble like light bronze statues, and their 
loud laughter was musical across the water. 

The Ganges is the Hindu Jordan, and Benares beside 
it is the Hindu Jerusalem. It is the City of Temples; 
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ita only trndo is in gods. Its chief god is Siva, tho Ec- 
Btroycr — properly so, for tho Ganges is there a sewer, 
and as each pilgrim must drink some of tho liquid cholera, 
disease is diffused far and wide. They have a famous 
well — the ^Ycll of Knowledge — of whose waters hun- 
dreds were drinking, though to my imbclicv'ing nostril 
tlio stench of it was insupportahlo. I journeyed through 
the temples all day, along with my Moslem interpreter, 
who was scandalized hy mj' purchases of little gods and 
goddesses,' which he carried with reluctance. I am not 
sure whether his trouble was duo to fears for his soul in 
handling such “idols,” or jealousy that his idolatrous 
neighbours shoulil have the triumph of western patronage 
of their religion. He did not fail to inform mo that there 
was only one God. 

I w.a8 mttch interested in tho Monkey Temple. Before 
I was holy enough to enter it a priest came out and threw 
a wreath of yellow flowers around my neck. Then a boy 
brought a salver of sweet things with which I was to feed 
tho monkeys. The multitudinous monkeys c-amo from roof, 
comice, holes, comers, altars,— several hundreds. Some 
did not come at all, but eyed mo curiously or with an air 
of superiority. I read clearly in the eyes of ono venenable 
cliimpnnzee bis explanation tbat tlicy considered them- 
selves in their place and mo ont of mine. Those that came 
ate the Bugar-ptums lazily. Thc^ wore of many varieties 
and colours. One largo patriarchal personage took a cake, 
but did not cat it ; ho gazed at mo steadily a long time, 
and I returned tho gaze. I perceived that ho was a Solo- 
mon of his race. In some way ho conveyed to me a query 
why I should consider myself and other men tho higher 
development of monkeys, rather than monkeys should be 
regarded as evolved men. He must have read my 
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thoughts, for at that moment I was thinking that the 
religious observances I had been witnessing were those 
representing the ancient religion of chimpanzees, and that 
men had kept it up, but taken away from the original 
founders all their temples except this one. But this sim- 
ial Solomon gave me a new idea ; namely, that these mon- 
keys were once men, and found themselves so oppressed 
by the priestly powers and degraded by the superstitions 
that they had concluded to evolve into monkey forms. 
They could thus enjoy the services and sweetmeats of the 
priesthood without participating in their ceremonies. 

In my pretty little hotel at Benares I began a series of 
papers, afterwards published in “The O^n Court” under 
the title, “Chats with a Chimpanzee.” Every morning 
began with a visit to this delightful Temple of the Mon- 
keys. 

I made a delightful excursion from Benares to the 
“ Deer Park,” which Rhys Davids speaks of as the deer- 
forest where Buddha passed much of his time. But I 
had also heard a conjecture that it was there that the 
courtesan Ambapali (or Amrapali) resided, — the most 
romantic figure in the Buddha legend, and under the 
name of Magdalene the most romantic figure in Chris- 
tian legends. Ambapali is spoken of in the most ancient 
account as “the courtesan of Vaisall.” But where was 
Vaisall? In Eugene’s Burnouf’s “Introduction a I’his- 
toire du Buddhisme indien,” vol. i, p. 76 (edition of 
1876), there is a footnote (2) showing that Cosma had lo- 
cated Vais'alT near Allahabad, and Hamilton near Patna, 
— Burnouf himself inclining to the latter opinion. The 
site being thus undetermined, why may not one suppose 
that if Buddha loved this Deer Park, and made it the 
headquarters of his fraternity, it was because the castle 
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and park woro presented to him for that purpose hy the 
famous courtesan ? But was tliero any city or realm of 
Vaisfdl (or Vesali, ns Rhys Davids writes it, or Bclasi, 
as Hamilton writes it) ? In tho old Tibetan (Sanscrit) 
tale, “Prince Jivaka,” it is said: “ Only in Vaisull did 
tho people rule. . . . There were three districts in Vaisrdr. 
lu tho first district wero 7000 houses with golden towers, 
in tho middle district wore 14,000 with silver towers, and 
in tho last district were 21,000 houses with copper towers. 
In these lived tho upper, tho middle, and tho lower 
classes according to their position. Tho people of Vnisiill 
had made it a law that a daughter born in tho first dis- 
trict could marrj* only in tho first district, not in tho scc- 
cond or third ; that one horn In the middle district could 
marry only in tho first and second ; but that one born in 
tho last district could marry in any one of tho three ,* 
moreover, that no marriage was to bo contracted outside 
yai«air, and that a woo^an recognized as a pearl among 
women should not bo married to any one, but should 
appertain to tho peoplo for common enjoyment.*’ 

In search after such a city is one Injing to locate Bun- 
yan’s Vanity Fair or tho Vale of Humility? Is Vailali 
built out of visal, which means “ meeting of lovers,” “ sex- 
ual intercourse ” ? or related to l/azar (bazan hi methai^ — 
“ bazar sweetmeats ” being a proverbial phrase for tho 
demi-monde)? I can get so much out of Fallon’s Hindu- 
stani-English Dictionary, but have not the knowledge 
to pursue tho point, which may bo dealt with in works I 
have not read. Tho fairly historical thing is that a fa- 
mous courtesan presented Buddha and his disciples with 
her mansion and park, and as it is not likely that they 
could have come in possession of this Deer Park except 
by a donation, I moved about it reverently j having long 
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ago formed tlie habit of saying cTierchez la femme^ not 
when a disaster is to be accounted for, but when the 
source of a great inspiration and character is sought. 

The narrative is (condensed) as follows : — 

Hearing of Buddha as the wisest of men, Ambapali 
started in her chariot with a grand escort to visit him. 
Arriving after a long journey at the place, she sat near 
Buddha and listened. When his discourse had ended, she 
approached and desired that he would, when he came to 
her region, take his meal in her house. To this Buddha 
consented, and Ambapali journeyed to her home. Mean- 
while the princes of her neighbourhood arrived and pre- 
sented their invitations, but Buddha told them that so 
long as he was in their region his sojourn would be in 
the house of the courtesan Ambapali. The princes said 
to each other, “ The Mango Girl has got ahead of us ! ” 
According to existing etiquette one who held an engage- 
ment to give a feast to any personage might transfer it to 
another host. The princes therefore overtook the chariot 
of Ambapali and offered her a large sum to give up to 
them the right of entertaining Buddha. She told them 
that she would not surrender her privilege ; and when 
they went on to pile up the amount of gold they would 
give for it, she answered that not if they should offer her 
their united kingdoms would she yield. 

On the appointed day Buddha came with his imme- 
diate disciples into the palace of the beautiful courtesan. 
Ambapali personally waited on them, the feast being, 
however, simple, — rice and fruit. Afterwards Buddha 
delivered a discourse in which there is no allusion to 
Ambapali’s mode of life.^ 

^ " Great is the fruit, great the a(l%’anLago of earnest contemplation ■when 
set round -vritli npriglit conduct. Great is the fruit, groat the advantage of 
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AmbapuH at onco conveyed to Bnddlia and his dis- 
ciples a complete title to her mansion and park. Calling 
licr chariot and attendants) she drove away, and passed 
out of history. 

Nothing is said of Ambaptili’s “conversion,” and there 
is no intimation that she abandoned licr “vocation.” In 
a country of infant marriages, aUrays matters of negotia- 
tion, it is probable that a great ethical teacher might 
regard a courtesan as not morally inferior to those cere- 
monially married. At Gaya I observed near the temple a 
unique “ Bodisata,” — a finely c.arvcd stupa representation 
of a young Avoman, seated in the posture of a Buddha. 
There are a good many women mentioned in early annals 
as having become fervent disciples of Buddha, but the 
donor of the mansion and park remains in early oriental 
folk-tales always tbo splendid courtesan. 

Dr. Rbys Davids told mo that no early Buddhist 
witor seems to havo considered any defence nocossarj', 
whether of Arabaprdi or of Buddha’s silence concerning 
her life. But in the Tibetan talo, “ Prince Jivaka,” it is 
stated that sho was made a conrtesan by a law of VaiSalT, 
though sho imposed, as was her right, rigorous and costly 
conditions. Sho was not a common mortal, but a kind of 
dryad ; she came out of a mango-trco and was therefore 
called Ambapali. 

In a famous play of tho ancient Hindu theatre, “ The 
Toy-Cart,” the heroine (Vasantasena) is a courtesan. Sho 
lives in a palace of groat splendour, is noted for her 
charities, and by her boundless wealth raises a Brahman 

iatcllect wlien set roand with earnest contemplation. The mind set round 
with intelligence is freed from tho great erils, — that is to sa^, from sen- 
eoalitj, individnalit^ [egoism?], fromdelnaion and from ignorance.” — 
JKteourse in ^mbapdli’t grovt, Enddbbt Sutras, tr. h; J. W. Rhjs Darids, 
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and his family (wife and child) out of extreme poverty. 
She becomes enamoured of this Brahman (Charudatta). 
Seeing his little child with an earthen toy-cart, she sub- 
stitutes a cart of gold ; she sends a string of diamonds 
to the Brahman’s wife, with the message, “ I am Charu- 
datta’s handmaid and your slave.” It is returned, with 
the words, “ You are favoured by the son of my lord ; it 
is not proper for me to accept this necklace. Know that 
the only ornament I value is my husband.” Eventually 
the wife meeting the courtesan, says, “Welcome, happy 
sister ! ” This is the formula for recognizing a “ new 
wife ; ” they embrace, and a veil is thrown over Vasan- 
tasena to mark that “she is no longer a public char- 
acter.” But she does not appear to have been quite that, 
and is first seen escaping from a brutal prince. 

Mrs. Manning, in her account of the play, thinks the 
dramatic effect would be better if it ended with this recog- 
nition of Vasantasena by the wife and child. Probably the 
original drama did so end, and tbe rise of Buddhism sug- 
gested the complications which extend the play to ten 
acts. The courtesan is strangled by a prince she had re- 
buffed, and, left for dead, is found by a “ Sramana,” or 
Buddhist devotee. This man had been a gambler, and 
having lost everything at dice was about to be sold as a 
slave, when Vasantasena, with her usual generosity, re- 
deems his debt ; whereon he renounces gambling and 
becomes a Buddhist devotee. He arrives just as the cour- 
tesan is recovering, and exclaims, “ It is the lady Yasan- 
tasena, the devoted worshipper of Buddha,” and takes 
her to a “ convent, where dwells a holy sister.” 

The authorship of this play is unknown. It opens with 
the manager’s announcement that its author was a King 
Sudraka, “who lived a hundred years, and then burnt 
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l« Jjm »on/’. Iti prc^ont 
form «a< nmnp^l sIkimI |h<* lK*^Innin^ nf aiir era, Itut 
It i« rtnllv tntjrli earlier. Pirn ami lltjiMlii are equally 
rerrml in it, nrul it i« iilmTrn that Initli Ilnvhniau and 
11 ulilh:»l rrjpirxlM a **e<'nrte«an** in innrh tl e satnf* tray 
a* a “ rr'neuliin»* ** of Ilrhrew antiqtilu. Vaianla^rna ina) 
Ik' a “eourtrian ** ami at the name time ‘‘tlie derote<! 
a»T>r*lijp{KT of lltitldha,** 

M)i Ix-llrf i« that in the tjarraljTe of Jeiua and the 
wawan armteil for adtilt/rr, the atonli *‘»in no n'orc” 
have l'»'en aiMM ; for tlioij;»h he aaid, “ Neither do I con- 
d^nm thee/' the wo?tl» *^ut tn Ik* rrealJM when lie doca 
condemn her for »in. At any rate, tltere i< not ilje dl;jhtc<l 
iT|irnaeh 1«\ Je»u* of the woman of Samaria, and IMtnond 
Ko»tand in *• J.a Samarifalne*' ha< li-a<l to InreAt 1 er with 
the leprnd of the Ma^plalene, The moral M»lem ih loth 
India and .Tnlea w^a hnill upon the priestly ayitem ; it 
traa unreal an 1 tmjtiil »o far aa tie moral »cnlimrnt of 
•im|*le Immanily wa« conermed ; and a trrj prat tldnUcr 
mi;;l.l nalnrallt di*re;:anl itich lacmmcnt-al arnin;p'mcnt'« 
jujl a« fieof;;e I'cix and the Qiialrn* did, who prcfcrml 
havin" their marria^a callM Ulegitim.ato rather thin bo 
marriM hy priest*. 

In rnnec the Iluddhiti lejpjnd wai clc\crly taken hy 
Annand Sihr^tre to dl»pMMs a romance l>ctwecn Jesui 
and the .^faphlcne. fn the tragedy of ^‘Irc}!” Sarah 
Ik-rnhinlt apiw-irotl to me to exceed all of her other ira- 
j>er*ornlIonn, except her ** I#a Saraaritninc.’' The heroine, 
nftha Magdalene «nkO'«p, aeelo to f.T'Jclmto Siddartha 
(a Christ-like make «j») ; »hc it convorlod, heeomes a 
penitent desoUa*, and bestows her wealth on iho poor. 
Unt Siddartlia (Ihuldln) conceives a pas‘?ionato ioao for 
her, — {Ls she has for hini,~>nnd it is Iio}I a^ho t>itli a 
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breaking heart and at cost of her life keeps him true to 
his great “ cause,” which he is willing to desert for her sake. 

The most noted event in the career of Ambapali as a 
courtesan was that she was for a time the mistress of 
Bimbisara, the renowned king of Magadha. The Talmud 
says that Miriam of Magdala derived this title from an 
ancient city which was destroyed because of its licentious- 
ness. The king of Magadha is described in the Kah-Gyur 
as “ always longing after strange women,” and among 
his intrigues one resembles that of David with Bathsheba 
(though the husband is not slain), the result being the 
birth of the gveat Scientific (Solomonic ?) J avaka, who 
healed Buddha. The king of Magadha’s son by Amba- 
pali was Prince Abhaye (the Tearless). Is this “ Ma- 
gadha ” the origin of the title which found its way to the 
lady in Jerusalem? It is always to be borne in mind that 
there is nothing in the New Testament suggesting that 
she had ever been immoral and there was no legend of 
that kind during the first two centuries of our era. 

Although there is no indication that Ambapali became 
a Buddhist devotee, the king of Magadha, Bimbisara, 
with whom she was associated, was converted, and he 
established great Buddhist festivals in his kingdom, of 
whieh Gaya was a part. At these festivals — as shown in 
the Kah-Gyur — Buddhist “ Mysteries ” were performed, 
and it can hardly be doubted that the famous mistress of 
the king (“ Amrapali,” in Magadha), who made the mag- 
nificent donation to Buddha, was a figure in those dramas. 
When these dramas, acted everywhere, were succeeded 
by Christian “ Mysteries,” the role of the wealthy cour- 
tesan who endowed Buddha might easily pass to the 
wealthy lady of Jerusalem who “administered to him 
[Jesus, in some versions ‘ to them’] of her property.” 
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In the nncicnt “ Mystery” of “ ^^n^y Magdalene ” she 
has inherited the “Castle of Maudloyn.” Her beauty and 
splendour are such that Satan covets them for his own 
realm and summons a council to devise her seduction. 
Tills corresponds to the assembly of Vaibrdi which de- 
manded the presence of Atnraprili. “ When the perfection 
of her youth and beauty were seen,” they cried, “ This is 
a pearl of a woman, and therefore she belongs to the 
enjoyments of the people.*’ In the Christian “ Mystery ” 
Satan employs the seven Capital Sins to besiege Mary 
^lagdaleno, and this way our English translators were 
tempted to the falsehood of importing the word “ devils ” 
into Luho viii, 2. 

There Is another interesting stoty connected with Be- 
nares which Mr. R. C. Childers gave me, saying that it 
was traceable to the sixth ccntuiy before our era. 

There was once a king of Benares named Brahmadatta, 
whose righteous administration of Justice put an end to 
litigation in his kingdom, and left liim time to turn his 
attention to his own faults, with a view to their correc- 
tion. Ho accordingly questioned first his oun retinue, 
then the public officials, then the citizens of Benares, 
then the suburban inhabitants, and lastly, mounting Ids 
chariot, ho drove through the length and bre.adth of the 
land, hogging all whom he met to tell him his faults. But 
all with one accord told him only of Ids virtues, and he 
was returning baffled from his expedition, when in a nar- 
row defile his chariot mot that of Mallika, King of Kosala, 
who was bound on a precisely similar mission. It at once 
became evident that one of tho chariots must make way 
for the other, and the charioteers of tho rival monarchs 
commenced a dispute for the precedence, which seemed 
hopeless when it was ascertained that neither could claim 
any advantage over tho other in age, wealth, fame, or 
military power. At length, however, it was decided that 
tho more virtuous should have the precedence ; and the 
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ctarioteer of King Mallika, cliaUenged to describe tbe 
virtues of his royal master, replies as follows: “King 
Mallika overthrows the strong by strength, the mild by 
mildness ; good he overcomes with good, and evil with 
evil.” The other charioteer said, “ If these are his virtues, 
what are his faults ? ” Then he said of his own master, 
“ With meekness he conquers anger, he overcomes evil 
with good, he disarms avarice with liberality, and the liar 
with truth.” Hearing this, Mallika and his charioteer 
alight, and their chariot is drawn aside. 



CHAPTER Xm 


Delhi palacM — rniar of A»ok*— Tho Minkr rUlar — Pnrana Keela— 
Th« Taj at A|^—‘Akhar — Th« Parliament of Pelipont — Oriental 
ethice — The Jehanara xnotqne. 

A t last I am in Delhi, — cemetery of splendours. Amid 
its silent palaces the fables of Saadi aro nrrlttcn in 
stone, and their morals pointed in minarets. The legend- 
ary Hall of Afrasiab, where the spider weaves his web, 
tho pleasure-dome of Al.ahmoiid, of which not one stone 
w.as left upon anotlicr, rise as thin air over fields strewn 
with fine fragments. On tho marble vacancy where the 
Pcacocl: throne once stood — solid gold, inlaid with gems 
— is invisibly set tlio inscription of Feridoen’s portico, 
“Tho world, O my brother, continues not to anyone ; place 
your affections on the Creator of tho universe, and that 
will suffice. ^laho no reliance, neither rest upon tho Idng- 
dom of this world, seeing how many liko thyself it hath 
nourished and lulled. "When tho soul is about to depart, 
what is difference between expiring on a throne or on the 
hare ground?” 

Jly guide supposed that ray object in coming to Delhi 
was to see tho locality of tbo siege of 1857 and its memo- 
rial monument, “110 feet high, built at a cost of 20,000 
rupees.” It was with difficulty that I made him understand 
my slight interest in that little affair, and my deep feeling 
about the nciglibouring Pillar of Asoka, which still pub- 
lishes its edicts of peace and good will to men. This guide 
(Hindu) told me with some feeling that the British 
guns had broken this Pillar of Asoka into five fragments. 
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The pieces have been put together again as neatly as 
possible, and the piUar stands beside the modern monu- 
ment in a lowly way. Time has, however, better spared 
the “ Golden Pillar.” Eive centuries ago legend declared 
it the staff of Krishna, which could not be removed from 
Kumaon till the Last Day. Ferozshah, to end this super- 
stition, removed it to the precincts of his palace, — a palace 
now visible only as the pedestal of Asoka’s,Pillar, which 
still shines golden in the sunlight, fulfilling its final words, 
“ Let this religious edict be engraved on stone pillars and 
stone tablets, that it may endure forever.” 

In a mosque its keeper showed me the footprint of 
Mahomed Shah neatly carved in marble. The passion 
for holy footprints has gone round the world; I have 
seen scores — footprints of Vishnu, Siva, Buddha, Christ, 
St. Thomas, John Wesley ; and the general impression I 
have derived from them all is that devotees of the great 
are apt to take their saints au pied, — at their lowest. 

One morning I stumbled on a curious old place, where 
stood “ the bleeding tree,” beside which a Hindu was keep- 
ing watch. In this dead trunk’s hollow was a picture of 
a prince with silver head, — the Prince Dara beheaded by 
his brother Aurungzeb, — and beside it a perpetual lamp. 
The tree is a “ Neem,” a sacred tree among the Hindus. 
The Mohammedans repudiate ancient trees or relics, but 
the Hindu atmosphere is too strong for them. 

There are also moral relics of Moslem supremacy. At 
the downfall of their reign the harems of these palaces 
were suddenly emptied. The helpless beauties of famous 
courts were thrown upon the streets to make a communal 
harem. They whose prcdecessoi’s were the favourites of 
shahs and viziers flaunted their seductive beauty along 
the balconies, and I saw in the streets a parade, with music. 
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of joimj: vromrn t« 1 >g of lint civs. Oecnsionnlly 
Oicy tiny Ik* seen lUncmg ttcnr the pic of llio grc-it 
c'prcJally on rrMnji*, vriicn (Itotnamhof Moslems 
rt*Ittlr IhilJter for prayer. 

I fast n ilrcoralcil little l*oy monntnl on on orm« 
mental i>ony, aUcnclM l»r prir^ts .an«l iv band of innsjc, on 
Ijjt vray to llie marriap altar, followed liy a closed palan- 
quin, svlioso umallncsa disclosed liow joung must be tlio 
!>rjdc of llial liulc loril 

] had a hol-.air hath in Delhi ; the room tr.Tf low.T,anItc<l, 
with mosair llt'or,and like those jwrtra^cd in ancient IVr* 
»ian pieturrs. Ilut I coaid not pi t the fuller’s earth which 
in»pirr«l f'vadi** f.ahlc. In a bath at Dannscua llioy ga\o 
him fnlhr'* earth (long wrapt In rosedcascs), mid ho 
nshcsl ft whether it was of heaven or earth, so sweet seas 
il» odour. It rtplieil, “I .am but humble cl.av, but some- 
lime 1 hcj»t comjiain with the ro«e/' IVrfumcs arc still 
dear to llio Moslem, Moliammeil’s love of them haNing 
pivi n frre<lom to thi* hind of luxuiy. 

Old IJtlhi is eleven miles distant from the main city. 
In th/* {’ititoun pillar Mimr (2dS feet and 2 inch) nro 
in«crij»tions from tlic Koran and iho ninety names of 
Allali, also the laudations of Matnodten Ahdul, Mtizafur 
Mahomed IVm Sam. On tho neighbouring iron pillar, 
one Kajali Dhava is compared to tho sun and moon. Tra- 
dition iiae, hoircrcr, heen unconiityuncnLir}' enough to 
astoclato with the iron pillar the fame of Kajah Pithora, 
the last of the Hindu sovereigns. Tho legend is that 
Kajah Pithora, having consulted the Krahnuins as to tlio 
continuance of his empire, was informed that if ho sank 
an iron sliaft into the ground he might {ucrco tho head of 
the snake-god Lisliay, who supjiorU tho world, and then 
his kingdom would last forever. Some time after sinking 
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tlie shaft the Rajah was desirous of discovering whether 
the snake had been touched, and, contrary to the warning 
of the Brahmans, had the pillar taken up. The end of it 
was covered with blood, and the Rajah was informed that 
his dynasty would soon cease. Although the pillar was 
again set up, the charm had been broken ; Shahaboodeen 
took Pithora’s life and kingdom, and thenceforth no 
Hindu king has reigned in Delhi. 

Erom the top of the Minar is seen an interminable 
cemetery of sultans, shahs, and sublime courtiers. A 
picture of splendid desolation! On one tomb sat a kite, 
and on another two owls, whose ancestors some centuries 
ago enabled a certain poet to bring a shah to a sense of 
his wickedness. As they drove past a ruin the shah and 
his court poet passed two owls seated on the ruin, and the 
shah remarked that they seemed to be conversing. The 
poet said, “Yes, and I can understand what they say.” 
“ What do they say ? ” asked the shah. “ They are utter- 
ing the praises of your Majesty, and saying that so long 
as your reign continues, they will never want for ruined 
villages in which to house themselves.” The shah took 
these words to heart and mended his ways, as they always 
do in fables. 

Near old Delhi I visited the tomb of the poet Khrus- 
roo, at the side of which stands the grander mausoleum of 
his patron Nizam-ooden, — supposed founder of the order 
of devout murderers called Thugs. The inhabitants of 
one village, generally avoided by tourists, struck me as 
an uncanny set, and I was not sorry to leave their neigh- 
bourhood. In this vicinity I had the good fortune to find 
in the magistracy a young gentleman I had met in Cam- 
bridge University (Mr. Rennie). His office was in the 
rehabilitated tomb of some old shah. He drove about 
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with me during the morning, and I learned from him 
that petty crime among the natives is encouraged by the 
superiority of the prisons to their dwellings. 

The hollow tanks of the neighbourhood are now sunken 
and stagnant pools ; where pilgrims once washed their 
sins away boys now earn pice by making frightful leaps 
from the lofty walls. Having seen one of these Ic.aps, I 
refused the request of others to witness their perform- 
ances, saying to my guide, I do not wish to see anything 
that endangers life.” lie replied, “ But, sir, this is their 
life.” 

In driving on I saw a picturesque old Hindu with a 
small pitcher of yellow clay in his hand near an old well. 
Being thirsty after a long drive, I made my driver stop 
there .and ask for a draught of water. Tho old Hindu 
made mo obeisance, and from tlie bucket ho had just 
drawn up filled tho little pitcher and offered It to me. 
Wien I Jmd quenched my thirst and handed back tho 
pitcher, ho tossed it on tho ground a little way and again 
made obeisance. My guide told mo that it was out of 
respect, and I have many a time seen in Europe a wine- 
glass broken after the toast to some great man or his 
memory. But something in tho old man's proceeding 
made me doubt this interpretation. I bade my guide tell 
him that I was sorry tho pretty little vessel was broken, 
and that I would gladly have purchased it to talie homo 
with me. The old Hindu, who did not speak English, 
said to my guide that it was not possible on account of 
their religion that he or any of his family should drink 
out of a vessel that had been used by a stranger. By 
“religion” ho really meant his caste. He was very kindly 
and polite, and requesting me to wait a moment, went to 
his house near by and brought me three little pieces of 
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different shaped vessels of baked clay, which he begged 
me to accept. I asked my driver how much they were 
worth and was told that they were very cheap. I offered- 
the old man a rupee for each, but he absolutely refused 
to receive payment. He said to my guide that it was a 
happiness to him to present anything that he could to 
a passing traveller. 

Aladdin’s tower! I found myself childish enough to 
enjoy most the association of Aladdin with the finest 
piece of architecture here. The association of Altomish, 
who from a slave became emperor, with the hero of the 
W onderf ul Lamp was arbitrary of course ; but, as Talley- 
rand said, facts are manageable. “ The unfinished window 
of Aladdin ” is fairly represented ; one of the entrances 
of the superb structure had lost its ornamental edge. 

A genuine poetic charm invested the ancient fortified 
village Parana Keela. In my youth Emerson loaned me 
the Bhagavat Gita ("Wilkins’s translation), and my inter- 
est in oriental thought began with the dialogue between 
Arjuna and Krishna. Later I found the whole story of 
the Mahabharata finely told by my friend Mrs. Manning 
in her “ Ancient and Mediaeval India.” Even forty years 
ago one had to search out what is now accessible to all. 
It was thrilling to find myself at the pillared gateway of 
the fortified city, traditionally supposed to be the capital 
of the Pandavas during their long struggle with the Ku- 
ravas. Here dwelt Draupadi and her five husbands — the 
Pandu princes. From these gates went forth Arjuna him- 
self, driven by the charioteer who presently revealed 
himself as the god Krishna. It was on yonder field that 
the hero wept and declared that he could not fight against 
his kindred, when the charioteer, throwing off his dis- 
guise, uttered to him those wonderful discourses which 




castlp of thf panpavas 






ixor.XD or YUDiiisirniiuA sss 

liavc become Holy Scriptures to the mystical oriental 
minds turning; from Ilimluisui. It s\as around these still 
mighty oralis tliat (lie gods descended to take part in tlio 
struggle; and when the kingdom of the Panda\ns was 
cstablishctl, here was the scene of the Golden Age: “c\cr}’ 
subject of the Jtajali VudhNhthira was pious ; there were 
no liar<, no tliievcs^ no swindlers ; there were no droughts, 
no flooils, no locusts, no conflagrations, no foreign in- 
vaders, and no jiarrols (o cal up the grain ” 

It was from this jihcc that, when his kingdom was lost 
hy dice, Yndliishlhira with his wife Dmupadi and family 
srent (o wander in tlio jungle for twelse years. One by 
one tbc king’s companions perished hy the way, and 
Dranpadi hcr«oU. He was alone at last, witli only his 
faithful dog to Keep him company. lie comes to the gate 
of Indra. The King of Gods meets him and tells him that 
in heaven he shall And again his brothers and his wife. 
With joy Vudhishtlura isalmut to enter, when Indra drives 
away his dog, Yndldshtliira cannot part from this faith- 
ful companion, who never deserted him, and brought 
game from tlio forest, (hough starving itself. Indra de- 
clares, “ My heaven hath no place for dogs,” but Yudhish- 
thira refuses to enter heaven unless his dog may enter 
also. His fidelity to tho faithful animal thus having been 
proved, the dog himself throws off his disguise and ap- 
pears as T'ama, King of Death, All the pains and trials 
of the long wandering arc proved to be illusions, and the 
trials of the Pandavas end in joy, like tliosc that close 
the kindred drama of Job. 

Inside tho vast fortress associated with the poetic le- 
gends (I have mentioned but one) is a village of the poor- 
est people I saw any wherein the East. Their houses are like 
ant-hills, with little curvingpaths running between them, 
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and my guide says, “ Nobody knows bow they manage to 
live.” What a contrast with the legendary splendours 
connected with that castle and fortress ! It may have 
been partly my imagination that gave the men and wo- 
men their aristocratic air. Several women appeared whose 
features were not unworthy of Draupadi herself. A very 
handsome little boy of ten summers — no winters seemed 
to have touched him — volunteered to do the honours of 
the little city of huts. In front of each there was a group 
of busy women ; I did not encounter a beggar there. 
The only edifice of importance within the fortress was an 
ancient mosque. Workmen were engaged in repairing it 
— “by order of the government,” I was told. I could not 
help thinking that the old mosque might well enough wait 
until the living temples around it were better housed. 
Such, no doubt, would have been the decree of the Bud- 
dhist As6ka, whose pillar, with its humane edicts, shines 
against the blue sky as I leave the gates of this castle, so 
haunted with poetry and poverty. 

Let that day be marked round with a many-coloured 
pencil of light when I first saw the Taj ! Eor that beauti- 
ful dream in marble stands in my memory tinted with the 
rose of dawn beneath which I first beheld it, and flushed 
with the soft evening sky when I parted from it; and be- 
tween the dawn and the moonrise, as I returned to it again 
and again, I beheld not one Taj but many. As the statue 
of Memnon was said to emit music when the sun touched 
it, one may say without fable that the changing sky of the 
day brings forth varied architectural harmonies from the 
Taj. Now it is of the faintest snow-blue tint, now purest 
white, and again pink-faint in its response to dawn or 
sunset. 

When wandering about the great mosque-like tombs 
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elsewhere nnd «ccinj* tlio life of the people bcsulc them, 
it >ecinctl painful that the dead should sleep in palaces 
wliilo so nianj of the liring liurrowcd in mud huts. Tliis 
feeling did not mar the happiness with which I beheld the 
Taj, for 1 felt that Ix)rc built it in its beauty — that it 
had here crealetl n mystical rose in wlioso light and joy 
all the living find a fairer life. It is literally, too, as well 
M Spiritually, the treasury of the j>coplo of Agra. A young 
American lady I saw there seemed to rwjuiro more shades 
for these lines of light. “Is it cerLain," she said, “en- 
tirely certain, tluat Shah Jclian built it for lore of Ins 
wife? AVas he not thinking of himself at all? Ah, I’m 
sure he marrietl somclKKly else before his queen’s monu- 
ment was finishc^h” I do not know that she remembered 
the fact that the queen beggctl Sliah Jehan not to man^' 
again and “get children to contend with hers for his 
favour and dominionV* but it was some reassurance to 
remember now (hat it is all one to tho?c concerned, and 
that popular sentiment has smotlicrcd in oblivion any 
subsequent ulfc or children, if the shah had such. 

It would require a volume to explore Uio flora of the 
Taj alone ; in its ornamentation the rarest flowers and 
leaves arc traecahle, and the way in which they twine and 
frame the sentences of the Koran reminds one of the plea- 
sant fact that the materials of ancient litemturo were tho 
Jeai'CJ, hark, or tihJets oi trees, still preser red in the words 
pa]>cr, llbrarj*, book. 

Beside tho T.aj flows theJurona, on whoso hanks Krishna 
dwelt among tho milkmaids, channed tho lowly wdth his 
lute, and danced w*ith tho rustic beauties in those marvel- 
lous dances where each believed that ho was her partner. 
It is a peaceful, languid river, with alternating mead- 
ows and sandy beaches, where in the warm morning tho 
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mild-eyed lotus-eaters were visible seated on tbe yellow 
sand or bathing in the sacred stream. The whole land- 
scape was a picture of pastoral beauty. There are beauti- 
ful riverside gardens, well kept, one being the Asam 
Bogh, where Babar, founder of the Mogul dynasty, had 
his fountain of wine and his revels. 

But all emperors are dwarfed in presence of the shade 
of Alcbar. His tomb is five miles from Agra, and the road 
is very pleasant, past interesting old places of which plea- 
sant stories are told and some unpleasant ones forgotten. 
An old church recalls the catholicity of Akbar and the 
wit of his son who jjroposed that the Jesuit Bather with 
his Gospel under his arm, and the Mollah with the Koran 
under his, should try the virtue of their respective beliefs 
by casting themselves together into a fiery pit, promising 
to embrace the religion of the one that came out safe. 
This appears, however, to have been somewhat of a decline 
from the large way of Akbar. His mausoleum is second 
only to the Taj in beauty. But I could not help feeling 
that the Albert Memorial in Hyde Park, with all its 
faults, represents an advance in the idea of a great man’s 
memorial. How far more precious to us now than this 
great silent palace rising over the small marble tomb 
would be a pedestal carved with the forms and faces of 
the men of all religions who gathered around Akbar in 
his wonderful assemblies! How valuable would be a 
statue there of Akbar himself, and statues of his scholarly 
friends, — Abulfazl, Bir Bar, and Faizi the poet, who de- 
scribed himself as “ a freethinker who belonsrs to a thou- 
sand sects ! ” 

Alcbar’s palace in Agra is beautiful, and has the charm 
of holding the marble slab on which his throne rested. 
It might be called Akbar’s Vedi, or pulpit — “ the pulpit 
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of liglit”of winch his friend Faizi wrote. Here he sat 
to judge his people. There is a red stain on it, said to be 
of blood, as if the marble still remembered the heart’s 
blood of a true man. Before this marble dais came the 
learned men from all parts of the world, and from the 
religious camps into which creeds had divided it. Each 
brought his Sacred Boohs, — 6tudic<l by Ahbar seven gen- 
erations before Itnown to the scholars of Europe, — and 
each had his gospel and his argument heard and heeded. 
None was permitted to affront another; the throne of 
one emperor at least should bo tho throne of impartial 
justice .and calm reason 1 Three hundred years before 
Ahbar the same largo hospitality to all religious ideas 
and systems was known in China before an emperor 
whoso hanl Moslem faith had been softened by Buddhism 
— even in that stately pleasure-dome ” of Kuhla Khan, 
which some suppose the dream of Coleridge. 

But it reappeared in the Jumna, beside which rose this 
pleasure-dome and palace of truth, w'hcro Ahbar brought 
India its d.ay of grace, so soon sinned .aw.ay I There aro 
some indications in the ancient accusations brought against 
Solomon for idolatry that the wise king was the prototype 
of these orlcnt.al liberals. They are .all fairly followed by 
the catholicity of the English r^itno, which maintains 
perfect equality of all religions, and protects every temple 
and every so-called “ idol ” from affront. 

Tho chief obstacle to a full appreciation of the poetic 
ideals embodied in oriental mythology by English and 
American people lies in our ethical limitations. It re- 
quires close study of the early social conditions of India 
to SCO that the morality by which tho legends and im- 
ages of India .are judged is the result of local conditions, 
and its standard provincial. AH through this region the 
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legends of Krishna and his dances with the milkmaids, 
multiplying himself miraculously, are particularly strong. 
To the average Englishman they suggest immoral ideas, 
and it is rare to find a mind so elevated as Renan, who 
intended to compose a sacred ballet on Krishna. The 
scientific mind guards itself from confusing even such 
institutions as polygamy and polyandry with immorality. 
Immorality depends on the actual wrongs caused, not on 
the supposed spiritual injuries, by any conduct. In a 
conference of Protestant missionaries at Calcutta it was 
made clear that it would be unjust and cruel, therefore 
immoral, for their Hindu eonverts to send all their wives 
adi’ift except one. This conference, consisting of Epis- 
copalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, Independ- 
ents, came unanimously to this conclusion ; — 

If a convert, before becoming a Christian, has married 
more wives than one, in accordance with the practice of 
the Jewish and primitive Christian churches, he shall be 
permitted to keep them all, but such a person is not eli- 
gible to any office in the church. 

Although General Sleeman, in his delightful “Ram- 
bles,” and others, have said much of the virtues of the 
Emperor Akbar’s wife, there would appear to be some 
possibilities that the father of her first son after his mar- 
riage was the famous hermit to whom the childless pair 
came for mii’aculous assistance. The historians are care- 
ful to say that this hermit, Sheik Saleen, was ninety-six 
years old. The statement bears a suspicious resemblance 
to the extreme age ascribed to Abraham, and in modi- 
ajval art to the husband of Mary. This eldest son of 
Altbar and the Hindu princess who had become his wife, 
born 1569, was at any r.ate named Saleen after the her- 
mit. He ascended the throne under the name of Jehangir, 
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nnd, if indeed lio were the hermit’s son, did more justice 
to hi*? nmatoxy propensities than to the good name of 
Alvhar. In obtaining his wife, he went beyond the exam- 
ple of David in the Uriah affair, which it closely resem- 
bles in all except the repentance. 

That the great-hearted Akbar’s liberality and toler- 
ance should Imvc proved the very means of leading on 
the strife, cruelties, murders, which culminated in the 
enthronement of Aurungzcb, the murderous “Man of 
Prayers,” is enough to make one a pessimist. TVliilo 
moving among the memorials of these events I came upon 
a fair symbol of that saintly assassin — a Inigo crocodile 
just caught in the Jumna. Its face and the hungry cru- 
elty of its roaming cyo were a study. It was dragon-like, 
and the crowd of half-naked, dusky people around this 
reptile, well secured wUb ropes, opened a sort of vista 
into the saurian ago. The St. George who had conquered 
the monster was making money by it, as it is said the 
saint did. 

And now I bad a droll adventure in this crowd. I had 
managed, or thought I had, to convey to my guide my 
desire to see the poorest parts of Agra — dwellings of 
the poor. It puzzled him exceedingly. After profound 
meditation on what I had said, by tbo assistance of a 
chance Babu, bo directed the driver to stop in the mid- 
dle of the street. He then went fortlj right and left and 
brought back a swarm of r.agged and mutilated beggars, 
and pointing to them, said, “There I there!” or some- 
thing that sounded lilio those words. He evidently had 
concluded that my desiro was to form a sort of collection 
of Agra paupers and deformities. In one minute my car- 
riage was completely blocked by a crowd of these wretched 
people holding out their bands and their babies, with 
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cries of “ Boxes ” (Baksheesh). Fortunately, I was pro- 
vided with pice enough to divert the attention of the 
crowd to another part of the street hy throwing them 
there. In this way we escaped from the siege, and al- 
though I was followed by certain beggars whose muti- 
lations made them swift, found refuge in the Jumna 
Mosque. 

The Jumna Mosque, built in honour of the Princess 
J ehanara, — who with her brother Dara (murdered by his 
brother Aurungzeb) had maintained the great liberalism 
of their grandfather (Akbar), — has fitly become asso- 
ciated with schools in which various languages and lit- 
eratures are taught. On the right of the great court there 
are large spaces something like open cloisters. Next to 
the pleasure of seeing the Taj, if not even greater, was 
that I experienced in seeing these children — Hindu, 
Moslem, and Christian — studying Persian, Arabic, Urdu, 
and these from their great literatures. I lingered near, 
and listened to their musical voices reading to their vener- 
able teachers Suras of the Koran, sentences from Saadi’s 
“ Gulistan ” and “Bustan,” tales from Nizami, verses from 
Hafiz. Several of the teachers with whom I conversed 
were pleased with my interest in the Persian and Ara- 
bian poets, and showed me the books used. At my 
request some children were selected who sang quatrains 
of Omar Khayyam. I purchased some of these works, and 
in the neighbourhood bought queer picture-books of Hindu 
mythology put forth by some freethinking caricaturist. 
On the whole, this mosque of the lowly and liberal Jeha- 
nara, with its schools, — possibly following similar ones 
founded by herself , — where children are taught the real 
beauties of oriental literature, — seems to me of equal 
beauty in one sense with the Taj. Here was the last lamp 
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burning from tbo sacred tomb of Akbar! Its light 
reflected a beautiful light from the Taj, the tomb of her 
mother. To this again I repaired to linger motionless 
before it until the night train should tear mo away. 
Through all the park doves were cooing, the flowers 
breathing their passionate perfume, while here and there 
man and maid wandered in the deep foliage ; and I 
caught the theme of that old, old music which has built 
the walls of many cities before and since Thebes, but 
never built in stone a more beautiful monument than the 
Taj. 

The American poet Park Benjamin wrote a charming 
“ Song of the Stromkcrl,” based on the following quota- 
tion from "Washington Irving: — 

“The Swedes delight to tell of the Stromkcrl, or boy 
of the stream, who haunts the glassy brooks and steals 
gently through green meadows, and sits on the silver 
waves at moonlight, playing his harp to the elves who 
dance on the flowery margin.” It would be a fair subject 
for any investigator of folk-lore to search out how far 
has extended in Europe this romance of the youthful 
Krishna and his dance, while his career as a renowned 
and crafty warrior has no distinct representations in 
the west. The legend of Krishna’s dance with the cow- 
maidens, each believing she had him for a partner, bears 
a notable resemblance to a scene m George Sand’s mar- 
vellous novel, “Lcs Maitrcs Sonneurs.” The fascinating 
young genius of the mysterious Band suddenly appears at 
a village fete, with his exquisite cornet sets them all to 
dancing, manages to dance with all the prettiest, and van- 
ishes in the forest at daybreak. George Sand’s picture is 
too realistic for one to be certain of anything more than 
that if any such rustic performance suggested the Krishna 
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dance-legend it must have been in an India long ex- 
tinct. 

There is a popular Puranic legend which has not yet, 
I believe, received attention from the students of com- 
parative mythology. In a discourse in London (which 
was printed) relating to the legend of St. Agnes I traced 
her steps through the Miracle Plays to Lady Godiva of 
Coventry, but I had not then connected her with the Hindu 
princess Hraupadi. St. Agnes, it will be remembered, 
was a Christian convert who refused the suit of a Roman 
nobleman, saying that she was betrothed to a heavenly 
lover. The youth’s father, Prefect of Rome, unable to 
bend her resolution, condemned her to public exposure 
and dishonour. But when she was divested of clothing, 
the Prefect’s son, as he approached her, was struck 
blind, and when she was led forth her hair had miracu- 
lously grown so as to envelop her as a garment. After- 
wards, however, she pitied him who had been struck blind, 
and her prayer restored his sight. 

The beautiful Draupadi, wife of the five Pandavas 
princes, was taken captive by King Duryodhan, who was 
about to marry her. The loyal wife scornfully refused, 
and the fierce king ordered that she should be cut to 
pieces, and first, he said, ‘ Strip her so that all may see 
her ! ” His officer seized her by the hair and began to 
strip her. She prayed to Krishna, who appeared before 
her. When Dushasan stripped her he found another 
dress ; he stripped her of that and found yet another ; 
and thus he went on until he found a dress which adhered 
to the skin and could not be removed. These miracles 
converted her oppressors, and all went well. 

In a conversation I once had with Anthony Froude 
concerning the resemblances between certain narratives 
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in tlic oritntnl boolcn nnd tlioso o£ tlio Biblo, lie said 
tint n nnniWr of jiuch roincldcnccs used to be Lilbcd 
of among Ibo students at Oxf<ml when he was therc» 
and that they were explained b^ a thcorj that there It id 
been a divine preparation of the ancient pagan nee, 
for the reception of the Christian rc\ elation Since that 
time, hoireicr, the stndy^ of Christiati xn^tliologj has at 
tamed the proj>ortions of a science 

The onlj satisfactor) method of discriminating between 
a natural coincidence of one mjth willi another and those 
that could not hare had indcitcndcnt origin is, ns I thinh, 
the simple literary method It docs not follow hcciuso 
some of the things said in the Ihhle to ha\o been imported 
by Solomon base Sanscrit names tliat Solomon sisitcd 
India, The American (nrUcy iieacr camo from Tiirhc^ ,and 
our Amcncan Indians never came from India But the 
“ Judgment of Solomon,** for instance, is tncoablo to aa 
Indian source In the oriental legend the wi«o judge is a 
maiden Tor Visahha, son of the prime minister of Kosala, 
a bride is sought iti various regions h) a Brahman Among 
the many maidens consersed with one ga\c evidence of ex- 
traonbiiarj wiidom. Slicwas brought to Ivosalawithgrcat 
pomp, hut before being ashed for her band she was enter- 
taincil in the palace in order tint Jier wisdom might ho 
tested Among the various tests she w*as asked to dccido 
hetiroen two noincn c}aim}ng to ho mother of tho sanw 
child She said — 

Speak to the two women thus, “As wo do not know 
to which of you the bo^ belongs, let her who is the strong 
cst take the boj.” nhen each of them has taken hold 
of ono of the hoy’s hands, and ho begins to cry out on 
account of the pain, the real mother will let go, being full 
of compassion for him, and knowing that if her child re- 
mains alive she will bo able to see it again , but the other, 
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who has no compassion for him, will not let go. Then 
beat her with a switch, and she will thereupon confess 
the truth of the whole matter. 

Thus far one might say that this tale, from the Tibetan 
“ Kah-Gyur,” might have been suggested by the story of 
Solomon. But in the Biblical tale there is a missing link : 
why should the false mother, who had so desired the 
child, consent to have it cut in two ? What motive could 
she have ? In the Tibetan tale one of the women is the 
wife, the other the concubine, of a householder. The 
wife bore him no child, and was jealous of the concubine 
on account of her babe. The concubine, feeling certain 
that the wife would kill the child, gave it to her, with her 
lord’s approval; but after his death possession of the 
house had to follow motherhood of the child. If, however, 
the child were dead, the false claimant woidd be mistress 
of the house. Here, then, is a motive wanting in the story 
of Solomon, and suggesting that the latter is not the 
original. 

In the ancient “Mahosadha Jataka ” the false claimant 
proves to be a Yakshini (a sort of vampire) who wishes 
to eat the child. To Buddha himself is here ascribed the 
judgment, which is much the same as that of the “wise 
Champa maiden,” Visakha. Here also is a motive for 
assenting to the child’s death which is lacking in the Bib- 
lical story. 

It may be mentioned as an interesting parallel that 
the wise maiden in the Hindu tale bears the same 
name as the young man whose bride she becomes — 
Visakha, — and that the bride in Solomon’s Song of 
Songs is named Shulamith, — feminine of Shelomoh, 
Solomon. 

All the Hindus I met impressed me by tbeir politeness 
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and tact. Perhaps their Buperiority to tho average mis- 
sionarj’ in manners is that tlio Ilindn is not a propagandist 
of his religion. lie is not addicted to the rudeness of tell- 
ing others, “ Tour religion is all false, mine is true, and 
you will ho damned, as your ancestors are, if you don’t 
agree ^\ ith me.” I have no douht that these learned Brah- 
mans, ^vho know English and are students of tho Bible, 
arc convinced that Christianity has derived ideas from 
India, but in no instanco have 1 known any one of them to 
suggest this unless tho subject was introduced by myself. 
They not only avoid treading on Christian foes, but even 
on corns. 

In recent times educated Christian w'ritcrs have been 
inclined to follow Paul’s example on Mars Hill, and quote 
tho poets of alien religions, claiming indeed that “Provi- 
dence ” luas prepared in all races furrows for tho gospel 
seed, there being only one or two coincidences that excite 
their fear. Principal among these is tho similarity be- 
ti^ccn the birtli-legcnds of Krishna and Christ. The ques- 
tion of precedence is too academic to bo dealt with here, 
but an cxaininatiou of tho old Hindu pictures leads mo to 
tho conclusion that at no period could the name “ Christ ” 
or his birth-legends have been appropriated for an amo- 
rous deity like Krishna. In later times European and Hindu 
authors have tried to give mystical interpretation to tho. 
love romances of Krishna, just as the Bible translators 
headed the chapters of the “Song of Songs” with such 
absurdities, but it seems that this eighth incarnation of 
Vishnu (Krishna) represents a reaction of human nature 
against the extreme Sivaitc asceticism. One may even 
conjecture that tho Buddha legend was a sort of Sivaite 
protest against some flute-playing and Epicurean philoso- 
pher, and that their conflict passed through the ages from 
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the Jumna to the Jordan to be represented in a childish 
rune — 

We piped unto you and ye did not dance : 

We wailed, and ye did not beat tbe breast. 

The well-known description of the young Prince Sid- 
dartha’s last great fete in his palace ; the “ bevy of the most 
lovely and fascinating girls surrounding him, striving by 
dancing, music, and songs to attract his thoughts to plea- 
sure ; ” his regarding “ his royal palace, full of lovely wo- 
men, as if it were but a cemetery full of horrid corpses ; ” 
his leaving this splendour, also his wife and child, to become 
a mendicant, — all these traditions picture the earthly and 
present paradise with which Krishna and his beautiful 
Radha have been for many centuries — and are to this day 
— associated. 

Of Buddha and Christ alike it is said that they were 
rich but became poor. Alike they are of royal lineage. 
Krishna is predestined to a throne, which he finally attains. 
Born at Mathura, on the river Jumna, between Agra and 
Delhi, Krishna springs from the tribe of Yuda. A Krish- 
naite might quote literally Hebrews vii, 14 : “It is clear 
beforehand that our Lord has sprung out of Judah” 
(louda). His father was Vasudef, his mother Devoid (i. e. 
Divine Lady). On the night of his birth his uncle. King 
Kansa, had been warned by a voice from heaven that the 
eighth son of Devaki would slay him, and consequently 
had every nephew killed when born. But Vasudef fled 
with the child across the river and placed him with the 
shepherd Nando and his wife Yosado, — this lady becom- 
ing famous as Krishna’s reputed mother. The tyrant 
Kansa then orders a general massacre of infants, but 
Krishna and his brother, Balarama (Rama the strong) are 
saved and the two are brought up by Yosada as her own. 
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Tho persecution by Kansa and his death by the hand of 
Krishna or Vasudef are mentioned in Pantajali’s “ Great 
Commentary” Csccond century n. c.). There is evidence, 
too, that there was then a dramatic representation of the 
story, — as there is tewlay. But tho Kansa legend has 
long been eclipsed in popular interest by the stories of 
tho cliildhood and youth of Krishna in tho shepherd’s 
home. 

Among tlic popular coloured prints representing tho 
conventionalized story of Krishna, which I brought homo 
with mo, two aro of especial interest and beauty. One 
represents tho fair foster-mother Yosada holding some 
littlo fruit or sugar-plum In her band for the beautiful 
dark blue babe wliich in moving on tho floor, on hands 
and knees, turns his face to her and lifts his right hand. 
They aro in a fine hall with pillars and arches ; she is 
elegantly draped, in dark red cloak and hood, arms and 
feet jewelled, but no nose-ring: the child is naked but 
covered with jewels, — one heart-shaped pendant on his 
breast, another above his forehead, a circle above which 
rise three feathers forming a sort of cross. A vague halo 
surrounds the head. Still more striking is tho other pic- 
ture. Yosada comes out of a flno arched doorway to a 
veranda following blue Krishna, a hoy of ten years, with 
her hands on Ins shoulders, where they aro met by his 
brother Balarama, of tho same size, who leans forward to 
kiss him. This brother is white, and bears a staff. Out- 
side is a flock of sheep watched by the shepherd, who has 
a long white beard and a crook in his hand. There is the 
same disparity of age between Nanda and Yosada that is 
noticeable in pictures of Joseph and Mary. Yosada and 
both children are richly dressed and adorned with pearls, 
each having one on the upper lip, I find it impossible to 
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look at tkis. picture without feeling that it is related to the 
Catholic picture of the Holy Family and St. John the 
Baptist, although there is here no halo. 

There are many theories about the dark blue colour of 
Krishna. The name means “black.” Possibly it was ori- 
ginally meant to show that he was sprung from the dark 
aborigines (non-Aryan) and the blue tint given later when 
he was declared an avatar of Vishnu, whose throat was 
blue. 

“ Krishna teaching Eadha to play the flute ” is a favour- 
ite subject of Hindu art. The merry youth possessed the 
magic flute, and no cowherdess could resist its charm. 
According to Eusebius the original Prodigal Son had 
in the far country devoured his substance with “flute- 
women.” 

The early Christians destroyed, utterly, more than a 
hundred gospels and epistles now known to have existed, 
among them three by St. Thomas, traditionally the apos- 
tle to India. We are left, then, to conjecture what scan- 
dals to ascetics like John the Baptist and his disciples, 
who fasted while Jesus fasted not, led to the reputation 
of his being “ a glutton and a wine-drinker, a friend of 
bankers and sinners,” also to the narratives of worldliness 
and fine entertainments in Egyptian palaces of Joseph, 
Mary, and the child, related in the Arabic Gospel. 

It must be always borne in mind that with Buddhism 
arose the first missionary religion ; their propagandists went 
through the nations, like the Franciscans of later times, and 
in cities where their language was popularly unknown they 
must depend on scenery and pantomime. There are evi- 
dences of Buddhist missions in Palestine and Arabia, and 
the scenes of gaiety and licentiousness associated with 
Krishna and his flute and dancing girls beside the Jumna 



UlOrSD 01' ST. GIOSAFAT m 

xrotiM iiatHmlly In' tlic baclcgrouiid of the Prlucc Buddha 
turning lus hack on nil worldl}* revelries. 

The lioatitiftil statue of St. Gio^afat in the ancient 
church l>cnring his naiuo nt Palermo is one of the most in- 
teresting in Kuropc. John of D.'Mnascus (liom a. d. G7C) 
came into contact (hero with tlio story of a prince who 
preparoil two Ikixcs, one of gold the other of some base 
suh'lancc, l>otwccn which his nobles were summoned to 
make (licir clioicc ; (hey all chose the gold box which was 
found full of dead l»ones, while the other was found to con- 
tain rarest gems. Tlie prince then rehulccd his nobles for 
judging by (lie fon<oa. This prince, as is now known, w'.as 
no other tlian Buddha, hut on the rcpri‘scntations of John 
of I).amx<eus at llonie ho wan declared a saint and rccog- 
ntrc<I as such by a «ciccc<iio« of Po;>cs from Sixtus V to 
the present day, — November 27 in the Calendar being 
solemnly set apart for his comnienioralion. This beautiful 
cx.a»jplo of (ho continuity of religious hlstorj* is fitly on- 
shrinwl In tlie beautiful statue. The crown and the nimbus 
rise alxivo a face, in which iimnliness and womanliness aro 
combined, turneil to the crucifix upheld in Iho righthaud, 
the left being folded around a largo volume. 

I was interested to find all the young jieoplc in India and 
in Ceylon sjMjahing of the Brahmans ns the “ Catholics.” 
I asked several of them liow they m.anagcd to get tliat 
term tor l3;e original religion of their counti^’, and they 
could not tell mo anything except that it w'os inherited 
from time immemorial. In looking at the fa\oiirito house- 
hold pictures of Brahmanism, I feel certain that their so* 
callc<l “goddesses” arc simply a Bisterhoo<l of 8ymbolic.al 
figures. There is a goddess of music (Benapani), who 
holds a long, uniformly narrow’ stringed instrument which 
rises up above her solar halo ; sho is seated ou a throne of 
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unopened white lilies over a lake, lier footstool being a 
red-leaved lotus. Sbe is a sister, no doubt, of Radba, learn- 
ing to play tbe flute from ber beloved Krishna. And both 
are glorified in tbe supreme goddess Laksbmi, the goddess 
of Prosperity. Tbe beautiful face of Laksbmi and ber 
superb jewelled crown surmounted by tbe Pballic emblem 
is baloed by tbe sun ; ber light band holds a large golden 
vase with turreted cover ; tbe affluence of earth and sea 
surrounds ber, — all varieties of shells and lotuses, and be- 
yond ber a field of golden wheat. But there are two sym- 
bols that set one dreaming of ber kinswomen in other 
lands : prominent beside ber is a large owl, which tells of 
tbe Wisdom that crowned Prosperity in Athens ; and at 
Laksbmi’s breast is clasped a sheaf of wheat which will 
reappear in the image of Ceres at Rome. 

The owl is universally a bird of ill omen. Erom it came 
tbe fatally fascinating Lilith, whose name is foolishly 
suppressed under tbe name screech-owl in tbe old version 
of Isaiah xxxiv, 14 : “ Lilith shall abide there and find 
her a place of rest.” Lilith, in Jewish tradition Adam’s 
first wife, would more nearly resemble Radba. The owl of 
Laksbmi is always white, its uncanny reputation being 
thus perhaps softened into that of a white witch. Its great 
eyes, unwinking, able to see into and through the darkness, 
made it the symbol of Fortune and of Wisdom so long 
as Paradise was conceived as on earth ; when Indra’s Par- 
adise was superseded by a Paradise in the sky the owl was 
superseded by the carrier pigeon, which on Egyptian mon- 
uments the priests are seen sending off to bear the secrets 
of earth to the gods. 

At every moment in India I had to lament the narrow- 
ness of our English and American theologians and pro- 
fessors who, in their gratuitous jealousy for the originality 



ouir.ix or wr-.s'rr.iix roLK-LOiu: not 

of in Iho lUltlr. implnnlcd even in llic most 

Hln’ral nf u* Ihrir jinpiK a notion tlinl t!icrc sra't nt find 
U'fore llio Wjjinnin;; of onrmap^nt gnlf fixed between 
the ** Holy Lnn<l ** atnl India^ i»o that nothing could have 
bf-cn jvoMilily dorircil ibercfrom by Christianity. Tliat 
error is now cxjdo<lc<l, even in IVotcit.nnl countries, — 
for tlioGrceb and Itoman cbtirclics must be credited with 
Iiiviug for the mo*l jnrt ignorci! this error. In fact, 
nearly all of our Knrt>jw*an and American folkdore is the 
<!/hri< of Asiatic usage ami ffij*cntl{ion, «ueh ns Messing 
j»o<iplc when ihry snrcrc; the indication by n burning 
car or checlc tint »nm<l»ody is talking about you; the 
1 ‘ymlKiliim of the stork; the dog howling nt night ns a 
f»rrs.igc of death ; and the horsc*lioc ns |»rotoetion ngninst 
wwcrj'. 

I'lieCorcuautof Baltin thcl*ast,rrhlehin Eurojxfsimjdy 
rvprcicnls an idle notion that to sjull fait in offering it 
l>o<Ki nfjffarrri. |>o*»cs»c* s r»c.aning tmecahle to the time 
when men carricil with them on their journej'S all supplies 
oxeej)! a few very cheap thing*. Kverj* K>.in was suppased 
to l»c “ worth his fill,** 'vhich thus hccamo n symbol of 
universal brolberhood. If a man ss ere a secret enemy ho 
must manage to i>|ull the salt which a suspicious stranger 
might demand. In India it is usual for every child to 
licgin a birthday hy talcing a little salU 

It if a snfijcient cvhJenco lliat tho book of Job is 
adaptcil from au Asiatic original that in tlio "West ono of 
its most significant sentences (i, 22) has been translated, 
“ In all tins Job sinned not, nor cbaigcd God foolishly ; ” 
the roil translation being, ” Iii all this Job sinned not, 
nor offered bis sncrifico svithout salt.” Job fulfilled bis 
part of the covenant without faltering. 
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Allahabad — Manwaysh festival — Ganges immersions — A Christian- 
Braliman debate — Relic of cobra-worship — River deities — Christian 
and Brahman doctrines of sacrifice. 

I WAS sorry not to find Sir Alfred Lyall at Allahabad, 
but two gentlemen in the Club treated me politely and 
secured for me a good guide for the great annual festival 
called Manwaysh — that is, the Junction of the Waters. 
It is here that the Ganges and the Jumna meet; and to 
the eyes of faith there is a third river, the Saraswati, 
which unites with them. The three form the most sacred 
of the seven streams that fall from the right foot of 
Vishnu, according to the Vishnuites — from the brow of 
Siva according to the Sivaites. Inside the fort at Alla- , 
habad are the remains of a subterranean temple in which 
is a sacred fountain believed to be fed by the waters of 
Saraswati, I was reminded of Coleridge’s “ Alph ” — 

Where Alph, the sacred river, ran, 

Through caverns measureless to man, 

Down to a sunless sea. 

Here too a fountain “flung up momently the sacred 
river ; ” and around it was a strange collection — the 
Bleeding Tree, an upright log at whose base are two foot- 
prints of Vishnu ; a phcdlia linga said to have been cut 
through at a blow by the Moslem Aurungzoo, whereon 
from one side flowed milk, from the other blood ; foot- 
prints of Rama and of his wife Sita ; and many remark- 
able images of Krishna, one or two of which appeared to 
me inclining to be Buddhas. Emerging from this subter- 
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nncnn hiding jihco of imigcs finfficicntlj rude to scclc 
conccMmcnt, inj c}cs ^vero greeted h} the sight of a 
superb Pillnr of A^riKn, with its monl lai\s in good pre 
sc^^*^tlon, finely pcdc^tillcd 'ind surrounded h) a pirlerrc 
of flower? tended b} English hands 

It IS three miles from the fort to the junction of the 
riicrs, but it ins nccessarj to Icaic there my carnage, and 
ino\c on foot through the dense crowd It was estimated 
that t?\o nitllions were present during the two days’ fes 
tival As these people were to inj eje all alike, the men 
mostlj ml od, I had to pm a bit of red on tlio bead*drcss 
of mj guide in order to follow him as ho pressed on rap 
id!}, shoring people aside As we drew near to the pro 
moiitorj between the rivers the bazars multiplied, and 
man} banners floated tlirongh the air, pictured with all 
mannerof totems nondescripts, and sjmbols On one side 
was an aero of ground, where a large population, squatted 
on the ground, were liaving their heads shorn b} barbers 
The ground was carpeted with black hair, cacry liair sac 
rificed meaning an added } car in Paradise No woman, 
however, was sacrificing her glory m tins waj , nor did the 
women imitate the zeal of man} male pilgrims, who cov- 
ered themselves with mud before plunging into the wat- 
ers A priest standing m the water rccciacd each muddy 
pilgrim and besought the river deities to purge him of sin 
even as the waters avashed the mud from his body 

The riacrs arc shallow at their junction, and a continu 
ons procession was wading from bank to bank The 
banlcs far and near were black with the swarm of people 
There were linos of barges moving to and fro, and an 
island made of bamboo boats, from which Hindus were 
leaping every second I was soon on a barge, observing 
the ecstasies of the multitude, aud their loud invocations 
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when immersed. The men wore only the regulation loin- 
cloth. The women on the bank passed in frank nudity 
from their clothes to transparent bathing wrappers. 
There was no sign of conscious or recognized indecorum, 
but on the other hand no solemnity, — all were merry. 

A large portion of the plain had the appearance of a 
pleasure fair. It was a kind of combination of Nijni-Nov- 
gorod and many Methodist campmeetings. There were 
little extemporized villages (of shanties) intersected by 
small pathways, and tents with their shrines ; there were 
innumerable fakirs covered with ashes, their foreheads 
frescoed with symbols, receiving worship and copjjers. In 
one enclosure, to which my guide took me' accidentally, 
some person in authority warned us off. My guide moved 
away rapidly, but gave me no explanation. It may not 
have been a religious performance at all. 

There were many low, broad tables about the grounds, 
which did service as chairs also, supporting the fruits, 
grain, and sugar cakes sold as refreshment for both man 
and gods. There were little burnt offerings for ancestors 
always going on. Priests were performing some kind of 
ceremony over devotees who bent their heads to the 
ground; the priest covered the low bent head with his 
skirt, muttered prayer or formula with open eyes, received 
his coppers or cowries, and moved on to the next. At va- 
rious points boys rang small beUs, apparently to attract 
the people to some priest ready to do something for them. 
Large numbers of sacred cows were led about, decorated 
with mystical symbols and chains of coins or imitations of 
them, besides ribands about their horns. Those who led 
the little slate-coloured animals expected pice, which were 
given, however, chiefly to those whose cows exhibited some 
deformity. The number of these was large enough to be 
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rooIogiciH} interesting Tlio monstrosities consisted of 
little logs or tills coming out of tlio inimal s forehead, 
shoulder, or rump These excrescences were handled 
frcclj, several of them bj myself Goctlio sajs, “Nature 
reveals her secrets in monsters,” but the Hindu notion is 
that the secret of some god or demon is contained in 
cacli monstrosity It must bo on tins principle they 
placate their fierce persecutor General Nicholson, \sho fell 
in the sjc^ of Dclln , and elsoivhcro an Englishman is 
worshipped who hilled his wife and drank himself to 
death 

A certain reverence seemed to bo paid to human infirm 
itics, some of these being frightful enough The sufferers 
display cd their “ losses *’ ns proudly as Dogberry Amazing 
was a female yoyi, quite naked, writhing on the ground 
and filling the nir with her ra\ing3 Sho was said to bo 
“l>05scsse<l,’‘ and rcccncd pice therefor Not far from 
this was a tent in which a Naiitch dancer was performing 
in pantomime some divine fable 

I obscr>cd at various ]>omts two small boys with painted 
faces and decorated pastcboanl hats, each holding a how 
and arrow They were motionless, and I could not under 
stand the meaning of this recurring wayside tableau, but 
suspect tint it is tlio last diminutive outcome of Aryuna 
and Abhimonzu, — the boy warrior now pictured as the 
“boy hermit’ At another point a man was telling a 
gaping circle something mysterious about a veiled woman 
who sat near Imn 

The most pathetic sight was that of a London mis 
sionary m his tent contending single handed against a 
circle of acute Brahmans There was a large crowd around 
tho disputants The heat alone was enough to handicap 
the Englishman , but, apart from that, his task was suf 
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ficient to cause perspiration. I was careful to secure a 
translation of every word as it was uttered on either side. 
As I entered, the Brahman was saying, “ You say we must 
have faith ; well, we have faith.” Missionary : “ But you 
must have the right faith.” “ Our faith seems to us as 
right as your faith seems to you.” “ But you have faith 
in such things as the water of the Ganges.” “ But if it 
is as you say, — we are saved by faith, — why should 
we not be saved by faith in the holy Ganges?” “How 
can the Ganges wash away your sins ? ” “ The water of 
the Ganges washed away my sins this morning.” “ How 
do you know that it has washed away your sins ? ” “ How 
do you know that the blood of Christ has washed away 
sins ? ” “I know it by the grace of God in my heart.” 
“And I,” said the Brahman, “know it by the grace of 
God in my heart.” A freethinking Babu remarked to me, 
“ That missionary, if he only knew it, is earrying coals to 
Newcastle.’^ I could not help smiling that our proverb 
should have travelled so far. 

On the second day of the festival I saw and heard a 
clever missionary, who realized that he had in his audi- 
ence two parties, — one from the Punjab who differed on 
some pet dogma from more southern Hindus. The mis- 
sionary was similarly hard pressed by his Brahman adver- 
sary, — a fine-looking and able man, — but he managed 
dexterously to shift the controversy round to the point of 
difference referred to. The Punjab men soon rose against 
the Brahmans, and the missionary had the satisfaction of 
- sitting for a quarter of an hour complacently wiping his 
brow while the Hindus disputed with animation. Their 
voices were not very loud, but their feeling seemed in- 
tense. One of them gesticulated in a strange way, and 
illustrated some point, which my interpreter did not quite 
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catch, by taking oft Ins slipper, treading on it, then put- 
ting it on again. 

I had obwrvctl that n goo<l many pilgrims camo from 
n direction in which I had been told by a Hindu scholar 
tliat there was something ]>ccultar to be seen. I devoted 
an aftcnioon to an exploration, and found myself amid 
scenes so iinustial that I felt as if I must have slept away 
a century or two backwanl and waked up in a rcmolo past. 

At last I approached a village whoso name was given 
me as D.iharwanga, — fire miles perliaps from Allahabad. 
Near it I came to a crowded common, where I got out of 
my carriage and sralkcd. Presently I came upon a human 
bead lying in my path on the ground. Starting back, I 
ivirccircd that tins paintcil hc.ad, though its eyes were 
closed, hclongod to a living man, tho rest of his body 
being buried. A small tcut bad been raised over another 
liead farther on to shade it from the sun. Scenes liko 
these began to multiply. I came ti}>on several naked bodies, 
apparently decapitated, their heads alone being buried 
and the gravel smootlieil flat over lliem. There were a 
number of children in this situation, strctcliing out their 
hands for gifts. So little respect, however, did their com- 
jianions feel for these infant devotees that they sometimes 
put hits of tin or flint in their hands, winch wero promptly 
tlirowii away. At one jwint a young woman was just 
burying a child up to tho neck. Sho indic.atcd to me her 
expectation of pice, which, of course, sho did not get. 

As I w.alkcd on, men and women seemed to bo frantic 
in tho same degree that I had witnessed at tho temple of 
Kali at Kalighat They were all pressing to a small and 
ancient temple. Thither I followed. Approaching the 
altar I beheld there ono imago alone — a huge fivc- 
hc.idcd carved cobra, blackened by time. A crowd, mainly 
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of -women, -were prostrate "before this -weird form. It was 
the first time I had seen serpent-worship, pure and simple. 
There was a horrible splash of blood on the pavement in 
front of the entrance. What poor animal it was that had 
there shed its blood as an offering to the Old Serpent I 
knew not ; hut I felt that there fear had paralyzed pity, 
and reason sunk lower than the brute it sacrificed. 

For two pice 1 bought one of the popular prints of the 
Allahabad festival, hawked by the wayside. It is a rude 
and primitive representation of Krishna standing on a 
lotus on the sands 5 on the surface of the Ganges a deity 
floats on a crocodile ; on the Jumna a deity rides on a 
turtle ; while between, presumably on the unseen Saras- 
wati, a deity rides on a goose. It appeared at first a fair 
triad, and fairly mounted on the zoblogic types of cruelty, 
slowness, and silliness, but it is the brute forms subject 
to divine forms. I returned to enlightened Akbar’s be- 
loved Allahabad, which Moslem zealots changed to “ City 
of AUapast,” passing the night-camps of innumerable 
pilgrims, whose fires and cauldrons made appropriate 
incidents in the big Witches’ Sabbath I had witnessed. 
There were no tents; they were spreading their straw 
beds on the ground in the open air, a motley multitude 
of men and women, there being, however, no indications 
of licentiousness. I passed by the spot where the great- 
hearted, catholic-minded Akbar' lived — where the noble 
Pillar of Asoka, with its sublime Buddhist edicts, still 
rises — and wondered if they who now hold the fort 
which guards that spot will ever rise to a corresponding 
height, and confront the superstitions and dogmas of the 
poor missionary labouring so vainly in his tent. 

While at Allahabad, under the vivid impressions of 
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vrhat 1 1ja<l seen, I wrote some nccoiint of them for a jour- 
nal, which excited the attention of religious papers. I 
was mortified to learn that iny testimony was cited to 
show the need of missions in India, Its importance being 
that I was hnonm to bo an admirer of tho oriental reli- 
gions. I did not blame the religious journals and the 
preachers for malting tho most of my description ; it was 
my own mistiltc to forgot that I was carrj-ing my South 
Place platform along in whatever I wrote, and in giving 
to tho world a description of certain morbid phenomena 
in India detached from iny account of things healthy and 
bcatitiful. 

"What I witnessed at Allahab.ad was tlio elite of tho fa- 
naticisms of the countrj', represented by two millions out 
of a jKijmlation of 300,000,000. Tho proportion of Hindus 
who deplore sucli things to those who act in them is as 
largo as tho proportion of Americans who hold aloof from 
spirit-rapping, Cliri«tian Science, and tlio Salvation Army. 
And for tho rest, what were these harmless orgies of 
three days, during which no accident or injury occurred 
to any oncjcomp.ired with what I had witnessed for many 
days together on Christian battlefields? Of course it will 
appear differently to Christians fanatical enougli to be- 
lieve that all these devotees are passing into eternal fires, 
bat for my part I would far rather see the crowd of people 
in my native Sontb gathered to Bacrifico bads belore Kail 
or Cobra, than gathered to bam a living negro. 

The late Professor F. W. Newman, brother of tho car- 
dinal, in early life discovered that there was no possibil- 
ity of converting tho “ heathen *’ until Christendom had 
earned a new reputation among them. Christians are 
known among them as great conquerors, avengers, traders, 
often lax in morals, indifferent to religion. Newman im- 
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agined a little colony among these aliens, so animated by 
primitive faith, love, disinterestedness, that their moral 
influence might be felt. Several Irish youths sympathized 
with his vision, and in 1830 they left for Bagdad. New- 
man, then about twenty-five, held a conversation at Aleppo 
with a Mohammedan carpenter, which left on him a last- 
ing impression. “ Among other matters,” says Newman, 
“ I was peculiarly desirous of disabusing him of the cur- 
rent notion of his people, that our gospels are spurious 
narratives of late date. I found great difficulty of expres- 
sion; but the man listened to me with much attention, 
and I was encouraged to exert myself. He waited pa- 
tiently till I had done, and then spoke to the following 
effect: ‘I will tell you, sir, how the case stands. God 
has given to you English a great many good gifts. You 
make fine ships, and sharp penknives, and good cloth and 
cottons ; and you have rich nobles and brave soldiers ; and 
you write and print many learned books (dictionaries 
and grammars) : all this is of God. But there is one thing 
that God has withheld from 3’'ou, and has revealed to us ; 
and that is the knowledge of the true religion, by which 
one may be saved.’ When he thus ignored my argument 
(which was probably quite unintelligible to him), and 
delivered his simple protest, I was silenced, and at the 
same time amused. But the more I thought it over, the 
more instruction I saw in the case.” 

After years of mental trouble Newman found that the 
Mohammedan carpenter was near the truth so far as 
English ignorance of religion was concerned. While in 
India I often recalled the incident, about which I had 
a talk with Newman, in the course of which he mentioned 
the impression made upon him during a voyage in Persian 
waters. “The Persians sat on deck all day motionless, 
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never lifting tlicir eyes from tliclr books, their scriptures 
and poets, which seemed to give them serene happiness.” 
TJio kite Professor Palmer of Cambridge, when giving mo 
his tmnsl.ation of a Persian poem for my “ Sacred Antho- 
logy,” said, “I tell my friends tliat if they study care- 
fully Persi.nn literature they will know something about 
religion,” *\Vould it not bo well if young men aspiring 
to missionary work were first sent out to these oriental 
countries under engagement not to criticise their existing 
religions until they had passed a year or two in studying 
tlicm? ^Vero tlicy to sweep diligently even among tlicso 
repulsive faerificcH and ceremonies of the more uneducated 
Hindus, such uncommittc<l students might find a pearl of 
price which the Christian fathers possessed, but which 
has been lost under the invasions of metaphysics and the- 
ologj*. If one reads the works of Irenreus, TertuUian, 
Origen, and Gregory of Xyssa, he finds a doctrine of Re- 
demption which, however mingled with superstition, at 
least harmoniics with Divine Love and ,Tusticc. Their 
faith never imagined that the Father had required tljo 
death of his Sod. The sacrifice was solely to Satan, to 
whom tlie human race was under a bond which not only 
doomed mankind to a future hell, but also so corrupted 
them in this world that they were not admissible to the 
divine kingdom. This morally sublime idea of a divine 
being spontaneously offering himself to be subject to Satan, 
and go to hell for the ransom of mankind, was repudiated 
by Atliauasius toivarcls the end of the fourth century. The 
jealousy of the Hebrew deity, unwilling to admit any 
limit to his power, oven in the domain of Diabolism, 
brought Christendom to that conception which wo think 
especially horrible among savages, — Human Sacrifice! 
■\Vlicre Origen beheld a pure God so loving the world as 
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to sacrifice liimself to tlie dark and evil Powers of 
nature as a substitute for tlie doomed race, the modern 
theologian now sees a God substituted for those evil 
Powers and demanding the death of Christ for his own 
satisfaction. 

I have gone into this anomaly of Christian history 
in order to illustrate what I mean by the lost Pearl. The 
religious spirit of the oriental world is just that of the 
early Christian believers. All of these sacrifices of goats 
which I saw at Kalighat and Allahabad were offered to 
those same dark and evil Powers. They are meant to 
placate the personified diseases and agonies whieh I saw 
in the “ devil-dances ” at Colombo. To Vishnu or his ava- 
tars no human sacrifices were ever sanetioned by any real 
Hindu religion. Suttee ( Sati) was never a sacrifice ; it was 
a wife gladly accompanying her lord in a chariot of fire to 
an earthly paradise there to dwell with him in joy forever. 
The effort to prove that human sacrifices occurred under 
the car of Juggenauth has totally failed. The lower 
classes still continue the animal sacrifices on great festi- 
val occasions, but one cannot say how far this is due to 
the motive of propitiation, or simply the continuance of 
old usages without any conscious purpose. At any rate, 
the presence of blood on any altar in India means a sac- 
rifice to some demon. The only offerings on the altars of 
the supreme deities are flowers. The following sentences I 
picked out of a translation from the Agni Parana by H. H. 
Wilson, F. R. S., — a manuscript in the India Hbuse 
library in London : — 

That is the best worship which is made without the 
expectation of the attainment of any particular object; 
the worst is that which is performed for the accomplish- 
ment of a particular end. 
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Ho wlio adores Vishnu should hchold him in every 
creature and e\eiy creahtre in him. 

TIio worshipper shall do homage to himself. He shall 
think in himself that the spirit which exists in the cro^^^ 
of his head has dispelled the darkness of his body, inter- 
nal and external, and endowed the whole form and the 
sense, so that he may considcrand say, “ I am divine,” and 
lay hold on tlie sword of knowledge. 

The Lord of Life (Vishnu) should not bo worshipped 
with flowers that lia\o faded. Those that grow in thine 
own ganlcn are far better than those of any other. V^ith 
the flowers gathered there must bo reverence — itself a 
flower. 

There is in the intellect a sacred lotus to which every 
breath is wafted, and in it lost. He who shall contemplate 
this flower in tho intellect sh.all And it full of splendour, 
hojond the collective light of many moons, and near unto 
tho Deity. 


The Hindu Christians found by Cosmas Indicoploustes 
in tbc sixth century —a largo number of congregations w ith 
a bisbop ordained in Persia — were called “ Christians of 
St. Thom.as.” They were united with the Roman Catholic 
Church in 1599, and seven years later tho Jesuit father, 
Robert Do Nobili, conceived tho plan of accommodating 
himself and his mission to Hindu customs. He encoun- 
tered strong opposition in his order, but the violent con- 
troversy after thirteen years was decided by Pope Gregory 
XV in his favour, and tho chuich in India largely in- 
creased until the sacrificial dogmas were introduced about 
two centuries later. The whole subject requires a minute 
historical and critical examination never given it. But 
it is certain that if the Hindus could be induced to adopt 
the theology of a blood sacrifice to any deity that deity 
would fall to the level of those evil beings to whom goats 
are now sacrificed. 
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The fundamental division between the oriental religions 
and Christianity is the merit principle of the former and 
the vicarious principle of the latter. The missionaries in 
sounding the changes on the superiority of the Christian 
nations in wealth are using their best argument. People 
who can relieve their consciences by claiming indemnity 
for their sins through Christ are more free in action, and 
if the indemnity did not equally include bad actions a 
philosophic secularist might rejoice in what strikes the 
oriental mind as worldliness. The grievous burden of 
oriental religion is that the personal merits are in the 
larger part not real and practical merits, but a heritage 
of rites and «eremonies, points of etiquette demanded by 
imaginary deities. These deities were no doubt evolved 
out of mere phrases, — as if out of such Christian phrases 
for Jehovah as “ Ancient of Days,” “ Creator,” “ Maker,” 
“ Almighty,” “ Heavenly Father,” “ First Person,” etc., 
each epithet was severally personified, each personification 
giving rise to a new brood. 

By this process the poetic beauty was lost from the 
early conceptions. In 1838 Emerson in his address to the 
divinity students at Cambridge said : “ The idioms of 

his (Jesus’) language and the figures of his rhetoric have 
usurped the place of his truth ; and churches are not built 
on his principles, but on his tropes. Christianity became 
a Mythus, as the poetic teaching of Greece and of Egypt, 
before.” The result of the similar process in India has 
apparently been more serious, because it was not so much 
churches that were built on the tropes as homes and 
haunted minds. Max Muller noticed that the sky is never 
spoken of as “ blue ” in the Bible or in the Yedas. In the 
Vedas the singers could hardly think of colour or beauty 
in a sky that had already become the all-searching eye of 
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Varuna rcncctctl even in tl»o water. Vanina was the spe- 
cial gtnnllan of morals, but unfortunately not merely of 
human morals. Thus, childless Ilariscliandra ha^^ng 
made a vow to Vanina that if granted children he nould 
immolate his firsl-lxim to him, a son (Rolnta) was born. 
The father evaded his vow and Vanina aflllcted him (the 
father) with dropsy. And the vengeance for that unful- 
fdlcd vow vent on. 

Vanina was ultimately supplanted by Dyaus, a name 
which survives in Jupiter (D}*au5-patcr, father of 
Heaven). And what the outcome of this dcselopmcnt of 
egoistic divinity was wo know by Aristotle’s remark, “It 
s\ould l>e ridiculous for any one to say that he loics Jupi- 
ter.” Rut fear may remain after love ceases, ami haunts 
the nursery after becoming merely formal among the ma- 
ture. 

Sinco the Knglish government hxs assumed in India 
the attitude of a purely secular power, entirely neutral 
between all religions, Christianity included, the English 
residents In India have inauifcsted a good deal of interest 
in the various systems around them. TJio cultivated 
gentlemen of the civil service arc apt to bo those who 
sought ofiico in India because of their appreciation of 
tlio grand literature and historic interest of the country. 
Tliero is no longer among the chaplains sent out by the 
English Church any talk about "heathenism.” All of 
which is favourable for leavening the Brahman measures 
of meal with that polite social interest uhich dissenters 
and Hindus alike regard as "worldlincss.” It is, however, 
possible that this literary and philosophical interest of 
English scholars may bo too academic. One feels at every 
step the vast distance of the popular worship from the wit 
and wisdom of the ancient books. Respect and charity 
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do not require that one shall applaud any religion so 
indiscriminately as to include the practical excrescences 
in which are accumulated the small occasional fanaticisms 
of ages. The hurtful thing in theological error is not in 
any catechetical formula; into that an individual mind 
wiU he certain to read its own ideas : hut the evil is done in 
the nests of old custom where the new ideas warm into life 
forces of practical evil. What India really needs is not 
that univ^ersal political suffrage wdiich is the European 
and American kingdom of Heaven, nor the abolition of 
Brahman caste, — which is not at all like the luxurious 
and privileged aristocracy of other countries, but more 
like that scholars’ caste which Emerson hoped for in 
America : the need is for a happier social life, wth gen- 
tlemen and ladies meeting in it on equal terms, and the 
practical emancipation of manners and habits from the 
ascetic usages which the cultured Pandits regard as an 
exoteric necessity for popular morality. It is that schol- 
arly Pandit who has to learn from -scholarly England that 
the greatest immorality is any system that sits authorita- 
tively on every woman and child and prevents the devel- 
opment of the moral freedom essential to real virtue as 
well as to happiness. 
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«e lee creature* out of their natural place that we do not 
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In Ikirnljay, hy the introduction of my Sonlh Place 
friein! Mr. Pliljison, X sva* aecortlwl a room in the Kng* 
lidi Cltib. There were eminent scholars in the place who 



318 MY PILGRIMAGE 

made my stay happy and instructive. With Professor 
Peterson of Elphinstone University I visited the caves of 
Elephanta, and there had the pleasure of meeting my 
old acquaintance Alexander Agassiz. He resembled his 
father in various ways. I am not sure that he is old 
enough to remember the time when his father was the 
most widely denounced heretic in America, and from 
that retrospective point of view saw with me the pictur- 
esqueness of the same heretic becoming a darling of the 
pulpits because of his opposition to Darwinism. It re- 
quired only a decade for the storm that raged around 
the heresy that mankind was not descended from a single 
pair to sink into a teapot tempest beside the tornadoes 
caused by the discovery of our anthropoid ancestry. 

The offence given by Agassiz was not really the denial 
of any Biblical statement, it being indeed easy to find in 
the Bible suggestions of various origins of mankind, — as 
for instance Cain’s emigration to the Land of Nod, finding 
a wife there and building a city. The trouble was that the 
theory of Agassiz did away with the fundamental faith “ in 
Adam’s fall we sinned all,” and logically upset the entire 
system of missions to peoples not descended from the 
fair and perfect Adam and Eve created by Milton in the 
Garden of Eden. And that corollary was not evaded by 
Agassiz ; he said it was a grievous mistake to try and in- 
troduce our own doctrines and institutions among races 
totally distinct by origin and development. 

After my travels in India I reached the conclusion that 
the possession of that vast country by England is a great 
blessing to mankind as well as to India, this being 
largely due to the fact that I’eligion had nothing to do with 
its origin ; also that the English monarch being the official 
head of Brahmanism, it is a sort of disloyalty for Chris- 
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tinnlty to hitcrfero tvillj llio natiiRil religion of the countrj*. 
TIio oltl East ImliaComj^any was n ptin^ly mercantile con- 
conj ; instead of caring about the institutions or morals of 
tho country, tlio liarcins of some old tradesmen are still 
associated with several groups of houses; they never con- 
sidered it ncccssarj* that the natives should be clothed like 
tho English. In this way tho traditions of personal liberty 
in India ^\crc solidified before tho countrj* passed under 
what is called tho “ benevolent despotism ” of England. 
And whatever may bo said of the faults of the government 
in Indi.a, hcncvolcnt it certainly is in tho most important 
sense, —namely, that it has entirely entled tho old chronic 
wars between tribes and races on points of theology. In 
China an<l Manila, American missionaries, — especially no» 
torions since tho time of Jndson for their ignorance, — can 
continue to advance tho cross by tho swortl, but in India 
Cbristianity is coinpellwl to depend on its merits and at- 
tractions. Tho Tneping insurrection and massacres in 
China wore not tlio uork of any native religionists in that 
country, but of a powerful chief excessively converted by 
some Ainorican missionaries, who began Imtchering Confu- 
cians and Eiuldhists in accordance with the divine orders 
in the Bihlo for exterminating tho Canaanites and tho 
priests of B-ial. If the missionaries in India only know 
more of tho people they would tremble to reflect what 
might occur if those people should accept the Bible as their 
guide. English and American Christians adapt themselves 
at homo to their systems, and do not accept literally tho 
sayings ascribed to Jesus that he had come not to send 
peace but a sword, and that his disciples should sell their 
garments to buy swords. But a long and tragical history 
has sliown that tho Hindus arc apt to take abstractions iu 
serious and practical ways. 
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A little book by Sir William Hunter, entitled “ The 
Old Missionary,” — he told me it was drawn from fact, 
— reveals the reason why men of ability and learning 
have withdrawn from the missionary field in India. The 
missionary, albeit not unorthodox, had emphasized the 
gentle, benevolent, and humane elements of his religion, 
and blended them with the same elements in the religion 
of the humble people around him. He had gained their 
affection, and built up a peaceful and happy parish of 
native Christians, none of whom could understand a word 
of the creeds, but were all able to feel the charm of his 
spirit and his charities. But one brilliant Hindu youth of 
his parish resolved to become a clergyman; he studied 
the Bible and the Church formulas critically and discov- 
ered what the old missionary had kept in the background. 
He insisted on the letter of the creeds and sacraments, 
split up the old missionary’s parish, ruined all his work, 
and brought his grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

A gentleman at the English Club at AUahabad sent me 
to an old Hindu Solomon there, who spoke perfect Eng- 
lish, and of whom I inquired how many Hindu Christians 
there were in the place. He asked me how many English 
officials there were there. I answered, “ Let us say twenty.” 
“ How many servants are allowed each family ? ” “ Per- 
haps five.” “Five times twenty is one hundred. There 
are one hundred Hindu Christians in Allahabad as long 
as those families sta3^” “ But what do their priests and 
relations say?” “Not a word. Nobody supposes their 
religion is changed any more than their complexion.” 

The “Cowley Brothers” are connected with the Church 
of England in a technical way, but their mission at 
Poonah is not, I was told, adojjted by the Chui’ch, and 
amounts only to a small colony of extreme ritualists gath- 
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crcil unilcr tho lieidship o! Ncbcantnh Goroli I was 
sorrj that I could not MSit Poonah for tho purpose of 
seeing this min, of whom I had hcirtl much from Mix 
Muller, hut I ^ras told b} inctids in Bombay that I would 
see in him only a ruin Ho was n man of high caste and 
of great loiming, who bj careful stud) bccimo dissitis 
ficd with Ins Hindu religion, and went to tho neighbouring 
mission station and asked to be receded as a Chnstiin 
It was a mission of illitcrato preachers from London con 
vcnticlcs, who could not in tlio least appreciate tho great 
man who had coitio into their hands Thc) sent him to 
their mission house in London, where ho was set to do 
tho drudgery of tho establishment, — carrying boxes of 
IkioI s and tracts, and in tho lDtcr^a)3 doing manual 
work All the brains of tho mission m India and m 
London put together would not have made ono brain 
cipial to that of this (loor Hindu scholar lie endured this 
for two or throe jears “Ono day,” said Max Alullor, 
“there entered my library a fine-looking man who gave 
Ills name as Nclacantah Gorch, and m attempting to 
speak to me in Lnglish faltered, and sat down and wept 
I recognized at once that 1 bad before me an Indian of 
importance, and began talking to him in Sanscrit On 
hearing this, ho arose with sliming face, and clasped my 
hand, and answering mo in Sanscrit, said that ho had 
been a slaio in London, and that at last liis patience and 
strength had broken down IIo had read some of my 
books and sought me out IIis story deeply impressed 
and even moicd mo , I called my wife, and after together 
making out tho whole ease, she insisted that ho should 
remain in our house for tlic time Ho w as a most modest 
man, but full of 1 nowledge,and wo found his conversation 
— for ho spoke fair English — very interesting His ao- 
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quaintance with the various schools of Indian philosophy 
was so great, and his powers of expression so excellent, 
that I persuaded him to write a treatise on the subject. I 
had in my library all the books to which he might wish to 
refer, and with eagerness he set himself to the work on a 
table provided in his chamber. His little book was pub- 
lished, and duly valued by those interested in its sub- 
ject — the Vedic Philosophy — and a good literary career 
seemed to open before him, but his religious ideas and 
feelings were overwhelming ; possibly, too, some of the 
High Churchmen had heard of his story and got hold of 
him. At any rate, he determined to return to India, and 
the last I heard of him was from a friend who recog- 
nized him in a motionless figure prostrated before a cross.” 

I have followed pretty closely Max Muller’s statement, 
which I wrote down at the time, and gave a discourse on 
Nelacantah Goreh to my people at South Place. I was 
told at Bombay that Nelacantah Goreh was entirely with- 
out influence at Poonah on his countrymen, that he was 
still kneeling before the cross. A living entombment ! 

In the gigantic image at Elephanta of the Hindu Triad, 
Professor Peterson enabled me to trace their transfigu- 
ration into the peaceful grandeur of the Buddha. The 
professor presented me with the subjoined translation 
which he had made from the ancient “ Subliaishitavali ” 
(garland of sweet sayings) of Vallabhandeva : — 

Heart, my heart ! You go down into hell and mount 
high above the heavens ; in emptiness of spirit you wan- 
der over the universe ; but not by wandering abroad will 
you lay hold on God, who is within you, who only can 
give you rest. 

There is this bond between me and thee — I am of all 
men the most miserable, thou art of all beings the most 
merciful: it cannot be. Lord, that thou wilt not save me. 
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I( I were not a great Einner, if I were not tUstracted by- 
fear, if I were not consumed by passion, what need should 
I liavo of a saWour? 

In OUT siclmess Himself is tbo physician and IlimseU 
tliD medicine ; in darkness, a light ; in rough places, a 
nath ; in danger, a protection, and in adversity, a brother ; 
Hois tho ship that shall bear mo safely over life's un* 
sounded sea. 

Judge West, whoso studios of ancient Pars? literature 
had helped mo in my ** Sacred Anthology’,’* was deep in 
Indian lore. Ho drove with mo about the country in his 
carriage and toolc pains that I should sco every object of 
sj>ociaI interest and fiignific.ancc. 

Among tho places wo visited was tho ‘Walldsbwur 
Tank, associated with a bc.autiful passage in tho “Ra- 
may'ana.” Tho lake is said to have sprung up at a point 
where the arrow of Dasaratha, father of Uama, fell upon 
what he 8upi>oscd to bo a stag, but whicli was Shravan, 
seeking water for his parents, athirst in tlicfr wanderings. 
It is in Hindu romnneo what fountains called from rock 
or desert by Jewish or Christian saints are in other tradi- 
tions. Tho water is surrounded by temples of remarkable 
beauty. There is a narrow cleft leading down to tho sea, 
through which plucky pilgrims arc said to be drawn, as a 
means of being “ bom again ” — similar rock clefts, with 
similar associations, being known in England. 

In Borab.ay Shankuran Pandit, editor of tho “ Eig Veda,” 
one of the noblest men I ever met, invited a company of 
Ids friends to meet me. Originally from different religions, 
•they were cmancip.ited minds ; but none of them appeared 
to dream of the religious institutions of India ever being 
changed. They had fraternally formed their little oasis 
of thought and culture in Bombay, and the vast deserts 
and jungles of superstition working on by processes of 
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natural evolution, supplied them with materials for psy- 
chological and social studies. Having no notion that such 
phenomena were caused by any supernatural power, their 
reason was not haunted by deity or demon. In these con- 
versations the few Parsis present were rather silent and 
shy, though it was my especial desire to get at their ideas. 

In Cambridge, England, I was told an anecdote of the 
Rev. Professor King, author of an excellent work on “ The 
Gnostics.” A Parsi student confided to him that he had 
some thought of becoming a Christian. The antiquarian 
being stronger than the clergyman in the professor, he 
remarked, “There are so many Christians in the world, 
and so few Parsis, don’t you think you had better stay 
where you are ? ” Unfortunately, however, many of these 
Parsis have travelled far away from the noble religion of 
Zoroaster, — about as far as Christians from the similar 
religion of Jesus. For J esus and Zoroaster alike said of 
the tares, “ An enemy hath done this.” It is only in the 
traditional Parsi ceremonies that I could discover that 
morally essential recognition of Ahriman which relieved 
Zoroaster’s deity from responsibility for the evils of 
nature. 

By the kindness of a Parsi gentleman I was enabled to 
visit the Towers of Silence. There is a strange, almost 
mystical, solemnity about this garden, in which at sunrise 
I stood for a time alone, gazing at the towers from the 
distance of thirty yards, beyond which none must pass who 
would return to the abode of men. As soon as a body is 
dead it becomes the possession of Ahriman. A demon 
tenant of his occupies it. 

A chant reached my ear and presently a group of men 
in snow-white garments and turbans entered the gateway, 
bearing their shrouded burden. They passed silently and 
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quickly to^ra^Is the towers. Presently tlicro appeared, 
twenty yards bcliinil tlicm^ anotltcr group in snow-nbito 
robes chanting ns they rapidlymovcd,tIicir chant being very 
different from any I had hcanl about Hindu temples. It 
was entirely in minor or whining tones, and must have come 
from some era in ^^hicIt human nature had not yet found 
the consolation represented in tho features of this funeral, 
which recalled tho Egyptian festivities on the entrance of a 
soul into paradise. The singers speedily returned to the 
ganlcn, where they formed a regular group and intoned 
their conversation, occasionally breaking out into a chant. 
I was informed that they spoke of the virtues of the 
dccc.asod and chanted hymns of tho Avesta. I listened, 
gazing at tlio top of tho tower, whereon the body had been 
deposited and its limbs fastened, faco npiiard (othc snn. 
Already at its coming a circle of vultures had descended 
to perch around tho parapet, where they sat perfectly still 
during tho prcscnco of tho corps(M;.irricr8. Tho moment 
when the body sras abandoned by its bearers was reported 
by tho slow and digoiiicd disappearance of these birds, 
wbicb presently rose into tho air, each bc.aring some last 
contribution of n mortal to tho immortal Cosmos. SomC' 
how this sceno impressed mo more than tlio burning pyres 
of tho Gauges. Tlierc I felt how much pleasanter than 
burial to tho imagination it would bo to contemplate in 
one's last moments ascending in that fiery chariot to cloud 
and ether; here I felt that tho Farsi had a more poetic 
prospect of mingling in tho currents of organic life, smiling 
in flowers, singing in tho throats of birds, smiling .again in 
human loveliness. 

Tho modern Parsis aro rarely Zoroastrians. They make 
much of tho ancient Zoroastrian phrases and details and 
names, which, however, only form tho frame around the cen- 
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tral and essential principle of Zoroaster — Dualism. Per- 
haps it might he strictly described as religious and ethical 
Dualism, as one cannot feel certain that Zoroaster applied 
his generalization to the entire constitution of nature, 
though even this is suggested in his division of the universe 
into “ the living and the not-living.” ^ I once had a conver- 
sation at the Sorbonne with James Darmesteter, translator 
of the Zendavesta, and could not get from him any say- 
ing of Zoroaster justifying the notion of an original being 
from whom Ormuzd and Ahriman — the Good Mind and 
the Evil Mind — both descended. This notion has been 
imported by Parsi theology, and I cannot help suspecting 
that this importation was from the more western world, 
where the idea of an omnipotent Creator and supreme 
Ruler of the universe was evolved. 

Under a like pressure from Science the belief in a per- 
sonal Satan steadily declined, and with him the concep- 
tion of a redeemer of mankind from satanic thraldom. 
The mind of the Protestant world became substantially 
deistic. The time foreseen by Paul (1 Cor. xv, 28) had 
come in a subconscious spiritual way, — “ When all 
things have been subjected unto him, then also shall the 
Son himself be subjected to him, that God may be all 
in all.” A fortiori the devil was subjected, became 
God’s devil, and it being no longer admissible that God 
should be even indirectly the author of sin or a tempter, 
Satan virtually disappeared from Christian theology. 

But when all of these preternatural powers had faded 
out of the scientific and philosophic mind, the idea re- 
mained of a Cosmos, and of its corollary, the essential 

^ “Gaya and ajyaiti,'' translated by Hang “reality and unreality.” 
The translation “living and not-living” -svas sent mo by Max Muller in 
answer to my request for an exact rendering. 
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tmil) of mtnre. Tin^ Mcini*in U nlnio^t n iclcntlfic 
nxinijj in Knphnd nn<I Amcricn, l»nt on wlnt cvirlcnco 
«li<l il rr«t? Wlir •Imutil thin;^ oil rotno from one sub* 
>tnnc<* instrvl of two, or *»cn inoro? In nuljng itu 
frlfini Ilrrlw-ft Sp<*ncrr*i» tboorj of tlic ** unknowable from 
wbsrb all thinyri pror<svl,“ I felt lint thi< idea of nnitj 
va^ n *<Hjn'f‘l to DeUtn, and iho •iirviral of a jniivM^lUlon 

Thofj^lj I wa* ijnl able lo junrrb mtnrc wicntjficall} . 
ibe ZoroMtrian prnenvbnti«n — “ tbe bving and Ibc 
fjoj-brin;:"— organic and inof^ann? -- atipplie<l a fair 
pmtl»innnl llieorj* for ethical »l«dic<, where I hid more 
eom|>etenrr. 1 atwayn rr,^t that it was only after trolin 
Stnart Miir« dcith tint I diiteorerwl (in bin Aulolno 
pnphy) tint he inclmctl to the Zoroa*lnan Diiihim I 
wa« nneb impn by the work of Uer Dr. Abbot, a 
learnf'd r Inrator In lyindon,** Kernel and I In«k,” in winch 
hf eonecilei to raliona!i«m inoit of it' ri'cHnnlion*, but 
in*!»t< on the exiitcneo of a force of enl in nature not 
dninely rontrol!e«l. He could not, he nid, tmt the poor 
and min’erin^ and tell them their apjniei were inflicted b\ 
hi* tbity. It vrv* lhi« tmn«fer of iIk? i'luc from the old 
inttiphynicnl one of moral rc'poniibibty to the torture' 
in mlnre which wv ao alrikinp in Ma'tcr Ablx)t*« book. 

Onnufd (Ahunrnnrdn, the ahining one) in tlip /5cnd- 
•oTdta in not in our inod<m renne a pxl at all; ho i' a 
rourro of Ii;;h( trying to fn'jiiro men and women tocon- 
ttnd again'tthc force' of darlmc"; ho nska for no glori* 
fication, claims no majc'ly ; he is lowly and in pain, and 
Ulls Zoroaster that ho is nnahlo to nchieao .anything ex* 
cept through tljc souls of gooil and wise men and women. 
M’onian is central in Zoroaster's religion ; the Holy 
Spirit is female (AnHlnta), and her sister-saviour on earth 
is Armaltk There arc no beings higher than these women. 
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Aliuramazda’s struggle with Ahriman is not a celestial 
one — not against rebel angels or giants — but to repress 
savagery and violence on earth, to humanize the people, 
develop fine souls, sow the fields, and make the wilderness 
blossom like a rose. 

One afternoon when Judge West, the great scholar in 
Pars! religion and literature, was taking me on a drive 
about a league outside Bombay, it appeared to me pre- 
sently that I was making an excursion into Eden. 
Whether it was the flowers and vines, the trees and birds, 
or the riches of this man’s mind lavished on me when he 
found that Zoroaster was my star in the East, it seemed 
a sufficient end of existence to be out there under the soft 
sky. Suddenly the judge stopped his horse, as something 
caught his eye. On the trunk of a large tree some natural 
formation suggestive of the phallic yoni had been made 
realistic by fresh paint. It struck me as coarse and ob- 
scene, but on thinking it over afterwards I concluded that 
the impression was due to my own provincialism. There 
was really a suggestion of the primitive pure imagination 
to which all things are pure recognizing the symbol of 
creative life. The sanctified snake had not yet crept into 
this little garden to make the Hindu Eve ashamed, and 
there were several floral offerings and sacrificial cakes at 
foot of the tree. 

How often do the old Biblical legends occur to me in 
India! The tree-and-serpent legend — so unrelated to He- 
braism that it is not alluded to afterwards in the Bible 
until Paul dug it up as a stone to throw at womankind — 
finds its right place in oriental mythology. Cain 
and Abel Qpassing') are allegorical representatives of 
the great schism between the two wings of the Aryan race, 
— the agriculturists, founders of settlements and cities, 
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worlccrs in metal, in Persia, vrlicro blood sacrifice was 
abhorred ; and tho nomads who after vainly besieging tho 
settlements descended on India and enslaved its tribes 
and continued to offer blood liko Abel until it became 
human blood. Tlicro is a significant oriental tradition 
that*tlio wife found by the artisan (Cain) in tho land of 
Kod was named “Azura.” The general name in Persia 
for a divinity is Asura,** and of course the word means 
demon in India. 

^Valking in a crowded and ratlier poor part of Bom- 
bay, in companj* wltli an intelligent Babti, I remarked 
just before us a largo and shapelj* woman whose Icgs.baro 
to tho knees, were white. ** Do European women also go 
barelegged out hero ? ’* I asked the Baku. “ She is Hindu,” 
ho said ; ♦* tho whiteness is leprosy.” "Wo could not sco 
tho woman*6 face, being behind her, but I felt certain that 
tho white logs, with some pink tint, were not diseased. She 
was cartyiug a basket,— or rather something of that kind, 
— and her dress w.as like that of others around her, none 
of them Bccniing to notice her peculiarity. One sees now 
and then a Eurasian of light complexion, but my Hindu 
companion did not suggest that as an explanation in this 
ease, and I concluded that it was either that of an Eng- 
lishwoman or of “reversion” to tho Aryan typo. All of 
tho great European races aro derived by ethnographers 
from those Aryans (“nobles”), but bow did tho latter 
lose their uhito complexion? It was told of a Methodist 
preacher, in slavery times, that on coming to Ins Southern 
circuit ho said from tho pulpit, “This county has the 
reputation of being particularly religious and moral, but 
uherodid all those mulatto faces in that negro gallery 
come from?” Those singers of tho Vedas, come from tho 
paradise of tho gods in tbo Himalayas, who described 
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themselves as “ fair,” and subdued the “ dark ” aborigines 
of India and ruled them two thousand years, may have 
given rise to the legend that the sons of the gods were 
fascinated by the daughters of men.* The high-caste 
Brahmans arc of lighter complexion than the lower castes, 
but if their ancestors were ever as white as the Indo-Gcr- 
manic, the dark pigment of the aborigines must have been 
much more potent than the white of their masters. 

Deterioration is the inevitable fate of the conquerors 
and enslavers of weaker races. j\Iuch is said of spreading 
civilization; but whatever civilization — if there be any — 
goes into the subjugated, goes out of the conquered. The 
finest-looking and the fairest of the descendants of the 
ancient Aryans arc not the Brahmans but the Parsis, and 
before they were driven out of their country by the iMos- 
Icms they produced a literature surpassing that of India. 

Although there were among the Parsis in Bombay sev- 
eral erudite Pahlavi scholars, — Anklcsai’ia, ^linochiharji, 
Patel, — I was disappointed to find the few I met — per- 
sonally attractive as they were — unaware of the surpass- 
ing beaut}* of their ancient religion ! That no great Parsi 
writer a]>pcars may be due to the fact that the sombre 
genius of Buddha, renouncing the world, is more attractive 
to the puritanical spirit of England than the sunshine of 
Zoroaster telling men that heaven is in their own homes 
and fields. 

I experienced a sense of social suffocation in meeting 
companies of cultivated Tlindu gentlemen without tlio 

^ Thi’ of tlo* ptxlij, not unpooticnlly in tli« 

o':r ft r"*. r.'TO', tljo pl.iini of Imlio, nn* ntill populntf'd ]ty tiio 
(OT'-n'.’-.n nith Mriiniitivi, — tlio *' Itrotlicri," — ftonso of wliorn 
lined h’ir.’Ire li or »'vi‘n of ycari ! It Jntiit liavo bs'on rin orer- 

f -ir I'ni/iral U .‘^ir .Moftin Connrny tint in oliiiitin™ tlir 
of il; ■" p-eil •i !.r (!! 1 1 !"; “ ititi-rri^w ” Isj.lirs nor ovt'!i K<Kj;li(V)rni. 
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prc«cnce of ladies. Somo of tlicso scholars confessed to 
ft similar feeling. They deeply deplored tlio then recent 
conversion of Ramnbni to Catholicism. This highly edu- 
cated Hindu lady, having emancipated herself from tho 
zeimna, went about giving lectures to her sex on their 
duties and rightful position. Her lectures were attended 
by many Hindu ladies, and it Appeared that tho zenana 
ghacicr was about to melt under her eloquence ; but sIio 
c.anio under tbc influcnco of Ncl.acantali Gorcli of tbo 
Cowley Ilrothcrs, and went farther than ho desired in 
the Christian direction ho pointed her. Sho went into a 
Roman Catholic sisterhood. This ended .all her influcnco 
among her sisters and her own race. TIjo “ progressive” 
Hindus rcganlcd this as the going out of a shining light 
from which they h.ad hoped much. And some of us who 
liavQ listened to Ramabat in England and America share 
in tbo disappointment. 

It is probable that the zcn.ana in India nnd the convents 
for women in Europe alike originated in tl )0 ages of tribal 
w.ar8 and inr.asjons when tbo protection of sanctuary or 
asylum cst.ablishcd itself. My friend General Pitt Rivers 
studied the various caps worn by women in Brittany and 
discovered that they wero all variations of the nun’s cap. In 
emerging from tho convent-asylum tho women would proba- 
bly continue this badge of protection, as on battlefields a 
cross ou the arm protects tliosc who are there for succour. 
But tho same evolutionary forces which have drawn the 
v.ast m.ajority of Europc.an women out of tho convent have 
been steadily drawing tho women of India from the zenana. 
The streets of Indian cities already swarm with women, 
and if tho peaceful rdgirae of English rule is not overthrown 
by tho rccrudescent militarism, tho zen.inas are likely to 
become as antiquated as tho convents of France. The 
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women seen on tLe streets, and in the sacred bathing-tanks, 
and at the many religious festivals, are by no means all of 
the “pariah” class ; the majority of them, though not so 
richly dressed as those of the zenana, — judging by the 
high-caste ladies I saw at the Calcutta Exposition on 
Ladies’ Day, — are quite as good-looking. The presence 
in India of so many English families, whose ladies drive 
about and enjoy themselves, and show themselves kind and 
charitable to their Hindu neighbours, is doing much to 
unbar the doors of the zenana. These English ladies 
rarely try to “convert” their neighbours; that is “bad 
form.” 

There was a good deal of conversation, among the ra- 
tionalistic Indians in Bombay, of all types, concerning the 
deceased Brahmo leader, Keshub Chunder Sen, apropos 
of the proposal of leading English scholars and statesmen 
to erect a monument to him. At the risk of some reitera- 
tion I must say something more about him. 

It became plain to me that Brahmoism (Hindu theism) 
had proved a failure so far as the hopes of its founders 
and friends in England were concerned. It was in my 
South Place Chapel that Rammohun Roy was welcomed 
to England by its eloquent minister, W. J. Fox, in 1834. 
That was a dawn of the new interest of cultured England 
in Hindu religion. Mr. Fox was surrounded by the best 
men and women, — Harriet Martineau, Leigh Hunt, J. S. 
Mill, Eliza and Sarah Flower (who wrote “Nearer, my 
God, to Thee ! ”) and all of the leading Unitarian minis- 
ters. It was in that homage to the grand Indian orator who 
had begun the work of emancipating his countrymen from 
“ idolatry,” as it is called, that the Unitarian Association 
dropped the title “ Christian ” and called itself “ The Brit- 
ish and Foreign Unitarian Association.” But Rammohun 
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Ro} n min of tho ^rorlil — though by no means i 
worldlj man — and wished to free his countrj men from 
their ecstatic superstition about absorption m deity He 
W 1 S not nuich interested m Christianity but Ind fonned a 
conception of Jesus winch lc<l him to protest against tho 
rurojican paintings roprcsciiling him (Jesus) as a white 
man Keshub Cliundcr Sen had perhaps heard of this Ho 
nroto mo a letter from India saying that a friend of his 
there had di»<coNcretl that most of tho story of Christ was 
dcri\c<l from India, and asl ctl if I could secure a London 
publisher for such a n orh I replied that tho rcscmblancos 
between the narratives in the New Testament and several 
in Hindu legends had been much discussed in Eiiropo 
and America, but a learned and ably written booK of that 
1 ind would surely find a publisher in London Keshub 
was such an egoist that ho could not learn anything 
^Vhcn he aisitcd England ho began hts discourses in my 
Chapel, and with scieral of Ins companions was tho guest 
of our bcloicd chapel treasurer, George Iltclson, at 
Earlswood House, Highbury liis first discourse ns well 
ns Ins conversation revealed to mo that ho had como to 
England to teach, not to bo taught, which was what ho 
needed At the great reception given him m St James’s 
Hall, where ninny distinguished men and women were 
present, he appealed to them passionately ,“ Como unto 
me’ ” Ho used tho phrase repeatedly, and tlio impression 
was not pleasant I cannot help thinking that he held 
some vaguo messianic theory of lus mission Professor 
Newman told mo that some of his followers once knelt 
and worshipped him, and when criticised becauso lio did 
not prevent them he said that he did not like to stop the 
flow of devout religious feeling He used the word Bliakti, 
I think, in tho sense of divmo exaltation, tho benefit of 
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wliicli did not depend on its cause or the object to which 
it was directed. I had some hopes of him when he led his 
people into the movement for the suppression of infant 
marriages, but in the midst of it all he gave his own 
infant daughter in marriage to a little personage of title, 
and that was fatal to his general influence. Max Muller, 
Sir William Hunter, and others found excuses for him, 
but his congregation in Calcutta diminished, and it is 
probable that the severe judgments of Hindu reformers 
unbalanced his mind and led to that ascetic fasting under 
which, as I have already stated, his large frame suc- 
cumbed. I contributed something for his monument at 
Calcutta because Sir William Hunter thought it would 
produce a good general effect there, and also because the 
Brahmo movement was in its origin connected with my 
London chapel. 

But with none but kind feelings towards Keshub Chun- 
der Sen personally I had some fears about the effect on 
young Hindus of seeing a monument erected chiefly by 
influential Englishmen to the leader of a sect, — and that 
sect strictly fenced off by creed and usages from the 
unorganized fraternity of scholars in India reared in 
different religions. I dreaded, too, the puritanical leaven. 
Mozoomdar spoke of the theatres with the horror that 
our old Methodists had made me familiar with, and said 
the Hindu actresses were bad characters. This I knew to 
be mere prejudice against institutions in Calcutta which 
were doing much for civilization and happiness. 

Similar feelings exist even among many theists in Eng- 
land. I once gave a Sunday lecture at St. George’s Hall, 
London, surrounded by a scenic landscape remaining from 
some play given there during the previous week, and Miss 
Frances Power Cobbe wrote me that though she was pre- 
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sent sho could not enjoy it because of licr distress at seeing 
anything suggestive of a theatre. 

Some English WTitcr complained of Renan that he not 
only made Jesus a man, but a Frenchman ! The criticism, 
however, was insjjircd by the fact that in Great Britain 
Jesus has been made a Puritan Englishman. Renan’s 
“Life of Jesus,” whatever its faults, revealed in Jesus 
wit and humour, impulsiveness, enthusiasm of humanity, 
poetic genius, appreciation of feminine beauty. Are these 
exclusively French? 

In truth, that ancient antagonism between the hard 
ascetic sacrificial spirit and the genial human and gcntlC' 
manly spirit, which so long made the conflict between the 
Jahvist and the Solomonic schools of Jerusalem, keeps 
them fighting their eternal duel in Europe .and America, 
and gradually extending their war over the world. 

The moilcni enthusiasm for Buddha, despite his atheism, 
is because of bis supposed moral asceticism and puritan* 
ism. It is accompanied by a sort of rngo .against Krishna 
because of his supposed Solomonic disregatd of conven* 
tionalitics, his mythical sixteen hundred wives, his flute, 
and the unpardonable similarity of his birthJegend with 
that of Jesus. 

There is no doubt that later efforts to give mystical 
interpretation to the youthful pranks of Krishna, after his 
deification, developed a religion of DhaUi (Faith) which 
must bo morally dangerous. Professor "Wilson, a great 
orientalist, states that in the Puranas the doctrine of Faith 
renders Conduct wholly immaterial. 

It matters not how atrocious a sinner a man may be, 
if he paints his face, his breast, his arms, with certain 
sectarial marks, or, which is better, if ho brands his skin 
permanently with them with a hot iron stamp ; if he is 
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constantly chanting hymns in honor of Vishnu ; or, what is 
equally efficacious, if he spends hours in the simple reit- 
eration of his name or names ; if he die with the word 
Hari or Mama or Krishna on his lips, and the thought 
of him in his mind, he may have lived a monster of ini- 
quity, — he is certain of heaven. 

Wilson thought that in this particular of the vital im- 
portance of faith the Vishnu-Krishna worship was “ indi- 
rectly ” influenced by the diffusion of Christianity. John 
M. Robertson, M. P., commenting on the paragraph just 
quoted from Wilson, says, “ It cannot be denied that all 
this bears a very close resemblance to the practical appli- 
cations of the Christian doctrine of faith in European 
history, and that that is of all Christian doctrines the one 
which may with most plausibility be held to have origi- 
nated, in Europe, with the New Testament.” ^ Robertson, 
however, finds the doctrine implicitly given in the Bha- 
gavat Gita, which he regards as too early to have been 
influenced by Christianity. The date of that work is 
variously placed between the second century before, and 
the second after, our era. It is doubtful whether the doc- 
trine of salvation by faith could have been carried from 
Palestine to India' without connecting with it the doc- 
trine of vicarious martyrdom. There is no suggestion of 
that kind in the life or death of Krishna. Indeed, one may 
almost suspect a repudiation of that doctrine in the com- 
monplace deaths of Krishna and Buddha — the former by 
an accidental wound in the heel, the latter from an illness 
brought on by eating pork. 

In the beginning of the sixteenth century, Chaitanya, 
recognized by Keshub Chunder Sen as “ the Prophet of 
Nuddea,” revived Vishnuism, and has had worshippers 
^ Christ and Krishna, p. 117. 
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even to tliis day wLo believe him to have been an incar- 
nation of Vishnu. It was he who gave exaltation to the 
divine name, by the utterance of which he is said to have 
worked miracles. His followers discard all luxuries, touch 
not meat or wine, live on the bare necessaries of life, dis- 
regard caste, and consider mendicancy for the purpose of 
entire self-dedication to God honourable. After his death 
(1527) a sect arose among his followers who asserted the 
spiritual independence of women. They seem to be not 
very different from our American Shakers. “ In their mo- 
nastic enclosures,’* says Sir William Hunter, “ male and 
female cenobltes live in celibacy, — the women shaving 
their heads, with the exception of a single lock of hair. The 
two sexes chant together the praises of Vishnu and Cbai- 
tanya in hymn and solemn dance. But the really impor- 
tant doctrine of the sect is their recognition of the value 
of women as instructors of the outside female community. 
Tor long they were the only teachers admitted into the 
zenanas of good families in Bengal. Fifty years ago, 
they had effected a change for the better in the state of 
female education ; and the value of such instruction was 
assigned as the cause of the sect having spread in Calcutta.” 

Out of these movements arose in the same century the 
rather aristocratic Krishnaism of which Vallahha-Swami 
was the apostle. “The special object of his homage,” says 
Sir William Hunter, “ was Vishnu in his pastoral incar- 
nation, in which he took the form of the divine youth 
Krishna, and led an Arcadian life in the forest. Shady 
bowers, lovely women, exquisite viands, and everything 
that appeals to the luscious sensuousness of a tropical 
race are mingled in his worship. Hia daily ritual con- i 
sists of eight services, in which Krishna’s image, as a 
beautiful hoy, is delicately bathed, anointed with essences, 
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splendidly attired, and sumptuously fed.” “ This sect per- 
forms its devotions arrayed in costly apparel, anointed 
with oil, and perfumed with camphor or sandal- wood. It 
seeks its converts not among weavers, or leather-dressers, 
or barbers, but among wealthy bankers and merchants, 
who look upon life as a thing to be enjoyed, and upon 
pilgrimage as a holiday excursion, or an opportunity for 
trade.” 

Keshub Chunder Sen spoke to me a good deal when he 
was in London of the ill-treatment of the Hindus by the 
average unofficial English business men resident in India. 
He gave me instances in which some of them were struck 
and many insulted. In my journeyings between Calcutta 
and Bombay, in first-class carriages, I was constantly 
thrown with such residents, and the burden of their talk 
was angry abuse of the Hon. Mr. Ilbert for his proposal to 
combine native with white jurymen in trials where per- 
sons of both races were equally involved. Their tone was 
much the same as that with which some of the Southern- 
ers in America denounce the provisions for negro equality. 

What I have said about inappreciation of the great 
advantages of English rule to India is quite consistent 
with possible disadvantages to the British colonists. It is 
hardly possible for a white race to dwell with a race of col- 
oured subjects without deterioration. I remember hearing 
an ethnographical lecture by Professor Huxley, in which, 
while pointing out on a map the smallness of Great 
Britain in contrast with India, he said casually, “ That 
this small island should rule that vast country, with many 
times its population, is the most striking instance I know 
of the power of mind over matter.” It was the only time 
I ever heard Huxley speak with the slightest jingoist 
accent, and I doubted that the ruler was not altogether 
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“iTijnd” nor Uio nilod **inittcr” I fotmd jn India tint 
tlvo pc-icclul rulo of England there was indeed duo to the 
good sense of England in sending out many eminent 
scltolars and men of sctcnco to fill tlio chief ofHccs, and 
comjnratn cly few military men and soldiers The young 
men passing through English uniscrsitles resered Iliulcy 
and the scicntinc men and tho scholars sent out of thcrof 
and yet the Hindus generally did not lore tho English 
among them, nor their government There were heredi- 
tary traditions of arronga and cnieltics transmitted from 
the ages before such scholars as Max Muller and others 
had awakened the nestem world to tho splendours of 
oriental literature.* 

In India I steadily realired not only that tho true reli- 
gion aras that of Zoroaster, hut tint fundamentally the only 
pneticaUo religion is tho struggle of GochI against Evil. 
That is arhat everybody is necessarily doing *\Vhy then do 
I feel disappointed about theso masses of tho ignorant m 

1 “UtMv^are UiolawlrtfortbcraliaUintierit the enrth" Sahlimepars* 
dor, vliieli }‘oun;* ambition nuiy dcupiM bat pmj eTjicncDca knowa tno I 
Tlic cot)<iafroni of tlie earth da tmt rcillj ponen Ute earth , it poucues 
them Gibbon amileii at LlTjfHhOflie enjatlnn toponaado ru that Rone 
con'ioeml the world In telf-defcnce Dot •ncli are tho conditions When- 
erer a nation makes a con<iaest, it roost lire np to it or down to H( ronst 
tnrTonnd ertty mbjnj^aled connlty •with a Monroe doctnna, otct eapandinp 
till it Inrolret hostility to tho wbolo world and Io» of all thnt free will, 
which alone ran really inherit tho earth, and enjoy it. Daniel Webster a 
rhetone was splendid when in the Senate he spoke of Great Britain as 
tliat “ Power whoso roonnni- dnmi-best, traTellinff with tho otin and keep, 
in;; time with tho stars, encircles the earth with ono continaona strain of 
the martial airs of England ” BntwhathaaitproCled England to encircle 
tho whole world and loso its real seal, ita freedom, so that it has had to 
light nearly etcry roco,— Ilmda, Rassian, American, French, Chinese, 
Spanish, Egyptian, Kalhr, Boer, Tibetan,— ‘in selWefenee, ercry war 
being one for which England now hangs its head for shame — From my 
oration at Dickinson College, Jons 0, 1005 
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India ? I suppose that unconsciously I expected to see the 
great epics reflected in their religious festivals instead of 
sacrificial superstitions. But after all, were not these poor 
people struggling against Evil, — disease, hunger, death, 
— in the only way they could ? They are not physicians, nor 
learned, nor wealthy, nor even voters ; are they then to 
give up even the feeling that their humble altar offerings 
and prayers may be doing some little to help the good 
side ? And when I hesitate about this, and fear that when 
Evils are resisted as persons — Satans, Ahrimans — the 
resistance is ineffectual, because unscientific, the over- 
whelming sense of Fate confounds me. A population of 
300,000,000 whose most imperative religious duty is to 
multiply, must inevitably act inorganically. It cannot have 
the free thought or free agency of an individual. 

Those little boys I saw in the Calcutta Exposition weav- 
ing with shuttles obedient to a ‘tune sung to them — =each 
note signifying a' thread colour — were only the more com- 
plex cerebral part of the loom. What, then, is this vast 
automatic loom called India, — what is it weaving ? 

English threads. Even the missionaries, who dread the 
Darwinians and sceptics at home, are cooperating with, 
them in India. For the logic with which they expose the 
Hindu “idols” is a boomerang recoiling on their own 
Christian idols, and the result is that the Indian mind is 
steadily becoming irreligious. And it is the new song of 
the mind educated by England which spins and increas- 
ingly directs the children with their shuttles. But the 
children will go on with their old happy festivals until 
English wealth and knowledge give them happier ones. 

While I was working at my own little loom, and weav- 
ing an ideal India with Zendavestan threads, a fine 
scholar in London, Samuel Laing, M. P., who had made 
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his pilgrimage in India long before, was developing a like 
conclusion. I cannot leave Bombay without inserting 
here some tribute to that admirable man and author, 
whom I used to meet in the house of my dear friends Mr. 
and Mrs. Cljarles C. ^facrae (she was his daughter), and 
with what delight I found on my return to England that 
a scientific Zoroaster had appeared in him. In his m.ar- 
Ycllous work, “A Modem Zoroastrian” (the most impor- 
ant religious volume written in my time), ho maintains 
that Christianity has become practically Zoroastrian, *with 
Christ for their Onnuzd. Ilis grand work — long out of 
print, I fear, — rises finally into song: — 

Hail t gracious Ormazd, Author of oH good, 

Spirit of beauty, purity, and ligbt ; 

Teach me like thco to liato d.ark deeds of night, 
v\nd battlfl crer with (he hclh'sh brood 
Of Ahriman, dread prioe© of evil mood — • 

Father of tics, uncleanness, cotious spite, 

Thefts, mtirden, sensual sios Uiat shun tho light, 
Uoreasoo, ugliness, and fancies lewd — 

Grant me, bright Ormozd, in thy ranks to stand, 

A ratiant soldier faithful to tho end ; 

So when I learo this life’s familiar strand, 

Bound for tho great Unknowa, shall I commend 
hfy sou!, if soul Burrivc, into tiiy hand — 

Fearless of fate if thou (bioe aid will lend. 

The ideal temple in Bombay is tho Jain. I was told 
that there are only half a million Jains in India, hut 
they are wealthy and educated, and erect their beautiful 
temples — which all may freely enter — each in the cen- 
tre of a flower garden. The “ images ” arc works of art. 
The statue resembling Buddha is not reclining nor slum- 
bering in any Nirvana, but upright and open-eyed. There 
is fair Padmava, “ Lady of the Lily,” and her husband 
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Parsanatha — both purely human. On a glass door stained 
with pictures were side by side Yasoda nursing Krishna 
and Mary nursing Jesus. Without priesthood, without 
sacrifices, the Jain’s daily worship is to gather flowers 
from the temple-garden, or from his own, and strew 
them before those forms — man and woman — saying: 
“ Salutation to the saints, to the pure beings, to the 
sages, to the devout in all the world! ” 



CHAPTER XVI 


IIfrpnr»M — TI!» I>«Uktn*n“Oflf ‘ of tl)« PcV|n;j’--A 

letter cf Jo) n C1>iiK-MiGi>n)< n ** in th^ SooiJan and in I’aUttin*' 

— IMfrir'*::'' to lli* Kniy^t Cnn WorVa at JUwa, Ornnany — Ad-Irr** 
at ItirVirax*) Cot'fj;*', iVnnijiTanta. 

A nd now Hnincwanl! 

iNcn* week tin' “Iloinbay Titne^ ” prints a list 
of tlie tlcaths (lioro, nrul usually several caused by cliolcra. 
These art? pncrally and jtoorly boused natives, 

and tlie U»t causes no nlamt. Hut while I was there an 
Kn^jlish pcntlcmau dicsl of cholera, ami tins was so unlllco 
the inobhish cbaractor of Death that the event was telo- 
prapluM (o Kuro|>o, and after we left Aden none on our 
btnnewartl Iwund ship was peroutted to land in Kgypt. 
Kven the mails were not admitted, and an urgent dispatch 
svas sent to the canal bank in a bottle. My hope of pass- 
ing a we<k in Palestine was thus dofratotl. 

The most interesting acquaintance I made on tlio voy- 
age was a Zanzibar workman, — the blackest man I ever 
saw and one of llio most finely formed. Ifo generally 
strij>|>(Nl to the waist for his worlc, and his head, profile, 
features svere as refined and beautiful as bis bust. Ho 
spoke English, and I used to go to the fore part of the 
siiip licforc sunrise to talk with him when he was not 
much occupied. From him I learned some of the Zanzi- 
bar folk-lore. One morning ho told me that if I had only 
risen a little sooner I might have seen the Flying Dutch- 
man. Ho had seen its dark sail on tlio horizon, but it 
never remains visible for more than a few moments. So 
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long lasts the Promethean legend of Captain Bernard 
Fokke, who defied the Creator by plating his ship with 
sheet-iron, which instead of thereby sinking was the swift- 
est ship afloat. Indeed to this day steam and solid iron 
ships cannot overtake the heaven-defying craft which 
must speed without reaching any port till Judgment Day! 

Between Aden and Venice there was in our fairly large 
company only one woman, — Mrs. Fraser of Melbourne. 
There was not even a female servant on the Peking. The 
attractive and literary young lady had the wit to appreciate 
the humorous aspects of the situation, — one of these being 
the fact that she had recently obtained a divorce. She 
was familiar with the works of W. D. HoweUs and needed 
no explanation of my allusion to “The Lady of the 
Aroostook.” Had Howells been along he might have writ- 
ten a variant of the story in which the lady instead of 
being taken under chivalrous protection of some youths 
would extend a sort of protection to the desolate bachelors 
who for more than a week could see no feminine face but 
hers. No queen in history ever reigned over her realm so 
modestly, gracefully, and graciously as this fair young 
dame over her floating empire. W e were quarantined in 
the gulf of Venice four days — ninety-eight hours, — and 
so rigidly that when the captain opened the pigeon-house 
to let the birds enjoy the air, officers came out near 
enough to command that they should be housed, lest one 
should travel to Venice (miles away) and carry the chol- 
era! 

In Venice, Carnival was beginning, and the street 
scenes vividly reminded me of George Eliot’s descriptions 
in “Romola.” When I reached Paris the Mardi-gras 
mirth and grotesquerie were in full glory. On Wednes- 
day (March 13, 1884) I was at my home in Bedford Park. 



CHINESE GOnDON 


815 


On my return to England I found tbo nation pro- 
foundly moved by Ibc death of General Gordon in the 
Soudan. The mingled grief and rage was something like 
that which filled New England when John llrown was 
executed in Virginia, hut as Gortlon was slain in fair 
combat while invading iw foreign country there was none 
to rage against except tlio government. TIjo Prime Jlin- 
istcr (Gladstone) had to defend himself as well as ho 
could in a case where the attack was animated solely hy a 
recrudescence of the crusading spirit* “ Chinese Gordon,” 
as he has been called, was now spolfcn of by tlio national 
clergy as “ Our Christian Soldier.” The wrath of the 
clcric.al aristocracy, reinforced hy that of the Queen her- 
self, seemed about to flooil the Soudan with a deluge of 
blood, and tlie one grc.at voice which in every such crisis 
had pleaded for \>caco — that of John Bright — was silent. 
After a goo<l deal of consultation witli his influential 
friends, 1 resolved to write to John Bright. lily twenty 
years of friendship with him was a sufficient warrant for 
doing so, and in addition I had been engaged hy Eomo 
of his admirers in America to convey to him an invi- 
tation to visit our country. So the letter was written and 
the following answer returned: — 

OifC Asn, ItocnoALz, April 0, *85. 

My deah Mr. Conway, — I am very Bcnsible of the 
kindness of your letter. It is not likely that I sball visit 
your country' — I am too far on in life for sueb an adven- 
ture. 

As to the main purport of your letter I could write 
much, hut shall only write little. I left tbo Government 
nearly three years ago, giving up what men prize greatly, 
and separating myself from Mr. Gladstone, with whom 
I had acted for many years. Tliis w.as my protest 
against the bombardment of Alexandria. I retired from 
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tlie Government, and abstained from any further open 
condemnation of my late colleagues. The outrage at 
Alexandria has been followed by other blunders and 
other crimes. I have looked on with grief and shame — 
but in public I have said nothing or almost nothing. 

When war is on there is little use in protesting or con- 
demning — I discovered that thirty years ago, during 
the Crimean war. If I could have done anything, it could 
only have been done by the overthrow of the Government 
— and their successors must have been those whose policy 
was and is worse than that of those they followed — a 
policy which, if insisted upon, would probably have in- 
volved a war with France. Viewing all the circumstances 
of the case, I have thought it was right for me to be silent. 
My position in regard to this unhappy business is peculiar, 
and I must follow such light as I have. I could not speak 
upon it without the use of language such as I am not 
willing to utter when dealing with the mistakes of my 
late colleagues, and of my personal friends. My lan- 
guage and purpose would be misunderstood, and wrong 
motives be attributed to me. One member of the Govern- 
ment is my colleague in the representation of Birming- 
ham ; it would be painful for me to discuss the question 
before our Constituency, and I have spoken on other 
topics — partly on Foreign policy, but without direct re- 
ference to the Egyptian muddle. 

You speak of the good people you know who ask why 
I am silent. I cannot now give them an answer — if they 
could trust me in so great a question, perhaps they will 
trust me even thougli I am silent when they would expect 
me to speak. If I have any influence vdth the Govern- 
ment it has not been withheld, but I have not appeared 
in public as their accuser. I believe, looking to the home 
interests of the Country, and to its foreign interests also 
I have done what was my duty in this difficult case. We 
want a thorough change in our notions of foreign policy 
— when it will come I Imow not. Perhaps some great ca- 
tastrophe is approaching. I sometimes suspect it. Earth- 
quakes come without noise of footstep. Europe is nearly 
ready for one, and its nations, we amongst them, may 
need a lesson. 
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Forgive this unsatisfactory reply to your very friendly 
letter. I feel sure you will not misunderstand me. 

I am, 

Very respectfully yours, 
John Bkight. 

Meanwhile from the Foreign Office, and from Gordon’s 
friend, W. H. Mallock, and from Gordon Hake, his rela- 
tive, the facts and documents concerning Gordon and 
his mission flooded the papers and reviews, revealing the 
strangest character and wildest conduct Icnown to modern 
history, 

Gordon seemed to have passed much time in devout 
sauntcrings in the “ Holy Land,” discovering sacred local* 
itiea. For instance, a hill near the Mount of Olives ap- 
pearing something like a human form, its skull-like knoll 
reveals the exact spot of the Crucifixion. Gordon had 
made friends with the Soudanese and repeatedly declared 
Egyptian rule there to be ‘‘the curse of the country.” 
As he also knew their language, he appeared the best man 
to send on a mission, — not military, but for persuasion 
and negotiation, — to secure release of the Egyptians held 
by the Mahdi. 

Gordon accepted the mission and the instructions with 
perfect agreement, but when he arrived in Egypt the 
Khedive held up before him a divine mission, and Jahvist 
instructions. He was to command the hosts of the Egyp- 
tians, subdue the false Messiah (Mahdi) and prepare the 
way of the True Messiah, Gordon’s diary contains entries 
that one might expect in a diary of Peter the Hermit. “I 
take this prophecy as ray own” (Isa. xix): “And it 
shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of 
hosts in the land of Egypt.” When the Mahdi has sent 
him a warning, Gordon writes the word and interrogation 



348 


MY PILGRIMAGE 


“Armageddon?” One need only read the passage in 
Revelation xv, 12-16, to realize the fatal fanaticism of 
that word “ Armageddon” in such a crisis. It was Mahdi 
meeting Mahdi. But these revelations seemed only to in- 
crease English enthusiasm for “ Our Christian Soldier,” 
and I reached the conclusion that if one scratches an Eng- 
lishman with a Moslem spear he will find a crusader. 

About this time I was requested by my friend the late 
Joseph Harper to visit Essen, and write for “ Harper’s 
Magazine ” an account of the Krupp works. It was a rather 
droll commission for a Peace man like myself, but it was 
not inappropriate except by reason of my deficiency in the 
science of guns. I find that at that time I was still under 
the dominion of the belief in some universal law of pro- 
gress. That implies of course that the work of destruc- 
tion has its legitimate moral place. In India, whose most 
popular deity is Siva the Destroyer, I journeyed for many 
weeks amid peaceful homes and villages, charmed by the 
fact that over those innumerable people no cloud of war 
appeared. And now my first pilgrimage was to the land 
of European Siva, well represented by Von Moltke, this 
most accomplished commander of Europe, whom I had 
seen at the head of his armies in France, and who had 
just answered a Peace Association : “ Your dream is not 
merely unpractical, it is not even beautiful.” At that 
time I was naive enough to believe that war had crushed 
slavery in America and Cmsarism in France. 

So at Essen, with sixteen thousand people dwelling in 
an ideal town created by the Works, I saw the huge 
guns as the glittering vertebrse of monster saurians pre- 
paring the way for a human development attainable only 
through their extinction. They are, I thought, rude pio- 
neers of a civilization whose peaceful abodes shall be paved 
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^^lth tlieir fossil bones As I wnto now, long after these 
illusno rainbows lia\o aanisbccl, I may report my pilgnm 
age to the Krupp Works as \xsiblo through the vista of 
1113 later pilgrimage in time This maj bo done by the 
following extract from an address gnen at Diclnnson 
College (Carlisle, Pa ) — 

Htneo tliat dre id doublcncss of nations, each sending 
out swctt waters and bitter Tlnrtj five jears ago my 
duties as a journalist earned me to battlefields of France, 
where men were mowed down liko grass and \ilhgos 
burned and desolated Some time after, like duties 
carried me to the town of Essen, in Germany, seat of tho 
iCnipp Works, tlio largest forge of arms in the world 
There I saw two kinds of perfection One was the town o£ 
tho Ivrupp workpeople Sociahstio reformers, — Babeuf, 
Founcr, St Simon, Robert Owen, — haicfor more than 
a centurj been trjmg in %*ain to binld ideal communities, 
and such havo been succcssfiillj built only in romances 
But where social enthusiasts havo failed the Krupp Gun 
Worl 9 havo succeeded Exploring those beautiful Inbita 
tions with happy wires ami cluldrcn, tlio librarj read- 
ing room, school, baths, church, gjmnasium, playground, 
hospital, I walked through a ventahlo Utopia, — all the 
Msionary romances bccomo real Then I saw the other 
perfection, — the exquisite evolution by which the iron ore 
passed from furnace to furnace, forgo to forge — announ- 
cing to tho scientific refiner by tints of flame, red, yellow, 
blue, when it was ready to advance another stage towards 
that puritj of heart when it becomes Bessemer steel and 
then attain total sanctification as a gun able to carry a 
sbeiiioT Tni\e9 They entrusted me to a BciBtit'ific Tnanager 
who Imew English, and revealed certain things I was not 
to print, — secrets of stale He showed mo a transcendent 
gun, — abeanty This dainty creature was surrounded by 
artistic shells, as Venus might be by Cupids, each shell 
with a face or dial, on which a hand is turned to a figure 
The sliell flies, and at tho exact second pointed to by the 
dial hand infallibly explodes When I saw the array of 
these perfect guns, with their families of shells nestling 
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around tliem, and the worlonen’s pretty and well-dressed 
children playing around^ the touching scene recalled the 
early western epitaph of “Jeames Plambrick, who was 
shot with a revolver, one of the old-fashioned kind, brass- 
mounted, and of such is the kingdom of Heaven.” 



CirAPTEU XVII 
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F KOM tlip of ottr qnnmntmcd 5lnp in tlie ^\atcrs 

of crying towartU the consecrated land I was 

forbidden to enter, I aslcotl mjsolf tbo rea«on of in}* keen 
disapiKjintinent. Was it a real sentiment about the 
“ blc«fc<l acres” wliich tbe foci of Jesus had trod, or was 
it curiosity, that cansctl my longing? Somctlnng of both 
perhaps, but one thing Bccmotl certain, — my pilgrimage 
to the Wise Men of the East could not he continued in 
Palestine. What Wise Men were tlicro ? 

Put what I had focn and Icarnosl in Asia inspired me 
sTjth a feeling that I had not yet come close enough for 
personal recognition to the wise roan to whom Chris* 
tendom sr.as erj-ing Lonl, while doing the reverse 
of srhal he faid. I had Imown him ns tho cruciHcd, had 
n^cognitcil him In tho oppressed slasc, and in many a 
suffering Cause, but my occasional tentative essays about 
the individual Jesus — tho flcsh-and*blood man — still 
left him a sort of figurcJicad. There remained then a pil- 
grimage of exploration to lio made, and I settled myself 
down to maho it on shipboard during our week (nearly) 
of quarantine. Put that exploration has continued to tbo 
day alien this volume goes to press, and from notes writ- 
ten from time to time during twenty years are selected 
those contained in this fin.al chapter. It is in my earn 
mind some justification of its inclusion hero that it partly 
grew out of my oriental pilgrimage. 
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In the tale from the Arabic Gospel with which I set 
out (^Prolegomena)^ the Zoroastrian pilgrims who had fol- 
lowed a star till it took human shape, then led them back 
to their own country, were asked by the princes what 
they had brought back. They displayed a child’s swad- 
dling-band given them by its mother, and which their 
sacred fire could not consume. This they pressed to their 
lips and to their eyes. My own princes — my learned mas- 
ters — will find that in the preceding pages I have brought 
back little that is new, unless errors about names and 
Hindu philosophies. But I have brought back a swad- 
dling-band too! Yosada used it for the infant Krishna, 
and Maia for the babe Buddha, and Bathsheba for 
Solomon (Wisdom vii, 4: “I was nursed in swaddling 
clothes, and that with cares ”) ; and when, after pressing 
it to my lips and eyes, I looked over towards Palestine, 
and saw in vision Lady Mary and her babe (as I had 
seen them in the Jain temple and the Positivist temple), 
the swaddling-band revealed itself as a symbol of religion 
in its loving, unsophisticated infancy. Fear may be the 
mother of Devotion, but Love is the mother of that real 
faith in all hearts which no fire — nor menaces of fire — 
can consume. Amid all the metaphysical and ceremonial 
cinders of oriental religions, and the fierce demons pla- 
cated in temples but not worshipped, the humble homes 
know only the tender light shed from sweet faces on 
their walls, — mothers, lovers, wives, children, heroic men, 
— each picture with its simple tale or idyl. 

From my swaddling-band point of view polytheism has 
its advantages. “ To worship a god not your own is 
mere flattery,” says Confucius. It is no flattery of the 
god but of some devotee of his who will hate you or kill 
you if you do not sacrifice your supreme ideal to his idol. 
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A collectivist deitj has for me no religious meaning at 
all. “Do you believe in a God?” Which? Ormuzd, 
Brahma, Jupiter, Jehovah, Allah, Trinity, Triad, Mumbo- 
Jumbo? The mind may be “god-fearing,” but the heart 
believes in the beloved; a universal “ God ” would be as 
unreal as a universal sweetheart. That which the heart 
loves it enshrines, and to me it is the loving, unselfish, 
giving, beautiful side of nature; it is Love, not omnipo- 
tent, but feminine. Should I personify it, there would be 
in my vision a composite picture of the lovely and beloved 
faces that watched over my infancy, and smiled on me 
through life, and rendered it impossible for my heart to 
bow at any shrine of Will or Omnipotence. To Power I 
offer no prayer, but to a beloved woman I have often said, 
and said beside her deathbed, “Forgive me my sins ! ” 

“My mother,” said Jesus, — “My mother the Holy 
Spirit bore mo up to the great mountain Tabor.” 

There is perhaps some mystical significance in the 
faith that the perfect man is bom of woman alone. 

In 1876 I printed a collection of discourses in London, 
under the title, “ Christianity,” the motto beneath being, 
Whoso will he great, let him serve. The six sections were 
headed : Its Morning Star ; Ite Dawn ; Its Day ; Its 
Decline; Its Afterglow; The Morrow. In 1877 I ap- 
pended it to my volume entitled, Idols and Ideals.” 
There is nothing in the essay that is of much importance 
to me now to cancel, but what I feel to he wanting in it 
is the lack of any deep personal feeling about Jesus. I 
exalt his character and teachings, hut in a philosophic 
way, as if carving a novel figure on the sepulchre of his 
spirit, — sepulchre to me represented by the ecclesiastical 
system called Christianity; and the following words ap- 
peared to me then a sufficient epitaph ; — 
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honzon, nnd pcrJiaps all my « lost bowers ” of fnitli might 
have Tca]ipcaTe<l hail not tho blade curtain of Egyptian 
night fallen. 

My friend Cliarlcs Dudley ‘IFamer* who visited me in 
London on his return from tho Kile, — about which he 
wrote two charming books, — w.os impressed byan incident 
which would not have been noticed by any mere traveller. 
It made me recognize in him a brother pilgrim who liad 
come as far from the old MelhoiliRt meetings in Madison 
Count}’, Kew York, as I h.id from those of Stafford in 
Virginia. Amid the solemn monuments of an immemorial 
Past, sitting alone on Ins barge far in tho depths of niglit, 
with the tn}*steries of Sphinx nnd Pyranutl and Temple 
around him, ho hcanl from a neighbouring barge a flute 
sendingout in the midnight the air of the familiar hymn, — 
lIo«r firm s fonodition, yt tainta of ibe Lord, 
la Lsi(f in }etir f&ilti by bia escolient irortl 

'Warner Icncw by instinct that this was some happy 
Yankee confronting the Sjdiinx with his solution of the 
enigma of tho universe. There was n story tliat when 
Palph Waldo Emerson first stood before the Sphinx she 
said to him, “You’re another,” Tills is a fair enough 
story to derive from lines in Emerson’s first poem : — 

Tbe old Sphinx bit ber tbiclc lip, — 

Said, “Who langlit thee me to came? 

I tm thy apirit, yolce^fcllow, 
or tliinc eye 1 am eyeheani ” 

But this humble believer, with his fluto and his “firm 
foundation,” coming from tho same region as the philoso- 
pher who floated my foundation in early youth, far away 
in Virginia, gave mo a mystical theme to ponder as I sat 
on tho dock, able to visit Egypt only in dreams. 

I began then to turn my little searchlight upon my 
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own consciousness. What remained of my old founda- 
tion? Especially did that being whom my early faith be- 
held moving amid the people over there, healing their 
sick, raising their dead, and teaching renunciation of the 
world, — did he ever exist at all? Or did any great man 
exist there in the remote past who could have any value 
for me? I could croon hymns as well as Warner’s invisible 
neighbour with the flute ; and I did remember over there 
a favourite old hymn of which my experience had changed 
only a word or two : — 

Hark, my soul, it is the Lord ! 

’T is the Spirit, hear her word: 

Jesus speaks, he speaks to thee, — 

‘ Say poor pilgrim, lovest thou me ? 

I delivered thee when bound, 

And when bleeding healed thy wound. 

Sought thee wandering, set thee right, 

Turned thy darkness into light.’ 

Did these lines have more than pathos for me, — did they 
hold any truth for me? It is perfectly true that in every 
vicissitude of thought, belief, life, that man had led me. 
It was he who when, in my twentieth year, I ceased to be- 
lieve that he was Almighty God, led me gently out of my 
pulpit and bade me follow my light. It was he who gave 
me strength to leave father, mother, and home for the 
sake of what I believed the truth, and gave me courage to 
suffer exile and face peril for the sake of the negro slave. 
That carried me to the feet and the friendship of Emer- 
son, of Longfellow, and ultimately of the poets and leaders 
of thought and science in my time. Could I not, then just 
past my fiftieth year, take to myself what Jesus said to 
one of his friends, “Are you sure you love me? ” 

Yes, I love thee, but it is since leaving thee as a pre- 
ternatural being. I find indeed that even in the old days 
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my brcist was unconsciously detaching Jesus from the 
Cosmos. M’ho can love a Cosmos? 

Also, I had to detach Jesus from the Uhrclti of the 
second and thinl century plays, which show him ns the 
central messianic figure of allegorical dramatis persojKTy 
— Judas (tyP® of Jewrj*) Iscariot (a word made up of 
Issachar, couching hetween two bunions, — 8er>ant under 
tribute, -—and scortea suggesting tho money-bag, it being 
uccessar}’ to explain the unbelief of tlio Jcus, despito 
miracles, as arising from self-interest) ; Jfary Magdalene 
(see chapter xii); Saul, aiias of Paul, in adaptation to tho 
proverb, “Is Saul also among tho prophets; Jesus Ba- 
rabba^and Bar Jesus, etjuixalcnls of Anlichrist; Elymas 
the “sorcerer’* (magus), i.e. Mr. Worldly-uise-nnn. Tho 
figure of John is a notable example of the freedom ssith 
which theatrical exigencies determined tilings. Although 
John is calle<l a son of thunder (Boanerges), and Jesus 
repeatedly rehuhes him for Ins ferocity and murderous ui- 
tolerance, ho Is assumed to bo the specially beloved dis- 
ciple, so called in the gospel traditionally ascribed to him 
(John) though his name is not on it nor in it. The tableau 
of a bclov cd leaning on Christ's bosom and a Satan (J udas) 
on the other is too picturesque for any spectator to reflect 
on the morality of this {.ivouritism for one disciple and 
the Bolcclion of tlio Satan to bo treasurer. 

In witnessing Rostand’s play, “Li Samaritaine,” Ire- 
marhed the religious feeling produced in tho audience by 
the deception with whicli Jesus introduces himself to the 
woman. lie says tho sun is hot, and nshs for water, hut 
when after some talk sho offers him water he says, “ I ha\ e 
no thirst except for thy soul.” It must bo that all Chris- 
tians feel that the incident at Jacob’s well is a scene, 
none being troubled by the affectation of saying, “ Call thy 
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husband,” when he knew she had none. Some instinctive 
sense of dramatic licence must be charitably credited to 
readers of the story of the resurrection of Lazarus who feel 
no shock at the succession of untruths and deceptions 
attributed to Jesus. He is represented as staying away 
from the sick man, in order that he may die ; he affects to 
believe that Lazarus is only asleep, but finding his disci- 
ples pleased with the prospect of recovery, in which case 
there would be no miracle, he becomes frank Qparresia) 
and assures them that Lazarus is dead ; he tells his disci- 
ples privately he is glad Lazarus is dead ; he tells Martha, 
when she comes out to him alone, that her brother shall 
rise ; but when her sister Mai-y comes out, accompanied by 
her Jewish consolers, Jesus breaks out into vehement 
groans and lamentations, lashing himself (etaraseyi cautori) 
into this sham gi’ief over a man at whose death he has 
connived and who would presently be alive ! Even in his 
prayer over Lazarus the pretence is kept up, and his fa- 
ther is informed, in an aside, “ I know that thou hearest 
me always, but because of the multitude around I said it, 
that they may believe that thou didst send me. ” Thus does 
the Fourth Gospel if taken prosaically sink Jesus morally 
into the gi’ave of Lazarus. 

But the resurrection of Lazarus is a transparent drama 
made out of the parable of the rich man and the beggar. 
This parable is Zoroastrian and very ancient, being found 
in the Baliman T'ast.^ Among the visions of Zoroaster 
was a “celebrity with much wealth, whose soul, infa- 
mous in the body, was hungry and jaundiced and in hell. 
And I saw a beggar with no wealth and helpless, and his 
soul was thriving in paradise.” (It will be noticed that 
in the Christian version the rich man’s only sin was his 
^ Sacred Books of the Bast, vol. v. p. 197- 



nESUnUECTION OF LAZARUS 359 

riclies.) Abraliatn’s words to tLo rich man— ‘"neither 
Nvill they bo persuaded i£ one rose from tho dead” — 
were not adapted to a faith built on a resurrection, and 
that parable is not found in tho Fourth Gospel. Tlio 
resurrection of n supernatural man is not sufficient for a 
people not supernatural. Those uho had been looking 
for a returning Christ Itad died, just like the unbelievers. 
There was a tremendous necessity for an example of tho 
resurrection of an ordinary man. Thcro is audible in tho 
story the pathetic cry of tho lmtn.an heart, and tho demand 
that must bo met by any gospel claiming tho faith of 
humanity. " Lord, if thou hadst been hero my brother 
had not died 1 ” Tlirough what ages has that declaration 
ascended to cold and silent skies? It is found in tho 
Vedas, in Job, in the Psalms. If tlioro is a heart up there, 
why aro wo tortured? To tho many apologies and expla- 
nations and pretences which im]>cri])cd systems had given, 
Cliristianity had to add something more than Eg}’ptian 
dreams and Platonic speculations. A dead man must arise ; 
it must be done dramatically, amid domestic grief and 
neighbourly sympathy; it must bo done doctrinally, with 
funeral sennon turned to rejoicings. And this is all done 
in tho story of Lazarus in such a way that it might sur- 
round every grave with happy visions. For who, while 
tears are falling, will pause to handle the wreaths, and 
find whether they are genuine? Who, while tho service 
is proceeding, will analyze tho details, and ask whether it 
is possible that Jesus could have practised such deception 
and assumed such theatrical attitudes as those described 
in tho Fourth Gospel? 

The forerunners of the freethinkers of our modem world 
were active founders of institutions, political and educa* 
tioual, but did not dream of building up anything practical 
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without the aid of religion. Thomas J efferson even while 
at William and Mary College was a disbeliever in Chris- 
tianity, hut it was he who at the outbreak of the Revolu- 
tion decreed for Virginia a day of fasting. Dr. Benjamin 
Rush was a Universalist and. Governor John Dickinson 
a deist, but in together founding Dickinson College in 
Pennsylvania they imported from Scotland a president 
and faculty of Calvinists, avowedly because they regarded 
it as essential for success to attract the Presbyteriaus. 
Benjamin Franklin was what would now be pronounced 
an “ infidel,” but it was he who moved that the Constitu- 
tional Convention (1787) should be opened with prayer. 
Wakefield, the founder of the New Zealand Colony, was 
a theistic rationalist, but he did not even try to begin or 
carry on the work without obtaining aid of the English 
clergy, and establishing there the Church of England. 
It is probable that such men assumed as an axiom that 
the features of religion which they repudiated were 
merely incidental to the ethical system on which society 
was based. Thomas Jefferson, writing privately to John 
Adams, said: — 

“Among the sayings and discourses imputed to him 
[Jesus] by his biographers, I find many passages of fine 
imagination, correct morality, and of the most lovely be- 
nevolence ; and others, again, of so much ignorance, of so 
much absurdity, so much untruth, and imposture, as to 
pronounce it impossible that such contradictions should 
have proceeded from the same being. I separate, therefore, 
the gold from the dross, restore to him the former, and 
leave the latter to the stupidity of some and the roguery of 
others of his disciples.” 

Many years ago, Jefferson’s granddaughters showed me 
the little book in which he pasted passages from the New 
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Testament winch ho considered the “gold,” cvcrj'thing 
miraculous being oinilled as dross. 

This had already been done (1820) by the learned 
Ilrahinan dissident, Raminohun Roy, who published in 
Sanscrit, Bengalee, and English his book “The Precepts 
of Jesus, the Guido to Peace and Happiness.” This book 
did not guide the Hindu author to “ peace and happiness,” 
but brought on him the wrath of both Brahmans and 
missionaries. But every pilgrim, from unnatural to nat- 
ural religion, has made for hlmseU a similar selection. 

Such compilations, — Including my own “Sacred Antho- 
log)*” (1874), — however restricted (by intention) to eth- 
ical instructions, leave tho mind still in an atmosplicro 
charged with superstitions. Tlic ethics ascribed to Christ, 
such as the “Sermon on tho Mount,” aro l.argcly post- 
rcsurrcction.il and quasbmiraculous. Tlicy arc meant in 
large ]»art for pcojde expecting a speedy end of tlio world. 
Tlicrcforo they aro exhorted to lay up no treasures on the 
existing earth, tike no thought for tho morrow, give all 
their property to tho poor, disregard family ties, mourn, 
make Ihcnwclvcs sexless, hate tho world, and do or ab- 
stain from other things, — conduct which for men and 
women living in a permanent w'orld would bo immoral 
and ins.inc. 

The tentative cfTort of JcfTcreon to separato gold from 
dross in tho “ Gospels” is creditable, and bo shows, I think, 
especial acumen in describing P.iul as tho “ first corrupter 
of tho doctrines of Jesus.” No miracle ascribed to Jesus 
is alluded to by Paul, but bis fatalism, clerical ambition, 
and falsehood in pretending to rcccivo private revelations 
from Jesus after death, corrupted tho morals of tho reli- 
gious movement. His immeasurable crime was to restore 
in the form of Jesus himself tho sacrificial victims Jesus 
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drove from the temple. It is due to Paul that Christianity 
rests upon a human sacrifice.^ 

Turning from the messianic myth and the “mystery,” I 
find a J esus in contrast with the post-resurrectional utter- 
ances ascribed to him and the accretions which have in- 
vested the “ Christ ” during the ages, and been put into the 
New Testament by translators, — such as deriving Jesus 
from peasant parents, making his father and even himself 
a carpenter. (The word reKTtav means any worker in wood. 
Joseph may have been a sculptor in wood.) Were the nar- 
ratives read as if dug up in Persia and related to Zoroaster, 
we should find in them a gentleman, traditionally of high 
birth, educated, and in the best sense a man of the world. 
He eats and drinks with personages of rank, admires 
the Greeks, exalts cosmopolitan Solomon and the “ Gen- 
tile ” Queen of Sheba above the provincial sectarians of his 
time, and repudiates priesthood, sacrifices, sabbath, and 
Pharisaic morality. His familiarity with refined and polite 
social life appears in poetic parables and metaphors often 
drawn from grand and elegant life, — a lost pearl, masters 
of fields and vineyards, wedding garments, royal ambas- 
sadors, precedence at feasts, the fine robe and ring, and 
the fatted calf.- 

^ Paul found tlio early separatists enjoying annually a merry wine 
supper (1 Cor. si) which Jesus himself had substituted for the Passover, 
and suppressed it by pretending that Jesus had appeared to him and told 
him it was a sacrament in which his disciples ate his flesh and drank his 
blood. Tlio Romans charged the Christians with cannibalism, and grad- 
ually this became an accusation of secret human sacrifices. As the Romans 
made no distinction between the Christian .and non-Christian Jews, tho 
Christians passed the accusation on to tho Passover Jews, and multitudes 
of these have suffered — many suffer to this day — under an aecnsation of 
“ ritual murder” which originated in the flesh-and-blood sacrament insti- 
tuted by Paul’s pretence of a person.al interview with tho dc.ad Jesus. 

- I cannot quote tho p.arablo of tho Prodigal Son as a veritablo uttcranco 



rnr.posTEnoira language sgs 

The notion tint Jesus drew around him i^orant and 
poor “fislicnncn” is fostered b} a democratic ago whoso 
creed is ror populi vox titi Fancy the absurdity of sa} ing 
to poor fishermen tho words Jesus is reported as address* 
ing (Lnho xsn, 7-10) to his apostles alone: “"Who is 
there of }ou, having a bond servant ploughing or keeping 
sheep, that nill sa} unto Inin,w)icn he is corao in from 
tho field, Como straiglitwa} and sit down to meat, and 
will not rather say unto him. Make ready whercnith I 
nia} sup, and gird th}sclf and servo mo till I have eaten 
and drunken?” No matter whether Jesus reall} said 
this or not, the writer of Luko could never imagine any- 
thing so jircjwstorous as the use of such language to men 
of the lower class. 

Divesting all tho traditional accounts of ever} thing 
that could ho called post-rcsurrcctional and everything 
mimculous,— no miracle ascribed to bun being Ivnown to 
an} of the carl} books of tbc New Testament, tho Epis- 
tles,— I had to consider whether there were utterances, 
original in form if not in substance, derivable from those 
fragmenlar} accounts which could not have been invented 
b} any of the persons who report them ; and whether put- 
ting these together they indicated tho presence about that 
time of an integral mind, and one of cxtraordinar} genius 

of J»sas, becaoM I think U «a8 twisted hj Pnnline inQaence (see Eph ii, 
12, 13, and 11} to represent tho relation of Jew and Gentile in the Church 
T)ie Gentile !s the licentious prodi{^, the Jew the elder brother But 
that Jesus did utter tone pamhloconoeminf^iRdiridual immoralities seems 
prolishle from a passage in Eusebios ** The Gospel which comes to us in 
Hebrew diameters has directed tho threat not against the hidcr but against 
tho profligate For it has inelnded three serrants ono which deroured the 
substance with harlots and flute women, and one which multiplied nnd one 
which hid the talent afterwords that one (the profligate) was receired 
hack, one simply blamed, and one (the hider) cast into prison ” {It seems 
that in the original parable the chief usurer was censured.) 
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St. Augustine, in his Commentary on John, says that 
some had removed from their manuscripts the story of 
the woman taken in adultery. “I imagine,” he adds, “out 
of fear that impunity of sin were granted to their wives.” 
In that case, too, the story, suppressed in other gospels, 
could he preserved only by making Jesus partly take back 
his words, “Neither will I condemn thee,” by adding, “ Go 
and no longer sin.” The addition is cant.^ As for the 
story in itself, — the writing on the ground, the ac- 
cusers slinking away, and the title of courtesy with which 
Jesus addresses the woman, “Mistress” (Gunai), — I 
cannot discover anything similar in eastern or oriental 
books. It would have required a first-centirry Boccaccio 
to invent such an exquisite story.^ 

The most important revelation to me of the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, the only gospel written in Ara- 
maic, the language spoken in Jerusalem in the time of 
Jesus, is that to which I alluded in my conversation with 
Dr. Rajendralala Mitra in Calcutta (chapter xii). The 
sentence has been preserved from this suppressed Ara- 
maic Gospel by Epiphanius, who writes (Hser. xxr, 16) : 
“ And they say that he both came, and (as their so-called 
Gospel has it) instructed them that he had come to dis- 
solve the Sacrifices : ‘ and unless ye cease from sacrificing, 

^ At Grimsby, England, "when all doors "were closed against John Wes- 
ley, a woman of bad repute offered him, without evil intent, a room in her 
house. He persuaded her to return to her husband in Newcastle-on-Tyne 
and accompanied her thither. That was not cant. 

2 My learned friend, John M. Robertson, M. P., to whom I mentioned the 
originality of the story, quoted from' one or two Latin authors the sentiment 
that an accuser should be himself without the fault he charges. This is 
indeed our law maHm, that a plaintiff must come into court with clean 
hands, but the art of genius is displayed in the form and colour. As Con- 
fucius said, “ The hide of a dog and the hide of a panther are the same if 
stripped of their decorative hair,” 
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tlio \rmth aliall not ccasc from yon.* ” Dr. Nicholson is 
shocked at this threat, and suspects tho Ebionites of har- 
ing altered what tTcsus said. But surely it is a true and 
grand admonition hy ono superseding a phantasm of hea- 
venly egoism, demanding gifts from men for pacification, 
with tho idea of Supreme Love. Dr. Nicholson connects 
it, no doubt rightly, with Luke xiii, 1-3, which should 
j)robably read : “ There were some present at that verj- sea- 
son who told him of the Galileans whose blood Pilate bad 
mingled with their sacrifices. And he answered, Think ye 
these Galileans were sinners rather than all other Galileans 
because they suflfcnxl these things ? I tell you, No I And 
unless yo cease from sacrificing, tho wrath will not cease 
from you.” That is, they would nlw.ays bo liauntcd by 
tho delusion of a bloodthirsty god, a god of wrath, and 
see a judgment, not only in every accident, but in every 
calamity wrought by fiendish men. 

Hero for the first time I discovered why the Jews 
sought tho death of Jesus. In my Essay on Christianity 
(187C) I expressed tho belief that Jesus “was not put 
to death because of bis beautiful moral teachings or his 
pure life,*’ but because bis religion “ rendered a priesthood 
totally unnecessary',*’ and because ho turned tho people 
against him by overthrowing their hopes of a national 
])olitic.al Messiah and military deliverer and their future 
glory. But tho insufficiency of these teachings, or any 
teachings, to excite a raunlcrous purpose against Jesus had 
already been felt by mo before I weighed tho words of 
tho Aramaic Gospel, and oven these words alone did not 
explain tho tragedy. Denunciations of the sacrifices are 
found in several prophetic Psalms, and in tho peculiar ex- 
pression used by Epiphanius in citing tho Aramaic Gospel 
(“he both came and instructed them that ho had come to 
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destroy the sacrifices ”) did not refer exactly to verbal 
teaching, but to something done. In revising the life of 
Jesus I perceived that the story of the alleged attack on 
the money-changers in the temple had been tampered 
with, and that the original story in the Fourth Gospel 
was: “He made a whip of small cords and drove out of 
the temple the sheep and oxen, and to those that sold 
doves said. Remove them.” The clumsy importation into 
this text of the painstaking effort of the Synoptics to turn 
the action of Jesus from a demonstration against animal 
sacrifice into zeal for the temple and wrath against a 
legitimate business led me to reconsider that legend which 
I had totally discarded. I reached the conclusion, that he 
whom Church traditions have without scriptural warrant 
represented as a sort of peasant surrounded by peasant 
disciples, was on the contrary a gentleman of local dis- 
tinction, enjoying the friendship of high personages, in- 
cluding Pilate and his wife, and that he gathered around 
him a number of anti-sacrifice reformers large enough to 
protect him in driving the animals out of the temple. 

In the narrative of the trial of Jesus in the Fourth 
Gospel (xix) the English translations have massed to- 
gether the clauses of verse 12, making it appear that the 
effort of Pilate to release Jesus was only to secure his 
acquittal at the triah But in the original the first clause 
is a distinct sentence: “Thenceforth Pilate sought to re- 
lease him.” Taken in connection with the warning sent 
Pilate by his wife to do nothing against the just man, and 
the care of the Roman soldiers not to break any bones, 
and the entombment in a rich man’s sepulchre without 
embalmment, a fair argument may be made that Pilate, 
while affecting to surrender Jesus to the mob, continued 
his effort to save him, and that when Mary Magdalene 
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went to the sepulchre while it was yet dark, it was to a 
living Jesus that she cricil, “^ly Master!” It is possible 
that this lady of title and proj>crty acted with the advice 
of niato and his wife, and went while it was yet dark in 
ortlcr that she might spirit off Jesus to a place of safety. 
There is no evidence that Jesus received any fatal wound. 

However this ma}* l>c, it was essential for pious and 
ccclcsiastieal purjwses that the purely human Jesus should 
be declared dead, and that there should emerge from his 
sepulchre a ^Icssiah,— a Christ,— and also that the local 
traditions reporting the real man should be entombed, 
after selecting from them just such passages ns might bo 
isHtcd and adapted to tho supernatural founder of the 
Clmroh and Prlcsthoo<l. For human love and sympathies 
had to he preserved, as well ns divine sanctities of the 
sword and of creeds and inquisitorial j>owcr. Fortunately, 
however, litcraiy art at tho end of tho first century and 
in the second was not cqtial to tho delicate task of weld- 
ing tho human Jesus with the Christ finely enough to 
prevent criticlfiin from separating them sufTiciently to re- 
cover, ns I think, to some extent at least, tho man some 
have thought irrecoverable and others entirely mythical. 

Heforc (pjoling tho ideas that appear genuine in the 
alleged utterances of Jesus, let mo warn my reader that 
they arc not selected for their intrinsio truth nor for 
their originality. The belief that Jesus was tho son of a 
peasant or a carpenter, or particularly a man of sor- 
rows, — traditional vestment given l)im to attract the 
sympatlues of tho poor and excito their wonder, — can- 
not remain in unprepossessed eyes. There aro in the 
Solomonic boolcs more than fifty sayings that flower in 
tho parables and metaphors of Jesus, who was without 
any pretension to originality. Ho was no prophet, no . 
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rabbi, and but incidentally a public teacher ; he was, I 
believe, a scholar of genius trying to deliver the people 
from practically pernicious superstitions, and freely — 
eloquently, too — using for that end all the w’isdom he 
could get hold of. 

Next to Siddartha (Buddha) stands in the earliest an- 
nals of his life his relative and devout disciple, Ananda. 
It is related that Ananda, after a long walk in the 
country, met Matangi, a woman of low caste, near a well 
and asked her for some water. She tells him she must 
not come near him, being of lower caste. Ananda replies, 
“ My sistei’, I ask not for thy caste or thy family, I ask 
only for a draught of water.” She becomes a devotee of 
Buddha. There is no reason why this Buddhist anecdote 
should not have been known to the scholars of Jerusalem 
College, where the great liberal thinker Hillel presided, 
and where probably Jesus, as said in Luke (ii, 40, 52), 
grew strong, advanced in wisdom, and was beloved. 

In Judea the caste was racial, that of being the “ chosen 
people ” of Abrahamic descent, and the especial application 
of its pretensions was against the Samaritans. There is 
every reason why a man of genius and of high position 
should take pains to visit Samaria, natural that he should 
talk with a woman there, again natural that when his 
friends marvel at his talking with the woman he should 
have reminded them of Ananda and the woman of low 
caste at the well. The Samaritans themselves could indeed 
provide the scenery: they were Assyrians, and Babylon 
had long been a great centre of Buddhism, whose mission- 
aries and actors were going through aU the world. * They 

^ “ Babylone 4tait devemie depais quelque temps an vrai foyer de 
Bonddhisme ; Boudasp (Bodhisattva) 4tait r4put4 un sage chald^en et 
le fondateur du sabisme. Le saUsme lui-mgme, qu’4tait-il ? Ce que son 
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would rcadilj associate tlio "Well of Ananda with their 
"Well of Jacob. But the coincidcnco relates solely to the 
frame around the picture. The repudiation of caste is a 
small thing compared uitli the sublime and far-reaching 
thought of jesua: “ ^liatrcss, bcliovo me, the hour comes 
when ncitlicr in this mountain nor jet in Jerusalem shall 
ye u orship the Father : the hour comes, and now is, when 
the tnie worshippers filiall worship the Father in spiiit 
and in truth.” Who would ha\o been bold enough, even 
had ho been liberal enouglu to clear away all the most 
sacred places in one tremendous affirmation? Who could 
iinent it? ^latthcw, ^lark, LuUo suppress it. Even in 
the one gospel that ventures to preserve the grand utter- 
ance it could only bo done by attaching to it a sentence 
retracting it: “ Vo worship that which je Know not; we 
worship that which wo know: for salvation is from the 
Jews.” 

This interpolation in the Fourth Gospel (iv, 22) is the 
basest in the New Testament, as the utterance it perverts 
is the highest. It began the sectarian work of choking 
up the Well which symbolized a human religion in the 
water refreshing all without regard to sect or dogma. 
"Thcro is nothing to bo seen,” says Stuart-Glcnnio 
(“Pilgrim Arcmorics”), concerning Jacob’s Well, “but 

^tjmologie indiijae ]e hapitimt, c'«st'&.d>re la religion des baptemeg 
awstbe ile ta eatwe eaisVaaVa ija’tiTi appelle cbT4li%Ta 
do bamt Jean on tnendaiteg, et qoe lea Arabeo nppellent tl mogtasi/a, les 
baptuUs ” •— Renan 

It IS eveii possible tliat In the SamariUin voxnan's legend xre ba^e a 
reappearance of Dranpadi, who witli Krishna's adnee vas the ^TIfe of the 
fiTO PandaTa princes, and vho pretended to be enamoured of one “ who 
was not her husband, ” the wamor Kicbaha, who perished because of bis 
attempts on her lojaltj and modest;. In the ancient tune of polyandry, 
Dranpadi was the ideal wife, woman, and pnneess She was widely 
famous, and is still on the stage in India 
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beside a little mound of ruins, a shallow pit half choked 
with rubbish.” The rival sects surrounding the “holy 
places ” with their gaudy temples — each maintaining its 
Gerizim or its Jerusalem, its Mecca or Rome or Constan- 
tinople — are all unconsciously attesting by their neglect 
of Jacob’s Well that in two thousand years Christendom 
has never been able to appreciate, much less invent the 
sublime utterance associated with it. The utterance — 
wheresoever or to whomsoever spoken — is that of a great 
thinker and a great heart. Who was it ? 

It is not a question of whether there had not been as 
great thinkers — or greater — who spoke with equal catho- 
licity before our era ; but the simply historical question 
whether there was one such at the beginning of our era, 
and whether we are to identify him as the individual to 
whom the paradox is ascribed, with timid reservation, in 
the (anonymous) Fourth Gospel. 

Setting aside all that is of messianic, post-resurrectional, 
perfunctory, or supernatural accent in the reported sayings 
of Jesus, and conceiving him as a man of genius who 
never dreamed of founding a new religious organization, 
I subjoin the sentences and statements which I accept (on 
literary grounds) in substance just as I accept the reported 
utterances of Socrates and Confucius. 

I begin with that declaration which, translated into 
action, risked — and possibly cost — his life. 

I am come to dissolve the Sacrifices; and unless you 
cease from sacrificing, the Wrath shall not cease from you. 

Go you and learn the meaning of this: I desire merci- 
fulness, not sacrifice. 

If you carry a gift to an altar, bethink thee whether 
thy fellow man has any claim upon thee ; leave there thy 
gift for the altar unoffered and first answer the need of 
man. 
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If you love not your brother man wbom you Have seen, 
bow can you love God whom* you have not seen ? 

If thy brother hath offended in anything and hath 
made thee amends, seven times in a day receive him. 
Simon said, Seven times in a day? Jesus answered, I 
tell thee also unto seventy times seven j for in the pro- 
phets likewise after they were anointed by the Holy Spirit 
utterance of error was found. 

The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sab- 
bath. 

Beholding a man working on the Sabbath, Jesus said 
to him, Man, if thou knowest what thou doest, blessed are 
thou ; but if thou knowest not, thou art under a curse, a 
mere law-hreakcr. 

Let your light shine before men. A lamp is not lit to 
be put under a bushel. 

The lamp of the body is the eye. If thine eye be sound, 
the whole body is illumined; if tbo eye be diseased, the 
whole bodyTs iQ darkness. If the inner eye be darkened, 
how great is the darkness I 

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

By their fruits both trees and men are known. 

Each tree is known by its oton fruit. 

Just now my mother the Holy Spirit took me by one 
of my hairs and bore me up on to the great mountain 
Tabor. ' 

Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them: on this hang all the law and the 
prophets. 

The lawyer to whom Jesus said. Love thy neighbour 
as thyself, asked, "Who is my neighbour ? Jesus said : A 
certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho ; 
and he fell among robbers, which both stripped him and 
heat him, and departed leaving him half dead. And by 
chance a certain priest was going down that way; and 
when he saw him he passed by on the other side. And 

1 This isolated fragment is quoted simpl; because of the significance of 
the fact that in the only reference to the Holy Spirit by the pTe-resnrrec- 
tional Jesus he personifies it as a voman. This heresy alone was enough 
to snppress the Aramaic Gospel. 
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in like manner a Levite also, wken lie came to tke place, 
and saw him, passed hy on the other side. But a certain 
Samaritan as he journeyed, came where he was: and when 
he saw him he was moved with compassion, and came to 
him, and bound up his wounds pouring on them oil and 
wine ; and he set him on his own beast, and brought him 
to an inn and took care of him. And on the morrow he 
took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said. 
Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, I, 
when I come back again, will repay thee. Which of these 
three, thinkest thou, proved neighbour to him that fell 
among the robbers ? And he said, He that shewed mercy 
on him. And Jesus said unto him, Go, and do thou 
likewise. 

I Now as they went on their way, he entered into a 
certain village : and a certain woman named Martha 
received him into her house. And she had a sister called 
Mary, which also sat at the Lord’s feet, and heard his word. 
But Martha was cumbered about much serving ; and she 
came up to him, and said. Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister leaves me to serve alone? bid her help me. Jesus 
said Martha, Martha, thou art anxious and troubled about 
many things ; one dish is enough : Mary hath chosen a 
good share, which must not be taken from her. (No doubt 
said Avitli some humour.) 

The divine sway comes not visibly, so that a man may 
say, Lo here ! lo there I for it is with (or within) you. It 
is like unto leaven which a woman hid in three measures 
of meal, till it was all leavened. 

Suffer the little children to come to me ; forbid them 
not; of such is the kingdom of the heavens.^ 

Many that are first shall be last, and last that shall 
be first. 

The mother and brothers of Jesus said to him, John 
the Baptist baptizeth for remission of sins : let us go and 
be baptized by him. But he said to them. Wherein have 

^ Although Jesus at times uses this phrase, “ kingdom of the heavens,” it 
is of tener ascribed to him in a sense he repudiated ■with emphasis ; it "was 
not something external, in another ■world, nor in the future, nor was it 
anything royal. 
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heard it said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine 
enemy : I say, Love your enemies. 

Why are ye anxious about raiment? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow.: they toil not, spin not; 
yet Solomon amid all his glory never arrayed himself like 
one of these. (The Palestine lilies are gorgeous.) 

Be not anxious for the morrow : the morrow will be anx- 
ious for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

Judge not ! 

Give not that which is holy to the dogs, which turn 
and tear you ; cast not your pearls before swine, which 
trample them under their feet. 

Wide and broad is the path to destruction, and many 
enter the wide gate : how narrow the gate and straitened 
the way (of true) life, and how few find it ! 

Certain scribes and Pharisees said. Teacher, we would 
see a sign from thee. Jesus answered, An evil and sen- 
sual time looks for a miracle : no miracle will occur. 

Jesus (speaking in the temple to the chief priests) 
said. Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The stone 
which the builders rejected was made the head of the 
corner? He that falleth on this stone shall be broken, 
but on whomsoever it shall fall it will grind him to dust. 

Call no man master. 

One of the Pharisees desired him to eat with him. 
A woman of the town when she knew that he was sitting 
at meat in the Pharisee’s house brought a flask of oint- 
ment and began to wet his feet with tears and wiped 
them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and 
anointed them with the ointment. 

She has loved much. 

The house was filled with the odour of the ointment; 
but some said. To what purpose this waste ? The ointment 
might have been sold for three hundred pence and given 
to the poor, and they murmured against her. Jesus said, 
Let her alone ; why trouble her ? On me she has wrought 
a good work. She has done what she could. 

Put not new wine into old wine-skins, lest they burst. 

Be wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 

If any man will be great, let him serve. 
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Tlio lowly *111011 be exalted, the proud humbled. 

Blind guides strain out on the gnat, ami swallow a 
camel. 

Give, and it shall bo given you. 

Tlio measure ye mete shall be measured to you. 

Cast tho beam from thine eye, before noticing the 
mote in thy neighbour's oye. 

lie is a groat criminal, who h.ith grieved tho spirit of 
lis brother, 

No tliank to 3 on if you lovo them that love you, but 
tacrc is thank if 3-ou love 3'our enemies and them that 
lutp 3*ou. 

Bo 3'o never joyful save when you have looked upon 
3*our brother in cliarity. 

Bo as lambkins (though) in the midst of wolves. 

The son and the daughter should inherit alike. 

It is happier to givo than to receive. 

No scn*ant can serve two roasters. 

Out of entire heart and out of entire mind. 

*\Vhat is the profit if a man gain tho entire world, and 
Ijsc his life? 

Bceonio proved bankers. 

If yo bare not been faithful in tho little, who will 
trust 3*ou with the large? 

Happy arc the I0WI3' ; they enjo)’ tho earth. 

II.app3' are the)* that hunger and thirst after justice: 
in them it is fulfilled. 

IIapp3' arc the compassionate j they shall rcceivo com- 
passion. 

Happy arc tho pure in heart. 

Happ3’ aro the peacemakers. 

Tbft evU one is U\e tempter. 

Givo no opportunity to tho evil one. 

A man sowed good seed in Ins field, but w’bilo he 
slept his enemy sowed tares amid bis wheat and went off. 
When tho blade sprang up and boro forth fruit there 
appeared tho tares also, and tho servants of the house- 
holder came and said, Sir, didst thou not sow good seed 
in thy field? "i^nienco then has it tares'^ And he said 
unto them. An enemy hath done this. 
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In these selections I have included only what I believe 
Jesus said. There are several things reported in the New / 
Testament in which there is reality and beauty, but so / 
much disguised that it is difficult to give them precise / 
expression. No doubt there was some real remark in the j 


concluding reference to John the Baptist in Luke vii,/ 
31-34, but J esus could not have used the phrase ‘ Son of 
man’ as a title. For the rest, there is both humour and 
pathos in the incident: — / 

Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this genera- 
tion, and to what are they like? They are like unto chil- 
dren that sit in the market-place, and call one to another; 
which say. We piped unto you, and ye did not dance; ve 
wailed, and ye did not weep. For John the Baptist Is 
come eating no bread nor drinking wine; and ye say. He 
hath a devil. The Son of man is come eating and drink- 
ing; and ye say. Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners I But wisdom is 
justified of all her children. ' 


It is not be considered that those who do not accept 
narratives of sirpernatural events as history are indifferent 
to their significance. It is not merely as poetry that such 
legends as that of the Nativity are valuable, but as serious 
witnesses to the mental and moral conditions amid which 
were shaped traditions literally unhistoric. In the Nativ- 
ity we have a dramatic and realistic composition based 
on an earlier story of the baptism of Jesus. The earliest 
account is certainly that of the Aramaic Gospel : — 

WhSn the people had been baptized, Jesus also came 
and was baptized by John. And as he went up the hea- 
vens were opened, and he saw the Holy Spirit in shape of 
a dove descending and entering into him. And a voice out 
of t)ie heaven, saying. Thou art my beloved Son, in thee 
I am well pleased : and again, I have this day begotten 
thee. And straightway a great light shone around the 
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plnce AthI vnIicii John sin it he saith unto him, 'U^’ho 
nrt thou, IjofcI? And n^ni n loicc out of Iieaven unto 
liim, 1 Ills 13 m\ bo!o\ cd oon, in w horn I am n ell plcnsed 
Tlicn John fell donn before him and siul, I pnj tlicc, 
Lord, bijiti/e tliou me But ho prevented Inm saying, 
Let be for thus it is becoimng tint ill tilings should bo 
fulfilled And it cime to pass, nhen the Lord had come 
up from tlio niter, the entire fountain of the Holy Spirit 
descended mil rested upon him ind slid to him, Mj son, 
in ill the prophets did I iniit thee, tint tliou mightcst 
come and 1 miglit rest in thee , for thou art rest , thou 
nrt mj first born Son tbit reigncst forever 

In no otlicr gospel ire found tlio words, “This diy 
have I begotten thee ” IVhen tint v\ is written it could 
not liive been believed tbit tbis divine paternity dated 
bad to a pb^sicnl event thirty }eirs before That story 
ms not }Ct completed in the middle of the second cen 
turj, when wo find Clement of Alcsindria (Stromateis) 
81 ) ing tint some people in his lime were imintiining that 
Marj ms i Mrgm, in opinion which ho condemns Tho 
IIol) Spirit orerslndovving Jesus at baptism is the same 
tbit liter ovcrslndows Maty, to whom was transferred tho 
title ho had ijiphcd to tho Holy Spirit, — “My mother ’ 
The great light which slimes over tho baptism, sot men 
tioned in the other Gospels, becomes afterwards tho glory 
tint shone around the shepherds Tho mitcrnal words of 
tho Spirit entering Jesus at baptism in tho Aramaic nar 
ritivo — 1 dove which ho alone saw or heard — correspond 
with tho words of Simeon, who came by the Spirit into 
tlic Temple * 

^ In tLe ancient Lai ta utara it u related tliat an imp red mlu or 
sng;e dwell >n tl o H malijns named Asita became infomed b 7 por 
tents of tho birth of a future l3W{,iTer as the son of King Suddhodaoa 
at Kapilarastu and joumofed tl itber to pay h s homage to the infant. 
Among the portents As ta heard joyful gods acclaiming in the sky Buddha a 
name and he aaw far off the babe in bu cradle 
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Theologians have naturally claimed that the words ad- 
dressed to Jesus by the Jews, “ We were not born of for- 
nication,” were a sneer, and prove their knowledge that 
Joseph was not the father of Jesus. The Jewish tradition 
that Jesus was the son of a young Roman named Panthera 
might seem fortified by the alleged rudeness of Jesus to 
his mother, “ Woman, what have I to do with thee ? ” and 
his apparent refusal to see her and his brethren when they 
asked to see him (Mark iii, 31—35). It is also said that the 
brothers of Jesus did not believe in him. But such texts 
are mainly messianic and mean that Jesus did not derive 
his wisdom from earthly parentage, but as one begotten 
“ not of the will of man, but of God.” In the genealogy 
of Jesus (Matt, i) the only wives mentioned are those 
about whom some irregularity was traditional — Tamar, 
Ruth, Bathsheba, Mary, — and it is possible that in the 
post-resurrectional era it had become important to accept 
and magnify the alleged illegitimacy. 

It is not improbable that the superstition about illegiti- 
macy, as under some conditions a sign of a hero’s heavenly 
origin, may have had some foundation in the facts of he- 
redity. In times when love or even passion had little con- 
nection with any marriage, and none with royal marriages, 
the offspring of an amour might naturally manifest more 
force of character than the legitimate, and the inherited 
sensual impulses, often displayed in noble energies, might 
prove of enormous importance in breaking down an old 
oppression continued by an automatic legitimacy of suc- 
cession. 


The phrase, “ entire fountain of the Holy Spirit,” is Zoroastrian : in 
the Avesta the Holy Spirit is Aniihita ; her influence is always described 
as a fountain descending' on the saints or heroes to whom she gives 
strength. 
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Tho narrative of the Annunciation and Nativity is in- 
serted in the New Testament with simplicity, and without 
any fraudulent effort to Iiarmonizo it with tho earlier bio- 
graphy. Mary says to Jesus, “Thy father and I liavo 
sought thee ; " she maUcs tho usual sacrifice in tho Temple 
for purification j and despite the offerings to the infant of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, it is said his brothers did 
not believe in him. Tlio story has become to us a Christ- 
mas carol which testifies, however, to the exaltation of pop- 
ular faith and hope when it was believed that Jesus had 
risen from tho dead, and that he would speedily rc.appcar 
in resplendent power to bring peace on earth and joy to 
all mankind. ^ly own belief is that it was written out as 
a play, with borrowings from old Buddhist plays, and was 
acted in the villages. And all this brings me testimony 
that there actually was at that period a great original 
orator u ho so uplifted and charmed the best minds around 
him — probably not many — • that they could not bear tho 
thought of his death; and that one of these, tho ^lag- 
dalcnc, reporting that sho Iiad seen him after his supposed 
death, though, as Luko says, the disciples reg.arded her 
story as idle talk, nevertheless gave rise to dramas of 
martjTdom and resurrection. Out of tho womb of one 
Mary Jesus w.as born, out of the heart of another Mary 
he was bom again. As sbo sat alone beside the sepulchre, 
she hcardavoicQ saying, “AMiywecpcst thou?” “Because 
they have taken aw,ay my master and I know not where 
they have laid him I ” “Mary!” “Eabboni — my master!” 

^lary docs not speak as if sho supposed Jesus had died, 
and it cannot now be determined whether tho Jesus she 
saw “while it was yet dark” was living or a vision. 

Had tho loving lady — the most calumniated that ever 
lived — foreseen what was to come, the vision, if such 
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it was, could not have occurred. Mary’s heart would 
have said, “Rest, my beloved! Sleep on till a purer age 
can raise thee for a higher, not a lower, career, — for a 
loving, not cursing, career! The earth is dark without 
thee, but thou must not rise to incarnate the authority of 
cruel gods, and crown the power of cruel men, and trace 
thy steps through history in blood of hearts most like 
thine own! ” But j\Iary saw not that; ■ her love was not 
that of the penitent of Christian fiction, but that of the 
pure human lover of a great lover ; and if Jesus is ever 
released b}’’ the angel Imagination from his tomb of pious 
and moral mediocrity, there will come forth with liim 
grand epics and romances, among these that of the Lady 
of hlaudleyn Castle, whose wealth helped to support her 
Beloved when from being rich he had become poor. 

An intelligent American fellow-traveller said to me, 
“ Don’t feel distressed at not visiting Palestine. My wife 
there and I came all the way fi’om Boston, chiefly to visit 
the places associated with Jesus; and both of us came 
away, feeling rather sorry we had gone. It is difficult to 
explain our disillusion, but it was partly the vulgarization 
by showmen of everything sacred, and the sectarian mon- 
uments, splendid memorials of intolerance, continually 
exciting disgust, instead of the sweet and happy emotions 
we had expected.” 

I easily recognized in this Boston gentleman an old- 
fashioned intellectual Socinian, whose ideal was a Jesus 
not too far, nor yet too near. My early Methodist train- 
ing in the South had continued through all vicissitudes, 
as an increasing love for my teachers, for those who 
helped me at a pinch, whether they were ancient or mod- 
ern. There are in my “Sacred Anthology” some selec- 
tions from Buddha, — such as his “Excellencies,” — and 
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some from Saadi, which I ceased to read to my congrega- 
tion as Lessons, because they brought those men before 
mo so vividly that the strain on my feeling was too great. 
Tlie ideas I gradually formed of Jesus as a man, and my 
interpretations as given above, of what he really thought 
and felt (so far as there were any data before me) awak- 
ened in me a great love for him. Out there on our ship, 
in the Suez Canal, in the darlcncss, it was as if ho sat on 
the deck beside mo, and said softly, “I was lonely in life 
because the ago was frantic about religion, and everybody 
was trying to make me out some kind of a priest or prophet 
or messiah ; only one or two men loved mo for my real 
human self, but there were some affectionate ladies, with 
one of whom, !Mary of Magdala, my relations were tender 
and intimate. Slary of Bethany anointed me at the table 
as if I were a king, but uhat I prized were her tears and 
kisses. She, too, had a heart, and loved me.” 

“ And the tears,” I said, “ wore they not then simply 
penitential?” 

“Not at all.” 

Then I repeated tho words preserved from the sup- 
pressed Gospel; “Tho disciples say, ‘Where wilt thou 
that wo prepare for the passover to cat?’ Jesus an- 
swered, ‘H.avo I desired to eat this flesh, the passover, 
with you ? ’ ” 

Through tho darkness came the words ; “ Nothing sac- 
rificial could I tolerate, nor could I participate in a 
memorial feast based upon the ■wild and guilty supersti- 
tion of an angel killing one in every Egyptian home, and 
passing over tho homes of Israelites. My little circle of 
friends had been accustomed to the feast, long become 
merry, and I invited them to a wine-supper where we 
enjoyed ourselves. It was quite a simple affair.” 
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ADDENDA 1005, 1900. 

T he Oxford scholars engaged in the Exploration of 
Egypt, principally Dr. Bernard Grenfell of Queen’s 
College, and Dr. Arthur Hunt of Lincoln College, were 
rewarded in 1897 by the discovery on the site of Oxy- 
rhjnchus, one of the chief cities of ancient Egypt, of a 
page from a book containing some Sayings ascribed to 
Jesus. In 1903 their search w'as renewed with even 
greater success. These gentlemen have edited the papyri 
in a pamphlet of 45 pages, published for the Egypt Ex- 
liloration Fund in 1904, with facsimiles of the inscriptions 
and English translations. From these I cite certain pas- 
sages that impress me as presenting in a reflected way, 
though sometimes refracted, genuine utterances of Jesus. 
In reading the New Testament and these writings from 
the early centuries of our era it is important to remember 
that classical Greek had been a good deal modified. The 
word hasileia, kingdom, for instance, had become very 
elastic and represented any Idnd of sway, so that the 
Cromwellians were not far wrong when they prayed, 
“ Thy Commonwealth come ! ” 

One of these sayings is : — 

Jesus said, Thou hearest with one ear, but the other 
thou hast closed. 

Still more striking is the following ; — 

Jesus said. Wherever there are' two, they are not 
without God, and wherever there is one alone, I say, I am 
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him. Raise the stone, and there thoi: shalt find me: 
cleave the ^oocl, and there am 1. 

Does this mean that God is simply a collectivist term 
and conception, and that Jesus represents the interior 
indi\idual mind? Also that he is found in the heart of 
him who has done hard work? 

One of the fragments shows tint in what Jesus said 
about the clothing df the lilies, and that “ the life is more 
than the food, and the body more than raiment,” he uttered 
something too startling to be canonically reproduced : — - 

IlHio could add to your stature? He himself will give 
}ou your garment. His disciples say unto him, when wilt 
thou be manifest to us, and when shall we see thee ^ He 
said, When ye shall bo stripped and not bo ashamed?* 

The longest of the Sayings is considerably broken, and 
in giving it as conjccturally made out by Grenfell and 
Hunt I must express grave misgivings about the words 
they have supplied paranthctically : — 

Jesus saith, (Ye ask? who aro these) that draw us 
(to the kingdom, if) the kingdom is in Heaven? . . . the 
fowls of the air, and .all beasts that are under the earth 
or upon tho earth, and the fishes of the sea, (these are 
they which draw) you, and the Kingdom of Heaven is 

1 On this sajint* maj be based a passa^ from an earl; Gospel according 
to the Egyptians referred to Irj Clement of Alexandria It is quoted by 
the Oxford editors and saggests the process by which the celibacy of pnest 
and nan was developed *— 

Salome ashed bow long death wonld prevail The Lord said, So long as 
ye women bear children For I have come to destroy the works of the 
female And Salome said to him, Did I therefore well in bearing no chil- 
dren ? Tlie Lord answered and said, Eat every herb, bat eat not that which 
IS bitterness When Salome asked when those things abont which she 
questioned should be made known, the l<ord said, When ye trample upon 
the garment of shame , when the two become one, and the male with the 
female neither male nor female 
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within you ; and whoever shall know himself shall find it. 
(Strive therefore?) to Icnow yourselves, and ye shall be 
aware that ye are the sons of the (almighty ?) Father ; 
(and ?) ye shall know that ye are in (the city of God ?) 
and ye are (the city?). 

There is a notable absence from most of these newly 
discovered fragments of things post-resurrectional, and in 
them Jesus appears as an unworldly man of the world, 
original and witty, i^hilosophical and j^rofound, looking 
to the clearing away of oppressive prejudices rather than 
to any Utopia. In the second Epistle of Clement it is 
said that when Jesus was asked when his kingdom should 
come, he replied, “When the two shall be one, and the 
outside as the inside, and the male with the female 
neither male nor female.” This aj)pears to be a humorous 
way of saying Never. 

I have little doubt that if these admirable Oxford 
scholars were permitted the free exploration of the Vati- 
can library, and a few other guarded collections, they 
would find copies of the Aramaic and other lost Gospels. 
Meanwhile they may take to heart more literally than the 
rest of us two of the Sayings they have discovered : — 

Jesus saith. Everything that is not before thy face and 
that which is hidden from thee shall be revealed to thee. 
For there is nothing hidden which shall not be made 
manifest, nor buried which shall not be raised. 

Jesus saith, let not him who seeks . . . until- he 
finds, and when he finds he shall be astonished ; aston- 
ished he shall reach the kingdom, and having reached 
the kingdom he shall rest. 

“ He who knows only one religion knows none.” This 
fine generalization of Max Muller I often recalled in the ' 
East, but often er since my return. The oriental swaddling- 
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bands pressed to my eyes, I found tliat I liad not really 
intcr])rcted tlie religions around mo at lioinc, — in America 
and Kuropc, — and my little excursions, and my records 
of former excursions reread, were found to bo continua- 
tions of my pilgrimage to tlic ‘Wise Men of tbo East. Tbo 
star that drew me thither liad taken a purely Imman face, 
and when it led mo back westward I could see in Christian 
sects not their creeds but solely tbo extent to which that 
human fneo was reflected in them. 

Archbishop Manning gave in London a lecture on 
“ Progress,” which interested mo a good deal. I had a 
]ile,asant feeling towards lifanning because, when ho was 
trying to have fountains provided throughout London, so 
that people should not bo driven into the liquor shops by 
sheer thirst, he invited all the ministers in tho city to 
meet him at tho Archbishop’s palace (plain as a Quaker 
niceting-houso), and did not exclude oven such a test of 
tolerance as myself. Not many ministers attended the 
assembly in tho palace, but I did, and was pleased by tho 
earnestness of ^Fanning in tlio matter. 

I never heard iMamiing prc.ach, hut in his lecture ho 
made no effort at eloquence. His t.all, thin form often 
moved backward and forward, but his face did not change, 
nor his voice, which was not entirely agreeable. His aim 
was simply to make a clear statement, and that it should 
be hearS in every part of tho hall. lie began by relating 
as serious histoiy a legendof Popo Hildebrand’s boyhood. 
His father was a wood*cuttcr, and once when the lad was 
cutting a tree tho flying chips shaped themselves into let- 
ters and into this gentcnco; Hcgnahit ex mare ad mare. 
It was tho prophetic sign of his destiny — to reign from 
sea to sea — and steadily fulfilled. That, declared the 
Archbishop, was progress, and all progress means sim- 
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ply tlie fuljSlment of the pointings of Providence. That 
masses of people and their leaders should pursue their in- 
terests and follow their ambitions was natural, but not 
progress ; it might indeed be retrogression. It was a sug- 
gestive line of thought, but it affected me strangely that 
a man should be trained amid the modern culture and sci- 
ence of England to find the salient example of the world’s 
progress in the development of the temporal power of the 
Church — visibly crumbling under the Archbishop’s eyes. 

The regime Hildebrand of centuries having terminated, 
and the Catholic Church having been set on the way of 
depending on its merits, wherefore the hatred of it? Was 
not this sincere Arclibishop, whose every physical and 
mental trait represented a distinct individual evolution, 
— was he not a nobler figure than any conventionalized 
Protestant ? At any rate, be had individuality enough to 
make his pilgrim-progress from his inherited to his genu- 
ine church. 

My belief is that the persistent animosity against the 
Catholic Church in England and America is a Protestant 
heritage from Hildebrandism. Protestantism, having 
dropped the individual man from the cross, has made it 
the ensign of the most powerful race, and vowed that it 
shall reign from sea to sea. Trade travels with it, and 
pride of empire. The crucifix bars the way of the cross 
in many regions, and hatred of it is fostered in the demo- 
cracy by constant and vivid descriptions of papal oppres- 
sions that have long ceased. It is terrible to think of the 
brutal disregard by the Protestant Hildebrand of all the 
tenderness and happiness intertwined with the ancient 
religions, and of the cost to the destroyers. When the 
cross reigns from sea to sea those who win that victory 
will have meanwhile become werewolves. 
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In September, 1904, 1 was requested by the American 
United Secularist Societies to represent them at the Con* 
gress of Frcctlnnkors at Rome, and by the Committee 
of that International Congress I was requested to give be- 
fore it an address on “Science and Dogma.” My address 
was carefully translated into French in Paris, and part of 
it read to the Congress by my friend, John M. Robertson, 
M. P., — my snccessorat South Place Chapel, — as I could 
not tnist my Frcneli pronunciation nor my ability to deal 
^^ith a crowd of nearly two thousand in the large hall 
provided for us by tbe Italian government. I had been 
especially warned by tlic fato of Haeckel, from whose 
largo form sounds a feeble voice, and whose carefully 
prepared German speech was heard by few except those 
on the platfona. The managers demanded that I should 
deliver an address in English, which I did ; but it speedily 
became plain that the delegates from Franco, Italy, Spain, 
and most of those from Switzerland, had come simply for 
a demonstration in favour of tho separation of Church 
and State. The careful studies of Haeckel and Rohertson, 
and of tho eloquent Chicago minister Mangasarian, like 
my discourse on “Science and Dogma,” had to find their 
way into print as they could. The Church and State 
issue brought into play a party of Anarchists who wished 
to mako their cause a rider on both free thought and 
separation. Tho Anarchists, however, wore inferior in 
numbers to the Socialists, who silenced them and ulti- 
mately were themselves silenced w’hen they tried to utilize 
tho Congress for their propaganda. 

Tho proceedings of tho Congress, daily reported in a 
Catholic journal in a way fittest to liorrify the Pope, cul- 
minated in a procession with banners to the monument of 
Bruno, ily friend Robertson and myself did not march 
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with the procession, as we desired to see several collec- 
tions, especially the Lateran, which we had been officially 
informed would be opened that day. But when we arrived 
at the door we found it closed. We managed to summon 
the janitor inside, who opened the little wicket and asked 
in Italian if we were pilgrims, — there being at the time a 
pilgrimage from some country in the city. Eobertson said, 
“No,” and imprudently showed our official ticket of ad- 
mission to all such places. The wicket-slide was sharjdy 
closed in our faces, and we went off feeling that we had 
been consigned to Gehenna by order of the vicar of Christ. 

There was little inconvenience in this exclusion to my- 
self personally, for I had repeatedly explored Rome, but 
Robertson had not, and we had to soothe ourselves with 
the satisfaction of ha^’ing celebrated the burning of Bruno 
by a little martj^dom of our own. There was some ab- 
surdity in my own case, as I had been the only member of 
the Congress who had warned the French, in my English 
speech, that after thej' had swept and garnished their house, 
before the mind of the masses w’as swept clear of super- 
stitions, they would be likely to find their house entered 
by a combination of sects like that virtually established 
in America, and their last case be worse than the first. 

One may hope, that now, when the political issue with 
Papacy is out of the arena in France, the many men and 
women of genius in that nation will bo able to recognize 
more clearly the fine elements potential in their system, as 
they arc recognized by a good many foreign rationalists 
wlio have never had cause for concern about the Pope. 
None of us, I suppose, who have been brought up under 
the paralyzing Sabbaths, the horrible dogmas, the undeco- 
rated church walls, and the unlovely deities of Protestant 
countries, have visited Franco without envying the peo])lo 
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tlicir free nnil happy SunOny, their sweet feminine deity, 
their churches shining with saintly forms, their Univer- 
salist doctrine of Purgatory. As it is not to ho supposed 
that tho people generally will ho transformed into Renans 
and Zolas, were it not well tliat tho great scholars and 
writers of Franco should rccognizo that the disestablish- 
ment of a world of rcligioiis usages and habits evolved 
through many ages is im{)ossibIc, but that it is not iin- 
IKJssiblo by sjTupathctic art to cultivate the good seeds 
in any system. It is by human art that briers have been 
changed to roses and these to many-leaved roses, and 
finally to thornless roses. 

A good many years of my ministerial life were passed 
in tho development of Theism as opposed to Christianity. 
This was largely because Christianity ns a system is sect- 
arian ; it demands tho exclusion of all other religions as 
untrue and needing to bo supplanted and destroyed. The 
most vulgar and ignorant Christian must confront a Con- 
fucius, a Zoroaster, a Buddha, with, so to say, a holier- 
than-thou attitude. The work of social humanization is 
thereby confined to Christendom at most, and tho system 
tends to degeneration within because many of tho learned 
and thinking do not believe in it and withdraw from it, 
and their leaven of sweetness and light is lost. My belief 
is that tbo real faith of educated Christendom is deism. 
Tint which so many of us contended for seems to be in a 
sense triumphant, but for myself it has como in a dogmatic 
form, turning to ashes on my lips. 

Christ Jesus at any rate carries flesh and blood into the 
godhead. But who or what is this cosmic, creative, omni- 
potent, overruling force responsible for everything in this 
unlovable universe? A French author, deeply interested 
in religion, recently travelled about France interviewing 
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people of every rank and condition about their religious 
ideas. One incident was an exchange of question and 
answer with a poor woman hard at work. “ May I ask 
what is your idea of God ? ” “ He has never shown any 
concern about me, and I don’t see why I should concern 
myself about him.” Probably in the little shanty of this 
humble woman there looked from the wall a holy mother 
and babe or a crucified friend, and the simple reply she 
gave held in it the secret of those tender divinities. 
So did mankind turn from the cold and distant deities, 
unconcerned about their agonies, to weak and sorrowful 
deities compassionately regarding them. They love him 
because he first loved them. 

The primitive Hindu cosmic Pantheism broke up grad- 
ually into multitudinous divinities, so that each heart and 
home can cherish its ideal being. 

« 

One Sunday evening in Paris I went to the Gaiete- 
Montparnasse, a cheap popular theatre, and witnessed a 
spectacular reoue in which local events are ridiculed or 
celebrated in travesty, tableau, and dance. It was all 
pretty and musical, but a succession of trivial jests and 
scenes, some of them audacious. In one scene a repulsive 
tramp appears and informs the gaily dressed commere 
and compere of the repairs on a bridge which deprive him 
of his only sleeping place under one of its arches. A 
wretched woman then enters and complains of some other 
repairs which deprived her of her chief haunt. The com- 
pere and commere shrink away from the brazen woman 
and the thief. Then slowly moving from behind the scene 
appears the white-robed Jesus. The vast audience, which 
had been roaring with laughter and at times calling out 
to favourite figurantes, suddenly, on the appearance of 
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“ Lo Christ/’ \sas breathlessly silent. Jesus — a beautiful 
figure — standing between the man and woman, said to 
the audience, “Theso aro tho people jon create by your 
passions and your selfishness, and then shrink from 1 ” In 
thisgra\o waj ho began, with low \oico, but gradually his 
wonls grew passionate, his rebuke of inliumanitj pathetic 
and almost intoned. Then he paused, and silently mo^ mg 
towards the miserable two placed his arras around their 
necks and betw een them slowlj walked off the stage. Tliat 
was tho end. The curtain fell But tho crowd would not 
lea\c. After a few moments of awed silcnco they shouted 
“Le Christ! Lc Christ!” so long that the curtain rose 
again and tlio w hitc-robed figure w.'w seen again gazing on 
tbo tramp and tho hag — who at first bad been brazen but 
now hung their heads 

Tint Jesus from a Montparnasse manger was not for- 
gettable like the automatic Christ at Oberaromergau His 
raiment and parted flowing hair were just artistically 
con>entional enough for recognition by all lie recited 
no text, made no allusion to tlio sins of ancient tribes, 
but without cant sjioke to tho Latin Qu.artcr, and touched 
every heart by a simple appeal for justice and consider- 
ation for all, how ever degraded 

Jly English or American reader maj feel that the in- 
troduction of Jesus amid such frivolity was objectionable 
But my companions — John and Kate Macdonald, serious 
English writers — felt with me that much of the charm 
was duo to contrast with the caricatures and sparkling 
audacities of the revue. Tho aged Faust in his cloister, 
on Easter Day, hears the young people outside singing 
“ Christ is risen’” and reflects that they themselves have 
risen, — out of their hovels and workshops, — and will 
have the holiday frolic TJio Gaidtd Montparnasse was 
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crowded with the poor, who for that glad Sunday even- 
ing had risen from the dens of drudgery and seen beauti- 
ful actresses and costumes, and heard merry songs, and it 
was fitting that the humanly haloed man should be there 
to remind each that he or she must diffuse gladness, and 
press no thorns on any head. 

Jesus wiU remain in the popular mind and share its 
development, whether upward or downward. The “ bon 
sansculotte ” of the Revolution, bringing not peace but a 
sword, the carpenter, the communist, the hater of priest- 
hood, as may be demanded politically, he will also be 
ideally the holy babe in every mother’s arms, the bringer 
of peace on earth and good will to men, the saviour of 
the suffering and the fallen. The higher criticism will 
never reach the Jesus of popular imagination ; the ideal 
has struck too deep — it has been adopted by the law of 
natural selection. We can hope to make it more and 
more a source of justice, kindness, and happiness. 

And even in the legends that seem to sceptics cruel the 
human heart often hives sweetness. One of my pilgrimages 
was to the Salpetriere hospital in Paris, under the guid- 
ance of a specialist in epilepsy. The cases in which I was 
interested were those of which I had heard as of a reli- 
gious type. These were all women and of the humble class. 
One I saw, as we passed through their ward, sitting with 
uplifted eyes and clasped hands, as if in beatitude. The 
most interesting case was that of a comely woman who 
once every week underwent a sort of crucifixion. This I 
did not witness, but the physician described it and gave 
me photographs representing every stage of the strange 
convulsion. The crucifixion generally lasted three, hours, 
but sometimes nearly all day, — and during the time the 
woman’s attitude reproduced closely the conventional pio* 
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turo of tlic clmrches E%cn one foot was pHced upon tbo 
other and tlicro rigidly remained os if a Bpiko were driven 
through the tuo "Wlicn I expressed some horror that tho 
young woman should undergo such ngonj the ph}sician 
told mo that ni} s} mpathj was misplaced When she first 
Cline she had lim m tho rigid attitude o\cr four hours, 
then waked as from a dream, and exclaimed “Where 
am I? I line boon so happy up there I It was so bciuti 
full” Wlicn ashed what she had seen, she answered 
“ I was in heaven amid dazzling light There w'ls a mea 
dow and little St John with curl) sheep There were shm 
ing diamonds, pictures, stars of all colours Our Lord had 
long chestnut hair, curling, and a grand red beard He is 
beautiful, large, strong, all m gold The holy Virgin is in 
siUcr Our Lord spol o to mo but 1 cannot remember his 
words I did not answer him, for I was dumb ” 

Such was tho bliss going on four hours under an extenor 
of protracted agon^ In such a typo, as through a small 
crcMcc, one ma} see, down a long Msta of self inflicted 
mart}Kloms, tho caolution of the cult of pam and sorrow 
os tho portal to paradise The Hindu saying was, “Cool 
to the ^Vldow ’s breast is the ilamo of her husband’s p^re ” 
But tho widow burning has ceased, and human sacrifices 
seem to bo now confined to Christendom “ Without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission of sms ” is tho 
consecration of aJJ Molcnco^ — war, Ijnchwgs, revolatjons 
In social life educated people do not sacnfico themselves 
really, hut many of them haao a notion that “ crosses” are 
good for tho masses to bear, and hence the weekly epileptic 
crucifixion of England and America on the Sabbath ^ 

^ France too bxs now (1000) adopted a hebdoniaire day of rest from 
laboor, — from noon Sunday to noon Monday — obligatory on employers 
But CTcry Indmdoal is free to work or play during that time, and indeed 
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If some of tlie violent invective ascribed to Christ were 
genuine there would be some ground for the charge of 
casting out devils by Beelzebub. It is not, however, in 
language but in spirit and method that the possessed and 
the prepossessed are made manifest. I had a talk with 
the famous communist Louise Michel after her return 
from exile. In her homely and stormbeaten countenance 
the look of the beatihed epileptic was visible in perfect 
sweetness, but in her pleading for a socialism involving the 
destruction of Christianity the crucified epileptic was ap- 
parent. Kropotkin and Gorki, in Russia, and the Social- 
ists everywhere are labouring for the early Christian com- 
mune and millennium under an antichristian flag. They 
would take it by violence. They would seat on the throne 
of Authority a multi-miUion-armed despotism of masses 
under which individual liberty would be impossible.^ 

the main object of the new law is to enable the workpeople to enjoy the 
Sunday theatres and the sports. 

1 A French journal, referring (1906) to the so-called “ revolution " in 
Russia, said: “There is too much Tolstoi in the Russian masses and too 
much Nietsche in their masters.” Tolstoi, while rejecting the Apostles’ 
Creed, has with apostolic fervour insisted on the primitive communism 
which is the corrollary of that creed. He has raised before the ignorant 
masses visions which cannot be realized without every owner of property 
falling like Ananias and Sapphira. It is doubtful if Tolstoi himself is not 
keeping back part of the price ! Being a man of peace he is appalled by 
the violence caused by his retention of a primitive communism which is 
an integral part of the miraculous system he rejects. The great writer 
has sadly misled the youth everywhere who having abandoned old creeds 
still long to believe in something. Among the instances I have person- 
ally known one is that of a young woman who belonged to South Place 
Society, London. In one of my discourses I alluded to the ancient notion 
that the Holy Ghost never pardoned. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira 
was not, as Peter explained, keeping their property but “ Ijdng to the 
Holy Ghost.” The woman waited for me at the chapel door ; she was 
ready to give up the whole New Testament except part of Acts iv and v. 
She believed herself a freethinker, but that Ananias and Sapphira perished, 
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Guirot described himself ns n republican who believed 
in no republic “ The republic begins with Plato and ends 
in the policeman ’ 

This policeman, who metes out to cverj citizen his mea 
sure of freedom and thraldom, is the ignorant, vulgar 
creature of the many headed mediocrity around him Ho 
i«5 the agent of the aggregate apehood surviving in hu 
man society in their determination that no variation shall 
be tolerated 

Goldnin Smith fears that the decay of faith may be 
followed bj a decline of monlitj, but mj old friend may 
dc|M5nd on the policeman for tlie protection of the virtues 
of rncdiocritj, ospcctall} from those who would elevate or 
liberalize them The grand publicist of Toronto belongs 
to a generation whoso standard of morality demanded 
self truthfulness, — independence in thought, speech, and 
action, — justice, — protection of the weak and lowly,— 
defence of peace It is buned m tlio graves of Boers, 
Pilipmos, Ijnchcd negroes,— beyond the reach of help or 
harm 

"NVero my public ministry to begin again, I should as 
sumo that the old theological ideas exist no more in minds 
capable of ideas, but make for the nests in which the ova 
of defunct superstitious are bred into living wrongs These 
nests arc in the nerves, m timid complaisance, m the tor 
por of habit, the dread of isolation, which lead the leaders 
to a conformit) with tho ritual of human sacrifice For 
every sacrifice is a human sacnficc, — bo it sacrifice of 
itjason, voracity, moral freedom, pleasure, happiness, or 
of tho senses, — and implies a low and mean conception 

jaWly albeit mTstenouslr for tbo nn^peakablo enmo of keep nj back 
tnooey pledged to tlieir commune She sever entered my cbapel a^am 
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of deity. “ I am come to end the sacrifices/’ said Jesus. 
They are offerings to Abaddon — to Wrath. Love needs 
no conciliation. 

Is there no courageous young orator in the orthodox 
pulpit to take up this recovered Gospel of J esus ? It does 
not require a whip of small cords, — there are no animals 
to he driven from the temple, — but it is human beings who 
need the bringer of tidings of Joy. The other day a young 
and valiant Presbyterian in America, of poetic insight and 
fine culture. Van Dyke by name, confronted and with soft 
invincibility led out of that Confession a dogma of pre- 
destination which had preyed vampire-like on the hearts 
of parents and children for eight generations. A revo- 
lution gentle as that of the earth passing from winter 
snows to summer blossoms, a victory in which the wintry 
antagonists are equally victorious, is a shining revelation 
in our dark time of the strength that dwells in a right 
and true man inspired by a longing to save human souls 
from real and present torments. 

Now let a chorus be heard in the churches, — stop the 
sacrifices ! Cease to immolate one seventh of human time 
to the sabbath idol ! Unbind those hearts fettered on the 
marriage altar by chains forged out of antiquated notions 
of divorce ! Stop beating that child with a rod from some 
ancient proverb, instructing him to beat others smaller 
than himself ! Cease to sacrifice social welfare and justice 
to a barbaric text enjoining the punishment of a murderer 
by imitating him ! Cease to call love and generosity “ self- 
sacrifice,” sweep all these sacrificial savageries out of 
good hearts and healthy minds, and out of our language, 
so that the woman may find fair measures of honest meal 
in which to mingle her leaven of civilization ! There is no 
other hope of a better world. 
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One of tbo “Cowley Brothers” at Poonah, India,— 
Mr. Congreve, — is reported as preaching a new doctrine 
c.allcd “ Self-anatomization.” Tho indefiniteness of the 
plirasc is definitive, in a sense: such familiar phrases as 
“self-examination,” “self-denial,” “self-sacrifice,” could 
only Imvc been set aside for some now variety of self- 
immolation, But after all, why call these investments of 
botlily health and pleasure for splendid futures, — why 
call them “self-sacrifice?” Tlie ancient Hindus offered 
sacrifices to placate ono or another adversary of man, — 
or what may bo plainly called devils, — and it is a strange 
anomaly that learned Anglicans should bo tho first to 
carry to India a deity demanding sacrifices of human hap- 
piness! 

The old Mctiioilist atm w.as to secure tho bliss of souls, 
not only in another world but in this, and wo used to con- 
sider ovciy sermon good that elicited joyful exclamations. 
I Tcmcmbcr preaching on the anecdote of a sceptic who 
found a negro woman — ■ a slave — singing a hymn loudly 
while at work. “ Wliat are you singing for, aunty?” ho 
asked. “’Cause Jesus make my soul happy.” “Soul I why 
you have n't any soul, — nobody' has ” “ Well, massa, Jesus 
make my body happy.” 

Tho Christmas carol heard in childhood — tho angel’s 
song — 

Glnd tidings of great jo; I bring, 

To you oud all mankind — 

gave mo a standard of every religion ; and having de- 
tached Catholicism from all political questions, I long 
ago found that there was in it as a faith more sunshine 
than in tbo average Protestantism. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne’s notes in Rome reveal himself 
as a figure striking as any novel ho ever wrote. He had 
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been so crushed by the cruelty of his ancestors in New 
England to Quakers and “ witches ” that, except at his 
marriage, he could never be persuaded to enter a church 
in Ajnerica. In Rome he sees religion illustrated by art 
and laments that “ Protestantism should have entirely laid 
aside this method of appealing to the religious sentiment.” 
He seems unable, however,, to recognize the Madonna. 
In the Sistiue Chapel he is troubled by Michel Angelo’s 
Last Judgment. “ Above sits Jesus, not looking in the 
least like the Saviour of the world, but, with uplifted arm, 
denouncing eternal misery on those whom He came to 
save. I fear I am myself among the wicked, for I found 
myself inevitably taking their part, and asking for at 
least a little pity, some few regrets, and not such a stern, 
denunciatory spirit on the part of Him who had thought 
us worth dying for.” Hawthorne is consoled at Florence 
by the Jesus of Fra Angelico’s “Last Judgment.” 

“ Above sits Jesus, with the throng of blessed saints 
around Him, and a flow of tender and powerful love in 
His own face, that ought to suffice to redeem all the 
damned, and convert the very fiends, and quench the fires 
of hell. At any rate. Fra Angelico had a higher concep- 
tion of his Saviour than Michel Angelo.” 

New England Protestantism had not only deprived 
Hawthorne — its first imaginative genius — of the picto- 
rial gospel which alone could move him, but of the eyes 
for interpreting the heart of that gospel when at fifty- 
eight it was before him. For the soul of Michel Angelo’s 
Last Judgment is not the wrathful judge, but his mother, 
full of compassion, restraining the wrath. Protestantism 
had eliminated the Madonna but gradually transferred 
her compassionateness to Jesus, whose feminine face and 
hair are conventionalized in modern pictures. And after 
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lool ing^ nt I n Angelico’s picture o£ the List Judgment, 
l)lc‘;suig those on Ins right, niwthornc docs not doiiht 
tint the bcnigiiitj includes tho dimncd Tint \\is quite 
m accord nitli tho Jesus of England Uni\ersalism, 
and Ifawthorno Ind no e}cs tosccorc\cn look for the 
conpinion picture near by in which Fra Angelico painted 
Jesus turning to the wicked on the left, his face distorted 
with anger 

Critics nn} doulA nhelher ,Tcsns was tho son of Mary, 
hut it IS certain tint tlic gentle and loving and humane 
Jesus IS tljo rlnld of the Madonna It is sho nho has 
given cultured Protestantism c}cs unable lil o Haw 
thornc’a, to sec a Clmst crying, “Depart, jc cursed, into 
cvcrKsting fire,” and “ lie that hath no sword let him sell 
his cloak and huj one,’ and “I came not to send peace 
hut a swonl ’ It is not ** Higher Criticism ” that Ins di 
vested Jesus of such trappings of ancient ^ar gods, hut 
the Madonna 

Calnn and Luther and John Knox, and the Puritans 
in England and America, instead of building «p their 
revolution against Papac) on tho maternal and feminine 
principle, restored the throne of the man of s\ar, Jehovah, 
and set forth the Old Testament with its ferocities as the 
word of God The mnumcrahlo wars followed and the 
nations organized h} and for bloodshed and conquest 
CiMlization means the boundless domination over the 
earth Those nlio regard all this as retrogression, dete 
noration, and the spread of misery, arc still not left help 
less and hopeless For woman, urtU her leaven of love, 
her beauty and charm, is still in tho earth, and hy her 
exclusion from armies, navies, political functions and ec- 
clesiastical shams is enabled to build beautiful homes and 
happy societies These Madonnas of everyday life have 
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steadily humanized their Christ, and in the cloister as 
well as in worldly society a force finer than that called 
virile is steadily evolved. 

I visited the ancient Convent of Marmoutier near 
Tours, mainly to see the graves of the Seven Sleepers. I 
carried a good note of introduction, and an Irish lady 
came out to be my guide. She was only about thirty, but, 
as I understood, the abbess of the English-speaking 
sisters of the convent. She was large and handsome, 
also cheerful and very intelligent. When we had passed 
through the beautiful garden and grounds to the grotto 
with its seven coffin-shaped open and empty graves she 
told me their local version of the legend : the earlier legend 
of the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus had travelled into cen- 
tral France in the form of pilgrims from the East who 
came to see St. Martin, who gave them the sacrament, 
which when they died preserved their bodies from decay. 
I was careful not to inquire too far, but looked up from 
the empty graves to the active woman before me, who — 
as I well knew by two summers passed in that neighbour- 
hood — represented a Sisterhood sleeplessly watching over 
all sufferers around them. I spoke to her of the noble 
services rendered by her ladies two or three years before 
to the wounded soldiers, both French and German, and to 
the suffering families of that region. She gave me some 
account of the terrible trials they had passed through, 
with the rough soldiers passing about their grounds, but 
never rough enough, it seemed, to invade the asylum of 
the Sisterhood. The wounded man, however rough, was 
sacred enough to be nursed by these refined Samaritaines. 
The abbess appeared beside the seven graves as a Sleep- 
ing Beauty very wide awake. 

It was from the threshold of Marmoutier that Peter 
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the Hermit made his appeal for the Crusades, aud in the 
centuries the convent had become famous as an asylum 
of Peace. In parting from this attractive lady she said, 
perhaps with reference to some remark of mine (which I 
forget): “This is an abode of happiness; every hour 
brings us a task wo love, and we continually offer thanks 
for our hapiuncss In having such a home, and such con- 
stant opportunities for charity and helpfulness.” 

The helUgorent Clirist of the Crusades has no part in 
the ideal of the humble and the cultured Catholics of our 
time, but the feminine heart cannot adore a feminine 
dirinity alone. One finds in the pious meditations of Ma- 
dame Guion, Madame Adorna, and other devout and 
refined Catholic women, a Jesus and Madonna combined 
in an incarnation of blended force and gentleness to which 
the modem Christian rationalism has steadily led the 
pews, if not yet the pulpits, of nearly all Protestant 
churches, hlany years ago I picked up somewhere a copy 
of the New York “Catholic World” (xx, 665) and copied 
from it an anonymous poem : — 

Fricod, tbe way is steep and lonely, 

Tbickly grows the rue; 

All around aro shadows only: 

May I walk with yon 7 

Not too near — for obi year going 
Is upon the heights 

IVbere the airs of heaven are blowing 
Through the morning lights. 

Bare 1 brash the dews that glisten 
All about your feet 7 

Can 1 listen where yon listen, 

Meet the sights you meet 7 
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Not too far — I faint at missing 
You from out my way — 

Vain is then the glory kissing 
All the peaks of day: 

Vain are all the laughing showers 
Leading on the Spring, 

All the Summer green and flowers, 

All the birds that sing. 

At your side my way is clearest: » 

Tell me I may stay! 

Not too far — and yet, my dearest, 

Not too far away. 

It is said that Jesus in a crowd once paused and said, 
“ Who touclied me ? ” Through the miraculous veil one 
may discern the sensitive man who could distinguish the 
lightest caress from all accidental touches. Amid the 
multitudinous throng in New York crying, “Lord, Lord,” 
to a conventionalized Jesus there maybe recognized in 
the above poem one who really touched him. I feel cer- 
tain that it is the song of a Madonna who had spiritually 
conceived and borne and exalted above herself, hut not 
too far, a Son of the universal motherhood. For her 
“ Friend ” is not commonplace nor conventional, but an 
original and genuine expression of that force which 
a great man of science, W. K. Clifford, enunciated in a 
lecture in London which fdled me with emotion when I 
heard it, and in which my old age now finds one of the 
few contemporary evangels and prophecies which survive 
my many vanished illusions : — 

In this principle (evolution) we must recognize the 
mother of life, and especially of human life, powerful 
enough to subdue the elements, and yet always working 
gently against them; biding her time in the whole ex- 
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of lica\cn, to m»lxc the liiglicst posmo'i out of inor- 
"nuic tlinos, tlio actor, not of all tlic actions of luin" 
things, but onl\ of tlio pood actions; for a bad action is 
one b} wlncli the orranism lends to bo less organic, and 
acts for a time as it niorgantc. To tins motlicr of life, 
J>cr^onifJing bcrsclf in the good works of limnanit}, it 
•teems to me avo may fitly address a sjdeiulld lijinn of Mr 
Swinburne’s (“Mater Triumjdialis*’) ; — 

MotJier of tnan*< iime4riTcIling generations, 

Ilrcatli of hia nostnU, IirarULIood of his heart, 

God nbove nil Go<Is worshipjied of nil nations, 

Light nbore light, law bejond law, then nrt 

TIij face IS ns n sword smiting m sunder 

Shadows And chains and dreams nnd iron things; 

The tea Is dumb liefore tbjr face, the tlmnder 
Sdent, the skies arc narrower than thy wings 

All old grey lustorics biding thy clear features, 

O secret sjnnt nnd soTcrcigti, nil men's tales, 

Creeds woren of men thy children nnd thy freatures, 

They bare woven for rcstiircs of thee nnd for veils 

Tliine hands, without election or exemption, 

Feed nil men fainting from false peace or strife, 

0 thon, the resurrection nnd redemption, 

Tlio gotlhcad, and the manhood, and the hfel 

111 tbc recently discovered Gospel of Peter it is said 
tint Jesus in d}ing cried, “My power, my power, wliy 
Inst tlioii forsaken rao?” It is not likely, as Professor 
Estlin Carpenter says in liis able work on the Synoptics, 
tint any disciple would iment such a cry of despair from 
Ills d)ing master. There arc indeed various indications in 
the New Testament that Jesus tried to escape from the 
mobs, and the termination of his life when it was just 
unfolding must have been bitter indeed. But it is to be 
hoped that his last days were not haunted by any fear 
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that his ghost would appear and unsay all that he had 
taught. For it is certain that side by side with the beau- 
tiful and humane teachings which I have quoted, others 
are ascribed to him which deny every one of them. His 
“ power ” passed into the hands of the deified forces of 
predatory Nature, and the still small voice of Jesus is 
drowned by the dogmas born of volcano and lightnings. 

It is terrible to consider how hard it is to nurse any 
brierless rose of religious faith in a world where the cruel 
phenomena of hereditary diseases, the fatal and never- 
ending consequences of even small errors, the indiscrim- 
inate sufferings of both innocent and guilty, proclaim 
so loudly a creative Demiurgos, An eminent Unitarian 
preacher, teaching unweariedly that God is Love, re- 
lates the following incident : “ One day a lady in Boston 
came to me, a member of the Old South Church, one of 
the finest and richest churches in Boston. She belonged 
to the best society. She was cultivated and intelligent ; 
and she sat down beside me, and said, ‘ Mr. Savage, won’t 
you tell me what you believe ? ’ I told her. When I was 
through, she said, ‘ I would give the world if I dared to 
believe as you do.’ Then she added, ‘ How do I know, 
after all, how can I be sure, that there is no such God in 
the universe as I have been taught to believe in ? and if 
there is, I am afraid of him.’ ” 

The ages of Christian theology had brought this Boston 
lady to the mental condition of some of the aboriginal 
tribes of India. The Sautals, who know not distinctions 
of caste nor polygamy, and respect women, cannot, says 
Sir William Hunter, imagine “ one omnipotent and bene- 
ficent deity, who watches over mankind.” A Santal said 
to an eloquent missionary who had discoursed of the Chris- 
tian God, “ What if that Strong One should eat me ? ” 
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My friend Henri Monod of Paris told mo of a little 
girl w ho said to her mother, — “ Mamma, if the good God 
and the devil were both dead I would feel more tranquil.” 
S)io was brought m|> a Catholic, and her case — as she was 
still taught to l>clicvc in n devil — was happier than the 
lloston lady trniticd to believe in one single omnipotent 
creator rosjmnsiblo for all the evils and agonies proceed- 
ing from his creation. Of such a dread power why should 
a sweet and tender woman not be afraid? 

From such deities Buddha and Confueius and Zoroaster 
and Jesus led their friend**, and in America Emerson led 
the descendants of the terrible Calvinist deity in the same 
direction hy calling them to the religion of their own 
hearts. When I was studying in the Unitarian Divinity 
School, Cambridge (Massachusetts), I occasionally went 
to preach in the temporarily vacant Unitarian pulpit at 
Plymoutli, The church was the ancient foundation of the 
Pilgrims, and I never entered it witijout a feeling of ex- 
altation. The prickly Calvinistic cactus planted there in 
1G21 had then budded into the beautiful faith of Channing 
and w.as finally flowering in the idealism of Emerson! 
Emerson had married a Plymouth lady and had warm 
friends there; among these being JIrs. Lucia Briggs, who 
stands in my memory as a humanized saint, — sympathetic 
and individual, serene and smiling, cultured and simple. 
“ She is one of the precious persons,” said Emerson, when 
I spoko of her, but I did not know tlien that he had been 
an influence in her life. In a book wTitten by her son, 
“ Routine and Ideals,” appc.ars a letter of Emerson to 
little Lucia at Plymouth, aged thirteen, which contains 
a paragraph not surpassed by any saying of the haloed 
sages : — 
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I would gladly know what books Lucia likes to read 
when nobody advises her, and most of all what her 
thoughts are when she walks alone or sits alone. For, 
though I know that Lucia is the happiest of girls in hav- 
ing in her sister so wise and kind a guide, yet even her aid 
must stop when she has put the book before you ; neither 
sister nor brother nor mother nor father can think for us ; 
in the little private chapel of your own mind none but you 
can know the happy thoughts that follow each other, the 
beautiful affections that spring there, the little silent hymns 
that are sung there at morning and at evening. And I 
hope that every sun that shines, every star that rises, every 
wind that blows upon you will only bring you better 
thoughts and sweeter music. 

Here, then, I find the inscription on my final shrine. 
After voyaging around the world and visiting many tem- 
ples I come at last to the “ little private chapel in my own 
mind,” where the ideals are small but intimate and the 
services lowly but loving. 

Many years ago an American spoke to me after my dis- 
course at South Place Chapel, London, and asked me to 
call on him at his hotel. He was gentlemanly and attrac- 
tive, and invited me so earnestly that I complied. It was 
a fashionable hotel and he received me in a fine large 
room. A table was covered with large drawings and de- 
signs of an invention this American had made for tunnel- 
ling mountains. He showed me clearly that a mountain 
could be perforated with far less cost in money, time, and 
labour, and he enumerated the mountain chains still sep- 
arating nations and peoples, impeding commerce and 
civilization, rendering impossible the “federation of the 
world.” Some London engineers and men of wealth were 
interested in his invention, and a syndicate would be 
formed. He did not require any help from me, but having 
listened to my discourse thought I would be interested in 
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liis mvontion. I was indeed interested, and Ijoped to hear 
from hitn again, hut did not, and the matter passed from 
tny mind. 

Years later I was accosted by a stranger near King’s 
Cross, a liaggard man in thrc.idbaro coat, who said plea- 
santly, “Yon do not remember me, but you came to see 
mo once at Cliaring Cross Hotel." “ Ah, yes, you had an 
invention of some kind, wlmt came of it?" “Well, the 
c.npitalisU would not go into it, but I have another inven- 
tion now, — I wish you would let me show it to you.” “I 
can go now." I followed the inventor to a poor lodging- 
house near by, felt my way througli the narrow passages 
ajid tjp the creaking 6tairw.ays to a dingy little attic, with 
cot and two woo<Ion cliairs. There ho showed roe his new 
invention, — a little machine for sharpening knives and 
forks. 

Patholio comedies are not raro in London, so I soon 
forgot tlio inventor. I never saw him again and do not 
remember his name, but in later years think of him. 
Could I meet him tcMlay I would take that man by the 
hand and say, “ Brother, wo arc in the same case. I too 
started out with my invention for tunnelling barriers 
Iiclwcen races and nations and promoting universal peace 
and fraternity ; but I have come down to something small, 
— not exactly sharpening knives and forks, possibly less 
useful. I am now content if I can win a smile to the faces 
that surround mo, or bring a little cheer to homes that 
look to mo for help.” 

As I vrrito this in the happy home of my daughter Mil- 
dred and her husband, in New York, the midnight chimes 
arc ringing in Christmas, 1905. My devoted two children 
and children-in-law do all tJiat alTection can to withdr-aw 
me from memories of tbo bereavement we suffered in the 
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death of their mother on Christmas day, 1897. The Christ- 
mas tree is dressed for the little children, although none 
of us believe in any supernatural birth. The human J esus 
is with us in human kindness, and the house is full of 
the odour of the love poured out from our little alabaster 
boxes to gladden the hearts that surround us. 

In a sentence preserved by Hippolytus from a lost Gos- 
pel of St. Thomas, Jesus says, “He who seeks me shall 
find me in children from seven years old.” 

In a newly discovered logia Jesus says, “ I stood in the 
midst of the world . . . and found all men drunken, and 
none found I athirst among them, and my soul grieves 
over the sons of men because they are blind in the hearts 
and see not” — The rest of the papyrus is broken. My 
conjecture is that Jesus felt that his efforts to reform 
mankind had failed, and that none were eager for the 
beatitude, “ Happy are they that hunger and thirst for 
justice.” (Even now Christians thirst so little for justice 
that they hide it under the mongrel “ righteousness ” !) 

But with Jesus to the last were the women ; and shall 
I forget that sweetest of all parables, the woman hiding 
her leaven in the measures of meal till the whole was 
raised So long as the earth still produces lovely and 
loving women, one cannot despair of the happier world, 
that is not seen but is within every true and loving heart. 
In all the world loving women are bowing down before 
deities that seem to me loveless and heartless, but those 
hearts are still singing, “Jesus, lover of my soul.” Deep 
beneath those maternal breasts is a potent alchemy like 
that which in the flower turns the foulest mud and slime 
at its root into purity and fragrance of lily and rose. It is 
said with some truth that the hand that rocks the cradle 
rules the world ; but it is not a visible rule, — not a rule 
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of which men may say, Lo hero! lo there I Were woman 
to bo with(lra\\n by publio ambition from her realm of 
beauty and lonlincsa, she would bo added to the measures 
of meal, but wlicro would be tho leaven? 

0 sisters, our sorest need is to end tho "Wrath by end- 
ing tho sacrinccs, as Jesus said, — like him to clear the 
temple of c\cry victim. But that leaven, for which we 
must also with Jesus look to woman — constitutionally 
deriving happiness from giving rather than receiving — 
can reach the temple best by being bid in hearts and 
homes. 




INDEX 


AnnoTT. rnwrs A- “Kcmel an 
Husk," 3'T 
AOIcr. Dr. JcJJx, 101 
Ail>'ir, Thpo^oiiiilc centre, 13C-S03 
Ajri^^fr, AIox iiulcr. 318. 

Atrissli, l«uls, heresy of 318. 

Aruos, ^L, IcRcntl of, .*02 
AKn. Ihe TnJ at, 281, 28.%} AkMr’a 
jithco ln, 2 ' 6 , 28 r, bcfnrar^ fn, 2 sa 
Akhat, rmusolciim of, .si , )iatace of, 
2<T 

AHiitlln's tower, 282 
AJMnj, Auitraih, settternent of. ft?, 
IM, rrlinltlYC laws, too, natWes. 
joo-iai 

All, S} ctl Ameer, author and barrister, 
232-231 

Allslnb‘»d,5O2-CC0, number of Hindu 
CIirhthn8ln,3.*0 

Aml'ni''\ll lot AiiirapAlh. famous cour 
tesiH, 271 . and Itimblsara, 2 Ti 
An.an<h, letond of,3« 

Apocryplnl fibles. noetic, 1 
Ambt. Achrect, exiled In Ce\]on 1C2 
1C8 

Arnold, Sir Edwin, Ills “Llslit of 
Astn,*' 127 

Aninvhahm, JodRO, 112 , wlfo of. 113, 
111 , Acis as cicerone, lll-iio. his 
* lainitnoiis Steep, "ICO 
As6Ha. KIiir, 2 ci. .C 2 ) pUlats of, 277, 
278,281,303, 30A 
AuRustfnc, 8t,3&i 

Attstrall'i, nomencUtiiro, 73 , loyalty 
to 1 ngland, 73 social cooTeotlons, 
71, ••antipodal" Insanity, 77. gold 
fJelJs, 77-80. faun i and flora, 83-85. 
extinct Tlijlacoleo, tM, 93, colo- 
nial chauvinism, 97, 98 west coast 
names, 98, 99, coast natives, 100-103 


Babar, founder of the Mogul dynasty, 
28C 

Bacon. Della, 62. 63. 

Bain, rroltssor A , 180 
Balzac, llonorO de, origin of "Ea Teau I 
dcCha!!rln,’’171,i72 
Benapiiil, goddess of music, 299,300 
Ueivarcs, the Hindu Jernsaletn, 2CC . 
MonkeyTempte at, 2Ci, story con>| 
nectedwltli -70, 270 I 

Bengal, women of, 248 , houses, 2is ' 
240, conference of religions 219 260. 
liomoofDr Mitra, 260-252, houieofl 
Ameer All, 25a. 

Benjamin 1‘ark. “ Song of the Strom i 
kerl,” 291 


Ecsant, Rfrs Anne, and rfaeosophy, 
203, 

IHjaMvat Gita, 2S2 
Ith iktl (balth). religion of. 335, 33C 
IthurmolJla (Holy Stone) 237,258 
Itimblsara, king of Slagaclha, 274 
Itlavatsky, Maname.oc, 178 cuterhain 
iiig but uncultivated 105, at borne 
of, l9d'20J, alleged frauds, 205-213 , 
mistakes of, 25C, 257 
ftoinba) 317-311 
Botany Bay, 95 

Brabmaij/s/n, and roslMsm, 219, 
priestly rites, 220 221 
Braljmans, called * Catholics,” 299 
Bnhmos SomaJ 218 bandharan, 218 
Itflm tfrs. Lucli, 403, ■IOC 
Bright Charles, 94 
Bright John, letter from. 313-347 
Broughton LTD, and Thcosophic 
ImjKisttifes iOS-P)9 
Brown, Vf T Theosophist. 197 , his 
meetings with Koolhooml, 202 
Buddha, temples of lie. 121, 122, 124, 
237-2C2, Jfala, mother of 120 tradl 
tional blrtliplace i20 alms-bowl of, 
120. teachings of. 1.1, 120 131-130, 
saere4l Bo-tice, I2i, sacred day of, 
J27. “rhe JiglitofAsla"and 127, 
Mestern interest In. 128 Slddhar 
tba.tUe real, 12s. 129, 1 arthwardPll 
grimace of, 129 . lotus his symbol, 
j.'O, h)s plea for free thought, 
131-133 , •• atheism ” of, 135 , pessl 
mistic philosophy derived from, I7l , 
on Truth, 172, and Juggenauth, 
181. ancient carol, 194, and Scho- 
penhauer, 250 , sacred place of, 
251, 258, footprints of, 260, statue of, 
In South Kensington Museum 260 , 
religious andmoralsentiment about, 
201, 202, and Ambap&ll, 208-271 , can- 
onized, 299 

Buddhism new missionary movement, 
202 a mlsslonaiy religion 293 
Buddhist, unworldliness of, 108, 109 , 
fables and parables 109-111. ven 
erable priest, 116, iiT, 122 , religious 
beliefs, 117, 118 , crime rare among, 
119, religious procession 120 , 
priestly vestments, 121 , moral tales, 
184. 125, Idea of salvation, 120, 
diristmas among 127 , Primate of, 
130 . college for, 130-134 , subtle the 
otogy of. 13.5 , priests celibate, 130, 
element in Jain religion, 193, Eso- 
teuc Buddhism” by Siunett, 196, 



412 


INDEX 


“pansala,” the five precepts, 204, 
205 ; priests claim supernatural fa- 
vour, 229 ; miracle play, 230 ; tradi- 
tional sacred place, 257. 

Burnouf, Eugene, his opinion on site 
of Vaisall, 268. 

Calcutta, 215 ; Positivist school at, 218 , 
219; beautiful temple at, 219, 220; 
exposition, 223, 225; print-shop, 226 ; 
Star Theatre, 226-229; Pars! Thea- 
tre, 230-234 ; circus and menagerie, 
234 ; original shrine of Kali, 235-237 ; 
yogis, 238-240; Street beggars, 240; 
Kali’s image, 241 ; Salvationists in, 
243, 244 ; a prince’s dinner-party, 244, 
246. 

Campbellism, in Tasmania, 81, 82. 

Gapel, Monseigneur, 11. 

Carpenter, Prof. J. Estlin, 403. 

Carus, Dr. Paul, editor of “ The Open 
Court,” 263. 

Caste, incident of, 281. 

Catholic Church, reason for the per- 
sistent animosity against, 386. 

Cayvau, Georgie, 12. 

Ceylon, peace-loving natives, 108, 109; 
Buddhists, 108 - 112 , no, 117, 120, 121, 
122, 124, 127, 130-136 ; Sinhalese, 112 - 
116 ; optimism of natives, 118 , 126 ; 
misconceptions of Heber and others, 
119, 120, 136, 137 ; crime in, 119 ; Bud- 
dha’s birthplace, 120 ; ancient tem- 
ples, 120, 121 , 124 ; Christmas in, 127 ; 
Buddhist college, 130-134 ; devil-dan- 
cers, 144-150 ; serpent worship, 146, 
147; devil exorcism, 161, 162; no 
twilight in, 152 ; Nautch dancers, 154r- 
167 ; Tamil drama of “ Harischan- 
dra,” 167-159; conjurers, 169, 170; 
great turtle of, 170 ; simple life of 
Sinhalese, 171, 172. 

Chaitauya, reviver of Vishnuism, 336, 
337. 

Christianity, its claims and its results, 
193 ; fundamental difference from 
oriental religions, 214 ; derived ideas 
from India, 295, 301 ; sectarian, 389. 

“Christianity,” collection of discourses 
by C., 353. 

Christians of St. Thomas, 313. 

Civil War, effects of, in Virginia, 24, 
25 ; C.’s expatriation because of, 26, 
26. 

Clark, Hon. A. I., 80. 

Clarke, Marcus, his “ For the Term of 
His Natural Life, ” 80, 86. 

Clifford, W. K., quoted, 402. 

Coan, Bev. Titus, pathetic history of, 
58. 

Cobbe, Frances Power, 190, 213 ; strong- 
ly opposed to the theatre, 334, 336. 

Colombo, jeweller of, and Bishop 
Heber, 119 ; Christmas in, 127 ; hotels 
of, 143; palatial bungalows at, 143, 
153; devil-dancers, 144-150; street 
jugglers, 169, 170, 


Colton, J. S., Positivist, 218, 

Columbus, 28, 

Conway, Hon. Martin F., 25. 

Conway, Moncure D,, Cincinnati pas- 
torate, 2, 3; “The Earthward Pil- 
grimage,” 4, 6; voyage to New York, 
8-13; meets prominent citizens, 16, 
16; conception of patriotism, 16-18; 
appreciation of Ingersoll, 19-24; post- 
bellum conditions, 24, 25; war policy 
regretted, 25, 26 ; “ A Necklace of 
Stories,” 26, 27 ; reflections on visit 
home, 27-30; Virginia historical 
pilgrimage, 30 ; effects of war, 34-36 ; 
witch hunt, 37 ; visits Judge Hoadly, 
38-40; visits Utah, 40-45; converses 
with John W. Young, 41; meets 
prominent Mormons, 44, 45 ; arrives 
in San Francisco, 47; visits China- 
town, 47, 48 ; visits friends and rela- 
tives, 49; Shakespeare-Bacon con- 
troversy, 51,' 63 ; in Hawaii, 63-59 ; 
diversions of Pacific voyage, 62-64; in 
New Zealand, 65, 66 ; at Melbourne, 
70-76 ; visits gold-fields, 77-80 ; in Tas- 
mania, 80-88; Melbourne lectures 
misunderstood, 89, 90 ; Sydney lec- 
tures, 91-94; at Botany Bay, 95 ; visits 
Albany, 99-104 ; voyage to Ceylon, 
105 ; a Buddhist friend, 109-111 ; ex- 
pedition to Eodyas country. 111, 112 ; 
entertained by Sinhalese, 112-114; ad- 
monishes Buddhists, 116,116; meets 
Subhfiti, 116, 117 ; visits Khandy tem- 
ple, 121, 122 ; hears Moslem preacher, 
123, 124 ; visits Kellania temple, 124; 
questions Subhfiti about mission- 
aries, 126 ; spends Christmas in Co- 
lombo, 127-130 ; at Buddhist college, 
130-134; conversation with priests, 
136, 136 ; attends international church 
function, 139-142 ; entertained at Cin- 
namon Gardens, 143; sees devil- 
dance, 144-150 ; entertained at Swa- 
my bungalow, 163-159 ; sees Nautch 
dances, 164-157 ; “ Harischandra, ” 
Tamil drama, 157-169 ; visits Achmet 
Arabi, 162-168; watches street con- 
jurer, 169 ; at Madras temple cere- 
monials, 174-176; talks with stu- 
dents, 176-179 ; opposes traditional 
belief about Juggenauth,l80, 181 ; at 
Tripelcane temple, 181-183 ; pilgrim- 
age to St. Thome, 183-187 ; lectures 
on “Beligion of Humanity,” 191 ; vis- 
ited by Jain teacher, 192, 193 ; with 
Mme. Blavatsky at Adyar, 196-203 ; 
witnesses “ pansala ” administered, 
204, 205; investigates Theosophic 
miracles, 205-213 ; attends Koyal 
Asiatic Society banquet in Calcutta, 
215 ; travels with Mozoomdar, 216 ; 
at Positivist school, 218-220 ; intro- 
duces Mozoomdar to Tyndall, 221 - 
223 ; at Calcutta Exposition, 223-225 ; 
print-shop, 226; theatres, 226-234; 
circus, 234; visits shrine of Kali, 



INDEX 


413 


235-237.211. 2125 convcrsitlon ^Ith 
>oRl, 238. 233, (Jincs with Indlin 
pr/fiec.2ll-2<rt. Bcclcig llenfrtl, 218, 
219 , holds rellclous cuntercnce, 219, 
250. Tlstts lir Mllra, 2.’».252, 
Ameer All, 252 251, secs conjwtcrM 
marTcllotis dolls, 255. 250 , Jourhcj-s 
to Ilmldhi Gnyi. 257-2ri. at lie- 
Hires, CoC-2ta, tils " Chits nllli a 
Chimpanzee” b«Run.2C8 , excursion 
to “ I)ecr r.irk,” -fs , opinion ot the 
nirratlre ot .Tcsiis nn<t thewomm 
of Rimirh 273, nt Delhi, 27T-28I, 
at I’limni hecli,2'‘2 .‘<1, sees the 
T.iJ,28j 285, iiUcnlvtre at Acn.289. 
nt Allifiihad. 302-309, in lionibijr, 
317-332, sills for homo, 343. his 
seirch for Jesus, 551-381 
Cook, Ciphiln, authentic account of 
his dciln, 35 

Coulomb. Mme^ exposes Theosophic 
nwrrcls, 211 rii 

Craw ford, f. ifirlon. h/s *■ 5 fr Isaacs " 
and Theosophy, 195 
Croeodllc, a fair sjinbol of Aurung 
xcb,2«9 

Daharwantri. strange sights at, 307 
Damon, hrank, M. 

Damon. Her Dr„65 
inrmcstcler. James, 320 
Darwin, Charles, on fropfeaf trfhes, 

CS , C lectures on, 71, 91,91 . disliked 
by Austnlhns, loi 
DlTlds. T W. nn>8. Lli, D, 128 250 
Diy, lAl lleharl, bis “ I oik Talcs ot 
ftengil, "212. 

“Deer Dark, ” 208, 2C9 
Delhi. 277-281 

Demons and demonology. C's book 
on. 111,210,217, In Ceylon, 117.151, 
162, In Indli,2i3. 

DcSllra.WA co<dltor of “Ceylon 
Nitlonal IleTlcw,'’251 
DcTlWanee, lit-150 
"DcwJrop, The Clrcumnarlgatlon of 
a "9 

Dickinson College, extract from ad 
dress at, 919 

Dolls, irarTClIous, 255, 250. 

Draupadl, ind her fire husbands, 252. 
253 , and SC Agnes, 292 , and the 
Simaritin woman, 309, note 
Duillsm, the central principle of Zo- 
roaster, 326 

Farthward nigrlmage. The, 4, 5 I 

I gllnton, a medium, 205-209 I 

t lephanta, 318, 3“^ I 

Lmanclpailon, chief end of CStII War, 
25. , 

Emerson.Ililph Waldo, “ The Sphinx" 
piloted, 35.5 I 

England, Influence of, on India, 318. 
319, 339 

Fsmond, Junes, 79 , 

Essen, tow n of, 918-350 


ntzhugh, William, 31 
Fokke.Cipt llermrd, legend of, 314 
I oik lore the ddbrfs of Asiatic usage 
and superstition. 301 
Fox, w minister of South Place 
Chapel, 332. 

rranklln. Henjimln.sco 
rraser Mrs, of Melbourne, 9H 
I rcethinkers. International Congress 
of.3S7 

Froude, James Anthony, 292, 293 

Ciletf ^lontpirnasse, a Sunday even 
Ing reisie at, 390, 391 
flatidhi, \ Irclnnd, 192, 193 
Canges, Immersions In the, 2C0. 
liimctt. Dr llichard, bis “Edward 
Gibbon Makcfleld," 68 
Ca>a, templo at, 267-2G3, discovery 

ac 201 

Ghosh. Jogendra Ctundra, adopts 
Positivism. 219. 

Glostfit St, beiutlful statue of, 299 
Golden Pillar," 278 

Gordon, Charles George (“Chinese 
Gordon •’), 915-918 
Goreh, beJ icsntah. 92i, 322, 337 
(.ospclot the Infancy. Arabic, 1 
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tions of, 119, 136, 137 
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mons, 149, 150, chief deity, 150 
templo dincers, 155-157, ITS, 176, 
music, 15M59, deities 174,175, 178- 
182. students, 176-179 kills St 
Thorais, 185, tale of Sivatrl, 188, 
189, Theosophlsts, 197 199. rell 
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ship, 235-237, 211-244, yogis, 238 210, 
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38 

Ilobirt BituitloD, 81 , a Sunday In, 81 

Hunt Dr Arthur, 382 

Hunter, Sir William. 180, 211, 215. 223, 
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269 ; with C. at Kalighat, 235-244 ; 
with C. at Bengal, 248 ; on mission- 
aries, 320; quoted on some develop- 
ments of Vishnuism, 337. 

Huxley, T. H., 338. 

Ilbert, Hon. Mr., 228. 
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er of, 19, 20 ; freedom of mind, 20 ; his 
iconoclasm incidental, 21 ; purity of 
mind, 22; attacked by Rev. Sam. 
Jones, 22; family life, 23; compelled 
to resign nomination as minister to 
Germany, 24. 

Inventor, American, anecdote of an, 
40G, 407. 

Jacob’s well, 3C9, 370. 

Jain religion, 192, 193; temple in Bom- 
bay, 341. 

Jefferson, Thomas, religious attitude 
of, 300. 

Jeflray, Robert .1., 8. 

Jehan, Shah, 285. 

Jehanara, Princess, 290. 

Jenckes, William, 19. 

Jesus, quest of, 351-381; why put to 
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366 ; sayings of, 370-376 ; his baptism, 
376, 377 ; his birth, 378 ; resurrection, 
370 ; sayings ascribed to, 382. 

Jingo, defence of a, 16. 

Job, book of, 301. 

J'ones, Rev. Sam., 22. 

Judas, identified with doubting Thom- 
as, 189, 190. 

Juggenauth, 179-181, 267, 266 ; car of, 
312. 

Jumna, the river, 285, 287. 

Jumna Mosque, the, 290. 

Kali, shrine of, 235-237 ; image of, 241 ; 
vows and sacrifices to, 242 ; not ideal 
deity, 244; invisible, 246, 247. 

Kalpa-tree, in Oriental lore, 171, 172. 

Khrusroo, the poet, tomb of, 280. 

King, Charles William, anecdote of, 
324. 

Krishna, and Arjuna, 282 ; legend of 
his dancing with milkmaids, 285,288, 
291; answers Draupadi’s prayer, 
292; similarity between legends of 
his birth and Christ’s, 295, 296 ; popu- 
lar coloured piints of his story, 297, 
298. 

Krupp Gun Works, at Essen, 349. 

Laing, Samuel, “A Modern Zoroas- 
trian ” quoted, 340, 341. 

Lakshmi, goddess of prosperity, 300. 

Lalor, Hon. Peter, speaker of Victo- 
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Lazarus, Bible story of, a drama, 358, 
359. 

Lewis, Colonel Fielding, 31. 

Lilith, 300. 

Lyell, Sir Charles, 27. 


Mcllvaine, Bishop, 139-141. 

Madonna, the Everyday, 399; Jesus 
and, 401. 

Madras, dawn in, 174; temple dan- 
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176-179; temple at Tripelcane, 181- 
183 ; Princess Savatri of, legend 
about, 188, 189. 

Magdalene, legend of the, 273. 
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385, 386. 

Manning, Mr.s., her “Ancient and 
Medimval India,” 261; her opinion 
of “ The Toy Cart,” 272. 

Manwaysh, annual festival, 302-306. 

Maoris, deputation of, 69. 

Marmoutier, convent of, 400. 

Maryland, origin of name, 29. 
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House, 71; mayor’s banquet, 73; 
Bishop of, 75, 76. 

Michel, Louise, 394. 
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Minar Pillar, 279, 280. 

Missionaries, 2, 214, 319; in Hawaii, 66- 
69; misconceptions of, 119, 120,136, 
137; in Ceylon, 126; Moslem, 123, 
124; inconsistency of, 138, 142; an- 
ecdotes of, 305, 306. 

Miti-a, Dr. Rdjendraldla, Indian schol- 
ar, 260-252, 259 ; extract from letter 
to a, 263, 265. 

Monkeys, sporting in the forest, 317. 

Monkey Temple at Benares, 267, 268. 

Monod, Henri, 405. 

Moorhouse, Bishop, martyr to liber- 
alism, 76, 76, 89, 90, 104. 

Mormons, persecutions of, 40 ; polyg- 
amy, 41, 42; elder’s sermon, 43, 44; 
“Godbeites,” 44, 45. 

Moslem, sermon by a, 123, 124; make- 
believe, 137, 138; exile in Ceylon, 
162-168 ; religion misunderstood, 166 ; 
orthodox beliefs, 250; scholar, Ali, 
252-264. 

Mozoomdar, Protap Chunder, Brahmo 
minister, 215 ; his religion, 221 ; and 
Tyndall, 221 , 222 . 

Muller, George, of Bristol, 213, 214. 

Muller, Professor Max, 180 ; and 
Nelacantah Goreh, 321, 322 ; quoted, 
384. 

"Mysteries,” Buddhist and Christian, 
274. 

“ Necklace of Stories, A,” 26, 27. 

Newman, Prof. F. W., 333 ; anecdote 
of, 309, 310. 

Newman, John Henry, 92. 

Nizam-ooden, supposed founder of 
the order of Thugs, 280. 

Normanby, Marquis of, 73. 

Norton, Andrews, 23. 

Olcott, Colonel, Theosophist, patron 
of Buddhists, 120. 130; and Hindus, 
178 ; name part of “ Djual Khoot,” 
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11s“<|uoted, 403 
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Tlioreau, Henry D., 106. 

Towers of Silence, the, 324, 325. 

“ Toy-Cart, The,” play of ancient 
Hindu theatre, 271-273. 

Turner, Henry G., 8, 72, 74. 

Tyndall, John, 221-223. 

“ Undiscovered Country, The,” W. 

Vaisali, site undetermined, 268, 269. 

Vallabha-Swami, 337. 

Varuna, 216. 

Velasco, Don Louis de, Indian prince, 
29. 

Victoria, Chinese of, 71 ; religious sta- 
tistics, 72 ; abandoned town in, 80. 

Vishnu, 257. 

Vishnuism revived by Chaitanya, 
336. 

Voltaire, 105, 106, 

Walkishw’ur Tank, the, 323. 

"Warner, Charles Dudley, anecdote of, 
355. 

"Washington, John Augustine, 33. 

"Washington, Mary, letter to her son, 
33. 


"Weedon, General George, revels at 
the “ Sentry Box,” 31-33. 

"Well of Knowledge, 267. 

"Wesley, John, 105-107. 

West, Judge, of Bombay, 323, 328. 

Westminster Creed, 107. 

“ Widow’s Ghat,” 266, 

Wilson, Prof. H. H., 335, 336 ; transla- 
tion from the Agni Parana quoted, 
312, 313. 

Wiudeyer, Justice, 93, 96, 196. 

Wisdom, the secret of, 10, 11. 

Witchcraft, a mulatto girl’s delusion, 
37. 

Woman in Zoroastrianism, 327. 

Yogi, Indian ascetic, 238-240. 

Yosada, foster-mother of Krishna, 296, 
297. 

Young, John W., defends polygam}', 
41, 42. 

Yudhishthira, Rajah, legend of, 283. 

Zanzibar, native of, 343. 

Zenanas, 331. 

Zoroaster, essential principle of, 326, 
327 ; religion of, the true one, 339. 
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